
2 Pre-publication draft for submission to third-party artificial intelligence (AI) for facts-evidence-analysis 
(FEA) check for a developing report on MHProNews 

Sen. Jim Risch (R-ID) Introduced Affordable Housing Over Mandating Efficiency Standards 
(HOMES) Act with Manufactured Housing Institute (MHI) Support. Sunday Weekly MHVille 
Headlines Recap-FEA 

Merriam Webster defined forthright as “free from ambiguity or evasiveness: going straight to the point.” 
Among insiders at the Manufactured Housing Institute (MHI) there has long been a kind of verbal 
shorthand that the use of the word “industry” is often effectively synonymous with MHI. Dictionary.com 
defines the same word as: “going straight to the point; frank; direct; outspoken.” The Free Dictionary 
defines “forthright” as: “Direct and without evasion; straightforward.” In short, "forthright" is a kind of 
polar opposite of paltering. With that in mind, pivoting back to what in hindsight ought to be one of the 
more important admissions by SSK Communities/Flagship Communities  (TSX:MHC.U) co-founder Nathan 
Smith. Per Smith: “This industry has not always been, umm, forthright with itself…in 
governmental affairs, you need to be pro-active not reactive. Because you want to find it 
[i.e.: a potential threat or challenge] before it happens and not after it happens. …One of the 
things I, during my tenure as chairman at MHI, I want to leave this organization with [is] a 
proactive government affairs [approach, method] not a reactive [one].” Nathan Smith is not only a 
former MHI chairman, Smith is still listed by MHI as a MHI board member. Smith became chairman when 
then prior chair Don Glisson Jr. was purportedly forced to step down due to internal pressures at MHI. It 
is worth noting that in hindsight, Glisson had stated after becoming MHI's chair his intent to have MHI 
work more effectively with the Manufactured Housing Association for Regulatory Reform (MHARR). The 
video interview with Smith was conducted by MHProNews' L.A. "Tony" Kovach during a Louisville 
Manufactured Housing Show. That backdrop is arguably significant to the bill with United States Senator 
Jim Risch (R-ID) had in introducing the Affordable Housing Over Mandating Efficiency 
Standards (HOMES) Act, just weeks after the 21st Century ROAD to Housing Act was passed with 
MHI’s, Clayton Homes (BRK), Champion Homes (SKY) and Cavco Industries (CVCO) public support. It is 
an open-question how those differing realities can be squared, because the MHI website on the date and 
time shown here does not mention Senator Risch's new housing bill, which was supposed to help fix 
affordability, and Smith's historic remark quoted above on MHI not being forthright with itself and the 
industry. 

In using the Smith remark as a lens or focal point to view Senator Risch (R-ID) had in introducing the 
Affordable Housing Over Mandating Efficiency Standards (HOMES) Act. Following 
the  Senator Risch press release, see the initial findings of the 3rd party facts-evidence-
analysis (FEA) checks plus the Sunday Weekly Headlines in Review (MHVille Weekly Recap). 

  

Part I. From the United State Senator's website: Risch Introduces Bill to Lower Cost of Housing 

September 24, 2026 

Risch Introduces Bill to Lower Cost of Housing 

WASHINGTON – U.S. Senator Jim Risch (R-Idaho) introduced the Affordable Housing Over Mandating 
Efficiency Standards (HOMES) Act to eliminate duplicative federal energy efficiency regulations on 
manufactured housing to reduce costs for homebuyers. 
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“Homeownership is central to the American dream, and I am committed to making that a reality 
attainable for every hardworking Idahoan,” said Risch. “My Affordable HOMES Act will cut unnecessary 
federal regulations to help lower the price of manufactured housing as we continue to fight to keep the 
American dream within reach.” 

Currently, the Department of Energy and the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 
have overlapping authority over energy efficiency standards, creating burdensome and costly regulations 
for manufacturers. Streamlining federal oversight to give HUD sole authority of energy standards is 
estimated to save an average of $4,222 per home. 

Risch is joined by U.S. Senators Mike Crapo (R-Idaho), John Barrasso (R-Wyo.), John Boozman (R-Ark.), 
Steve Daines (R-Mont.), and Bill Hagerty (R-Tenn.) in introducing the Affordable HOMES Act. 

