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Sen. Jim Risch (R-ID) Introduced Affordable Housing Over Mandating Efficiency Standards
(HOMES) Act with Manufactured Housing Institute (MHI) Support. Sunday Weekly MHVille
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Merriam Webster defined forthright as “free from ambiguity or evasiveness: going straight to the point.
Among insiders at the Manufactured Housing Institute (MHI) there has long been a kind of verbal
shorthand that the use of the word “industry” is often effectively synonymous with MHI. Dictionary.com
defines the same word as: “going straight to the point; frank; direct; outspoken.” The Free Dictionary
defines “forthright” as: “Direct and without evasion; straightforward.” In short, forthright is a kind of
polar opposite of paltering. With that in mind, pivoting back to what in hindsight ought to be one of the
more important admissions by SSK Communities/Flagship Communities co-founder Nathan Smith. Per
Smith: “This industry has not always been, umm, forthright with itself...in governmental
affairs, you need to be pro-active not reactive. Because you want to find it [i.e.: a potential
threat or challenge] before it happens and not after it happens. ...One of the things I, during
my tenure as chairman at MHI, I want to leave this organization with [is] a proactive
government affairs [approach, method] not a reactive [one].” Nathan Smith is not only a former MHI
chairman, Smith is still listed by MHI as a MHI board member. Smith became chairman when then prior
chair Don Glisson Jr. was purportedly forced to step down due to internal pressures at MHI. It is worth
noting that in hindsight, Glisson had stated his intent to have MHI work more effectively with the
Manufactured Housing Association for Regulatory Reform (MHARR). The video interview with Smith was
conducted by L.A. "Tony" Kovach during a Louisville Manufactured Housing Show. That backdrop is
arguably significant to the bill with United States Senator Jim Risch (R-ID) had in introducing the
Affordable Housing Over Mandating Efficiency Standards (HOMES) Act, just weeks after the 215
Century ROAD to Housing Act was passed with MHI's, Clayton Homes (BRK), Champion Homes (SKY) and
Cavco Industries (CVCO) public support. It is an open-question how those differing realities can be
squared, because the MHI website on the date and time shown here does not mention Senator Risch's
new housing bill, which was supposed to help fix affordability, and Smith's historic remark quoted above
on MHI not being forthright with itself and the industry.

In using the Smith remark as a lens or focal point to view Senator Risch (R-ID) had in introducing the
Affordable Housing Over Mandating Efficiency Standards (HOMES) Act

Part I. Risch Introduces Bill to Lower Cost of Housing

September 24, 2026
Risch Introduces Bill to Lower Cost of Housing

WASHINGTON — U.S. Senator Jim Risch (R-Idaho) introduced the Affordable Housing Over Mandating
Efficiency Standards (HOMES) Act to eliminate duplicative federal energy efficiency regulations on
manufactured housing to reduce costs for homebuyers.

“Homeownership is central to the American dream, and I am committed to making that a reality
attainable for every hardworking Idahoan,” said Risch. “My Affordable HOMES Act will cut unnecessary
federal regulations to help lower the price of manufactured housing as we continue to fight to keep the
American dream within reach.”
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Currently, the Department of Energy and the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)
have overlapping authority over energy efficiency standards, creating burdensome and costly regulations
for manufacturers. Streamlining federal oversight to give HUD sole authority of energy standards is
estimated to save an average of $4,222 per home.

Risch is joined by U.S. Senators Mike Crapo (R-Idaho), John Barrasso (R-Wyo.), John Boozman (R-Ark.),
Steve Daines (R-Mont.), and Bill Hagerty (R-Tenn.) in introducing the Affordable HOMES Act.

The Affordable HOMES Act is supported by the Manufactured Housing Institute.

