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‘Ridiculous.’ ‘Conflicts of Interest.’ ‘HUD has Failed.’ Added Comments by LifeStyle 
Factory Homes LLC re: HUD FR-6537-P-01 Govt-Corp-Nonprofit Concerns Harm 
Affordable Housing Access. FEA 

"Ridiculous," is the description used by a prior HUD secretary describing aspects of the 
federal agency's work that is cited in context below. "Conflicts of Interest" and "HUD has 
failed" are also pull quotes that will be explored herein. But let’s briefly address the specific 
regulatory comments request detailed in my previous documented information linked here: 
https://www.regulations.gov/comment/HUD-2026-0794-0020. As a result of the 
enactment of the 21st Century ROAD to Housing Act, which became law circa 7.11.2026, 
the federal definition of a manufactured home must be changed to conform with the new 
Congressional act. Details in my first comments letter are here: 
https://www.regulations.gov/comment/HUD-2026-0794-0020 and here. That said, there 
are good reasons to go beyond those points and initial findings and outline additional 
information and related research. As a housekeeping notice, all linked articles, graphics, 
and other items should be considered as part of these comments to HUD. As was noted in 
my first set of remarks, I'm a veteran of the manufactured housing industry since the early 
1980s and am widely considered to be an expert on manufactured housing issues. America 
recently celebrated the 250th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence. Our 
constitution specifically protects what the Declaration of Independence said that we "are 
endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights," and among these are our right to 
petition the government for a “redress of grievances." All IMHO, as a multiple award winner 
in history during my academic years plus more professional awards, tens of millions of 
Americans who want and need affordable housing and affordable home ownership 
ought to be expressing their right for a redress of grievances (highlighting added). 

“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the 
people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of 
grievances...” 

2. Why should there be "grievances" against HUD (along with potentially several other 
federal agencies)? To frame the response, consider HUD’s stated mission which is as 
follows. 

"The mission of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development is to foster strong 
communities by supporting access to quality, affordable housing, expanding the housing 
supply, and unlocking homeownership opportunities for the American people. The 
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Department is committed to furthering the promise of self-sufficiency in every American 
while promoting economic development to revitalize rural, tribal, and urban communities 
across the country." 

See the above mission statement at: https://www.hud.gov/news/hud-no-25-059. Based on 
known facts and evidence, does anyone who looks at the troubled situation for tens of 
millions of Americans in the U.S. housing market serious believe that HUD has fulfilled the 
mission of: "...supporting access to quality, affordable housing, expanding the housing 
supply, and unlocking homeownership opportunities for the American people."  Who is 
seriously going to successfully make that argument on behalf of HUD? The word 
"lackadaisical" comes to mind, which per the Free Dictionary: "Lackadaisical means 
lacking vitality, spirit, or effort; lazy or idle." To illustrate, the graphic below via Statista is 
based on findings by the Harvard Joint Center for Housing Studies (JCHS), as shown. 

  

https://www.hud.gov/news/hud-no-25-059
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 Notice 
that those with lower income have been experiencing increasing stress, while some with 
higher incomes have been less financially stressed.[/caption] 

  

That looks lackadaisical at best. While some may be doing governmental work with vitality, 
others seem to be going through the motions. How else can we explain the deterioration of 
affordable housing access in the 21st century? Isn't it time for some accountability by 
HUD, alongside other federal and state/local officials? 

According to Polk County Commissioner Bill Braswell: 

“Americans…demanded a solution to the affordable housing crisis…What is government 
going to do about it? My view is simple. Government is not capable of solving this problem 
and history proves it.  

…Unfortunately, manufactured housing, commonly referred to as mobile homes, has been 
stigmatized for decades. Local governments across the country have…regulated them out 
of existence, based on outdated perceptions… 
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Today’s manufactured homes are built to dramatically higher standards…They are safer, 
more energy-efficient, more storm-resistant, and far more attractive than older models. 
They…remain one of the only truly affordable paths to homeownership.” 

Before diving in, let's stress that while the governmental side of the housing equation 
will be outlined below, there are certainly corporate and non-profit concerns that will 
be probed too. More on those aspects further below. 

3. HUD is the primary federal regulator of HUD Code manufactured housing. 

4. The 2000 Reform Law (Manufactured Housing Improvement Act of 2000, a.k.a.: MHIA, 
MHIA 2000, 2000 Reform Law, 2000 Reform Act) stated in part that the purpose of the law is 
to: "facilitate the availability of affordable manufactured homes" which is found in 
Section 602 of the Manufactured Housing Improvement Act of 2000 (see Manufactured 
Housing Improvement Act - GovInfo).” 

More specifically, the 2000 Reform Law purpose was: "...to facilitate the availability of 
affordable manufactured homes and to increase homeownership for all Americans". 
[1, 2, 3] That legislation is codified in the U.S. Code at 42 U.S.C. 5401(b)(2), which can be 
verified through the U.S. Code on GovInfo. [1, 2]. 

Given that manufactured housing dipped to the lowest levels since the late 1950s or early 
1960s, isn't there an evidence-based case to be made that HUD has failed to "facilitate 
the availability of affordable manufactured homes and to increase homeownership for 
all Americans"? The black line below reflects manufactured housing in the graphic from 
the Urban Institute. Notice that at the base of the Urban Institute production graphic is this 
apt statement: "Lack of housing supply is largely responsible for high prices and rents." 
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Combining immigration fueled demand (2021-2024) with higher interest rates and costs 
that soared during the Biden-Harris (D) era, the main factors driving the housing crisis can 
quickly come into focus. 
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5. There is an evidence-based argument to be made that HUD has been failing the 
manufactured home industry’s independents and tens of millions of affordable housing 
seekers since the original 1974 act went into effect on 6.15.1976 and, if possible, even 
more so since the 2000 reform law went into effect. As Manny Santana of Cavco Industries 
told members of Congress: 

"HUD has failed manufactured housing." 

Dr. Ben Carson, M.D., who became HUD Secretary during President Trump's first term said 
some of the regulatory practices regarding manufactured housing were "ridiculous." 

Carson told the industry that there would be a "new era of cooperation" between the 
federal government and the manufactured housing industry by pushing to reduce 
regulatory burdens and modernizing aspects of the federal HUD building code for 
manufactured homes. 

Objectively, a look at the facts-evidence-analysis (FEA) reveals that while some regulatory 
relief emerged for manufactured housing during President Trump's first term, the annual 
production graphic illustrates that manufactured housing is operating at less than 30 
percent of its last highwater mark in 1998. Meaning, there is plenty of work to do, because 
the population has grown by over 2o percent since the last high of 1998. 
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Not only at industry events, but to mainstream media, Dr. Carson acknowledged the 
problem of local zoning. 

The five-day event that is being co-hosted by the National Association of Home Builders 
(NAHB) features new building technologies and updated solutions for housing, that Carson 
believes can remove some of the “many zoning barriers based on outdated thinking.” 