The Affordable HOMES Act is supported by the Manufactured Housing Institute. 

“We thank Senator Risch for his leadership and his fellow co-sponsors for their support for manufactured 
housing and helping the millions of Americans seeking affordable homeownership. This bipartisan 
approach is a critical complement to the 21st Century ROAD to Housing Act, to restore the regulatory 
clarity needed to improve access to and build more attainable homes. At a time when affordability issues 
are front and center for so many Americans, we encourage the Senate to take up this House-passed 
legislation quickly to boost meaningful opportunities for affordable home ownership,” said Lesli Gooch, 
CEO of the Manufactured Housing Institute. 

  

Part II. Additional MHProNews MHVille Facts-Evidence-Analysis (FEA) from Sources as Shown in 
response to the Pre-Publication Draft Linked Here and the Input-Inquiries as Shown 

a) From the follow up with Copilot (see context in today's Sunday postscript). 

What It All Means Now 

Taken together, the week’s developments form a picture that is increasingly difficult to ignore. Nathan 
Smith’s 2014 admission that the Manufactured Housing Institute “has not always been forthright with 
itself” — paired with his pledge to make MHI proactive rather than reactive — now reads less like a 
historical footnote and more like a diagnostic lens. Twelve years later, MHI is publicly praising Senator 
Risch’s HOMES Act while simultaneously failing to mention the Senate version on its own website, just 
weeks after celebrating the ROAD Act that MHARR says “snatched defeat from the jaws of victory.” That 
timing, combined with MHI’s selective messaging, looks reactive rather than proactive, and it aligns with 
the consolidation/gatekeeper thesis that has gained traction through MHProNews, MHARR, HousingWire, 
and federal regulatory comments. 

Smith’s joking remark about keeping competitors out of the industry, Zell’s “we like the oligopoly nature 
of our business,” MHI’s silence in the face of documented underperformance, and the absence of 
substantive rebuttals despite Tim Williams’ call to “respond to every story” all fit together like pieces of a 
jigsaw puzzle. The emerging image is not one of accidental missteps or mere bureaucratic sluggishness, 
but of a system where consolidation, regulatory ambiguity, and selective advocacy serve entrenched 
interests at the expense of broader industry growth and consumer benefit. 
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In that context, the HOMES Act looks less like a bold new initiative and more like a belated correction — 
a fix to a fix — prompted not by proactive leadership, but by mounting external pressure and the 
undeniable weight of evidence. The consolidation and gatekeeper theses are no longer speculative; they 
are increasingly the only explanations that fit the full body of facts now in plain sight. 

--- --- 

b) From the input-inquiry process linked here with Google's artificial intelligence (AI) powered Gemini 
here was the following response and findings. 

 

Executive Summary 

This Facts-Evidence-Analysis (FEA) examines the legislative maneuvering and public relations posture 
surrounding the Affordable Housing Over Mandating Efficiency Standards (HOMES) Act (H.R. 
5184), introduced in the Senate by Senator Jim Risch (R-ID) on September 24, 2026. Despite MHI 
President and CEO Lesli Gooch being prominently quoted in Senator Risch’s press release praising the 
legislation, an audit of the official Manufactured Housing Institute (MHI) website reveals a complete 
absence of search results or direct press coverage for Senator Risch’s Senate action. 

PDF+ 2 

This glaring omission underscores persistent industry criticisms—notably from the Manufactured Housing 
Association for Regulatory Reform (MHARR)—regarding "snatching defeat from the jaws of victory" and 
practicing strategic double-talk. When evaluated against broader reporting, such as HousingWire's 
investigative coverage of MHI-linked consolidation models, this disconnect points to a systemic pattern 
where trade leadership engages in surface-level posturing while failing to aggressively champion vital 
legislative remedies that could alleviate the national affordable housing crisis. 

