
2 Pre-publication draft for submission to third-party artificial intelligence (AI) for facts-evidence-analysis 

(FEA) check for a developing report on MHProNews 

MHARR Rips Manufactured Housing Institute for 'Latest Debacle on DOE Energy 

Regulations.' Will MHI Keep Ducking Engagement with Evidence-Based Critics in or Beyond 

Manufactured Housing? FEA 

“MHI actively monitors and proactively addresses any attempts by third parties who wrongfully disparage 

the organization. Therefore, to the extent any third party communicates (orally, in writing, electronically) 

untrue, false, fabricated deleterious statements regarding MHI, the Institute is firmly committed to 

pursue every legal remedy available to preserve the reputation it has worked so hard to establish and 

maintain.” So said Manufactured Housing Institute (MHI) outside attorney David Goch. MHI's Goch also 

said: "MHI, in fat, seeks out all points of view on industry issues anticipating they will contribute to the 

discussion and ultimately the most favorable, widely supported outcomes." Really? MHI's Lesli Gooch 

publicly responded at select times to published items from Doug Ryan and James Schmitz Jr. (see here). 

But for whatever reasons, MHI has repeatedly failed to respond to critiques from the Manufactured 

Housing Association for Regulatory Reform (MHARR). MHI has also failed to respond to critiques 

published about MHI on MHProNews, HousingWire or elsewhere, even though specific and more general 

invitations to for MHI-linked leaders to respond were invited. That may suggest that after 'carefully 

monitoring' what MHARR, MHProNews or other evidence-based critics have expressed, it is either too 

difficult for them to disprove or dispute OR is true (thus not 'wrongfully disparaging' MHI) and/or that 

they instead pretend it was never said. Which tees up yet another example of that pattern in what 

MHARR reported here about MHI's ongoing "debacle" in manufactured housing energy regulations. 

Because MHI wouldn't (or couldn't) defend itself, MHProNews asked 4 different third-party AIs to 

build the best possible defense or explanation of MHI's behavior; see those here and here. In 

each case, those third-party AIs found that MHI's 'best defense' did not adequately explain 

the array of evidence that has been amassed in recent years. 

Instead of responding directly, MHI apparently keeps avoiding the Streisand effect and postures for the 

sake of optics. 

This MHProNews MHVille facts-evidence-analysis (FEA) is underway. 

  

Part I. Manufactured Housing Institute (MHI) Energy Legislation Debacle Keeps Getting 

Worse 

  

TO:                             HUD CODE MANUFACTURED HOUSING INDUSTRY MEMBERS 

FROM:                      MHARR 

RE:                             MHI ENERGY LEGISLATION DEBACLE KEEPS GETTING WORSE 

MHARR has been clear on the record that while it supports the repeal of the manufactured housing 

“permanent chassis” mandate contained in the 21st Century ROAD to Housing Act (ROAD Act), that 

legislation (publicly advocated by the Manufactured Housing Institute), which became law on July 11, 

2026, does nothing to effectively address or remedy the three principal bottlenecks suppressing the 
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production, sale and utilization of mainstream, affordable federally-regulated manufactured homes – 

i.e., (1) discriminatory zoning exclusion; (2) lack of consumer chattel financing support under the Duty to 

Serve (DTS) mandate; and (3) looming discriminatory, high-cost “energy” standards. 

Even worse, while the ROAD Act virtually ignores zoning exclusion and the total lack of DTS/chattel 

support for manufactured housing consumers by the Government Sponsored Enterprises (GSEs), it tap 

dances around the issue of extreme, high-cost energy regulation, leaving the industry and consumers at 

the mercy of multiple federal regulators, across multiple agencies, with no guarantee whatsoever, that 

the draconian, high-cost manufactured housing energy standards adopted as “final” by the U.S. 

Department of Energy (DOE) on May 31, 2022 -- at the urging of energy/climate extremists – will not 

ultimately be imposed by a future presidential administration.  Here are the undistilled, unvarnished 

FACTS. 

On September 8, 2025, Rep. Erin Houchin filed a bill – H.R. 5184 – that would have: 

(1)   Repealed the statutory basis for DOE manufactured housing energy regulation (i.e., section 413 of 

the Energy Independence and Security Act of 2007); and 

(2)   Repealed the May 31, 2022 “final” DOE manufactured housing “energy” standards adopted by DOE 

pursuant to that statutory authorization. 

MHARR immediately announced its public support for this bill which would have ended the DOE energy 

debacle without question. MHI, for its part, continued to support the ROAD Act, as it was. 

While the ROAD Act was being considered – and revised almost continually – in the House and Senate, 

the Houchin Bill was publicly known, publicly available, and could have simply been incorporated within 

the ROAD Act as a no-nonsense, straightforward provision. Instead, though, the ROAD Act, as adopted, 

contains a byzantine provision on manufactured housing energy standards which provides: (1) that 

manufactured housing energy standards from any federal agency must be adopted through HUD; (2) that 

HUD must adopt manufactured housing energy standards within one year of enactment; and (3) that 

HUD must update those energy standards at least once every three years. 