“That's one of the reasons that we're having this display, so not only that people can see 
this and disabuse them of the notions that manufactured housing are trailers and trailer 
parks and seeing what actually can happen here,” said Carson. 

But as information herein will reflect, the barriers of zoning and access to more 
affordable financing remained. There is an evidence-based argument to be made that 
much of the housing crisis was caused by the dramatic shortfall in manufactured housing 
production. 

  

Table 1     

Manufactured 
Home 
Production 

National 
Totals 

Average for years shown 

1995-2000 2,033,545 338,924 

2001-2025 2,333,138 93,326 

      

Average 
Annual Deficit 
= 

  245,598 
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Table 2   
Cumulative 21st Century 
Deficit 

21st Century 
Annual Deficit 
in MH 
Production 

245,598 x 25 
= 

6,139,950 

  

Most adult Americans who are of sound mind arguably know from experience that we do 
not live in a perfect world. The reason that governments exist include dealing with 
challenges caused by individuals, groups, or nations who may have little or no desire for 
the good of others. At least conceptually, the reason the constitutionally limited American 
government exists is for the broader public good rather than to serve the interests of a 
favored few. The break with England was not just a revolt over the British taxation of the 
colonies but was also due to the perceived injustice that the British Crown favored 
monopolistic corporate interests (see Boston Tea Party, and here and here). 

That outlines valid reasons for grievances against HUD. But there is more. 

  

6. In a more perfect world, once good laws are enacted, there should be no need for 
associations, trade groups or citizens more broadly to press to have those law enforced. 

But the reality is that federal (and other) laws are often improperly enforced or are 
even twisted from the original intention of lawmakers. One may not need to look much 
beyond the reporting that includes the U.S. Government Accountability Office (GAO) linked 
here that asserted several failures by HUD with respect to manufactured housing. Or the 
FHFA via the Federal Register (see linked here and here) where those federal departments 
essentially admit that the FHFA failed to properly enforce the Duty to Serve (DTS) 
manufactured housing. 

So, beyond remarks from the industry like Manufactured Housing Institute (MHI) member 
Santana above, there has been years of federal officials directly or indirectly calling out 
other federal officials at HUD for 21st century failures with respect to the HUD Code 
manufactured housing. 

Analogies can be useful. The difference in enforcement of U.S. border policy between the 
Biden-Harris (D) administration and the Trump-Vance (R) administration is an example of 
the harm caused by having law(s) improperly enforced. Nor is that a partisan observation, 
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as this writer has been a political independent for over a dozen years. That's simply a 
matter of fact as measured by the millions who crossed the border under Biden-Harris (D) 
and the rapidly closed border under Trump-Vance (R). 

No doubt more housing demand during the Biden-Harris era resulted in increased pressure 
on housing costs, that is the law of supply and demand at work. 
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Once upon a time, basic concepts like the Law of Supply and Demand were taught in junior 
high or high school. So too was another arguably related 'law,' known as TANSTAAFL. "There 
Ain't No Such Thing as a Free Lunch." Meaning, someone always pays for that 'free' item. 
[/caption] 

  

That said, it would be a mistake to think that deporting or self-deporations of millions of 
more illegals will alone solve the housing crisis. It won't. 

Again, the reasons are simple math. Deportations can help and it may in certain areas 
result in modest dip in housing costs. But the pent-up demand arguably far exceeds the 
number of illegal households living in the U.S. 

Per Pew, there were about 14 million estimated illegals living in the U.S. but per 
Realtor there are about 25.2 million adults living with their parents because of a lack of 
affordable housing. 
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Meaning, even if every illegal were magically deported, there would still be a need for 
the production of millions of more inherently affordable housing units. 

Nor will 'more subsidies' solve the problem because the math simply does not work. 
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/national-association-of-home-builders-
nahb-how-zoning-regulations-affect-affordable-housing-without-subsidies-developing-
and-building-untenable-hits-misses-re-ma/ [/caption] 

  

In short, while factors like lower interest rates, higher incomes, or the like can help, 
perhaps the single biggest need is to create more affordable housing. Who says? HUD's 
own researchers. 

HUD’s Pamela Blumenthal and Regina Gray said: “Without significant new supply, cost 
burdens are likely to increase as current home prices reach all-time highs…” and “The 
regulatory environment — federal, state, and local — that contributes to the extensive 
mismatch between supply and need has worsened over time. Federally sponsored 
commissions, task forces, and councils under both Democratic and Republican 
administrations have examined the effects of land use regulations on affordable housing 
for more than 50 years.” 

Imagine, HUD's researchers said that for over 50 years the causes and cures of the housing 
crisis have been studied and the contributing factors to the housing shortage have been 
known. A few years after those remarks, another HUD report also cited that same figure - 
over 50 years - of knowing the causes and cures, yet the problems have not been fully 
addressed by either major party? 

That said, and to underscore that these observations aren't partisan, no political party in 
the 21st century has properly enforced the 2000 Reform Law nor the Duty to Serve 
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(DTS) manufactured housing. Who says? Beyond the Manufactured Housing Association 
for Regulatory Reform (MHARR) or the critiques by GAO and others cited and linked above, 
the first set of remarks below are from an ex-HUD official, economist Scott Susin. The third 
report linked below, with respect to the Duty to Serve (DTS) manufactured housing, were 
essentially admitted by the FHFA as published by the Federal Register. 
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7. With that factual and evidence-laced backdrop, it was recently learned that HUD issued 
a federal grant to the Manufactured Housing Institute (MHI) cited in the HUD press release 
linked here: https://archives.hud.gov/news/2024/pr24-036.cfm. That press release said the 
following. 

• "The Manufactured Housing Institute was awarded $263,544.87 will examine the 
impact of local barriers on the placement of manufactured homes and propose 
necessary regulatory reforms to address these constraints." 

8. According to an email from the HUD press office to MHProNews: 

"HUD made the award to MHI in March 2024. The current schedule for a draft report to HUD 
is February 2027, with a final report due March 2027, which is expected to be published a 
few months later." 

9. Why does that grant from HUD to MHI matter? Several possible reasons. 

a) First, there is an evidence-based case to be made that it was a waste of federal tax 
dollars to pay ANY organization, much less MHI, to study the effects of zoning on 
manufactured housing. Or to phrase as HUD's press release cited above expressed the 
grant to MHI: "...to examine the impact of local barriers on the placement of manufactured 
homes and propose necessary regulatory reforms to address these constraints." Why 
should taxpayers via HUD pay to study an issue that has been studied time and again, 
including in the landmark research paid for by HUD linked below, which occurred during 
the Obama-Biden (D) era, which have documented that manufactured homes in 
neighborhoods adjacent to conventional site-built housing were both appreciating side-by-
side. 
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What the HUD PD&R screen capture - with linked download available below - reflects is a 
lack of understanding about how enhanced preemption could solve the affordable housing 
crisis using mostly private capital. The research is useful, but adding in the missing 
ingredient of enhanced preemption could make it priceless for affordable housing seekers 
and organic growth minded manufactured home professionals.  
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What HUD's Blumenthal and Gray revealed is that there is already a potential library of 
such research. 