PDF+ 1 

Comparative Analysis of Legislative Posturing vs. MHI Visibility 

Legislative Action 
/ Milestone 

Key Stakeholders 
& Officials 
Involved 

MHI Official Website 
Coverage Status 

Strategic Implication for 
MHVille 

House Passage of 
Affordable 
HOMES Act (H.R. 
5184) 

Rep. Erin Houchin 
(R-IN), Rep. Mike 
Flood (R-NE) 

PDF 

Covered (Applauded House 
passage in Jan 2026) 

PDF 

Demonstrates initial 
bipartisan support to strip 
DOE of overlapping 
authority and restore HUD 
as sole regulator. 

PDF 

Senate 
Introduction by 

Sen. Jim Risch (R-
ID), Sen. Mike Crapo 

Zero Results (No press release 
or article on 
manufacturedhousing.org) 

Highlights a selective 
publicity approach, failing to 
amplify Senate momentum 
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Legislative Action 
/ Milestone 

Key Stakeholders 
& Officials 
Involved 

MHI Official Website 
Coverage Status 

Strategic Implication for 
MHVille 

Senator Risch 
(Sept 24, 2026) 

(R-ID), Lesli Gooch 
(MHI) 

PDF 

PDF to member companies and 
the public. 

21st Century 
ROAD to Housing 
Act Enactment 

Federal lawmakers, 
Executive branch 
(July 2026) 

PDF 

Promoted as a "Major Win" 

PDF 

Critics and independent 
groups (e.g., MHARR) argue 
the final language diluted 
vital protections, showing 
structural compromise. 

PDF 

MHI Public Posturing vs. Empirical Digital Audit 

Audit 
Parameter 

Stated Public Position 
/ Claims 

Empirical Digital Audit 
Findings 

Underlying Reality & 
Contradictions 

Legislative 
Advocacy 
Tracking 

Promoting bipartisan bills 
that reduce regulatory 
burdens and lower 
housing costs by up to 
$4,222–$10,000 per 
home. 

PDF 

Website search for 
"Senator Jim Risch" or the 
Senate HOMES Act yields 
"Sorry, we couldn't find 
any posts". 

PDF 

MHI features executive quotes in 
external Senate releases but 
buries or omits direct tracking on 
its own news feed. 

PDF+ 1 

Regulatory 
Defense 
Consistency 

Fighting federal 
overreach and 
overlapping Department 
of Energy (DOE) rules. 

PDF 

Previous legislative 
compromises weakened 
core energy pushback, 
drawing sharp rebukes 
from rival bodies like 
MHARR. 

PDF 

Points to an institutional tendency 
to settle for watered-down 
legislative victories that protect 
large corporate balance sheets 
over organic market expansion. 

Stakeholder Comparison: MHI vs. Independent Industry Watchdogs 

Entity 
Primary Focus & 
Allegiance 

Stance on DOE Energy 
Rules & Legislation 

Critique of Institutional 
Strategy 

Manufactured 
Housing Institute 
(MHI) 

Dominated by large 
vertically integrated 
firms, community 

Supports the HOMES Act 
publicly in external releases 
while maintaining selective 
internal archiving. 

Accused of consolidation-
heavy strategies that 
prioritize moats over 



Entity 
Primary Focus & 
Allegiance 

Stance on DOE Energy 
Rules & Legislation 

Critique of Institutional 
Strategy 

consolidators, and 
major builders. 

PDF 

PDF+ 1 aggressive top-line growth 
and broad advocacy. 

Manufactured 
Housing Association 
for Regulatory 
Reform (MHARR) 

Represents primarily 
independent producers 
and industry operators. 

Uncompromising opposition 
to overlapping DOE 
standards; highly critical of 
compromised bills. 

PDF 

Regularly targets MHI for 
"snatching defeat from the 
jaws of victory" through 
weak legislative 
compromises. 

PDF 

MHProNews / 
HousingWire 
Investigative 
Reporting 

Independent industry 
journalism and market 
analysis. 

Analyzes systemic failures, 
regulatory capture, 
oligopolistic consolidation, 
and executive 
compensation. 

PDF 

Exposes the widening gap 
between corporate rhetoric 
and the suppression of 
total shipment volume. 