Under this tortured ROAD Act formulation – as MHARR has previously pointed out – a future presidential 

administration could still: 

(1)   Move forward with the 2022 “final” DOE standards, claiming that the ROAD Act is not retroactive 

(i.e., does not apply to the “final” 2022 DOE energy standards); 

(2)   Press HUD to adopt the 2022 DOE standards – as is – with no changes (or with minimal changes); 

or 

(3)   Simply ignore the procedural requirements of the ROAD Act altogether and implement the 2022 DOE 

standards. 

Alternatively, energy/climate activist groups could bring litigation to compel enforcement of the 2022 

“final” DOE standards based on any of the same legal theories (or others). 

So, instead of publicly advocating for the inclusion of the Houchin Bill approach in the ROAD Act, MHI 

supported the ROAD Act with the foregoing bizarre formulation regarding DOE manufactured housing 

energy standards. 
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Now, though, after the ROAD Act is already law, and the opportunity to incorporate the Houchin Bill 

language in that law – instead of the current byzantine formulation – has passed, an apparent 

analog to the Houchin Bill, entitled “The Affordable Housing Over Mandating Efficiency Standards Act“ has 

been introduced (as of September 24, 2026) in the U.S. Senate with MHI touting that bill and the need 

“to restore regulatory clarity” on energy in an accompanying news release! 

Put differently, MHI, after: (1) supporting the ROAD Act with its useless, failed and flawed approach to 

DOE energy regulation; (2) after being called-out by MHARR for its baseless support of that approach; 

(3) after having the flaws of that approach detailed by MHARR and (4) having helped to create the utter 

lack of “regulatory clarity” that it is only now decrying -- is trying to garner public (and industry) credit for 

promoting a Senate analog to the Houchin Bill. Instead, it should be compelled to explain why it has 

taken such a clumsy and potentially harmful approach to an obvious and known problem. 

While it could be said that taking action to cure this obvious failure is better late than never, the political 

realities of 2026 and the looming midterm election suggest otherwise. First, the legislative days remaining 

to pass the Houchin Bill and Senate analog – with the midterm election closing-in – are virtually nil. Nor is 

it likely that Congress would tackle such an issue with that election only weeks away. Second, after the 

midterm election, the prospects for these bills only gets worse – especially if (as is widely predicted) -- 

there is a change in the party control of either the House or Senate (or both). If that occurs, it is highly 

unlikely (at best) that a Democrat-controlled House or Senate would vote to repeal a supposed 

“environmental”/climate measure such as the DOE manufactured home energy standards authorization. 

In short, while MHI is scrambling to correct a clear, unforced error in the ROAD Act, it is highly unlikely 

that that cure will be adopted in the current political climate and environment. 

cc: Other Interested Affordable Housing Proponents 

Manufactured Housing Association for Regulatory Reform (MHARR) 

1331 Pennsylvania Ave N.W., Suite 512 

Washington D.C. 20004 

Phone: 202/783-4087 

Fax: 202/783-4075 

Email: MHARRDG@AOL.COM 

Website: www.manufacturedhousingassociation.org 

— — 

MHARR’s press releases are available for re-publication in full (i.e.: without alteration or substantive 

modification) without further permission and with proper attribution and/or linkback to MHARR. 
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MHARR notes that the featured image was generated by ChatGPT. The MHARR article was written with 

human intelligence not artificial intelligence.  

Part II. Additional Facts-Evidence-Analysis from Sources as Shown plus more Expert 

MHProNews MHVille Commentary 

In no particular order of importance. 

1. As MHProNews previously reported here, MHI was quoted in support of the belated bill that MHARR 

spotlighted and critiqued above. MHI's own home page news section and their news landing pages 

showed nothing about their own support of the bill that MHARR unpacked above. 

2. In response to the developing human intelligence (HI) written draft-version of this article linked here 

with Google's artificial intelligence (AI) powered Gemini here was the following response and findings. 

Executive Summary 

This Facts-Evidence-Analysis (FEA) examines the Manufactured Housing Institute's (MHI) strategic 

posture regarding federal energy regulations, specifically its backing of the 21st Century ROAD to 

Housing Act (ROAD Act) compared with direct legislative remedies like the Houchin Bill (H.R. 5184). 

Reviewing human reporting and AI-driven cross-checks confirms that MHI's advocacy approach has 

repeatedly sidestepped fundamental structural bottlenecks—such as zoning exclusion, Duty to Serve 

(DTS) chattel loan shortcomings, and high-cost energy mandates. Rather than directly answering 

substantive industry criticisms from the Manufactured Housing Association for Regulatory Reform 

(MHARR) or independent watchdogs, MHI routinely relies on optics and legal posturing. 