So, why is HUD paying MHI to do yet another research report when people of common 
sense and good will should realize that the solution is simple? Zoning barriers need to be 
removed, and more affordable lending are needed, as MHARR has argued for essentially 

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/fifty-years-of-efforts-to-reduce-regulatory-barriers-pamela-m-blumenthal-hud-office-of-policy-development-and-research-unpacking-5-decades-of-affordable-housing-miscues-incl/
https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/?s=amendments


the bulk of the 21st century. To be fair, MHI has in various Congressional testimony 
(provided in the collection linked below) has made seemingly similar arguments for at least 
14 years. 
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There will be more on the above regarding past MHI statements and their subsequent 
behavior further below. 

  

b) Was anyone at HUD under the misimpression that manufactured housing was no longer 
being zoned out since that research above was performed? If so, then some at HUD were 
truly negligent in their duties.  Because Harvard's Joint Center for Housing Studies (JCHS, 
among others) also documented that manufactured housing were being discriminated 
against by local zoning officials well in advance of the HUD award to MHI. 
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Does someone in authority at HUD think MHI will do a better job than Harvard, Pew, or the 
Urban Institute? 

10. From Harvard's State of the Nation's Housing (SotNH) page 3. Highlighting was added 
below. 

The decline in new homebuilding is particularly acute for lower-priced homes, due to rising 
construction and land costs, limited lot availability, and regulatory barriers like minimum 
lot sizes that restrict entry-level housing production. In 2021, just 24 percent of new 
homes—or 236,000 units—were under 1,800 square feet, compared with 37 percent of 
new completions in 1999. Likewise, manufactured housing, often an even more affordable 
option, totaled just 113,000 shipments in 2022. Although up from recent 
lows, manufactured home shipments regularly topped 200,000 units annually in the 1980s 
and 1990s. 

JCHS’ SotNH 2023 page 29 (highlighting below was added by this writer). 
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Indeed, efforts to increase homeownership cannot be limited to 
financial products. To truly provide equitable access to homeownership, concerted efforts 
are needed to reduce the cost and increase the supply of homes available for first-time 
buyers. Manufactured housing is an affordable path to homeownership that is 
underutilized in most of the country and could be encouraged by reducing zoning 
limitations and by providing owners of manufactured homes better access to lower-cost 
mortgage products like those available to site-built homes. Other general reforms of zoning 
laws, regulatory restrictions, approval processes, and development fees could help to drive 
down production prices on the types of more affordable homes that buyers want and need. 
Lastly, along with the production of new units, policy needs to help preserve the affordable 
owner-occupied stock to prevent losing properties to disrepair as the housing stock ages.” 

The above was prior to the HUD award to MHI. But several other nonprofits have done 
similar research with similar findings. 

11. More recently Pew (see video) and other researchers have noted that zoning and 
regulatory barriers are blunting manufactured home production. Again, does whoever 
was in the loop at HUD in the grant-making process seriously believe that MHI was going to 
provide insights or information that Harvard, Pew Research or Obama-Biden era HUD 
research failed to find? That rhetorical question should practically answer itself. 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eDjqaMtSqgI&t=5s 

  

12. From the YouTube page for Pew's video above uploaded on Sep 19, 2025 (yellow 
highlighting added). 

As home prices continue to climb, many Americans are seeking more affordable options. 
And manufactured homes could be the solution. A new manufactured home installed on a 
foundation costs 35% to 73% as much as a similar site-built home. In this episode, Rachel 



Siegel from Pew’s housing policy initiative explains the advantages of buying a 
manufactured home and debunks old stereotypes that inform the outdated zoning and 
titling laws that limit access to these types of houses. 
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13. MHProNews and MHLivingNews began to compile years of research by third-parties 
that routinely cited the zoning barriers that HUD has given MHI a grant to 'study' and 'report' 
on. 

So, was the HUD grant perhaps something else entirely? 

Has anyone who is a regular reader of MHProNews forgotten that former Office of 
Manufactured Housing Programs (OMHP) official Teresa Payne, J.D. was apparently 
recruited by MHI to join the MHI 'team?' Pray tell, what is it that now ex-HUD OMHP 
attorney Payne could do for MHI that others at MHI were unable to do already? 

Or are the HUD grant, Payne leaving HUD for MHI examples of regulatory capture, the 
revolving door, and some level of collusion between HUD and MHI? These are not legal 
conclusions, but they are reasonable questions that investigators arguably ought to be 
probing with subpoena powers as needed. 
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14. As our organization's initial comments linked here indicated in some detail 
https://www.regulations.gov/comment/HUD-2026-0794-0020 there are numerous 3rd 
party research reports that have made the evidence-based allegations that MHI, some of 
their 'prominent members' and/or HUD bear some responsibility for deliberate market-
limiting behavior. Maris Jensen. Samuel Strommen, J.D. Doug Ryan with CFED/Prosperity 
Now. James Schmitz Jr and often Federal Reserve system linked colleagues. MHARR's Mark 
Weiss, J.D.. BIS.org researchers. A national class action antitrust suit (see here and here). 
Or as Google's artificial intelligence (AI) powered Gemini has repeatedly said, the U.S. 
housing crisis is "a man-made crisis." 
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/hud-regulatory-comments-for-
manufactured-housing-consensus-committee-mhcc-meeting-july-23-2026-energy-
conservation-standards-for-manufactured-housing-fea-mhcchomeinnovation-
com/[/caption] 

As Strommen put it. 
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[caption id="attachment_165480" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

   ht
tps://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/democratic-congressional-staffer-alleged-
manufactured-housing-institute-mhi-anti-consumer-manufactured-housing-institute-
leaders-decline-comment-sam-strommen-antitrust-case-allegations-anal[/caption] 

  

15. Senator Rand Paul (KY-R) annual Festivus report highlights known examples of waste, 
fraud and abuse. According to the report found and unpacked below and linked here. 

"This year, I'm spotlighting a jaw-dropping amount of government waste Ñ the kind that 
makes you wonder if anyone in Washington has ever heard the word "priorities." A grand 
total of $1,639,135,969,608, which includes $1.22 trillion in interest payments on the debt." 
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[caption id="attachment_226489" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/festivus-scams-affordability-recent-
massive-fraud-perpetrated-against-taxpayers-and-citizens-math-on-free-housing-for-all-
renters-usa-new-year-2026-exclusive-facts-evidence-anal/[/caption] 

  

16. There have been reports dating back to at least the Ronald Reagan (R) Administration 
era that said that waste, fraud, abuse, duplication of efforts and the like were costing 
taxpayers hundreds of billions, and cumulatively, trillions of dollars in unnecessary 
spending. The point of that with respect to HUD, FHFA, DOE, or any other agency that is 
overseeing some aspect of manufactured housing or affordable housing more broadly is 
this. Why should anyone be surprised if HUD and other agencies are wasting taxpayer 
money? Why should anyone be surprised if HUD shoveled to MHI an award of over a 
quarter of a million dollars to study and issue that has been studied by organizations 
arguably far more credible than MHI? 