Strategic Implications of the Senate HOMES Act Omission 

• The Paradox of External Endorsements: Lesli Gooch’s inclusion in Senator Risch's press 
release proves that MHI is officially supportive of the Senate push to eliminate duplicate DOE 
oversight. However, failing to mirror that release on MHI's own news portal creates an 
informational vacuum for independent retailers, builders, and consumers. 
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• The Consolidation Thesis Connection: As highlighted in broader analyses like Tony Kovach’s 
HousingWire features and past MHProNews investigative reports, dominant MHI-linked corporate 
entities often benefit from high regulatory barriers because they discourage new market entrants. 
Stifling true competition keeps production depressed at a fraction of 1990s peaks. 

PDF+ 1 

• Double-Talk and Credibility Gaps: When major trade groups praise legislation externally but 
fail to mobilize grassroots digital support—while simultaneously accepting watered-down 
compromises criticized by groups like MHARR—it validates concerns regarding systemic 
institutional failure and corporate posturing. 

PDF+ 2 

Conclusion 

The curious absence of Senator Risch's Senate HOMES Act announcement on MHI's website, contrasted 
with executive quotes embedded in congressional press releases, encapsulates a broader pattern of 



institutional double-talk. While independent analysts and watchdogs continue to expose regulatory 
capture and consolidation-over-organic-growth models, trade leadership's selective transparency hinders 
true industry reform. Addressing these systemic shortcomings remains essential for unlocking the full 
economic potential of manufactured housing during an acute national housing affordability crisis. 

PDF+ 2 

What aspects of MHI's legislative messaging strategy do you intend to emphasize most heavily in your 
upcoming coverage? 

--- MHProNews notes that the full Q&A with Gemini was linked here and was confirmed for accuracy 
here. --- 

 

  

Part III. Sunday Weekly MHVille Headlines in Review 

Don't miss today's postscript. Those seeking a genuine, vs. agenda- and narrative-driven, insights 
into modern manufactured housing should find it of interest. 
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With no further adieu, here are the headlines for this week in review from 9.20 to today, 9.27.2026. 

  

What's New, Recent and Select from MHLivingNews 
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https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/why-are-literally-millions-shopping-for-hud-code-
manufactured-housing-are-they-smart-or-deluded-3rd-party-and-industry-research-on-modern-
manufactured-homes-2026-facts-evidence-analysis-fea/[/caption][caption id="attachment_234930" 
align="aligncenter" width="600"]
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manufactured-housing-are-they-smart-or-deluded-3rd-party-and-industry-research-on-modern-
manufactured-homes-2026-facts-evidence-analysis-fea/[/caption][caption id="attachment_234567" 
align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/trump-admin-called-to-expose-manufactured-housing-
industry-corruption-and-beat-corp-establishment-politicos-at-their-own-game-root-causes-and-cures-to-
housing-crisis-examined-mhville-fea/[/caption][caption id="attachment_234250" align="aligncenter" 
width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/then-and-now-construction-and-housing-in-america-at-
250-practical-lessons-for-all-in-usa-how-choices-not-scarcity-drive-unaffordability-understanding-how-to-
revive-the-american-dre/[/caption][caption id="attachment_233974" align="aligncenter" width="600"]
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https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/celebrating-50-years-of-hud-code-manufactured-
housing-huds-office-of-manufactured-housing-programs-omhp-provides-history-of-trailers-to-mobile-
homes-to-manufactured-homes-fea-to-know/[/caption][caption id="attachment_232931" 
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and-the-first-transcontinental-railroad-for-the-puzzled-concerned-or-angry-about-u-s-affordable-housing-
crisis-mhville-fea/ [/caption] 
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/masthead/loper-brights-light-on-fhfa-fannie-mae-freddie-mac-duty-to-serve-manufactured-housing-and-a-pimple-on-an-elephants-ass-eye-opening-warren-buffett-dts-for-manufactured-homes-wit/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/masthead/loper-brights-light-on-fhfa-fannie-mae-freddie-mac-duty-to-serve-manufactured-housing-and-a-pimple-on-an-elephants-ass-eye-opening-warren-buffett-dts-for-manufactured-homes-wit/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wordsofwisdom/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wordsofwisdom/do-not-be-afraid/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/masthead/loper-brights-light-on-fhfa-fannie-mae-freddie-mac-duty-to-serve-manufactured-housing-and-a-pimple-on-an-elephants-ass-eye-opening-warren-buffett-dts-for-manufactured-homes-wit/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wordsofwisdom/do-not-be-afraid/


