
2 Pre-publication draft for submission to third-party artificial intelligence (AI) for facts-evidence-analysis 
(FEA) check for a developing report on MHProNews. 

New Deputy Assistant Secretary (DAS) for Office of Manufactured Housing Programs 
(OMHP) Appointed Following MHARR Request. MHI News on HUD DAS. Plus Sunday 
Weekly MHVille Headlines Recap-FEA 

It is said that 'the devil is in the details.' Nevertheless, it could also be said that the truth 
can often be found in the details as well. Abraham Lincoln is credited with observing that 
the problem for the liar (or the intentional deceiver) is keeping all of those past efforts at 
deception straight in their own minds and avoiding tripping over their own past claims. That 
noted, "Some 12 days after MHARR, in an August 12, 2026 letter and package to HUD 
Secretary Scott Turner, documented manipulation and potential corruption within the HUD 
manufactured housing program, and called for the appointment of a new Deputy Assistant 
Secretary (DAS) for the Office of Manufactured Housing Programs (OMHP) to oversee the 
program and report directly to the Secretary, HUD, in an August 24, 2026 News Release 
(copy attached), announced the appointment of Christopher Patterson as Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of OMHP." So said the Manufactured Housing Association for Regulatory Reform 
(MHARR) in an 8.24.2026 press release. As of 8.29.2026 (Saturday morning), what has the 
Manufactured Housing Institute (MHI) said on their public facing 'news' segment on this 
same topic of DAS Christopher Patterson's appointment of the Office of Manufactured 
Housing Programs (OMHP)? Nothing. See the MHI web screen capture below and this one 
here, which has not yet changed as of the time this article was being drafted and cross-
checked by third-party artificial intelligence (AI) for this MHProNews MHVille facts-
evidence-analysis (FEA) model accuracy. Time will tell the significance of this 
announcement by the Manufactured Housing Association for Regulatory Reform (MHARR). 
Indeed, MHI apparently thinks that there has been no industry or association news at all 
during August 2026. 
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[caption id="attachment_236601" align="aligncenter" width="649"]

 
The MHI website home page 'news' still looks the same at 5:12 AM ET on 8.29.2026. As 
Mark Weiss, quoting John Adams, has observed - facts are stubborn things. [/caption] 

  

1. Gemini called the FEA model of journalism "the supreme form of analytical reporting." 

2. Among the recent headlines from MHARR (see Part II below) is one that the title begins 
with: 

Manufactured Housing Institute (MHI) and ROAD Act – Snatch Defeat from Jaws of 
Victory... 

3. MHI leaders are intelligence, experienced and often well-educated individuals. What 
explains their multi-decade pattern of 21st century behavior? The latest Kovach op-ed via 
HousingWire (see Part II) sheds factual and evidence-supported light on that topic. 
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Investigators seek to 'follow the money' and ask 'cui bono' - 'who benefits?' Multiple 3rd 
party AIs, recently and previously, have probed those investigative methods and questions 
as it relates to the 21st century manufactured housing industry. 
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 Champion Enterprises is now 
Champion Homes (SKY), smaller than it was in 1998, but which has consolidated several 
brands including Skyline Homes. Fleetwood Enterprises of old 'died' in BK, but was later 
absorbed by Cavco Industries (CVCO), one of the big three builders (the 3 Cs) that are 
dominate players at MHI. Oakwood Homes died in BK, and was later absorbed by Clayton 
Homes (BRK), along with several other historic brands in manufactured housing. Clayton 
today is the runaway #1 in size/production, larger than both #2 Champion (SKY) and #3 



Cavco (CVCO). All three firms are vertically integrated. See Maris Jensen's doctoral thesis 
on vertical foreclosure in manufactured housing, one of the headlines for the week in 
review further below). [/caption] 
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/brutal-a-tale-of-two-industries-shocking-
disparity-between-rvs-and-manufactured-homes-1995-2024-plus-may-2026-mhville-50-
united-states-shipments-and-production-summary-report-fea/[/caption][caption 
id="attachment_235761" align="aligncenter" width="600"]
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/manufactured-housing-industry-
production-rose-in-june-2026-but-still-trails-cumulative-yoy-results-sobering-truths-
about-manufactured-homes-and-u-s-affordability-crisis-mhville-fea/[/caption] 

  

4. This MHProNews facts-evidence-analysis (FEA) plus Sunday Morning MHVille Headline 
News in Review (see Part II and Postscript) is underway. 