"The Manufactured Housing Institute was awarded $263,544.87 will examine the 
impact of local barriers on the placement of manufactured homes and propose 
necessary regulatory reforms to address these constraints." 

Per HUD to MHProNews. 

"HUD made the award to MHI in March 2024. The current schedule for a draft report to 
HUD is February 2027, with a final report due March 2027, which is expected to be 
published a few months later." 
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By the time MHI publishes the report that HUD granted that money for, will their report 
already be outdated, biased, meaningless or worse? Is it timed to give MHI another talking 
point for their latest narrative should the 21st Century ROAD to Housing Act fail to deliver 
on its promises? 

  

[caption id="attachment_232138" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/what-happens-if-congress-passes-
housing-reform-yet-manufactured-home-industry-growth-stalled-will-govt-shareholders-
affordable-housing-seekers-residents-sue-mhi-corps-institutional-investors-fea/[/caption] 

  

Besides, the "regulatory reforms" that MHI says it will propose have arguably already been 
federal law for over a quarter of a century. As was noted above, MHI cited in remarks to 
Congress several times, as has the Manufactured Housing Association for Regulatory 
Reform (MHARR). 3 years to produce a report on zoning barriers? Once more, the word 
lackadaisical comes to mind. It looks more like performance art for the sake of optics, 
rather than a serious effort to get to the root issues and resolve them. Who says? How 
about 3rd party artificial intelligence (AI)? 
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[caption id="attachment_213996" align="aligncenter" width="651"]

 
Uploaded on May 7, 2025. "Evidence of Posturing and Paltering" 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/manufactured-home-production-
increases-in-march-2025-per-federal-data-cited-by-manufactured-housing-association-
for-regulatory-reform-plus-what-mharr-didnt-say-in-their-report-mhville-
fe/[/caption][caption id="attachment_216911" align="aligncenter" width="693"]
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 "...this ain't a theory, it's a heist" and "Copilot's 



assessment of MHI engaging in "optics while consolidation continues" resonate strongly 
with the pattern of evidence we've discussed. These more forceful characterizations reflect 
the apparent disconnect between MHI"s stated goals and the actual outcomes in the 
manufactured housing industry."[/caption] 

  

Note that two artificial intelligence systems will be provided with the draft version of this 
report for them to unpack. Stay tuned for that, further below. 

  

15. I've been doing federal comment letters since the Obama-Biden (D) administration. 
They have at times been cited and/or posted by federal officials beyond their respective 
regulatory comment's dockets. That said, there is arguably little evidence that some of 
these giant federal agencies seem to care if they are accomplishing the mission they were 
created to accomplish. Because the solution is simple. Enforce existing laws on a routine 
and robust basis. More on that further below. 

  

[caption id="attachment_170135" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/3bs-bill-buffett-biden-what-if-warren-
buffett-bill-gates-joe-biden-affordable-manufactured-homes-potential-analysis-ugly-plus-
sunday-weekly-headlines/ [/caption] 
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Why didn't Kevin Clayton leverage Warren Buffett's relationship with President Obama in 
2010 or later? 
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/warren-buffetts-pledge-to-kevin-clayton-
you-can-access-plenty-of-capital-for-projects-quotes-facts-video-transcript-and-
implications-for-manufactured-housing/ [/caption][caption id="attachment_225203" 
align="aligncenter" width="600"]
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housing-clayton-homes-21st-mortgage-corporation-vanderbilt-mortgage-manufactured-
housing-institute-and-road-to-housing-act-facts-evidence-analysis-fea/ [/caption] 

MHI is celebrating the ROAD act as if it is a win. But until more affordable lending is brought 
on-line and zoning barriers are dealt with in as effective a manner as ADUs were addressed 
in CA via state preemption, it is all but guaranteed that very little will change for HUD Code 
manufactured housing. Which is another way of saying consolidation and low production 
will likely continue. 

[caption id="attachment_234571" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/hud-code-manufactured-
home-industry-production-declines-again-in-may-2026/[/caption][caption 
id="attachment_234381" align="aligncenter" width="600"]
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/mharr-reports-new-manufactured-home-
production-continues-to-fall-doug-gorman-speaks-from-beyond-grave-will-manufactured-
housing-institute-respond-to-declining-production-related-wo/ [/caption] 

  

16. The solution to the affordable housing crisis may seem complex, but it can be boiled 
down to simply ideas that again federal officials, some of them at HUD, have already 
documented. For example. HUD Secretary Ben Carson, M.D., said during his term at HUD 
the following. 

"Our nation's shortage of affordable housing is ultimately an issue of supply and 
demand. With millions of people in need, high demand is already guaranteed. That's 
why HUD has focused our strategy on increasing supply - namely, but promoting 
initiatives, programs, techniques, and technologies that produce more affordable 
homes." 

... 

"Manufactured housing has emerged out of the limestone and stepped into the 
limelight, to address precisely this need." 

... 

"Sustainable homeownership is the number one builder of capital for most American 
families." 

... 
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"With comparable home appreciation rates to site-built homes, manufactured homes 
exhibit their own extraordinary potential to be a wealth creation tool for ordinary, 
everyday American families." 

[caption id="attachment_139762" align="aligncenter" width="606"]

 
See the last paragraph above that starts with the statement that manufactured homes 
appreciate in value at a rate similar to site-built home, according to the Federal Housing 
Finance Agency. Then HUD Secretary Ben Carson, M.D., quote is from the official 
comments as prepared, per the HUD website, on May 7, 2019. So, keep in mind that those 
costs per square foot for conventional housing and manufactured homes have risen since 
then. But the savings rate is about the same.[/caption] 

  



a) That speech is part of the HUD archives for Dr. Carson, found at this link here.  It was 
delivered by Dr. Carson at an MHI conference. Is that speech found on the MHI website? 
About the time of this MHI site-check linked here and shown below, no. 

