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Gemini, time for a fresh facts-evidence-analysis (FEA) check for MHProNews, in this case, for the Sunday
weekly recaps plus the headline topic shown here: https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wp-
content/uploads/2026/08/PrePubAIchkNewDeputyAssistantSecretaryDASforOfficeOfManufacturedHousing
ProgramsOMHP.AppointedFollowingMHARRrequestMHInewsOnHUD.DAS_.PlusSundayWeeklyMHVilleHead|
inesRecapFEA.pdf and uploaded directly to you. The two PDFs are the same document. It seems to me
that a day after "The Crooked E..." HousingWire column by L. A. "Tony" Kovach, which names MHI in the
subheading and in the article itself, MHI certainly had time to respond via social media, or on their own
website, or via a press release to mainstream media, are those fair observations? MHI clearly has the
ability to respond, because they did to Schmitz and Ohanian (at least to complain about 'tone") and
responded to Doug Ryan some years back, as examples of their ability to respond. But have they
responded to critiques by MHARR? Has MHI publicly and directly responded to critiques by
MHProNews/MHLivingNews, or Kovach via the Patch or HousingWire (among PRs and other sources)? Is
it fair to say that the Doug Ryan response demonstrates that MHI knows how to back up the words of
Tim Williams/21st or David Goch as quoted in the developing report? When MHI member Frank Rolfe
critiqued MHI, did they respond publicly to him? To my eye as an industry
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wp-
content/uploads/2025/08/PraiseKudosForMHProNewsMHLivingNewsLATonyKovachSoheylaKovachQuoteC
ollageIndustryExpertiseMostPublishedMostRigorousReportingGrokGeminiCopilot2-scaled.png expert, it
seems that MHI is willing to respond if they think they see a weakness in the published complaint (as the
Doug Ryan example https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/epic-kevin-clayton-moat-rant-analysis-
lesli-gooch-debate-defense-doug-ryan-charge-end-clayton-monopoly-over-manufactured-housing-
breaching-buffett-berkshire-clayton-monopolistic-moat-method/ demonstrated) and in the
Schmitz/Ohanian example, MHI avoided ANY mention of the sabotage monopoly argument raised by
Schmitz and his colleagues over a period of years, but focused instead on the narrow issue of 'tone,’
correct? Meaning, MHI apparently looks for weaknesses in critical voices arguments and then goes after
that perceived weakness, is that fair, accurate, and supported by clear evidence? That said, clearly a new
DAS over the OMHP is news, correct? Yet MHI has (at this date/time) to my knowledge not made any
published 'news' on that topic, have they? Keep in mind our protocols. Use current organizational names
(e.g.: Skyline Champion (SKY) became Champion Homes (SKY) in Aug 2024, CFED became Prosperity
Now, SSK Communities became Flagship Communities, etc. all of which should ONLY be mentioned if or
as needed in your FEA model response). Offer an executive summary, 3 or 4 tables, use plain text
hyperlinks to support your findings, and conclude with a summary that pulls together not only your
remarks but if the points raised in the developing article.
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Executive Summary

An analysis of the factual record, trade publications, public corporate messaging, and industry legal
statements reveals a consistent pattern: the Manufactured Housing Institute (MHI) selective response
strategy relies heavily on strategic silence. MHI routinely ignores core structural critiques regarding
market consolidation, preemption enforcement, and production suppression raised by the Manufactured
Housing Association for Regulatory Reform (MHARR), independent trade media

(MHProNews| MHLivingNews), and outside commentators. Conversely, MHI has historically intervened
when it perceives narrow vulnerabilities—such as disputing external proposals (e.g., Doug
Ryan/CFED/Prosperity Now) or raising minor objections regarding "tone" (as seen in response to James
A. Schmitz Jr. and Lee Ohanian).

Furthermore, while HUD's August 24, 2026, appointment of Christopher Patterson as Deputy Assistant
Secretary (DAS) of the Office of Manufactured Housing Programs (OMHP) represents a significant
regulatory development following direct requests by MHARR, MHI has published no public-facing news on
the appointment as of late August 2026.