“We thank Senator Risch for his leadership and his fellow co-sponsors for their support for manufactured
housing and helping the millions of Americans seeking affordable homeownership. This bipartisan
approach is a critical complement to the 215t Century ROAD to Housing Act, to restore the regulatory
clarity needed to improve access to and build more attainable homes. At a time when affordability issues
are front and center for so many Americans, we encourage the Senate to take up this House-passed
legislation quickly to boost meaningful opportunities for affordable home ownership,” said Lesli Gooch,
CEO of the Manufactured Housing Institute.
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Executive Summary

This Facts-Evidence-Analysis (FEA) examines the legislative maneuvering and public relations posture
surrounding the Affordable Housing Over Mandating Efficiency Standards (HOMES) Act (H.R.
5184), introduced in the Senate by Senator Jim Risch (R-ID) on September 24, 2026. Despite MHI
President and CEO Lesli Gooch being prominently quoted in Senator Risch’s press release praising the
legislation, an audit of the official Manufactured Housing Institute (MHI) website reveals a complete
absence of search results or direct press coverage for Senator Risch’s Senate action.
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This glaring omission underscores persistent industry criticisms—notably from the Manufactured Housing
Association for Regulatory Reform (MHARR)—regarding "snatching defeat from the jaws of victory" and
practicing strategic double-talk. When evaluated against broader reporting, such as HousingWire's
investigative coverage of MHI-linked consolidation models, this disconnect points to a systemic pattern
where trade leadership engages in surface-level posturing while failing to aggressively champion vital
legislative remedies that could alleviate the national affordable housing crisis.
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Comparative Analysis of Legislative Posturing vs. MHI Visibility



Legislative Action

/ Milestone & Officials

Involved

House Passage of

Affordable
HOMES Act (H.R. Flood (R-NE)
5184) PDF

Sen. Jim Risch (R-
Senate

Introduction by
Senator Risch (MHI)

(Sept 24, 2026)
PDF

Federal lawmakers,
Executive branch

21st Century
ROAD to Housing (jyly 2026)

Act Enactment
PDF

Key Stakeholders

Rep. Erin Houchin
(R-IN), Rep. Mike

ID), Sen. Mike Crapo
(R-ID), Lesli Gooch

MHI Official Website
Coverage Status

Covered (Applauded House

passage in Jan 2026)
PDF

Strategic Implication for
MHVille

Demonstrates initial
bipartisan support to strip
DOE of overlapping
authority and restore HUD
as sole regulator.

PDF

Zero Results (No press release Highlights a selective

or article on

manufacturedhousing.org)

PDF

Promoted as a "Major Win"

PDF

MHI Public Posturing vs. Empirical Digital Audit
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Points to an institutional tendency
to settle for watered-down
legislative victories that protect
large corporate balance sheets
over organic market expansion.



Stakeholder Comparison: MHI vs. Independent Industry Watchdogs
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Strategic Implications of the Senate HOMES Act Omission

o The Paradox of External Endorsements: Lesli Gooch’s inclusion in Senator Risch's press
release proves that MHI is officially supportive of the Senate push to eliminate duplicate DOE
oversight. However, failing to mirror that release on MHI's own news portal creates an
informational vacuum for independent retailers, builders, and consumers.
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¢ The Consolidation Thesis Connection: As highlighted in broader analyses like Tony Kovach’s
HousingWire features and past MHProNews investigative reports, dominant MHI-linked corporate
entities often benefit from high regulatory barriers because they discourage new market entrants.
Stifling true competition keeps production depressed at a fraction of 1990s peaks.
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o Double-Talk and Credibility Gaps: When major trade groups praise legislation externally but
fail to mobilize grassroots digital support—while simultaneously accepting watered-down
compromises criticized by groups like MHARR—it validates concerns regarding systemic
institutional failure and corporate posturing.
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Conclusion

The curious absence of Senator Risch's Senate HOMES Act announcement on MHI's website, contrasted
with executive quotes embedded in congressional press releases, encapsulates a broader pattern of
institutional double-talk. While independent analysts and watchdogs continue to expose regulatory
capture and consolidation-over-organic-growth models, trade leadership's selective transparency hinders
true industry reform. Addressing these systemic shortcomings remains essential for unlocking the full
economic potential of manufactured housing during an acute national housing affordability crisis.
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What aspects of MHI's legislative messaging strategy do you intend to emphasize most heavily in your
upcoming coverage?

Part III. Sunday Weekly Headlines in Review (MHVille Recap)
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