  

 

  

b) MHProNews has done previous MHI site checks on this topic with the same results. To 
see the image below in a larger size, in many devices or browsers, click here and follow the 
prompts. 
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c) The details clearly need to be sorted out. This letter is not to be construed as to pointing 
out a specific individual(s) in government, nonprofits, corporate or others who may be 
responsible for specific oversights, errors, and failures on behalf of taxpayers and other 
Americans. But with a bloated federal budget, with tales of waste, fraud and abuse that 
date back before the Reagan era (he simply popularized and brought attention to that 
issue), one might think that HUD would look first to their own archives, then look at 
other third-party research, before passing out any more money for federal funding.  As 
of the time of the recent report linked below, MHI lacks a collection of its own federal 
testimony to Congress on manufactured housing issues. That being so, again for emphasis, 
why would anyone at HUD approve a nickel of grant money for MHI? 

The HUD award to MHI itself smacks of conflicts of interest. After all, MHI has said for 
month after month the following about their 50 year "partnership" with HUD on their home 
page. 

  

[caption id="attachment_235125" align="aligncenter" width="652"]

 
MHI claimed to be “celebrating” a “50 Year Partnership with HUD.” If so, then why has HUD 
failed to enforce the “enhanced preemption” provision of the Manufactured Housing 
Improvement Act of 2000? As the “collection” of MHI congressional testimony documents 
on MHProNews demonstrated, MHI has asked for that time and again. Yet MHI can’t get 
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their ‘partners’ at HUD to enforce that key part of federal law? The troubling conclusion that 
several researchers and advocates have come to is that there is a combination of factors: 
regulatory capture, the Iron Triangle, the Revolving Door, plus an agenda 

that benefits consolidators of the manufactured home industry over that of those who seek 
robust organic growth that could in fact help solve the affordable housing crisis in a manner 
similar to 

what Dr. Carson and others have suggested. [/caption] 

  

d) Additionally, this letter was part of a Washington Post report on manufactured housing. 
Notice this letter attorney David Goch, J.D., on behalf of MHI referred to HUD as "a client of 
MHI." 

  



[caption id="attachment_175113" align="aligncenter" width="643"]



 Several of the 



illustrations shown in this report can be opened in many browsers to reveal a larger size. To 
open this picture, click the image once. When the window opens, click it again to reveal the 
larger size photo. Use your browsers back key to return to the article.[/caption] 

  

Regardless of how outrageous that claim by Goch on behalf of MHI may have been on the 
surface, it may nevertheless signal MHI's thinking of HUD as a "client," which along with 
their "partnership" logo shown above again suggests or indicates "regulatory capture." 

17. Be that as it may, there are inherent conflicts of interest that ought to be considered, 
both from the HUD side and from the MHI side of the equation. MHI has argued to 
Congress and others that the 2000 Reform Law includes what is often called an "enhanced 
preemption" provision. Here below is an example of annotated screen shots of a letter from 
then VP (now CEO) Lesli Gooch to Dr. Carson. That Gooch to Carson letter is found here. 
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[caption id="attachment_167080" align="aligncenter" width="505"]



 To see now MHI CEO 



Lesli Gooch's full comments in context, see the document linked here: 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Lesli-Gooch-
HUD-MHCC-General-Subcommittee-_Docket-No.-FR-6141-N-4_-HUD-Secretary-Carson-
Manufactured-Housing-Improvement-Act-Enhanced-Preemption-7.19.2019.pdf[/caption] 

  

That is provided for a variety of reasons. Among them? Why would MHI ask for, much less 
accept, hundreds of thousands of dollars in grant money to 'study' an issue that Dr. Lesli 
Gooch already explained to HUD Sec. Carson what a key solution is? Namely, enforce 
existing law. The solution was pointed out in 2003 when Democratic lawmakers who were 
part of the bi-partisan coalition that enacted the 2000 Reform Law addressed then HUD 
Secretary Mel Martinez. They urged Martinez to enforce the law. As we noted earlier, zoning 
and placement barriers are at or near the top of the challenges that limit manufactured 
housing. But that is why the President Bill Clinton (D) signed 2000 Reform Law provided the 
tools to HUD to overcome the zoning issues that Sec. Carson and others have 
acknowledged exist. 
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[caption id="attachment_186505" align="aligncenter" width="650"]

 
See the report linked here for the full letter. 
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/coming-epic-affordable-housing-finance-
clash-chair-maxine-waters-vs-warren-buffett-clayton-homes-historic-challenges-ahead/ 
Note: depending on your browser or device, many images in this report can be clicked to 
expand. or example, in some browsers/devices you click the image and select 'open in a 
new window.' After clicking that selection, you click the image in the open window to 
expand the image to a larger size. To return to this page, use your back key, escape or follow 
the prompts. [/caption][caption id="attachment_172136" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/coming-epic-affordable-housing-finance-clash-chair-maxine-waters-vs-warren-buffett-clayton-homes-historic-challenges-ahead/
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/coming-epic-affordable-housing-finance-clash-chair-maxine-waters-vs-warren-buffett-clayton-homes-historic-challenges-ahead/


 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/ghorbani-nails-zoning-answers-to-how-
and-who/ [/caption] 

  

DTS could potentially be influenced by HUD officials, but FHA Title I falls directly under the 
HUD umbrella. No less a figure than Kevin Clayton said that the lack of liquidity, the lack of 
access to secondary financial markets, caused thousands of businesses in manufactured 
housing to fail after 2000. 

  

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/ghorbani-nails-zoning-answers-to-how-and-who/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/ghorbani-nails-zoning-answers-to-how-and-who/


[caption id="attachment_171882" align="aligncenter" width="651"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/masthead/dems-provide-revealing-
clayton-info-kevin-clayton-ceo-clayton-homes-federal-testimony-yields-apparent-
agreements-with-mharr-concurs-with-manufactured-housing-institute-berkshire-
hathaway-fhfa-and/ Several of the illustrations shown in this report can be opened in many 
browsers to reveal a larger size. To open this picture, click the image once. When the 
window opens, click it again to reveal the larger size photo. Use your browsers back key to 
return to the article.[/caption] 

  

The money given by HUD to MHI could be responded to with three initial words. "Enforce 
existing laws." Then, MHI could quote themselves and others who they have cited 
previously. Since zoning barriers are a key, overcoming zoning barriers with "enhanced 
federal preemption" is also a key. 
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[caption id="attachment_216346" align="aligncenter" width="651"]

 
MHProNews Note: depending on your browser or device, many images in this report and 
others on MHProNews can be clicked to expand. Click the image and follow the prompts. 
For example, in some browsers/devices you click the image and select 'open in a new 
window.' After clicking that selection you click the image in the open window to expand the 
image to a larger size. To return to this page, use your back key, escape or follow the 
prompts. [/caption] 

  



If lack of liquidity (lack of capital for financing in a more competitive way) is keeping some 
potential buyers out of the market, then enforcing the laws on DTS and FHA Title I are part 
of the solution.  Where is the evidence that MHI's Dr. Gooch spoke to HUD Secretary 
Carson (R), or HUD Secretary Marcia Fudge (D) face to face about federal preemption 
enforcement? Why is there a lack of evidence that MHI's Gooch, now their CEO, pressed 
FHFA officials, or FHA officials, for enforcement of laws that were meant to increase 
liquidity and more affordable purchases of single family manufactured homes? There was 
no lack of opportunity for Gooch and other MHI officials. 

