
 

Gemini, we are starting a fresh facts-evidence-analysis (FEA) on a new topic as follows. 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wp-
content/uploads/2026/08/PrePubAIchkMHARRcallsOnHUD.SecretaryE.ScottTurnerToProb
eAndReformHUD.CodeManufacturedHousingProgram1.pdf and the upload directly to you 
are the same MHProNews working draft PDF. Are the items from the MHARR website 
faithfully reproduced? Does the Manufactured Housing Institute (MHI) website have any 
similar information, or for that matter, any public-facing 'news' items thus far (say the date 
and time Eastern) at the time you are doing this FEA check? Has MHI directly and publicly 
responded to any of the FEA based critiques on MHProNews published in 2026, especially 
those of the last two months? Is that an apparent example of strategic avoidance? Isn't the 
lack of response potentially evidence that they don't have an easy or good response to 
make? Beyond the fact that organizations of a certain size normally monitor the media for 
possible critiques so that they can respond, didn't David Goch on behalf of MHI specifically 
say in a letter that MHI monitors criticisms? Hasn't MHProNews documented direct 
outreaches, and routinely offered in the 'postscript' portion of articles the publicly stated 
invitation to respond? Doesn't all of that hold a certain significance when considering 
MHARR's outreach to HUD Sec. Turner? Isn't regulatory capture, perhaps used in an 
unusual way (meaning, MHI apparently seeks at this time to limit the manufactured 
housing market to foster consolidation rather than to organically grow it? Doesn't research 
by Maris Jensen, Samuel Strommen, concerns raised by MHARR, PESP or UMMC, and the 
national class action antitrust suit that named defendants who are in 8 instances out of 11 
MHI members? Didn't MHI's curious avoidance of supporting the MHARR amendments in 
the recently passed 21st Century ROAD to Housing Act arguably indicate that they aren't 
seeking organic growth? Isn't a decline in production in 2026 based on YTD stats compared 
to 2025 indicate an accepted stall or plateau that will tend to benefit consolidation? So, 
while MHARR didn't directly raise some of those points, don't issues raised by MHARR 
(example: composition of the MHCC) point to essentially a kind of regulatory capture with 
perverse incentives? Unpack that in the context of a check of MHARR's statements, the 
working draft and this input inquiry. Don't forget our protocols: Use current organizational 
names (e.g.: Skyline Champion (SKY) became Champion Homes (SKY) in Aug 2024, 
Flagship vs. SSK, CFED vs. Prosperity Now, etc.) Offer an executive summary, 3 or 4 tables, 
use plain text hyperlinks to support your findings, and conclude with a summary that pulls 
together not only your remarks but if the points raised by Jensen that points toward the 



industry consolidation thesis that has long been explored and unpacked by MHProNews. Is 
this a useful addition to the research into why manufactured housing is underperforming 
during an affordable housing crisis?  Use plain text hyperlinks to support your findings.  

 



  

 

Executive Summary 

This Facts-Evidence-Analysis (FEA) audit verifies that the Manufactured Housing 
Association for Regulatory Reform (MHARR) press release and its August 12, 2026 
letter to HUD Secretary E. Scott Turner are faithfully reproduced in the MHProNews 
working draft.  

A real-time cross-check of the Manufactured Housing Institute (MHI) website (as of 
August 26, 2026, morning Eastern Time) confirms that MHI has posted no public-
facing news items regarding MHARR's letter to HUD Secretary Turner or the 
underlying regulatory/zoning critiques.  

The structural pattern of MHI's silence—despite explicit statements by MHI 
representatives like attorney David Goch that MHI actively monitors public criticism—
indicates strategic avoidance. When coupled with year-to-date production declines in 
2026 amidst an affordable housing crisis, MHI's legislative positioning (e.g., omitting 



preemption teeth in the 21st Century ROAD to Housing Act) aligns with the academic 
consolidation thesis. Research by Dr. Maris Lane Jensen, Samuel Strommen, 
MHARR, and class-action antitrust filings demonstrates that regulatory capture and 
market bottlenecks disproportionately harm independent retailers/producers while 
consolidating market power among dominant producers.  

