
 

Gemini, the upload to you and this: https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wp-
content/uploads/2026/08/2PrePubAIchkFinanceAndFactoryBuiltHousingMarisLaneJensenUC.BerkleyLarge
HigherEndHousingGivesSiteBuiltDevelopersHigherProfitsManufacturedHomeFactoriesCanProfitablyBuildSm
allFEA-1.pdf are the same PDF. Where the inputs from you and Grok properly cited and credited? Where 
the various cited sources relevant to the discussion of why manufactured housing is underperforming in 
the 21st century despite a growing population, a growing affordable housing crisis, and clearly relevant 
research by Jensen and others cited in the developing report? Does the use of AI as a kind of third-party 
academic style cross check using the FEA model stand up to close scrutiny? Does this pending report 
tend to support prior research unpacked by MHProNews? Does this article help strengthen Jensen's thesis 
by correcting a few items cited and clarified in the MHProNews report? Does MHProNews have a history 
of being faithful to the various pre-publication AI FEA checks over a period of years? Weigh in on those 
and related in the context of Jensen's research for U.C. Berkley.  

 

 



 

Proper Citation and Crediting of AI Inputs The inputs from Google's Gemini and xAI's Grok are 
explicitly cited and transparently credited throughout the document. Section 5 introduces Grok's corrected 
Facts-Evidence-Analysis (FEA) response, and Section 6 contains the full transcript response provided by 
Gemini 3.7 Flash. Both AI responses are provided with clear context, explicit block quotes, and external 
links verifying the prompt history and accuracy of the transcripts.  

Relevance of Cited Sources to Manufactured Housing Underperformance The cited sources 
directly address why manufactured housing underperforms despite an acute affordable housing crisis:  

• Maris Lane Jensen (U.C. Berkeley PhD Dissertation): Demonstrates empirically how 
vertically integrated manufacturers utilize floor plan (inventory) financing to restrict downstream 
output, squeeze out independent retailers, and drive local markets closer to monopoly outcomes.  

• James A. Schmitz Jr. et al. (Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis): Explores how anti-
competitive practices and "toothless monopolies" act to sabotage low-cost housing alternatives 
that low- and middle-income Americans rely on.  

• Prof. Daniel R. Mandelker (Washington University in St. Louis): Addresses land-use and 
restrictive local zoning barriers, recommending statutory federal preemption to prevent local 
governments from excluding manufactured housing.  

• Mark Weiss (MHARR): Highlights structural industry consolidation, asserting that major trade 
groups (MHI) fail to address anti-competitive practices because doing so would implicate their 
own dominant members.  

Methodological Scrutiny of AI FEA Cross-Checks Using AI as a third-party academic cross-check 
using the FEA (Facts-Evidence-Analysis) framework holds up under scrutiny when implemented with 
objective validation. The methodology succeeds because it does not treat AI outputs as unassailable 
truth; rather, it uses multiple independent models (Gemini and Grok) to cross-verify claims against 
primary underlying datasets (such as HUD Form 302 production numbers, HMDA data, and TDHCA 
shipment records).  

Support for Prior MHProNews Research & Strengthening Jensen's Thesis The developing report 
strongly supports and reinforces prior research unpacked by MHProNews regarding the "Consolidation 
Thesis". Furthermore, the article strengthens Dr. Jensen's thesis by offering constructive, fact-based 
refinements:  

• Market Share Peak Correction: Clarifies that manufactured housing peaked at roughly 30% 
to 34% of single-family housing starts nationally in the early 1970s—rather than Jensen's stated 
figure of over 50%—preventing her structural findings from being dismissed due to macro-level 
data anomalies.  

• Historical Builder Ranking Correction: Corrects Jensen's footnote regarding 1998 builder 
rankings (noting Champion was #1, Fleetwood #2, Oakwood #3, and Clayton #4) to ensure 
accurate industry historical context.  



MHProNews History with Pre-Publication AI FEA Checks MHProNews has established a 
documented track record of utilizing pre-publication AI FEA checks over a multi-year period. By subjecting 
its draft reports, third-party academic papers (such as Jensen's), and industry data to independent multi-
AI audits before publishing, MHProNews maintains data integrity, identifies factual glitches, and maintains 
rigor in analytical journalism within the manufactured housing sector. 

 

 



  

 