  



[caption id="attachment_169609" align="aligncenter" width="651"]

 
Investigators are trained to seek an answer to the question, cui bono? Who benefits from a 



certain situation? Buffett made clear early on that Clayton's lending would be held in 
portfolio by Berkshire. That plan would backfire if the FHFA enforced the law on DTS. The 
evidence clearly suggests that insiders with the FHFA and GSEs worked behind the scenes 
with MHI and the Clayton affiliated lending to NOT get DTS lending implemented. [/caption] 

  

In a Congressional hearing with Secretary Fudge, a Republican lawmaker pressed her in a 
CSPAN recorded session, for her to enforce federal preemption. Fudge responded "Until we 
start to address this we are going to perpetually be in this kind of situation." 5 years later, 
Fudge has proven correct. Federal preemption is still not enforced. Keep in mind that Joe 
Biden (D), then a U.S. Senator from Delaware, was a co-sponsor of the 2000 Reform Law. 
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/hud-sec-marcia-fudge-zoning-
manufactured-homes-until-we-start-to-address-this-we-are-going-to-continue-to-be-
perpetually-in-this-kind-of-situation-news-analys/[/caption][caption 
id="attachment_233341" align="aligncenter" width="654"]
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""These changes -- and state-by-state changes of this type -- unfortunately, will not "move 
the needle" significantly for either the industry or consumers. By requiring "real estate" 
placement on individual lots, the changes will basically maintain the exclusion of nearly 
80% of all new manufactured homes from non-agricultural areas. Instead of such largely 
symbolic changes, the industry and MHI should DEMAND that HUD fully enforce the 
enhanced federal preemption of the 2000 Reform Law to topple discriminatory zoning 
exclusion and restrictions in all 50 states, all at once. Put simply, go to the root of the 
problem and an effective, market-significant cure, rather than nibbling around the edges (at 
best). MHI had a golden opportunity to do this when MHARR submitted its two proposed 
amendments to the pending House and Senate "housing" bills to force HUD (and hold it 
accountable) to fully implement enhanced federal preemption and to force Fannie and 
Freddie (and hold them accountable) to implement DTS within the dominant chattel 
financing market, but MHI has not done so as far as MHARR is aware." 

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/va-zoning-laws-sometimes-treated-
manufactured-homes-as-less-than-blocked-from-neighborhoods-traditional-site-built-
homes-welcome-gov-spanberger-but-mharr-paints-different-picture/[/caption][caption 

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/va-zoning-laws-sometimes-treated-manufactured-homes-as-less-than-blocked-from-neighborhoods-traditional-site-built-homes-welcome-gov-spanberger-but-mharr-paints-different-picture/
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id="attachment_214104" align="aligncenter" width="678"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/congressional-research-service-on-
federal-preemption-legal-key-can-unlock-far-more-mh-sales-expert-views-insights-into-
manufactured-housing-improvement-act-enhanced-preemption-importance-fea/ 
[/caption] 

  

Once upon a time, MHI had documents on the public facing side of their website regarding 
federal enhanced preemption. But as the MHProNews fact-checks below documented, 
they apparently culled their site of those terms and documents. Why? 
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[caption id="attachment_203029" align="aligncenter" width="651"]

 
https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/the-good-the-bad-and-the-
ugly-mharr-issues-and-perspectives-by-mark-weiss-j-d/ [/caption] 

https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/the-good-the-bad-and-the-ugly-mharr-issues-and-perspectives-by-mark-weiss-j-d/
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By contrast to MHI, MHARR has dozens of pages that have the words "enhanced 
preemption" on the public-facing side of their website. 

But prior to the buyout of Clayton Homes by Warren Buffett (BRK), MHI had documents like 
the one below that were 'tracking' implementation of the 2000 Reform Law. MHI also had 
posts like the one below that annotated screen capture about DTS. 

  

https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/?s=enhanced+preemption
https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/?s=enhanced+preemption


[caption id="attachment_190993" align="aligncenter" width="684"]

 
While the arrows and notes by MHProNews can be useful, go back in time in your own mind 
to the period when this document and the one that follows were first issued. That was 2003. 
Nearly 2 decades have elapsed. The second MHI document clearly indicates that MHI was 
working with MHARR to make "enhanced preemption" and better financing options for 
manufactured housing a reality. What derailed that era of cooperation between MHI and 
MHARR? Note: depending on your browser or device, many images in this report and others 
on MHProNews can be clicked to expand. Click the image and follow the prompts. For 



example, in some browsers/devices you click the image and select 'open in a new window.' 
After clicking that selection you click the image in the open window to expand the image to 
a larger size. To return to this page, use your back key, escape or follow the prompts. 
[/caption][caption id="attachment_190995" align="aligncenter" width="649"]

 
While the arrows and notes by MHProNews can be useful, go back in time in your own mind 
to the period when this document and the one that follows were first issued. That was 2003. 
Nearly 2 decades have elapsed. The second MHI document clearly indicates that MHI was 
working with MHARR to make "enhanced preemption" and better financing options for 
manufactured housing a reality. What derailed that era of cooperation between MHI and 
MHARR? Note: depending on your browser or device, many images in this report and others 



on MHProNews can be clicked to expand. Click the image and follow the prompts. For 
example, in some browsers/devices you click the image and select 'open in a new window.' 
After clicking that selection you click the image in the open window to expand the image to 
a larger size. To return to this page, use your back key, escape or follow the prompts. 
[/caption] 

  

18. What would be the motivation for MHI and/or several of their 'leading members' to 
effectively suppress their own industry's production? That's an important question. The 
answer is also important. "Consolidation." By allowing the industry to underperform by 
failing to press for full enforcement of existing laws meant to benefit affordable home 
seekers and thus manufactured housing production, smaller firms over time get choked 
out for capital. When the time comes to close or sell, who do they turn to? Most routinely, it 
is MHI-linked consolidators. That national class action antitrust suit cited and linked above 
includes 8 of 11 defendants who are MHI members. One of those firms, Murex Properties, 
has indicated via a court filing that they seek to settle the case and have apparently offered 
to provide documents and testimony to the plaintiffs as part of that settlement.  It is 
possible that by the fall of 2026, there may be public documents that even more clearly 
indicate that many of MHI's leading brands are more focused on consolidation than they 
are on organic growth. 
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/case-1-23-cv-06715-filed-01-26-26-judge-
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franklin-u-valderrama-second-amended-consolidated-class-action-complaint-murex-
settled-includes-cooperation-provision-information-documents-fea/[/caption][caption 
id="attachment_229795" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/court-grants-preliminary-approval-of-
class-settlement-with-murex-properties-case-123-cv-06715-judge-valderrama-2nd-
amended-class-action-complaint-manufactured-home-lot-rent-antitru/[/caption] 

