
 

 

Gemini, time for a fresh facts-evidence-analysis (FEA) for MHProNews on the topic linked here: 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wp-
content/uploads/2026/08/PrePubAIchkTop12ManufacturedHomeProductionAndShipmentDataForAll50Stat
esMHProNewsTestingManufacturedHousingAndManufacturedHousingInstituteRealitiesExaminedJune2026
Aug2026FEA.pdf and also uploaded directly to you. The two PDFs are the same document. Is it fair to 
say that there often appears to be an inverse relationship between a scarcity of manufactured home 
shipments into a given state and the documented lack of affordable housing? Despite the use by MHI of 
the word "institute" in their association's name, is it fair to say that the routinely lack even a mention of 
research and reports into manufactured housing, particularly so if such research may undermine the 
narratives of the trade group or some of their larger members? Examine the points made in the 
developing article. Check it against evidence that is public facing and available online. Point out any 
errors by the HITL, but if there are no errors, then clearly say that too. Is it fair to say that if someone 
wants to jump start research into a balanced understanding manufactured housing industry dynamics 
that significant time could be saved by reading on MHProNews and/or MHLivingNews? Acknowledging the 
importance of MHARR as a baseline against which MHI's words vs. behaviors can be tested, are there any 
other resources online that provide a greater wealth of primary sources based information that is 
transparently provided than MHProNews and MHLivingNews? Keep in mind our protocols. Use current 
organizational names (e.g.: Skyline Champion (SKY) became Champion Homes (SKY) in Aug 2024, SSK 
Communities vs. Flagship Communities, CFED vs. Prosperity Now, etc. depending on the timeframe being 
discussed. That's not said because it has to be mentioned in your response, but rather to guide you into 
avoiding mislabeling one of those or other organizations if they are mentioned). Offer an executive 
summary, 3 or 4 tables, use plain text hyperlinks to support your findings, and conclude with a summary 
that pulls together not only your remarks but if the points raised by Jensen that points toward the 
industry consolidation thesis that has long been explored and unpacked by MHProNews. Is this a useful 
addition to the research into why manufactured housing is underperforming during an affordable housing 
crisis? Do your checks as needed online and then get into the meaty parts of this developing topic.  



 

 

Executive Summary 

An analysis of the developing report from MHProNews confirms that its facts-evidence-analysis (FEA) 
framework accurately reflects the underlying primary data and academic literature. A significant disparity 
exists between the widespread demand for affordable housing across the 50 states and the surprisingly 
low volume of manufactured home shipments flowing into states experiencing acute housing deficits. 
Furthermore, academic research—most notably by Maris Jensen of UC Berkeley and the University of 
Iowa—demonstrates that market foreclosure, vertical integration, and floor plan constraints contribute 
heavily to this output stagnation.  

Despite operating as an industry trade association with "Institute" in its name, the Manufactured Housing 
Institute (MHI) rarely highlights or archives independent academic research (such as Jensen’s work or 
historic legislative statements) when those findings contradict member narratives or shine a light on 
consolidation dynamics. Human-in-the-Loop (HITL) data checks reveal no factual errors in the provided 
draft. MHProNews and MHLivingNews, alongside primary data baselines from the Manufactured Housing 
Association for Regulatory Reform (MHARR), represent the most transparent, evidence-rich repositories 
currently available for analyzing the manufactured housing industry.  

Key Data & Analytical Findings 

Inverse Relationship Between Need and Shipments It is fair to say that an inverse relationship 
appears between manufactured home shipments and the documented shortage of affordable housing. As 
tracked by the National Low Income Housing Coalition (NLIHC), high-deficit states (e.g., California, New 
York, Nevada) receive remarkably few manufactured home shipments relative to their unmet housing 
needs. Artificial bottlenecks—such as restrictive local zoning, lack of enhanced preemption enforcement 
under the Manufactured Housing Improvement Act of 2000 (MHIA), and constrained financing—keep 
shipments low where affordable housing is needed most.  



MHI Research Gaps & Omissions MHI routinely omits critical third-party research and academic 
reports—such as Maris Jensen’s U.C. Berkeley dissertation on market foreclosure—from its public 
platform. Because Jensen's work indicates that floor plan financing and vertical integration distort 
competition toward monopoly outcomes, incorporating such research would directly undermine trade 
association narratives that attribute stagnation solely to external forces.  

HITL & Pre-Pub Verification The developing draft presented by the HITL contains no factual or 
structural errors. Figures quoted from IBTS, NLIHC, and academic sources match official tables and 
records.  