  

Part I. From the MHARR press release linked here with permission. 

AUGUST 24, 2026 

  

TO:                 MHARR MEMBER MANUFACTURERS  

FROM:          MHARR  

RE:                 HUD TAKES FIRST SMALL STEP TO IMPROVE THE 

                        FEDERAL MANUFACTURED HOUSING PROGRAM 

  

 

Some 12 days after MHARR, in an August 12, 2026 letter and package to HUD Secretary 
Scott Turner, documented manipulation and potential corruption within the HUD 
manufactured housing program, and called for the appointment of a new Deputy Assistant 
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Secretary (DAS) for the Office of Manufactured Housing Programs (OMHP) to oversee the 
program and report directly to the Secretary, HUD, in an August 24, 2026 News Release 
(copy attached), announced the appointment of Christopher Patterson as Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of OMHP. 

The new DAS previously served at HUD during the first Trump Administration, and was 
serving as the Regional Administrator for HUD’s Region IX and Region X field offices at the 
time of his appointment to lead OMHP. 

Given the profound deterioration of OMHP that occurred over the course of the Biden 
Administration – which has continued and, in fact, worsened over the past two years – as 
is fully documented in MHARR’s August 12, 2026 communication to the Secretary, MHARR 
asserted that new OMHP leadership was essential and that the pro-small business policies 
of the Trump Administration must be brought to and imposed on all aspects and 
functions of OMHP. 

In relevant part, MHARR’s communication to Secretary Turner stated: 

“[I]t is obvious that the federal manufactured housing program is reverting to its pre-2000 
Reform Law practices and prejudices, and that the program must either be corrected or 
elevated to a position under [the Secretary’s] direct supervision, with an appointed Deputy 
Assistant Secretary. It is therefore urgent that you take strong measures to reform the HUD 
OMHP office to one worthy of the Trump Administration, and that you work to eliminate the 
biases and irregularities that are prejudicing and harming the interests of the smaller 
businesses that constitute the traditional … core of the manufactured housing industry.” 

While it remains to be seen whether this new appointment will be successful in reforming 
an OMHP that has gone seriously off-track in recent years – and MHARR will, therefore, 
withhold judgment on this action -- new leadership for the program is a small, but 
essential, first step toward any type of meaningful reform (a fact that MHARR recognized in 
making its request). Thus, while MHARR recognizes and appreciates the leadership shown 
by both Secretary Turner and President Trump in taking this step, the jury will be out on this 
action until specific, concrete, positive results are achieved. 

MHARR will continue to aggressively advocate for a reasonable, responsive and legitimate 
federal manufactured housing program – the full results, benefits and savings of which 
would be passed to American homebuyers -- going forward. 

  

cc: Other Interested HUD Code Manufactured Housing Industry Members 
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Attachment 

Manufactured Housing Association for Regulatory Reform (MHARR) 

1331 Pennsylvania Ave N.W., Suite 512 

Washington D.C. 20004 

Phone: 202/783-4087 

Fax: 202/783-4075 

Email: MHARRDG@AOL.COM 

Website: www.manufacturedhousingassociation.org 

  

Part II. The Sunday Weekly Headlines in Review (MHVille Weekly Recap). 

Don't miss today's postscript for additional insights on the DAS Patterson appointment and 
related. 

While every headline topic matters, or MHProNews would not have opted to publish on 
that topic, the HousingWire op-ed and the Maris Jensen research reports are fresh shots 
across the bow of MHI's corporate, senior staff and legal leaders. 