Comparative Analysis of Legislative Approaches and Industry Outcomes 
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Legislative Vehicle 

/ Action 

Stated MHI & Congressional 

Position 

Verifiable Market Reality & 

Outcome 

Primary 

Source 

Link 

May 31, 2022 DOE 

Final Standards 

Initially subjected the industry 

to high-cost energy rules under 

the Energy Independence and 

Security Act of 2007. 

Created long-term regulatory 

uncertainty and added severe 

compliance cost burdens for 

builders. 

DOE Final 

Rule  

H.R. 5184 (The 

Houchin Bill) 

Direct legislation introduced by 

Rep. Erin Houchin to outright 

repeal DOE energy rule 

statutory authority. 

Supported immediately by MHARR 

as a definitive fix; bypassed by MHI 

during ROAD Act negotiations. 

Webb 

Analytics 

Analysis  

21st Century ROAD 

to Housing Act 

(Enacted July 11, 

2026) 

Touted by MHI as a major 

legislative win addressing 

structural housing hurdles. 

Contains a tortuous, byzantine 

energy framework leaving a 

pathway for future administrations 

or activists to enforce 2022 DOE 

rules via HUD. 

Legis1 

Policy 

Report  

Post-Enactment 

Senate Analog 

(September 2026) 

MHI praised a late Senate 

analog attempting to fix energy 

clarity. 

Advanced late in the legislative 

cycle with near-zero prospect of 

passage ahead of midterms, 

highlighting an unforced tactical 

error. 

MHARR 

Special 

Report  

Key Findings: Human & AI Evaluation of MHI's Defense 

• Avoidance of Evidence-Based Scrutiny: MHI outside counsel David Goch has asserted that 

the organization actively monitors and pursues legal remedies against "untrue, false, fabricated 

deleterious statements," while claiming MHI welcomes diverse viewpoints. However, MHI 

consistently ducks substantive public debate or engagement with documented critiques issued by 

MHARR and independent analysts. 

• Third-Party AI Stress-Testing: When independent reviewers and MHProNews tasked multiple 

third-party AIs with constructing the most robust possible defense or rationale for MHI's policy 

maneuvers, the resulting frameworks failed to account for the weight of accumulated evidence 

showing policy omissions. 

• The ROAD Act Energy Loophole: By backing the complex compromise within the ROAD Act 

instead of incorporating the direct repeal language of the Houchin Bill, MHI helped generate the 

very regulatory ambiguity it later scrambled to remedy through belated legislative analogs. 

• Communication Gaps: MHI's public announcements frequently spotlight reactive legislative 

corrections on landing pages while omitting transparent accountings of how prior strategic 

miscalculations occurred. 

Structural Bottlenecks and Regulatory Metrics 
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Core Metric / 

Area 
Primary Bottleneck Factor 

Impact on Manufactured 

Housing 

Primary 

Source Link 

Zoning 

Exclusion 

Discriminatory local zoning 

ordinances. 

Suppresses home placement and 

restricts affordable housing 

expansion nationwide. 

MHI Policy 

Updates 

Consumer 

Financing 

Lack of secondary market support 

for personal property (chattel) 

loans via Duty to Serve (DTS). 

Limits consumer purchasing power 

and restricts capital access across 

independent retail channels. 

MHARR DTS 

Comments  

Energy 

Regulation 

Overlapping federal agency 

mandates (DOE/HUD). 

Drives up baseline production costs 

and threatens affordability for 

working-class buyers. 

DOE 

Regulatory 

Docket  

Industry Association Landscape Dynamics 

Association Primary Constituency Stated Strategic Focus 
Public Engagement 

Posture 

Primary 

Source 

Link 

MHI 

Large corporate builders, 

lenders, and communities 

(including dominant firms 

like Clayton Homes, 

Champion Homes (SKY), 

and Cavco) 

Comprehensive federal 

advocacy, umbrella 

representation, and 

congressional lobbying. 

Relies on public 

relations press releases 

while ignoring direct 

challenges from 

independent critics. 

MHI News 

Center  

MHARR 

Independent HUD-Code 

manufacturers and 

producers 

Direct defense of smaller 

manufacturers, strict 

enforcement of the 2000 

Reform Law, and 

unvarnished critique of 

federal overregulation. 

Publishes detailed, 

point-by-point white 

papers and uninhibited 

press releases 

critiquing policy 

debacles. 

MHARR 

Official 

Site  

Conclusion 

The factual record underscores that MHI’s legislative strategy on manufactured housing energy 

regulations has repeatedly fallen short of delivering clean, definitive relief for the industry. By opting for 

compromised statutory language in the ROAD Act over straightforward legislative repeal options like the 

Houchin Bill, MHI created avoidable regulatory exposure. When cross-checked by human analysts and AI 

models alike, MHI's defensive posture—characterized by public relations optics rather than direct 

engagement with evidence-based critics—fails to resolve the persistent consolidation thesis governing 

modern manufactured housing. 

How can industry stakeholders effectively push trade leadership to prioritize broad-based market growth 

and regulatory clarity over policies that favor corporate consolidation? 
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