
Pre-publication draft for submission to third-party artificial intelligence (AI) for facts-evidence-analysis 
(FEA) check for a developing report on MHProNews 

FR-6537-P-01 Revising the Definition of ‘‘Manufactured Home’’ to Lower Housing 
Costs. Exploring a Detailed Introduction to 'A Rube Goldberg Machine of Human 
Suffering.' 

Comments submitted by a managing member of LifeStyle Factory Homes, LLC. The "Rube 
Goldberg Machine of Human Suffering" quoted remark is explored further below. 

"Title: Proposed Rule Change: Removal of Permanent Chassis Requirement for Upper 
Stories of Multi-Story Manufactured Homes." It seems curious that the Tiny House Alliance 
USA's Janet Thome had to point out that HUD already approved an alternative construction 
(AC) letter for Clayton Homes, a prominent Manufactured Housing Institute (MHI) member, 
prior to these comments even being completed. In a practical sense, this topic is almost 
moot due to that AC letter plus due to the recent enactment of the 21st Century ROAD to 
Housing Act. Per the House Financial Services Committee site, the new act clears the path 
for the optional chassis on HUD Code manufactured housing.  As the Congressional 
Financial Services Committee summary here put it: "Section 301 updates the federal 
definition of manufactured housing to include units not built on a permanent chassis 
to encourage innovation." So, there is really no choice but for HUD to change the definition 
of a manufactured home. That revised definition should include phrasing like a dwelling 
built in an approved production center with one or more sections, which is at least 320 
square feet in size, and is built to the federal construction and safety standards commonly 
known as the HUD Code for manufactured housing which are transported to its residential 
location for living with or without a permanent chassis. The original enabling legislation 
was dubbed, per HUD, was the "National Manufactured Housing Construction and Safety 
Standards Act of 1974" and was later modified by the Manufactured Housing Improvement 
Act of 2000. 

1. Note that unless otherwise shown, these comments are primarily authored by human 
intelligence (HI) by an acknowledged manufactured housing industry veteran and expert, 
L. A. "Tony" Kovach. I began my career in manufactured home retail on South Shields 
Boulevard in Oklahoma City, OK about 5 years after the HUD Code went into effect. I have 
been the co-owner of a successful retail center that was profitably operated and profitably 
sold. I have managed sales centers for firms that were long successful, but today are no 
longer in business, as well as for firms such as Clayton Homes - now part of Berkshire 
Hathaway (BRK), but I worked for Clayton prior to that buyout - and Nationwide Homes, 
that later operation has since been acquired by Cavco Industries (CVCO). I also managed a 
sales center for Sun Communities (SUI) and was an area manager over multiple land-lease 
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manufactured home communities (MHCs) for Asset Development/Home Source One, 
among other experiences that include consulting and market work for independents as 
well as some of the largest firms in the manufactured housing industry. Meaning, I 
understand from lived experiences over the course of decades the dwindling number of 
"mom and pop" retailers and land lease manufactured home community (MHC) operators. 
Why? Obviously, because I lived through it professionally, and then later researched and 
reported on it professionally through our industry-leading MHProNews, MHLivingNews and 
more recently as a HousingWire Contributor. During my tenure in retail and in land lease 
communities, I earned a reputation for good customer or resident relations combined with 
significantly higher volume sales. 

When artificial intelligence (AI) is used in this report it will be clearly shown and the 
input-inquiry process will be transparently provided and will routinely be auditable in this 
document as well as in linked reports. All linked items should be considered as part of 
my submission. The views of others quoted herein represent their views, and my 
perspectives are framed through a journalistic methodology known as facts-evidence-
analysis (FEA) where the human in the loop (moi) is transparently 'fact checked' by 
third-party artificial intelligence (AI) and the AI and HITL are fact checked by yet 
another AI in a method that mimics 'academic style rigor.' As the HITL, I also review the 
AI findings, so the visible remarks shown in my expert view are well supported and cross-
checked. 

So, while these are my IMHO views, they are obviously more than 'dime a dozen' opinions, 
because they have been fact-checked for accuracy and logical soundness (FEA). 
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With that bio-in-brief and those housekeeping items outlined, let's return to the HUD and 
manufactured housing centered comments. 

2. Based on known history, that desired change for the removable chassis language was 
historically sought circa 1990 by the Manufactured Housing Association for Regulatory 
Reform (MHARR) via "the Hiler Amendment," which was referred to by Rachel Cohen Booth 
in her article on that topic for Vox. Per her Vox article. 

"When I asked Gooch why it’s taken so long for Congress to tackle this issue, she 
acknowledged didn’t really start applying pressure until eight years ago. “In 2017, I had a 
dialogue with our technical activities committee, and we said, ‘Okay, what is it that we need 
to do to move manufactured housing forward?’ and the chassis issue was raised,” Gooch 
recalled. It was then, she said, that MHI started to really discuss how to change the 
legislation." 

3. Perhaps without directly admitting it to Vox, Gooch "acknowledged her group" - meaning 
MHI - didn't really start "applying pressure" until "2017." Those were MHI CEO Gooch's 
reported words. 

https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/?s=%22Hiler%20Amendment%22
https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/?s=%22Hiler%20Amendment%22
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/HilerAmendmentManufacturedHousingSept1990WouldHaveRemovedPermenantChassisRequirement0226_fld00006_bdl0013_doc0001MHProNews.pdf
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/was-vox-rachel-cohen-booth-misled-by-mhi-ceo-lesli-gooch-removable-chassis-road-to-housing-act-2025-unpacking-evidence-of-deception-and-misdirection-by-manufactured-housing-institute-fea/
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/was-vox-rachel-cohen-booth-misled-by-mhi-ceo-lesli-gooch-removable-chassis-road-to-housing-act-2025-unpacking-evidence-of-deception-and-misdirection-by-manufactured-housing-institute-fea/
https://www.vox.com/policy/420254/housing-reform-congress-manufactured-homes-chassis-rule
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/was-vox-rachel-cohen-booth-misled-by-mhi-ceo-lesli-gooch-removable-chassis-road-to-housing-act-2025-unpacking-evidence-of-deception-and-misdirection-by-manufactured-housing-institute-fea/