Key Observations & Evidence Synthesis
Strategic Engagement vs. Selective Silence

1. Public Availability and Monitoring Capacity: Statements from key MHI-affiliated leaders
establish that MHI actively monitors public communications and maintains the organizational
apparatus to respond. Tim Williams (President/CEQO of 21st Mortgage Corp., a Berkshire
Hathaway subsidiary, and former MHI Chairman) publicly noted that "there are good arguments
that we should respond to every story, refute every statistic, and make our case to the public".
Additionally, MHI outside counsel David P. Goch (Webster, Chamberlain & Bean LLP) explicitly
documented that MHI "actively monitors and proactively addresses any attempts by third parties
who wrongfully disparage the organization".



2. Deflection to Narrow Vulnerabilities: When MHI has chosen to engage, it frequently avoids
central systemic arguments. In the case of academic critiques regarding market consolidation or
monopolistic practices (such as those by Schmitz and Ohanian), MHI focused public objections on
the narrow issue of "tone" rather than addressing core antitrust or market capture allegations. In
contrast, when responding to external proposals from figures like Doug Ryan, MHI actively
engaged to defend its posture.

3. Response to Internal and External Critique: Internal critiques from prominent industry
members (such as Frank Rolfe or Spencer Roane) or external op-eds published across
mainstream and trade media (including HousingWire, WND, and The Patch) have gone largely
unrefuted in public forums by MHI, despite explicit legal warnings against disparagement.

4. Silence on Major Regulatory News: Following an August 12, 2026 petition by MHARR to HUD
Secretary Scott Turner requesting structural oversight reform, HUD announced the appointment
of Christopher Patterson as OMHP DAS on August 24, 2026. Despite the significance of new
leadership over the HUD Code regulatory program, MHI's public-facing news channels remained
silent on the topic as of August 29, 2026.

Analytical Tables

Table 1: Engagement Pattern Analysis — MHI Response Behavior Across Specific Critiques

Target / Critic

Doug Ryan /
CFED (Prosperity
Now)

James Schmitz
Jr. & Lee Ohanian

Frank Rolfe /
Independent
Members

Nature of Critique
/ Event

Critique of
manufactured
housing financing &
industry structure

Academic paper
alleging sabotage
monopoly and
production
suppression

Internal industry
critiques regarding
MHI board direction
and effectiveness

MHI Response
/ Action

Direct public
response and
defense

Public letter
focusing on
negative "tone"

Legal warning
letters via outside
counsel David
Goch; no
substantive public
debate

FEA Characterization

Targeted Engagement:
Responded directly where
MHI identified perceived
analytical gaps or policy
disagreement.

Deflection Strategy:
Avoided core
monopolization and
production throttling
arguments; centered
objection on tone.

Internal Suppression:
Used legal rhetoric
regarding disparagement
rather than engaging in
open debate.



Target / Critic

MHProNews /
MHLivingNews /
L. A. "Tony"
Kovach

MHARR
(Regulatory
Reform
Association)

Benchmark /
Metric

Annual
Manufactured
Home Production

Comparative
Sector Growth
(RVs vs. MH)

Regulatory
Preemption
Implementation

Nature of Critique
/ Event

Multi-year FEA
reporting on
consolidation,
preemption failure,
and MHI narrative
vs. performance

Formal press
releases, HUD
petitions, and
criticism of ROAD
Act energy
provisions

Historic /
Target Level

372,840 units
(1998 Highwater
Mark)

1995-2000: MH
outproduced RVs
(1.22t0 1)

MHIA 2000
"Enhanced
Preemption”
statutory
mandate

MHI Response
/ Action

Public silence;
ongoing active
monitoring
without formal
public refutation

Public silence on
MHARR releases;
no public rebuttal
of OMHP DAS
appointment

Table 2: Production Stagnation vs. MHI Advocacy Narratives

Current Industry
Status (2025-
2026)

~50,359 units YTD
(June 2026); trailing
~90k-100k annual
rate

2001-2024: RVs
outproduced MH
(3.69to 1)

Local zoning
exclusions remain
widespread
nationwide

FEA Characterization

Selective Avoidance /
Streisand Effect
Mitigation: Avoids public
debate that could amplify
detailed documentary
evidence.