Verification of MHARR Document Reproduction & MHI Public Stance 

The MHProNews working draft accurately captures MHARR's August 17, 2026 press 
release and its attached August 12, 2026 letter sent via FedEx to HUD Secretary Scott 
Turner.  

Audit Item MHARR Press Release / Letter Content 
MHProNews 
Working Draft 
Accuracy 

Recipients 
HUD Secretary E. Scott Turner (cc: Donald 
J. Trump, Russell Vought, Kelly Loeffler, 
David Woll, Brian D. Harrison)  

Faithfully 
reproduced.  

Core MHCC 
Allegations 

Manipulation of MHCC appointments, 
repeat/overlapping terms for MHI-aligned 
conglomerates, exclusion of small-business 
collective voting representation (MHARR), 
and gagging of non-member debate 
participation.  

Faithfully 
reproduced.  

FOIA & 
Contractor 
Claims 

HUD's failure to respond to multi-year FOIA 
requests; 50-year sole-source/de facto 
monopoly monitoring contract to IBTS.  

Faithfully 
reproduced.  

Zoning & 
Preemption 

HUD's refusal to enforce enhanced federal 
preemption against local exclusionary 
zoning under the 2000 Reform Law.  

Faithfully 
reproduced.  

ROAD Act 
Criticism 

MHI-backed 21st Century ROAD to Housing 
Act lacks preemption enforcement 
mechanisms and fails to fix statutory Duty to 
Serve (DTS) chattel loan deficits.  

Faithfully 
reproduced.  

MHI Real-Time Public Position Check (August 26, 2026) 

• Public-Facing MHI News: MHI's latest public updates focus on internal awards 
(e.g., UMH Properties' Saddle Creek, Champion Homes (SKY)'s Belvidere), 
professional certification programs, and promoting the 21st Century ROAD to 
Housing Act.  



• Response to FEA/MHARR Critiques: Zero direct responses or public 
commentary from MHI regarding MHARR's formal demand for a HUD 
investigation, nor responses to 2026 FEA critiques published on MHProNews.  

Analysis of Strategic Avoidance & Evidence of Regulatory Capture 

The silence from MHI, despite explicit statements by legal counsel David Goch 
confirming MHI monitors industry criticism, points to calculated strategic avoidance. 
Because MHProNews routinely provides public invitations and postscript outreach to 
MHI for response, MHI's failure to engage indicates a lack of substantive counter-
arguments against the facts presented.  

               [ National Affordable Housing Crisis ] 
                                │ 
                                ▼ 
         ┌─────────────────────────────────────────────┐ 
         │  Regulatory Capture & Market Bottlenecks   │ 
         └──────────────────────┬──────────────────────┘ 
                                │ 
       ┌────────────────────────┴────────────────────────┐ 
       ▼                                                 ▼ 
┌───────────────────────────────┐     
┌───────────────────────────────────┐ 
│     Exclusionary Zoning &     │     │      MHCC & OMHP Manipulation     │ 
│   Lack of Statutory Preemption│     │   (Exclusion of Small Business)   │ 
└──────────────┬────────────────┘     
└─────────────────┬─────────────────┘ 
               │                                        │ 
               └───────────────────┬────────────────────┘ 
                                   │ 
                                   ▼ 
              ┌────────────────────────────────────────┐ 
              │ Output Stagnation & Retailer Squeeze   │ 
              │  (2026 Production Below 1998 Levels)   │ 
              └────────────────────┬───────────────────┘ 
                                   │ 
                                   ▼ 
              ┌────────────────────────────────────────┐ 
              │ Market Consolidation by Big 3 (70%+ SH)│ 
              │  Clayton, Champion (SKY), Cavco        │ 
              └────────────────────────────────────────┘ 

Factor / Issue 
MHI / Large Conglomerate 
Alignment 

Small Business / 
Consumer Impact 

MHCC 
Governance 

Overlapping terms for MHI 
members; appointment of 
competitor interests.  

Exclusion of independent 
small-producer collective 
representation.  