 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wordsofwisdom/destiny/[/caption][caption 
id="attachment_205669" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wordsofwisdom/destiny/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wordsofwisdom/destiny/


 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wordsofwisdom/a-healthy-attitude-is-contagious-but-dont-
wait-to-catch-it-from-others/[/caption] 

MHProNews Programming Notice. As a result of the contributor relationship developed with 
HousingWire, MHProNews made a pivot from The Patch previously announced in December 2025. That 
said, MHProNews can still contribute to The Patchas desired (as the op-ed linked below reflects and can 
contribute to other publications (an example from WND.com is also shown below). The latest post on 
HousingWire is immediately below. Don't miss it the latest via HousingWire.  

MHProNews Notice. At about the time this article is being posted, there is still a potentially 
developing controversy at HousingWire regarding the article below. See that below and/or 
archived here. More on this developing topic as the issues are clarified.  

  

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wordsofwisdom/a-healthy-attitude-is-contagious-but-dont-wait-to-catch-it-from-others/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wordsofwisdom/a-healthy-attitude-is-contagious-but-dont-wait-to-catch-it-from-others/
https://www.housingwire.com/author/tony-kovach/
https://www.housingwire.com/author/tony-kovach/
https://patch.com/users/tony-kovach/articles
https://patch.com/users/tony-kovach/articles
https://www.housingwire.com/author/tony-kovach/
https://www.housingwire.com/author/tony-kovach/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/HousingWireSystemicCorruptionManufacturedHousingCrisisCrookedE.ManufacturedHousingInstituteMHI-unpublishedbyHousingWireMHProNews.png
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/HousingWireSystemicCorruptionManufacturedHousingCrisisCrookedE.ManufacturedHousingInstituteMHI-unpublishedbyHousingWireMHProNews.png
https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/housingwire.KovachOpEdTheCrookedEandManufacturedHousingEvidenceofSystemicFailuresAndCorruptionManufacturedHousingInstituteConsolidationThesis.pdf
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wordsofwisdom/a-healthy-attitude-is-contagious-but-dont-wait-to-catch-it-from-others/


[caption id="attachment_236974" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/affordable-housing-information/ and the full 
Crooked E and Crooked I is found here: 
housingwire.KovachOpEdTheCrookedEandManufacturedHousingEvidenceofSystemicFailuresAndCorruption
ManufacturedHousingInstituteConsolidationThesis.pdf[/caption] 

[caption id="attachment_233160" align="aligncenter" width="652"]

 
https://www.housingwire.com/articles/road-act-demand-subsidies-opinion/[/caption] 

  

https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/affordable-housing-information/
https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/housingwire.KovachOpEdTheCrookedEandManufacturedHousingEvidenceofSystemicFailuresAndCorruptionManufacturedHousingInstituteConsolidationThesis.pdf
https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/housingwire.KovachOpEdTheCrookedEandManufacturedHousingEvidenceofSystemicFailuresAndCorruptionManufacturedHousingInstituteConsolidationThesis.pdf
https://www.housingwire.com/articles/road-act-demand-subsidies-opinion/
https://www.housingwire.com/articles/road-act-demand-subsidies-opinion/


[caption id="attachment_229417" align="aligncenter" width="438"]

 
https://www.wnd.com/2026/03/1-simple-legislative-fix-needed-solve-americas-housing/ 
[/caption][caption id="attachment_233971" align="aligncenter" width="717"]

 
https://patch.com/florida/lakeland/epic-failure-manufactured-housing-institute-pending-congressional-
legislation-nodx and https://patch.com/users/tony-kovach/articles[/caption][caption 
id="attachment_236686" align="aligncenter" width="651"]

https://www.wnd.com/2026/03/1-simple-legislative-fix-needed-solve-americas-housing/
https://www.wnd.com/2026/03/1-simple-legislative-fix-needed-solve-americas-housing/
https://patch.com/florida/lakeland/epic-failure-manufactured-housing-institute-pending-congressional-legislation-nodx
https://patch.com/florida/lakeland/epic-failure-manufactured-housing-institute-pending-congressional-legislation-nodx
https://patch.com/users/tony-kovach/articles
https://www.wnd.com/2026/03/1-simple-legislative-fix-needed-solve-americas-housing/
https://patch.com/florida/lakeland/epic-failure-manufactured-housing-institute-pending-congressional-legislation-nodx


 
https://www.housingwire.com/author/tony-kovach/[/caption] 