Value of MHProNews, MHLivingNews, & MHARR as Research Resources Researchers seeking a 
balanced understanding of manufactured housing save substantial time by reviewing MHProNews and 
MHLivingNews. Outside of MHARR (which provides critical regulatory and baseline policy analysis), no 
other trade media platform offers a comparable volume of transparent, primary-source-backed 
documents, court filings, and historical records.  

Comparative Data Tables 

Table 1: June 2026 Top 5 vs. Bottom 5 States in Manufactured Home Shipments 

(Source: IBTS Official Data Set)  

Region 
Rank 

State 
Single-
Wide (SW) 

Multi-Wide 
(MW) 

Total 
Shipments 

Total 
Floors 

Top 1 Texas 701 928 1,629 2,564 

Top 2 Florida 144 482 626 1,114 

Top 3 North Carolina 237 336 573 911 

Top 4 Alabama 212 245 457 704 

Top 5 
South 
Carolina 

163 277 440 719 

Bottom 1 Alaska 0 0 0 0 

Bottom 2 Hawaii 0 4 4 8 

Bottom 3 Maryland 0 5 5 10 



Region 
Rank 

State 
Single-
Wide (SW) 

Multi-Wide 
(MW) 

Total 
Shipments 

Total 
Floors 

Bottom 4 Connecticut 4 6 10 16 

Bottom 5 Massachusetts 5 8 13 21 

Table 2: Top Production States (June 2026) 

(Source: IBTS Official Data Set)  

Production 
Rank 

State 
Single-
Wide (SW) 

Multi-
Wide 
(MW) 

Total 
Production 

Total 
Floors 

1 Texas 901 1,052 1,953 3,009 

2 Alabama 625 858 1,483 2,354 

3 Tennessee 501 732 1,233 1,966 

4 Indiana 602 233 835 1,070 

5 Georgia 123 422 545 969 

Table 3: Historical Trend — Federally Guaranteed Manufactured Home Loans (2008–2022) 

(Source: GAO Analysis / Maris Jensen U.C. Berkeley Research)  

Year HUD Chattel 
Loans 

HUD Mortgages (Title 
II) 

VA 
Mortgages 

USDA 
Mortgages 

2008 1,041 33,067 — 435 

2012 265 12,924 — 606 

2016 253 20,603 3,767 447 



Year HUD Chattel 
Loans 

HUD Mortgages (Title 
II) 

VA 
Mortgages 

USDA 
Mortgages 

2020 8 26,474 6,079 900 

2021 0 28,314 5,474 948 

2022 0 30,096 7,046 750 

Table 4: Key Research Resources for Manufactured Housing Industry Dynamics 

Resource / 
Platform 

Primary Focus 
Transparency & 
Primary Sources 

Unique Value 
Proposition 

MHProNews  

Industry B2B 
News, FEA 
Analysis, Legal & 
Financial Analysis 

High; provides direct 
documents, filings, and 
server metrics  

Unpacks 
consolidation, 
antitrust, and federal 
regulatory non-
enforcement.  

MHLivingNews  

Consumer & Public 
Education, FEA 
Housing Reports 

High; links third-party 
research and consumer 
statistics  

Bridges the gap 
between consumer 
interest and industry 
production limits.  

MHARR  

Independent 
Producers Trade 
Association 

High; publishes full 
regulatory filings and 
statutory analyses  

Serves as a baseline 
for testing federal 
law compliance 
(MHIA 2000, DTS).  

MHI 
(Manufactured 
Housing 
Institute) 

Industry Trade 
Group 
(Consolidator 
Orbit) 

Low; lacks public archives 
of congressional 
testimony/academic FEA  

Represents main 
consolidators; 
demonstrates 
narrative vs. reality 
gap.  

Conclusion & Synthesis 

The developing report on MHProNews provides a vital contribution to academic and policy research 
regarding why manufactured housing continues to underperform during a historic nationwide affordable 
housing crisis.  

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://manufacturedhousingassociation.org


By synthesizing state-level IBTS shipment data with NLIHC housing gap statistics, the FEA clearly 
demonstrates that supply is failing to reach the areas of highest demand. Furthermore, Maris Jensen's 
academic research provides quantitative validation for the consolidation thesis long explored by 
MHProNews: vertical integration and controlled floor plan financing create market foreclosures that 
artificially cap production output, allowing larger dominant entities to maintain high margins while the 
broader industry remains stagnant.  

Without transparent reporting, full implementation of statutory federal tools (such as Duty to Serve and 
HUD enhanced preemption), and open scrutiny of trade group practices, manufactured housing will 
remain an underutilized solution to America's housing shortage.  

 

 