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/


Factor / Issue 
MHI / Large Conglomerate 
Alignment 

Small Business / 
Consumer Impact 

Preemption 
Enforcement 

Avoids supporting hard statutory 
preemption mandates in the 
ROAD Act.  

Local zoning bans remain; 
production stays restricted 
to ~30% of 1998 peaks.  

Floor Plan & 
Financing 

Vertically integrated financing 
(e.g., 21st Mortgage/Vanderbilt) 
consolidates retail.  

Independent dealers face 
credit squeezes and 
market exit.  

Antitrust 
Litigation 

8 of 11 defendants in ongoing 
national class action antitrust 
suits are MHI members.  

Artificially inflated lot rents 
and suppressed wholesale 
expansion.  

Key Evidence Supporting the Consolidation Thesis 

The data and academic findings corroborate that the underperformance of 
manufactured housing is a structural outcome driven by industry consolidation:  

1. Production Decline in 2026 vs. 2025: YTD shipment and production figures 
show an ongoing plateau/decline, maintaining industry output at roughly 
~100,000 units annually—a fraction of the 372,840 homes produced in 1998.  

2. Texas Retailer Market Share Shift (TDHCA Data / Dr. Maris Jensen): Dr. 
Maris Lane Jensen's U.C. Berkeley research highlights how independent retailers 
in Texas once controlled ~50% of market sales in 1995. By 2020, vertically 
integrated producers—Clayton Homes, Champion Homes (SKY), and Cavco 
Industries—captured over half the market, while smaller "Other" independent 
operators were squeezed out.  

3. Academic & Legal Alignment: 
o Dr. Maris Lane Jensen (U.C. Berkeley): Demonstrates how inventory 

floor-plan financing restrictions and vertical integration restrict downstream 
output.  

o Samuel Strommen (Knudson Law): Outlined how institutional anti-
competitive behavior and regulatory capture function within manufactured 
housing trade groups. 

o PESP & UMMC: Highlight private equity acquisition patterns in land-lease 
communities that leverage captive markets. 

o National Antitrust Class Actions: Name dominant MHI members (8 out 
of 11 defendants) for alleged market manipulation and price-fixing.  

Industry Terminology & Organizational Tracking 

To maintain precise historical accuracy and FEA protocol compliance, key entities 
referenced in industry updates are tracked below:  



Standard / Historical 
Name 

Updated Correct 
Name (Post-2024 / 
Correct Status) 

Context & Significance 

Skyline Champion 
(SKY) 

Champion Homes 
(SKY) 

Name changed officially in 
August 2024. One of the 
"Big 3" consolidators.  

SSK Communities 
Flagship 
Communities 

Rebranded land-lease 
portfolio operator. 

CFED (Center for 
Financial Services 
Innovation) 

Prosperity Now 

Rebranded nonprofit 
working on asset-building 
and affordable housing 
policy. 

OMHP 

Office of 
Manufactured 
Housing Programs 
(HUD) 

Federal regulator 
administering the HUD 
Code and MHCC.  

Synthesis & Conclusion 

MHARR's August 12, 2026 letter to HUD Secretary Scott Turner directly addresses 
systemic failures within the Office of Manufactured Housing Programs (OMHP), 
including MHCC procedural manipulation, non-enforcement of federal preemption, and 
anti-small business bias.  

When evaluated alongside: 

• MHI's complete public silence,  
• The omission of statutory preemption enforcement in the 21st Century ROAD to 

Housing Act,  
• The continued suppression of annual national shipments relative to 1998 highs, 

and  
• Empirical findings from Dr. Maris Lane Jensen (U.C. Berkeley) on independent 

retailer decline,  

the evidence demonstrates that manufactured housing's underperformance during an 
acute national housing crisis is not a market mystery. Rather, it is the predictable 
outcome of regulatory capture and intentional bottlenecking that favors corporate 
consolidation over organic market expansion.  

This FEA check serves as a vital addition to the research base published on 
MHProNews and MHLivingNews, validating how administrative and trade association 
dynamics actively impede affordable housing growth in the United States.  

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/
https://www.mhlivingnews.com/


 

 

 