  

Nor are these points and concerns merely speculative, as multiple AIs have observed when 
reviewing the evidence. MHI member firms in their own investor-relations pitches have at 
times made it abundantly clear that they like the status quo because limiting new 
developing makes their existing properties potentially more valuable. In the annotated 
screen capture below, Equity LifeStyle Properties (ELS) says that a "Supply Constrained 
Asset Class" is "a strategic advantage for ELS." ELS' COO, Patrick Waite, is currently 
MHI's chairman of the board. As Strommen expressed it in the quote graphic shown above, 
the apparent antitrust violations purportedly involving multiple MHI members are "both 
blatant and subtle." When Waite and other MHI board members was asked to respond to or 
explain the grant and related issues. There was no known response. 
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[caption id="attachment_213154" align="aligncenter" width="654"]

 
“"Growing demand coupled with almost no new supply is a strategic advantage for 
ELS." Improve the overall operating environment for the manufactured housing 
industry and expand the demand for manufactured homes by seeking fair and 
equitable treatment in the marketplace and the regulatory and legislative arenas.” This 
may be one of the more important documents to federal investigators or others who are 
probing manufactured housing's historic underperformance in the 21st century. For context 
and details see: https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/over-1-million-
manufactured-housing-institute-doc-drop-top-mhi-staff-pay-revealed-additionally-
unpacking-evidence-of-perjury-fraud-other-possible-federal-crimes-plus-mhville-stocks-
update/ Note too that should this be determined to be part of purported collusion or 
conspiracy to manipulate the market, and per federal law, the statutes of limitations do not 
begin to run in such matters until the final act is performed. There is already a national 
class action antitrust suite pending; see that here: 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/case-1-23-cv-06715-filed-01-26-26-judge-
franklin-u-valderrama-second-amended-consolidated-class-action-complaint-murex-
settled-includes-cooperation-provision-information-documents-fea and here: 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/court-grants-preliminary-approval-of-
class-settlement-with-murex-properties-case-123-cv-06715-judge-valderrama-2nd-
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amended-class-action-complaint-manufactured-home-lot-rent-antitru/ 8 of the 11 
defendants have been identified as apparent members of MHI, and two of them are Equity 
LifeStyle Properties (ELS) and ELS owned Datacomp. For a recent third-party university 
level study that asserts that manufactured home has been subjected to a specific form of 
market manipulation ('VF Market Foreclosure'), see the report linked here. Note: to see the 
above image in a larger size, in several devices or browsers, click the image and follow the 
prompts. To see an article detailing the ELS stance, click here: 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/equity-lifestyle-properties-second-quarter-
results-claims-of-strong-performance-examined-via-lens-of-potentially-mounting-legal-
reg-concerns-as-els-double-down-on-ir-statemen/ To see another article that reflects 
other MHI member stances on constraining supply, click here. 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/pulling-back-the-veil-on-mhi-mhv-
connected-nathan-smith-kurt-keeney-and-flagship-communities-reit-fact-check-and-
analysis-of-flagships-ir-pitch-tsx-mhc-u-plus-mhville-markets-u/ 

 

 

MHI members Sun Communities (SUN) and Flagship Communities (TSE: MHC_U) have 
used similar language in their investor relations package.[/caption] 

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/court-grants-preliminary-approval-of-class-settlement-with-murex-properties-case-123-cv-06715-judge-valderrama-2nd-amended-class-action-complaint-manufactured-home-lot-rent-antitru/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/maris-jensen-univ-study-market-foreclosure-in-manufactured-housing-antitrust-violation-alarms-distort-competition-to-monopoly-outcome-named-specif/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/equity-lifestyle-properties-second-quarter-results-claims-of-strong-performance-examined-via-lens-of-potentially-mounting-legal-reg-concerns-as-els-double-down-on-ir-statemen/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/equity-lifestyle-properties-second-quarter-results-claims-of-strong-performance-examined-via-lens-of-potentially-mounting-legal-reg-concerns-as-els-double-down-on-ir-statemen/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/equity-lifestyle-properties-second-quarter-results-claims-of-strong-performance-examined-via-lens-of-potentially-mounting-legal-reg-concerns-as-els-double-down-on-ir-statemen/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/pulling-back-the-veil-on-mhi-mhv-connected-nathan-smith-kurt-keeney-and-flagship-communities-reit-fact-check-and-analysis-of-flagships-ir-pitch-tsx-mhc-u-plus-mhville-markets-u/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/pulling-back-the-veil-on-mhi-mhv-connected-nathan-smith-kurt-keeney-and-flagship-communities-reit-fact-check-and-analysis-of-flagships-ir-pitch-tsx-mhc-u-plus-mhville-markets-u/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/pulling-back-the-veil-on-mhi-mhv-connected-nathan-smith-kurt-keeney-and-flagship-communities-reit-fact-check-and-analysis-of-flagships-ir-pitch-tsx-mhc-u-plus-mhville-markets-u/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/equity-lifestyle-properties-second-quarter-results-claims-of-strong-performance-examined-via-lens-of-potentially-mounting-legal-reg-concerns-as-els-double-down-on-ir-statemen/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/equity-lifestyle-properties-second-quarter-results-claims-of-strong-performance-examined-via-lens-of-potentially-mounting-legal-reg-concerns-as-els-double-down-on-ir-statemen/


 



[caption id="attachment_234615" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/per-steve-mclean-via-renx-manufactured-
housing-investments-pay-off-for-flagship-communities-reit-unpacking-claimed-hits-
misses-in-kurt-keeney-quoted-report-behind-mhi-flagship-curta/[/caption] 

  

So, this is not merely speculative. While there are details thought should ideally be fleshed 
out, the REITs have openly declared that zoning barriers are embraced by their business 
model.  That is an automatic conflict of interest, IMHO, for MHI to be providing remarks 
given the evidence that is already known. 

19. But let's take a step back from manufactured housing for a few movements. Clearly, 
others line up with HUD to apply for grants or seek certain kinds of treatment. Why would 
the National Association of Home Builders (NAHB), multifamily housing groups, the 
National Association of Realtors (NAR) or others care a whit if MHI is subverting its own 
industry by inaction with HUD, FHFA, or other regulators? Some of those groups may 
welcome MHI being a proverbial Quisling to the manufactured housing industry's 
independents so long as it is keeping manufactured home production near record lows 
(see production graphs). 

20. Various manufactured housing industry members, researchers, advocates and others 
have at times summed up the plight of manufactured housing as is shown below the 
production graphs. 