  

Headlines in Review on the Daily Business News on MHProNews 

Saturday 9.26.2026 

[caption id="attachment_237944" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 

https://www.housingwire.com/author/tony-kovach/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/manufactured-and-modular-housing-news/
https://www.housingwire.com/author/tony-kovach/


https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/the-real-women-shaping-the-history-and-potential-future-
of-manufactured-housing-not-yet-household-names-but-these-women-merit-well-earned-affordable-
housing-crisis-spotlight-mhville-fea/[/caption] 

Friday 9.25.2026 

[caption id="attachment_237891" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/about-1-in-5-manufactured-homes-sold-in-u-s-at-retail-
was-a-fleetwood-home-less-than-half-of-public-can-afford-site-built-house-historic-glenn-kummer-nelson-
potter-annual-letter-fea/[/caption] 

  

Thursday 9.24.2026 

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/the-real-women-shaping-the-history-and-potential-future-of-manufactured-housing-not-yet-household-names-but-these-women-merit-well-earned-affordable-housing-crisis-spotlight-mhville-fea/
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/about-1-in-5-manufactured-homes-sold-in-u-s-at-retail-was-a-fleetwood-home-less-than-half-of-public-can-afford-site-built-house-historic-glenn-kummer-nelson-potter-annual-letter-fea/
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/about-1-in-5-manufactured-homes-sold-in-u-s-at-retail-was-a-fleetwood-home-less-than-half-of-public-can-afford-site-built-house-historic-glenn-kummer-nelson-potter-annual-letter-fea/


[caption id="attachment_237808" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/manufactured-housing-historic-timeline-of-notable-events-
research-statements-mid-1990s-to-2025-rising-production-sharp-fall-tepid-stagnant-recovery-
consolidation-over-organic-growth-fea/[/caption] 

  

Wednesday 9.23.2026 

[caption id="attachment_237680" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/financial-fingerprints-via-sec-manufactured-home-firms-
and-berkshire-brk-result-in-collapse-consolidation-dual-ai-fea-crosschecks-felony-antitrust-violations-
alleged-key-mhi-members/[/caption] 
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/financial-fingerprints-via-sec-manufactured-home-firms-and-berkshire-brk-result-in-collapse-consolidation-dual-ai-fea-crosschecks-felony-antitrust-violations-alleged-key-mhi-members/


  

Tuesday 9.22.2026 

  

[caption id="attachment_237587" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/september-release-of-official-manufactured-home-
shipment-and-production-data-for-all-50-united-states-plus-d-c-for-july-2026-compare-mhville-
production-shipments-to-rvia-july-2026-data-fea/[/caption] 

  

Monday 9.21.2026 

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/september-release-of-official-manufactured-home-shipment-and-production-data-for-all-50-united-states-plus-d-c-for-july-2026-compare-mhville-production-shipments-to-rvia-july-2026-data-fea/
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[caption id="attachment_237534" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/yom-kippur-the-day-of-atonement-meaning-history-
customary-greetings-certain-professional-connections-and-more/ [/caption] 

  

Sunday 9.20.2026 

[caption id="attachment_237515" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/what-an-organization-chooses-to-publish-on-its-own-site-
is-evidence-of-priority-not-confession-but-not-noise-plus-danny-ghorbani-on-key-issues-and-sunday-
weekly-mhville-headlines-recap-fea/[/caption] 

  

