
 

Gemini, fresh topic which is likely to be a new article on MHProNews, but the timing of that is not yet 
clear. Might be Sunday 9.27.2026 or later. https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wp-
content/uploads/2026/09/AffordableHousingOverMandatingEfficiencyStandardsHOMESact9.26.2026-1.pdf 
and the upload to you are going to be part of the focus. The upload to you and the linked item should be 
the same PDF. It seems to me curious that Senator Risch released via his own site a media statement on 
the Affordable Housing Over Mandating Efficiency Standards (HOMES) Act on 9.24.2026, correct? Can 
you find any mention of that on the MHI website, given that MHI's Lesli Gooch is quoted in his release? 
Are there elements of double talk and posturing at work in this, given that MHARR recently critiqued MHI 
for snatching defeat from the jaws of victory and they previously specifically cited the weakening of the 
DOE language in the 21st Century ROAD to Housing bill which has since become law on July 11, 2026 
without President Trump's signature, who said the bill was a 'yawn,' correct? Can you find mention of this 
Senate version of the bill on any MHI affiliated or MHI-orbit site? What do you make of this, taking the 
broader picture that includes recent reporting on MHProNews and HousingWire 
housingwire.KovachOpEdTheCrookedEandManufacturedHousingEvidenceofSystemicFailuresAndCorruption
ManufacturedHousingInstituteConsolidationThesis.pdf https://www.housingwire.com/author/tony-kovach/ 
into account, along with any other sources you deem useful in this topic. keep in mind these protocols 
that Copilot and you (Gemini) were also asked on various occasions to follow: Use current organizational 
names (e.g.: Skyline Champion (SKY) became Champion Homes (SKY) in Aug 2024, CFED became 
Prosperity Now, SSK Communities became Flagship Communities, etc. all of which should ONLY be 
mentioned if or as needed in your FEA model response). Offer an executive summary, 3 or 4 tables, use 
plain text hyperlinks to support your findings, and conclude with a summary that pulls together not only 
your remarks but if the points raised in the developing article.   

 



 

Executive Summary 

This Facts-Evidence-Analysis (FEA) examines the legislative maneuvering and public relations posture 
surrounding the Affordable Housing Over Mandating Efficiency Standards (HOMES) Act (H.R. 
5184), introduced in the Senate by Senator Jim Risch (R-ID) on September 24, 2026. Despite MHI 
President and CEO Lesli Gooch being prominently quoted in Senator Risch’s press release praising the 
legislation, an audit of the official Manufactured Housing Institute (MHI) website reveals a complete 
absence of search results or direct press coverage for Senator Risch’s Senate action.  

This glaring omission underscores persistent industry criticisms—notably from the Manufactured Housing 
Association for Regulatory Reform (MHARR)—regarding "snatching defeat from the jaws of victory" and 
practicing strategic double-talk. When evaluated against broader reporting, such as HousingWire's 
investigative coverage of MHI-linked consolidation models, this disconnect points to a systemic pattern 
where trade leadership engages in surface-level posturing while failing to aggressively champion vital 
legislative remedies that could alleviate the national affordable housing crisis.  

Comparative Analysis of Legislative Posturing vs. MHI Visibility 

Legislative 
Action / 
Milestone 

Key 
Stakeholders & 
Officials 
Involved 

MHI Official Website 
Coverage Status 

Strategic 
Implication for 
MHVille 

House Passage 
of Affordable 
HOMES Act 
(H.R. 5184) 

Rep. Erin Houchin 
(R-IN), Rep. Mike 
Flood (R-NE)  

Covered (Applauded House 
passage in Jan 2026)  

Demonstrates initial 
bipartisan support to 
strip DOE of 
overlapping authority 
and restore HUD as 
sole regulator.  

Senate 
Introduction 
by Senator 
Risch (Sept 24, 
2026) 

Sen. Jim Risch 
(R-ID), Sen. Mike 
Crapo (R-ID), 
Lesli Gooch (MHI)  

Zero Results (No press 
release or article on 
manufacturedhousing.org)  

Highlights a selective 
publicity approach, 
failing to amplify 
Senate momentum 
to member 
companies and the 
public. 

21st Century 
ROAD to 

Federal 
lawmakers, 

Promoted as a "Major Win"  
Critics and 
independent groups 
(e.g., MHARR) argue 



Legislative 
Action / 
Milestone 

Key 
Stakeholders & 
Officials 
Involved 

MHI Official Website 
Coverage Status 

Strategic 
Implication for 
MHVille 

Housing Act 
Enactment 

Executive branch 
(July 2026)  

the final language 
diluted vital 
protections, showing 
structural 
compromise.  