  

[caption id="attachment_172654" align="aligncenter" width="500"]

 There are good 
arguments to be made that we [i.e.: MHI, the industry, etc.] should respond to every 
story, refute every statistic, and make our case to the public." With all due respect to Tim 
Williams and MHI leaders, can you spell disconnect? Paltering? Or hypocrisy? Why hasn't 
MHI done what Williams indicated would be done when a PR professional was hired for 
MHI years ago? Hindsight with MHI is highly revealing. Especially when their words are 
contrasted with their deeds. For the context of Williams' remarks, see his remarks to 
MHProNews linked here: 
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/industryvoices/about-responding-to-pbs-
newshours-bad-bargain-report-by-stephen-fee/[/caption][caption 
id="attachment_172179" align="aligncenter" width="655"]

 
“MHI actively monitors and proactively addresses any attempts by third parties who 
wrongfully disparage the organization. Therefore, to the extent any third party 
communicates (orally, in writing, electronically) untrue, false, fabricated deleterious 
statements regarding MHI, the Institute is firmly committed to pursue every legal remedy 
available to preserve the reputation it has worked so hard to establish and maintain.” So 
said David P. Goch, J.D., a partner in the Webster, Chaberlain and Bean LLP law firm on 
behalf of the Manufactured Housing Institute (MHI). “Therefore, to the extent any third-party 
communicates (orally, in writing, electronically) untrue, false, fabricated deleterious 
statements regarding MHI, the Institute is firmly committed to pursue every legal remedy 
available to preserve the reputation it has worked so hard to establish and maintain. This 
includes statements made from its membership a well.” Goch is a paid mouthpiece for 
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MHI. This pull quote from a letter from Goch is fascinating. On the one hand, Goch says that 
MHI is working for the interests of all and they want all points of view. But then, Goch 
threatens in writing a then MHI member who dared question the association. They cannot 
have it both ways. Part of the irony is that in hindsight, as the evidence mounts, it becomes 
obvious that MHI has postured efforts for some 20+ years, since the start of the Berkshire 
era of manufactured housing began. Coincidence? Or just part of a broader plan that has 
benefited a few at great cost and harm to the many? ICYMI, or need a reminder, this 
message quoted above was to another SECO linked figure, Spencer Roane. 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/manufactured-housing-institute-mhi-
outside-attorney-david-gochs-statement-to-angry-threatening-member-speaks-volumes-
plus-sunday-weekly-mhville-headlines-in-review/[/caption] 

  

With no further adieu, here are the MHVille headlines for the week in review starting on 
8.23.2026 through to today: 8.30.2026. 

  

What's New, Recent and Select from MHLivingNews 
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https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/why-are-literally-millions-shopping-for-
hud-code-manufactured-housing-are-they-smart-or-deluded-3rd-party-and-industry-
research-on-modern-manufactured-homes-2026-facts-evidence-analysis-
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research-on-modern-manufactured-homes-2026-facts-evidence-analysis-
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https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/trump-admin-called-to-expose-
manufactured-housing-industry-corruption-and-beat-corp-establishment-politicos-at-
their-own-game-root-causes-and-cures-to-housing-crisis-examined-mhville-
fea/[/caption][caption id="attachment_234250" align="aligncenter" width="600"]
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https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/then-and-now-construction-and-
housing-in-america-at-250-practical-lessons-for-all-in-usa-how-choices-not-scarcity-
drive-unaffordability-understanding-how-to-revive-the-american-dre/[/caption][caption 
id="attachment_233974" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/celebrating-50-years-of-hud-code-
manufactured-housing-huds-office-of-manufactured-housing-programs-omhp-provides-
history-of-trailers-to-mobile-homes-to-manufactured-homes-fea-to-
know/[/caption][caption id="attachment_232931" align="aligncenter" width="600"]
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From Tim Connors, CSP and his Words of Wisdom 
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MHProNews Programming Notice. As a result of the contributor relationship developed 
with HousingWire, MHProNews made a pivot from The Patch previously announced in 
December 2025. That said, MHProNews can still contribute to The Patch as desired (as the 
op-ed linked below reflects and can contribute to other publications (an example from 
WND.com is shown). The latest post on HousingWire is immediately below. Don't miss it.  
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Headlines in Review on the Daily Business News on MHProNews  

Saturday 8.29.2026 
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/doublespeak-in-manufactured-housing-
the-sunday-weekly-manufactured-housing-industry-headlines-in-review/[/caption] 