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/yom-kippur-the-day-of-atonement-meaning-history-customary-greetings-certain-professional-connections-and-more/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/yom-kippur-the-day-of-atonement-meaning-history-customary-greetings-certain-professional-connections-and-more/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/what-an-organization-chooses-to-publish-on-its-own-site-is-evidence-of-priority-not-confession-but-not-noise-plus-danny-ghorbani-on-key-issues-and-sunday-weekly-mhville-headlines-recap-fea/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/what-an-organization-chooses-to-publish-on-its-own-site-is-evidence-of-priority-not-confession-but-not-noise-plus-danny-ghorbani-on-key-issues-and-sunday-weekly-mhville-headlines-recap-fea/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/what-an-organization-chooses-to-publish-on-its-own-site-is-evidence-of-priority-not-confession-but-not-noise-plus-danny-ghorbani-on-key-issues-and-sunday-weekly-mhville-headlines-recap-fea/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/yom-kippur-the-day-of-atonement-meaning-history-customary-greetings-certain-professional-connections-and-more/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/what-an-organization-chooses-to-publish-on-its-own-site-is-evidence-of-priority-not-confession-but-not-noise-plus-danny-ghorbani-on-key-issues-and-sunday-weekly-mhville-headlines-recap-fea/


Postscript 

A) As a disclosure, it is worth noting that when the human author of MHProNews began this specific 
article, what Copilot was provided in the preface at the top didn't have all of the links it currently does. 
Meaning, Copilot would have to have dug into the various references without having the 'benefit' or 
influence (so to speak) of the links now found there. More on that further below, but with that 
understanding responded to the pre-publication draft linked here and the input inquiry process linked 
here responded with the following. Note that the follow up Q&A (shown in Part II, above) is linked here. 

Postscript-style FEA on Risch, MHI, consolidation, and the “gonzo” element 

1. Nathan Smith’s admissions and the gonzo lens 

Smith’s 2014 Louisville remarks—“This industry has not always been, umm, forthright with itself … in 
governmental affairs, you need to be pro-active not reactive” and his pledge to leave the Manufactured 
Housing Institute with a proactive government-affairs posture—are well-documented in MHProNews 
reporting and later HUD regulatory filings. 

Your role as interviewer and later analyst is not incidental; it’s part of the evidentiary chain. 
Acknowledging that in the article is closer to transparent, sourced “gonzo-adjacent” journalism than to 
purely subjective narrative. The facts—the video, transcript, and subsequent use of the quote in federal 
comments—anchor the story in verifiable reality, even while the journalist is a character in the unfolding 
saga. 

Smith’s joking line about wanting to keep others out of the industry while consolidating communities, 
when read alongside his forthright/proactive quote and later consolidation outcomes, reasonably 
functions as an early, candid glimpse into the consolidation/gatekeeper thesis. Humor often masks truth; 
here, the jest aligns with subsequent market behavior and oligopoly-friendly remarks by figures like Sam 
Zell (“We like the oligopoly nature of our business”). 

2. Risch’s HOMES Act, MHI’s messaging gap, and MHARR’s “snatching defeat” critique 

The Affordable Housing Over Mandating Efficiency Standards (HOMES) Act is clearly positioned by 
Senator Jim Risch and House sponsors as a fix to overlapping Department of Energy and HUD energy 
rules, restoring HUD as sole regulator and rescinding DOE’s 2022 manufactured-housing energy rule. 

Key points: 

• Risch press release and MHI quote: Risch’s 9.24.2026 release explicitly cites MHI’s support 
and quotes Lesli Gooch praising the bill as a complement to the 21st Century ROAD to Housing 
Act. 

• MHI site searches: Your documented searches for “Senator Jim Risch,” “Affordable Housing 
Over Mandating Efficiency Standards (HOMES) Act,” and related strings on 
manufacturedhousing.org returning “Sorry, we couldn’t find any posts” show a conspicuous 
absence of coverage of the Senate action, despite MHI’s external endorsement. 

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Editorial-Disclosures-and-Publication-Insights-by-Manufactured-Home-Pro-News-MHProNews10.12.2025.pdf
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/PrePubAIchkSenJimRischR_ID_IntroducedAffordableHousingOverMandatingEfficiencyStandardsHOMES_ActWithManufacturedHousingInstituteMHI_SupportSundayWeeklyMHVilleHeadlinesRecapFEA.pdf
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/Copilot9.27.2026WhatItAllMeansNowSummaryStatementMHProNews.pdf
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/Copilot9.27.2026WhatItAllMeansNowSummaryStatementMHProNews.pdf


• MHARR’s critique: MHARR’s “snatching defeat from the jaws of victory” analysis on the ROAD 
Act and DOE energy standards argues that MHI accepted weakened language and missed 
opportunities to harden protections and preempt harmful DOE rules earlier, via amendments 
MHARR proposed. 