Parallel Operation:
Ignores independent
producer advocacy while
maintaining corporate-
focused lobbying efforts.

Operational
Discrepancy

Production remains
operating at roughly 30%
of its historic peak
despite a national
affordable housing crisis.

RV sector expanded
dramatically while HUD-
code manufactured
housing production
stagnated under
consolidated leadership.

Lack of aggressive federal
enforcement or legal
action by major trade
groups to overcome local
zoning barriers.



Benchmark /
Metric

Financing Access
(Duty to Serve /
Chattel)

Historic /
Target Level

Mandatory
chattel loan
support via
Fannie Mae &
Freddie Mac

Current Industry
Status (2025-
2026)

Chattel secondary
market
implementation
largely unfulfilled

Table 3: Comparative Media Platform & Publication Matrix

Media Outlet /
Platform

HousingWire

MHProNews

MHLivingNews

MHARR

Primary Focus /
Topic Covered

"The Crooked E" and
Manufactured Housing:
Evidence of Systemic
Failures and Corruption

Executive analysis,
weekly headline recaps,
and MHI monitoring
checks

Consumer-facing
research, affordability
analysis, and structural
market barriers

Regulatory reform, HUD
petition for OMHP DAS
replacement, energy
rule repeal

Content Link /
Reference

HousingWire
Article

MHProNews
Main Hub

MHLivingNews
Portal

MHARR Official
Releases

Table 4: Key Corporate & Organizational Entity Terminology

Operational
Discrepancy

Dominant vertically
integrated lenders
maintain market control
while broader chattel
lending access remains
restricted.

FEA Significance

Elevates MHI consolidation
and production failure
arguments to mainstream
housing industry
readership.

Provides continuous FEA
reporting on industry
governance, production
data, and regulatory
oversight.

Analyzes broader housing
market trends, national
debt impacts, and
homebuyer accessibility.

Represents independent

manufacturers advocating
for statutory enforcement
and administrative reform.


https://www.housingwire.com/articles/systemic-corruption-manufactured-housing-crisis/
https://www.housingwire.com/articles/systemic-corruption-manufactured-housing-crisis/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/
https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/
https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/

Current Entity /
Brand Name

Champion Homes
(SKY)

Cavco Industries
(CvCO)

Clayton Homes
(BRK)

Prosperity Now

Flagship
Communities

Conclusion & Synthesis

Historical / Former
Name(s)

Skyline Champion (SKY) (Pre-
Aug 2024); Champion
Enterprises

Cavco Industries / Absorbed
Fleetwood Enterprises brands
post-BK

Clayton Homes / Absorbed
Oakwood Homes post-BK

CFED (Corporation for
Enterprise Development)

SSK Communities

Corporate Context & Industry
Status

Major publicly traded producer;
consolidated multiple historic brands
including Skyline Homes.

One of the "Big Three" dominant
vertically integrated HUD-code
manufacturers.

Subsidiary of Berkshire Hathaway;
largest producer and lender in the
manufactured housing sector.

Non-profit policy organization involved
in manufactured housing financing
policy debates.

Consolidated land-lease community
owner and operator.

The documentary evidence supports the conclusion that MHI's messaging strategy relies on selective

response. Despite maintaining explicit capabilities and stated policy commitments to monitor and refute

public critiques (as outlined by Tim Williams and David Goch), MHI systematically avoids engaging in

public debate regarding core structural critiques—such as production throttling, market consolidation, or

failure to enforce statutory preemption.

Instead, MHI selectively targets peripheral issues, such as objecting to "tone" or addressing external
policy proposals where it identifies a strategic advantage. The ongoing silence regarding major
administrative developments—such as HUD's appointment of Christopher Patterson as OMHP DAS
following MHARR's documented requests—further highlights the divide between independent advocacy
efforts for industry growth and the consolidated corporate status quo represented by MHI.