  

Postscript 

1. As was noted earlier via the quote-graphics in this post, 21st Mortgage Corp President 
and CEO Tim Williams, still a MHI board member plus a former MHI chairman, said there 
are good arguments for the industry (i.e.: MHI) to respond to “every” article. MHI outside 
attorney David Goch said MHI monitors critics. MHI has specifically advised MHProNews 
that in writing that they are ‘monitoring’ our site. It is also standard operating procedure for 
most organizations of a certain size to monitor criticisms and respond (or not) accordingly. 
Google Alerts are one of the ways firms can monitor the internet for critical news items. 
Meaning, it is extremely difficult to imagine how MHI could possibly miss the latest via 
HousingWire & MHProNews items, much less years of other critiques before it. That is 
especially so, since MHProNews has repeatedly and directly reached out to MHI 
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leadership, plus sources deemed reliable have confirmed that MHI senior staff plus MHI 
corporate leaders are among our routine readers. Given that MHI responded to critiques by 
Doug Ryan and CEO Lesli Gooch wrote a letter to the Washington Post complaining about 
the 'tone' of the comments used by James Schmitz Jr. and Lee Ohanian, it is an arguably 
logical and moral 'certainty' that MHI is well aware of what the largest and most-read trade 
media in manufactured housing is saying about them. 
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traffic-per-similarweb-and-3rd-party-ais-facts-evidence-analysis-fea/[/caption] 

2. From the input-inquiry process here used in response to the pre-publication draft 
version of this article linked here was the following response by Gemini 3.7. 

 

Executive Summary 

An analysis of the factual record, trade publications, public corporate messaging, and 
industry legal statements reveals a consistent pattern: the Manufactured Housing Institute 
(MHI) selective response strategy relies heavily on strategic silence. MHI routinely ignores 
core structural critiques regarding market consolidation, preemption enforcement, and 
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production suppression raised by the Manufactured Housing Association for Regulatory 
Reform (MHARR), independent trade media (MHProNews/MHLivingNews), and outside 
commentators. Conversely, MHI has historically intervened when it perceives narrow 
vulnerabilities—such as disputing external proposals (e.g., Doug Ryan/CFED/Prosperity 
Now) or raising minor objections regarding "tone" (as seen in response to James A. Schmitz 
Jr. and Lee Ohanian). 

Furthermore, while HUD's August 24, 2026, appointment of Christopher Patterson as 
Deputy Assistant Secretary (DAS) of the Office of Manufactured Housing Programs (OMHP) 
represents a significant regulatory development following direct requests by MHARR, MHI 
has published no public-facing news on the appointment as of late August 2026. 

Key Observations & Evidence Synthesis 

Strategic Engagement vs. Selective Silence 

1. Public Availability and Monitoring Capacity: Statements from key MHI-affiliated 
leaders establish that MHI actively monitors public communications and maintains 
the organizational apparatus to respond. Tim Williams (President/CEO of 21st 
Mortgage Corp., a Berkshire Hathaway subsidiary, and former MHI Chairman) 
publicly noted that "there are good arguments that we should respond to every 
story, refute every statistic, and make our case to the public". Additionally, MHI 
outside counsel David P. Goch (Webster, Chamberlain & Bean LLP) explicitly 
documented that MHI "actively monitors and proactively addresses any attempts by 
third parties who wrongfully disparage the organization". 

2. Deflection to Narrow Vulnerabilities: When MHI has chosen to engage, it 
frequently avoids central systemic arguments. In the case of academic critiques 
regarding market consolidation or monopolistic practices (such as those by Schmitz 
and Ohanian), MHI focused public objections on the narrow issue of "tone" rather 
than addressing core antitrust or market capture allegations. In contrast, when 
responding to external proposals from figures like Doug Ryan, MHI actively engaged 
to defend its posture. 

3. Response to Internal and External Critique: Internal critiques from prominent 
industry members (such as Frank Rolfe or Spencer Roane) or external op-eds 
published across mainstream and trade media (including HousingWire, WND, and 
The Patch) have gone largely unrefuted in public forums by MHI, despite explicit 
legal warnings against disparagement. 