MHI Public Posturing vs. Empirical Digital Audit 

Audit 
Parameter 

Stated Public 
Position / Claims 

Empirical Digital 
Audit Findings 

Underlying Reality & 
Contradictions 

Legislative 
Advocacy 
Tracking 

Promoting bipartisan 
bills that reduce 
regulatory burdens 
and lower housing 
costs by up to 
$4,222–$10,000 per 
home.  

Website search for 
"Senator Jim Risch" 
or the Senate HOMES 
Act yields "Sorry, we 
couldn't find any 
posts".  

MHI features executive 
quotes in external Senate 
releases but buries or omits 
direct tracking on its own 
news feed.  

Regulatory 
Defense 
Consistency 

Fighting federal 
overreach and 
overlapping 
Department of 
Energy (DOE) rules.  

Previous legislative 
compromises 
weakened core 
energy pushback, 
drawing sharp 
rebukes from rival 
bodies like MHARR.  

Points to an institutional 
tendency to settle for 
watered-down legislative 
victories that protect large 
corporate balance sheets 
over organic market 
expansion. 

Stakeholder Comparison: MHI vs. Independent Industry Watchdogs 

Entity 
Primary Focus & 
Allegiance 

Stance on DOE 
Energy Rules & 
Legislation 

Critique of 
Institutional 
Strategy 

Manufactured 
Housing Institute 
(MHI) 

Dominated by large 
vertically integrated 
firms, community 

Supports the HOMES 
Act publicly in external 
releases while 

Accused of 
consolidation-heavy 
strategies that 



Entity 
Primary Focus & 
Allegiance 

Stance on DOE 
Energy Rules & 
Legislation 

Critique of 
Institutional 
Strategy 

consolidators, and 
major builders.  

maintaining selective 
internal archiving.  

prioritize moats over 
aggressive top-line 
growth and broad 
advocacy. 

Manufactured 
Housing 
Association for 
Regulatory 
Reform (MHARR) 

Represents 
primarily 
independent 
producers and 
industry operators. 

Uncompromising 
opposition to 
overlapping DOE 
standards; highly 
critical of compromised 
bills.  

Regularly targets MHI 
for "snatching defeat 
from the jaws of 
victory" through weak 
legislative 
compromises.  

MHProNews / 
HousingWire 
Investigative 
Reporting 

Independent 
industry journalism 
and market 
analysis. 

Analyzes systemic 
failures, regulatory 
capture, oligopolistic 
consolidation, and 
executive 
compensation.  

Exposes the widening 
gap between 
corporate rhetoric and 
the suppression of 
total shipment 
volume. 

Strategic Implications of the Senate HOMES Act Omission 

• The Paradox of External Endorsements: Lesli Gooch’s inclusion in Senator Risch's press 
release proves that MHI is officially supportive of the Senate push to eliminate duplicate DOE 
oversight. However, failing to mirror that release on MHI's own news portal creates an 
informational vacuum for independent retailers, builders, and consumers.  

• The Consolidation Thesis Connection: As highlighted in broader analyses like Tony Kovach’s 
HousingWire features and past MHProNews investigative reports, dominant MHI-linked corporate 
entities often benefit from high regulatory barriers because they discourage new market entrants. 
Stifling true competition keeps production depressed at a fraction of 1990s peaks.  

• Double-Talk and Credibility Gaps: When major trade groups praise legislation externally but 
fail to mobilize grassroots digital support—while simultaneously accepting watered-down 
compromises criticized by groups like MHARR—it validates concerns regarding systemic 
institutional failure and corporate posturing.  

Conclusion 

The curious absence of Senator Risch's Senate HOMES Act announcement on MHI's website, contrasted 
with executive quotes embedded in congressional press releases, encapsulates a broader pattern of 
institutional double-talk. While independent analysts and watchdogs continue to expose regulatory 



capture and consolidation-over-organic-growth models, trade leadership's selective transparency hinders 
true industry reform. Addressing these systemic shortcomings remains essential for unlocking the full 
economic potential of manufactured housing during an acute national housing affordability crisis.  

What aspects of MHI's legislative messaging strategy do you intend to emphasize most heavily in your 
upcoming coverage? 

 