  

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/per-steve-mclean-via-renx-manufactured-housing-investments-pay-off-for-flagship-communities-reit-unpacking-claimed-hits-misses-in-kurt-keeney-quoted-report-behind-mhi-flagship-curta/
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/per-steve-mclean-via-renx-manufactured-housing-investments-pay-off-for-flagship-communities-reit-unpacking-claimed-hits-misses-in-kurt-keeney-quoted-report-behind-mhi-flagship-curta/


[caption id="attachment_228773" align="aligncenter" width="630"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/total-2025-u-s-manufactured-home-
production-data-mhpronews-and-kovach-vs-manufactured-housing-institute-mhi-and-
lesli-gooch-affordable-housing-and-mhville-facts-evidence-analysis-fea/ 
[/caption][caption id="attachment_209244" align="aligncenter" width="650"]

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/total-2025-u-s-manufactured-home-production-data-mhpronews-and-kovach-vs-manufactured-housing-institute-mhi-and-lesli-gooch-affordable-housing-and-mhville-facts-evidence-analysis-fea/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/total-2025-u-s-manufactured-home-production-data-mhpronews-and-kovach-vs-manufactured-housing-institute-mhi-and-lesli-gooch-affordable-housing-and-mhville-facts-evidence-analysis-fea/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/total-2025-u-s-manufactured-home-production-data-mhpronews-and-kovach-vs-manufactured-housing-institute-mhi-and-lesli-gooch-affordable-housing-and-mhville-facts-evidence-analysis-fea/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/total-2025-u-s-manufactured-home-production-data-mhpronews-and-kovach-vs-manufactured-housing-institute-mhi-and-lesli-gooch-affordable-housing-and-mhville-facts-evidence-analysis-fea/


 Note 



in August of 2024, Skyline Champion (SKY) rebranded as Champion Homes (SKY). 
MHProNews Note: depending on your browser or device, many images in this report can be 
clicked to expand. For example, in some browsers/devices you click the image and select 
'open in a new window.' After clicking that selection, you click the image in the open window 
to expand the image to a larger size. To return to this page, use your back key, escape or 
follow the prompts. [/caption] 

  

21. With federal laws that are supposed to promote more manufactured housing enacted 
in 2000 and 2008, how is it possible that HUD Code manufactured housing fell to levels 
lower than occurred when the industry was young circa 1960? 

The challenges that face manufactured housing and which limit organic expansion of the 
industry are often summed up as follows. 

• a). Zoning and placement barriers. 

• b). Regulatory pressures (example, DOE energy rule). 

• c). Image issues, which impact local officials, media, researchers and others. 

• d). Lack of consistent (or any) serious enforcement of existing laws. 

MHI is well aware of these issues, and doubtlessly, so are at least some present and/or 
former officials at HUD. HUD's own research has said that the problems facing affordable 
housing in America have been known by both major parties for 50 years. HUD is the primary 
regulator of HUD Code manufactured housing. HUD's Regina Gray has said that the most 
significant achievement of Operation Breakthrough was the HUD Code for manufactured 
housing. 

  

22. Given those facts, why was there any need to give MHI an award for any amount of 
money at all to study an issue that HUD and MHI both know the causes and cures? To be 
clear, it isn't simply that MHI should not have gotten that grant, although that does raise 
conflicts of interest arguably both for HUD and for MHI. HUD shouldn't give anyone a dime 
more to study issues that have been studied by others, and by HUD, for years to decades. 

  



[caption id="attachment_211004" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/revisiting-pamela-blumenthal-and-
regina-gray-hud-edge-report-opportunities-to-increase-housing-production-and-
preservation-plus-star-parker-hud-sec-turner-with-facts-and-mhville-
analysis/[/caption][caption id="attachment_192963" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/expanding-housing-choice-through-
investments-in-innovation-and-technology-regina-gray-hud-director-affordable-housing-
research-and-technology-division-on-manufactured-housing-plus-m/[/caption] 
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23, Is HUD giving out grants to create an illusion of caring about solving affordable 
housing? Detail minded readers of MHProNews may recall the reports linked below, which 
asserted that there are those who claim that solving the housing crisis would mess up 
various corporate and special interests. 

  

[caption id="attachment_199437" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/leftist-michael-weinstein-tens-of-billions-
to-affordable-housing-industrial-complex-wasted-on-housing-trickle-down-democrats-
have-failed-americans-in-need-facts-w-analysis-plus-mhmarkets/[/caption] 

24, As MHI member has made similar allegations. 



[caption id="attachment_207498" align="aligncenter" width="486"]

 
https://patch.com/florida/lakeland/frank-rolfe-special-interests-don-t-want-solve-
affordable-housing[/caption][caption id="attachment_202552" align="aligncenter" 
width="600"]

https://patch.com/florida/lakeland/frank-rolfe-special-interests-don-t-want-solve-affordable-housing
https://patch.com/florida/lakeland/frank-rolfe-special-interests-don-t-want-solve-affordable-housing


 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/frank-rolfe-denounces-special-interests-
dont-tell-me-we-cant-solve-affordable-housing-truth-is-we-dont-want-to-solve-
affordable-housing-c/ [/caption] 

  

With that backdrop, let's provide these puzzling pieces of facts and evidence for analysis 
(FEA) by third-party AIs. 
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[caption id="attachment_231461" align="aligncenter" width="652"]



 



Copilot produced the infographic above after its involvement in the deep dive article linked 
here: https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/unfathomable-incomprehensibly-
weakened-mharr-rips-manufactured-housing-institute-manufacturedhousing-org-or-mhi-
in-press-release-and-letters-to-doe-hud-white-house-mhi-mask-off-fea/. MHProNews 
notes that while it is true that MHProNews is known to be followed by C-suite leaders in 
manufactured housing, that should not be misunderstood to mean that corporate officials 
always like what they read. As the infographic suggests, MHProNews follows the facts and 
evidence and for years has used third-party artificial intelligence (AI) as a facts-evidence-
analysis (FEA) checking tool. No one else in MHProNews does what MHLivingNews and 
MHProNews do in highly transparent and evidence-based 'connect the dots' reporting. 
[/caption][caption id="attachment_220461" align="aligncenter" width="649"]
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Editorial-Disclosures-and-Publication-Insights-by-Manufactured-Home-Pro-News-MHProNews10.12.2025.pdf


 



MHProNews Note: depending on your browser or device, many images in this report and 
others on MHProNews can be clicked to expand. Click the image and follow the prompts. 
For example, in some browsers/devices you click the image and select 'open in a new 
window.' After clicking that selection you click the image in the open window to expand the 
image to a larger size. To return to this page, use your back key, escape or follow the 
prompts. [/caption] 

  

There is an evidence-based argument to be made that one reason MHProNews has about 
101 times the visitors that MHI's website has (see SimilarWeb and other data below), is 
because of the preponderance of documents and evidence that is presented. It doesn't 
take long to crank out a 400-word press release style blog post that sings the praises of MHI 
and their favored brands. To do a letter like this takes days of effort.  The AI cross checks are 
the fastest and easiest part. 
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