4. Silence on Major Regulatory News: Following an August 12, 2026 petition by 
MHARR to HUD Secretary Scott Turner requesting structural oversight reform, HUD 



announced the appointment of Christopher Patterson as OMHP DAS on August 24, 
2026. Despite the significance of new leadership over the HUD Code regulatory 
program, MHI's public-facing news channels remained silent on the topic as of 
August 29, 2026. 

Analytical Tables 

Table 1: Engagement Pattern Analysis — MHI Response Behavior Across Specific 
Critiques 

Target / Critic 
Nature of Critique / 
Event 

MHI Response / 
Action 

FEA Characterization 

Doug Ryan / CFED 
(Prosperity Now) 

Critique of 
manufactured 
housing financing & 
industry structure 

Direct public 
response and 
defense 

Targeted Engagement: 
Responded directly where 
MHI identified perceived 
analytical gaps or policy 
disagreement. 

James Schmitz Jr. 
& Lee Ohanian 

Academic paper 
alleging sabotage 
monopoly and 
production 
suppression 

Public letter 
focusing on 
negative "tone" 

Deflection Strategy: 
Avoided core 
monopolization and 
production throttling 
arguments; centered 
objection on tone. 

Frank Rolfe / 
Independent 
Members 

Internal industry 
critiques regarding 
MHI board direction 
and effectiveness 

Legal warning 
letters via outside 
counsel David 
Goch; no 
substantive public 
debate 

Internal Suppression: 
Used legal rhetoric 
regarding disparagement 
rather than engaging in 
open debate. 

MHProNews / 
MHLivingNews / 
L. A. "Tony" 
Kovach 

Multi-year FEA 
reporting on 
consolidation, 
preemption failure, 
and MHI narrative vs. 
performance 

Public silence; 
ongoing active 
monitoring without 
formal public 
refutation 

Selective Avoidance / 
Streisand Effect 
Mitigation: Avoids public 
debate that could amplify 
detailed documentary 
evidence. 



Target / Critic 
Nature of Critique / 
Event 

MHI Response / 
Action 

FEA Characterization 

MHARR 
(Regulatory 
Reform 
Association) 

Formal press 
releases, HUD 
petitions, and 
criticism of ROAD Act 
energy provisions 

Public silence on 
MHARR releases; 
no public rebuttal 
of OMHP DAS 
appointment 

Parallel Operation: 
Ignores independent 
producer advocacy while 
maintaining corporate-
focused lobbying efforts. 

Table 2: Production Stagnation vs. MHI Advocacy Narratives 

Benchmark / 
Metric 

Historic / Target 
Level 

Current Industry 
Status (2025–2026) 

Operational Discrepancy 

Annual 
Manufactured 
Home Production 

372,840 units 
(1998 Highwater 
Mark) 

~50,359 units YTD 
(June 2026); trailing 
~90k-100k annual 
rate 

Production remains 
operating at roughly 30% of 
its historic peak despite a 
national affordable housing 
crisis. 

Comparative 
Sector Growth 
(RVs vs. MH) 

1995–2000: MH 
outproduced RVs 
(1.22 to 1) 

2001–2024: RVs 
outproduced MH 
(3.69 to 1) 

RV sector expanded 
dramatically while HUD-
code manufactured 
housing production 
stagnated under 
consolidated leadership. 

Regulatory 
Preemption 
Implementation 

MHIA 2000 
"Enhanced 
Preemption" 
statutory mandate 

Local zoning 
exclusions remain 
widespread 
nationwide 

Lack of aggressive federal 
enforcement or legal action 
by major trade groups to 
overcome local zoning 
barriers. 

Financing Access 
(Duty to Serve / 
Chattel) 

Mandatory chattel 
loan support via 
Fannie Mae & 
Freddie Mac 

Chattel secondary 
market 
implementation 
largely unfulfilled 

Dominant vertically 
integrated lenders maintain 
market control while 
broader chattel lending 
access remains restricted. 