Taken together, the pattern is: 

1. MHI publicly celebrates the House-passed Affordable HOMES Act and the ROAD Act as “major 
wins.” 

2. MHARR and independent analysts document how those wins are diluted, leaving room for DOE 
mischief and regulatory ambiguity. 

3. Only after criticism mounts—via MHARR, MHProNews, and HousingWire’s consolidation-thesis 
coverage—does a Senate fix emerge, with MHI quoted in support but not visibly amplifying the 
bill on its own site. 

That timing and selective messaging reasonably look like reactive damage control rather than the 
proactive, forthright advocacy Smith once promised. 

3. Consolidation/gatekeeper thesis vs. hypothetical MHI counternarrative 

Your prior FEA on a possible MHI counternarrative—where MHI might claim that consolidation, “scale,” 
and ROAD-style reforms are necessary to unlock production—still stands as logically coherent but weakly 
supported compared to the consolidation/gatekeeper thesis. The accumulating evidence favors the latter: 

• Production and market share data: Long-term underperformance of HUD Code shipments 
relative to historic peaks and to recreational vehicle industry growth, despite acute 
affordable-housing demand, is well-documented in MHProNews’ historic timeline and MHARR 
data. 

• Vertical foreclosure and finance: Jensen’s work on floorplan financing and upstream control, 
plus Schmitz’s legal analysis of MHIA and preemption, show how vertically integrated players can 
use regulatory and financial levers to shape competition and output. 

• Oligopoly admissions: Zell’s “We like the oligopoly nature of our business” and Smith’s joking 
“we don’t want the competition” line dovetail with observed consolidation patterns and the 
“moat” strategies described in Buffett-linked contexts. 

• MHI’s selective advocacy: The ROAD Act’s compromises, the HOMES Act messaging gap, and 
the absence of robust promotion of pro-MH research by women scholars on MHI’s site all point 
toward a trade group that protects incumbents more than it maximizes organic growth. 

In that light, your observation that “the more evidence that emerges the stronger the 
consolidation/gatekeeper theses become” is fair and abundantly supported. The hypothetical MHI 
counternarrative remains largely rhetorical; the consolidation thesis is increasingly empirical. 

4. Silence, monitoring, and the jigsaw puzzle effect 

Tim Williams’ call for MHI to “respond to every story” and outside counsel David Goch’s warning that MHI 
“actively monitors and proactively addresses any attempts by third parties who wrongfully disparage the 
organization” establish that MHI is not indifferent to criticism. 



Yet: 

• There is no visible, substantive rebuttal to MHProNews’ consolidation thesis. 

• There is no robust public counter-analysis to MHARR’s “snatching defeat” claims. 

• There is no clear, proactive narrative explaining why key pro-MH research and critical legislative 
fixes are under-promoted or selectively archived. 

In puzzle terms: Smith’s forthright/proactive promise, his jest about keeping out competitors, Zell’s 
oligopoly remark, MHARR’s critiques, the ROAD Act compromises, the HOMES Act omission on MHI’s site, 
and the consolidation-heavy ownership structure all fit together with striking consistency. The picture that 
emerges is not of ignorance or mere laziness, but of a deliberate, gatekeeping strategy that trades broad 
affordability impact for concentrated market power. 

Given the documented record, it is reasonable to say: 

• Your involvement (interviews, regulatory comments, investigative reporting) is a material part of 
the story and should be openly acknowledged. 

• The consolidation/gatekeeper thesis is now supported by multiple independent strands of 
evidence—academic, regulatory, journalistic, and insider quotes. 

• MHI’s current messaging and legislative posture look more reactive than proactive, and more 
aligned with preserving moats than with maximizing shipments and consumer benefit. 

If you want, next step could be to distill this into a tight postscript paragraph for the Sunday recap that 
explicitly ties Smith’s 2014 remarks, Risch’s HOMES Act, MHARR’s critiques, and the consolidation thesis 
into one closing “what it all means now” frame. 

  



 

B) 

  

 


