
 



 

“This industry has not always been, umm, forthright with itself…in governmental affairs, 
you need to be pro-active not reactive." Nathan Smith circa 2014 Louisville Manufactured 
Housing Show interview with L. A. "Tony" Kovach and MHProNews in collaboration with 
ManufacturedHomes.com Find links to that video interviw and that quote. 
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The requested video interview and its detailed context are heavily documented across 
trade analysis files. 

The Video Interview & Quote Source 

The quote originates from an on-camera video interview conducted with Nathan Smith 
(co-founder of Flagship Communities and former Chairman of the Manufactured Housing 
Institute) at the Louisville Manufactured Housing Show. The interview was hosted by L. A. 
"Tony" Kovach of MHProNews in a collaborative production with 
ManufacturedHomes.com. [1, 2] 

A comprehensive breakdown and verbatim transcriptions of his commentary can be 
verified through the following sources: 

• Verbatim Industry Reports: The expanded context of this quote is explicitly 
outlined in the MHProNews Sunday Industry Headline Analysis. [1] 

• Public Regulatory Filings: The exact quote graphic data and its video background 
are preserved as evidence within the HUD Public Comments Submission PDF 
hosted on the official federal regulations platform. [1] 

Expanded Verbatim Transcript 

The full statement given by Nathan Smith during his MHI leadership tenure elaborates on 
the dynamic between industry lobbying and government oversight: 

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/
https://www.manufacturedhomes.com/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/data-driven-promotion-self-promotion-cross-promotion-or-propaganda-mhvillage-mhinsider-mhi-and-the-latest-chapter-in-the-lesli-gooch-saga-plus-sunday-weekly-mhville-headlines-recap-fea/
https://www.manufacturedhomes.com/blog/2014/05/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/data-driven-promotion-self-promotion-cross-promotion-or-propaganda-mhvillage-mhinsider-mhi-and-the-latest-chapter-in-the-lesli-gooch-saga-plus-sunday-weekly-mhville-headlines-recap-fea/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/data-driven-promotion-self-promotion-cross-promotion-or-propaganda-mhvillage-mhinsider-mhi-and-the-latest-chapter-in-the-lesli-gooch-saga-plus-sunday-weekly-mhville-headlines-recap-fea/
https://downloads.regulations.gov/HUD-2026-0794-0020/attachment_1.pdf


"This industry has not always been, umm, forthright with itself... in governmental affairs, 
you need to be pro-active not reactive. Because you want to find it [the threat or challenge] 
before it happens and not to have to deal with it after it happens... One of the things I, 
during my tenure as the chairman at MHI, I want to leave this organization with a pro-active 
government affairs [approach] not a reactive [approach]." [1] 

Would you like to explore how this pro-active vs. reactive stance relates to subsequent 
regulatory issues, such as the DOE Energy Rule or federal enhanced preemption 
debates? 

•  

www.manufacturedhomepronews.com 

Data-Driven! Promotion, Self-Promotion, Cross ... - MHProNews 

Sep 6, 2026 — “This industry [the “industry is often a kind of code used by MHI members to 
describe MHI] has not always been, umm, forthright wi... 

 

•  

Regulations.gov 

FR-6537-P-01 Revising the Definition of ''Manufactured Home ... 

Jul 16, 2026 — “This industry has not always been, umm, forthright with itself...in 
governmental affairs you. 

 

•   
 

ManufacturedHomes.com 
May 2014 Archives | Manufactured Homes 
legendary founder of Clayton Homes recently sat down with ManufacturedHomes.com and MHProNews.com for a 
most fascinating discussio... 
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