Table 3: Comparative Media Platform & Publication Matrix 



Media Outlet / 
Platform 

Primary Focus / Topic 
Covered 

Content Link / 
Reference 

FEA Significance 

HousingWire 

"The Crooked E" and 
Manufactured Housing: 
Evidence of Systemic 
Failures and Corruption 

HousingWire 
Article  

Elevates MHI consolidation 
and production failure 
arguments to mainstream 
housing industry readership. 

MHProNews 

Executive analysis, 
weekly headline recaps, 
and MHI monitoring 
checks 

MHProNews 
Main Hub 

Provides continuous FEA 
reporting on industry 
governance, production 
data, and regulatory 
oversight. 

MHLivingNews 

Consumer-facing 
research, affordability 
analysis, and structural 
market barriers 

MHLivingNews 
Portal  

Analyzes broader housing 
market trends, national debt 
impacts, and homebuyer 
accessibility. 

MHARR 

Regulatory reform, HUD 
petition for OMHP DAS 
replacement, energy rule 
repeal 

MHARR Official 
Releases 

Represents independent 
manufacturers advocating 
for statutory enforcement 
and administrative reform. 

Table 4: Key Corporate & Organizational Entity Terminology 

Current Entity / 
Brand Name 

Historical / Former Name(s) Corporate Context & Industry Status 

Champion 
Homes (SKY) 

Skyline Champion (SKY) (Pre-
Aug 2024); Champion 
Enterprises 

Major publicly traded producer; 
consolidated multiple historic brands 
including Skyline Homes. 

Cavco Industries 
(CVCO) 

Cavco Industries / Absorbed 
Fleetwood Enterprises 
brands post-BK 

One of the "Big Three" dominant 
vertically integrated HUD-code 
manufacturers. 

Clayton Homes 
(BRK) 

Clayton Homes / Absorbed 
Oakwood Homes post-BK 

Subsidiary of Berkshire Hathaway; 
largest producer and lender in the 
manufactured housing sector. 

https://www.housingwire.com/articles/systemic-corruption-manufactured-housing-crisis/
https://www.housingwire.com/articles/systemic-corruption-manufactured-housing-crisis/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/
https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/
https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/


Current Entity / 
Brand Name 

Historical / Former Name(s) Corporate Context & Industry Status 

Prosperity Now 
CFED (Corporation for 
Enterprise Development) 

Non-profit policy organization involved 
in manufactured housing financing 
policy debates. 

Flagship 
Communities 

SSK Communities 
Consolidated land-lease community 
owner and operator. 

Conclusion & Synthesis 

The documentary evidence supports the conclusion that MHI's messaging strategy relies 
on selective response. Despite maintaining explicit capabilities and stated policy 
commitments to monitor and refute public critiques (as outlined by Tim Williams and David 
Goch), MHI systematically avoids engaging in public debate regarding core structural 
critiques—such as production throttling, market consolidation, or failure to enforce 
statutory preemption. 

Instead, MHI selectively targets peripheral issues, such as objecting to "tone" or addressing 
external policy proposals where it identifies a strategic advantage. The ongoing silence 
regarding major administrative developments—such as HUD's appointment of Christopher 
Patterson as OMHP DAS following MHARR's documented requests—further highlights the 
divide between independent advocacy efforts for industry growth and the consolidated 
corporate status quo represented by MHI. 

-- MHProNews notes again that the  input-inquiry process linked here was used in 
response to the pre-publication draft version of this article linked here. Gemini 3.7 
confirmed the accuracy of the above here and below. -- 

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/Gemini8.29.2026OnCrookedEandManufacturedHousingnewDASatOMHP_MHARR_MHProNews.pdf
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/PrePubAIchkNewDeputyAssistantSecretaryDASforOfficeOfManufacturedHousingProgramsOMHP.AppointedFollowingMHARRrequestMHInewsOnHUD.DAS_.PlusSundayWeeklyMHVilleHeadlinesRecapFEA.pdf
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/Gemini3.7on8.29.2026ConfirmsAccuracyofPDFdiscussionThreadonDAS_OMHP_CrookedE_OtherMHICritiquesTopicsMHProNews.jpg
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