4. If so, from circa 1990 when the Hiler Amendment, per sources at MHARR, the optional 
removable chassis could have been adopted decades ago had MHI not pulled out of 
supporting Hiler in what was then a 'done deal.' It seems to me that MHARR could, if they 
so desired, use those facts as a metaphorical club to thump MHI with because MHARR was 
in support of that provision for an approved manufactured home design for some 36 years. 
Let me further emphasize, understanding the perspective of retailers and community 
operators, that consumers could have been saving money for decades if not for MHI's 
pulling their support for the Hiler Amendment decades ago. 

Applying the logic of the National Association of Home Builders (NAHB) annual priced out 
studies to the known facts, MHI's past behavior has cost untold numbers of potential home 
owners, because every $1000 of increased retail price results in: "A $1,000 increase in the 
median price of new homes would price an additional 115,593 households out of the 
market." 

It is entirely possible that tens to hundreds of thousands of more manufactured homes 
may have been produced every year since 1990. Who bears much of the responsibility for 
that harm to applicants who didn't qualify due to the "priced out" effect for mortgage 
qualification? Per MHARR, Apparently, MHI. 

I've personally spoken by phone or sat across the desk from thousands of would-be buyers 
of manufactured homes, who may have just missed qualifying due to lender debt ratios not 
being met. Those singles, couples and families that didn't qualify and had to continue 
renting for who knows how long were thus harmed by a questionable decision made 
decades ago by MHI. But let's not forget, MHI could have revisited the Hiler 
Amendment/optional removable chassis potential anytime between 1990 to 2017, the year 
that MHI CEO Lesli Gooch reportedly asserted  that the trade group she helps lead decided 
to: 

"It was then [i.e.: 2017], she [Gooch] said, that MHI started to really discuss how to 
change the legislation." 

This is simple deductive reasoning, based upon known facts, evidence, statements and 
claims. I've previously asked AIs to check to see if MHI or Gooch ever disputed that remark 
reported by Rachel Cohen Booth. I will do so again and show the results further below. 
Logically, there is a case to be made that cumulatively potentially millions of more 
manufactured homes may have existed had MHI followed through on the Hiler Amendment 
which could have delivered the optional removable chassis years ago. 

Intelligent people should NOT simply discuss the definition of a manufactured housing and 
the optional removable chassis now. We should ask, why didn't this happen decades ago? 
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There are other consequences to that apparent failure by MHI to join MHARR circa 1990 
and get the Hiler Amendment and the optional removable chassis then. Let's mention a 
few to illustrate. Using the MHI formula as reported by MHI member Next Step (an 
organization that has received Clayton Homes (BRK) support), the infographic below may 
be the most accurate snapshot of the manufactured housing industry economic, 
household, and other dynamics. 
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• Meaning, there were lost jobs. 

• There was lost profits for producers, suppliers, installers, transporters, insurers, 
lenders, retailers and communities. 

• There was lost equity and generational wealth potential for every one of those 
households that didn't perhaps just marginally failed to meet the "debt ratio" for 
financing, but may have qualified if the home had been somewhat less costly. 

Nor can MHI have it both ways. If they are celebrating the removable chassis - and they 
are - now, are they going to duck the responsibility for the ripple effects of not having the 
removable chassis in the years since 1990 to today? The following infographic was recently 
posted (7.11.2026, per MHI) on the MHI website. The annotations are by yours truly for 
MHProNews. They are an example of the HITL part of the FEA methodology to call into 
question essentially every one of the 6 points MHI claims are wins for the recently 
enacted 21st Century ROAD to Housing Act. 
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That annotated infographic sheds light on why MHProNews created a satirical MHI logo 
calling them the Machiavellian Housing Institute (MHI) which is "The National Association 
serving the Consolidators of the Manufactured Housing Industry." That consolidator 
annotated quote graphic cites the source, often MHI and MHI members in their own words 
and then applies their statements to the manufactured housing industry landscape. 
Several of those firms are publicly traded. Meaning, those remarks are supposed to be 
accurate at the time they were made as part of their fiduciary duty and SEC materiality 
regulatations.  That graphic Dimensions: 2065 by 13972 pixels, per GAIO: 

Here is how 2065 × 13972 pixels translate based on standard settings: 

• For Web & Screens (96 DPI): \(21.51^{\prime\prime} \times 
145.54^{\prime\prime}\) 

That is 21.51" x 145.54," an infographic several times the size of the MHI infographic above. 
It is difficult for MHI to deny that they are in fact giving cover, intentionally and/or by 
accident, to consolidators when their members themselves have repeatedly asserted as 
much in their own words, or those of their investor relations (IR) presentations. As former 
MHI chairman, and still MHI board member, Nathan Smith put it in a video recorded 
interview. 
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[caption id="attachment_154311" align="aligncenter" width="648"]

 
It was a joke but an apparently serious one. See the linked report. 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/per-steve-mclean-via-renx-manufactured-
housing-investments-pay-off-for-flagship-communities-reit-unpacking-claimed-hits-
misses-in-kurt-keeney-quoted-report-behind-mhi-flagship-curta/ The truth is hiding in 
plain sight. https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/pulling-back-the-veil-on-mhi-
mhv-connected-nathan-smith-kurt-keeney-and-flagship-communities-reit-fact-check-
and-analysis-of-flagships-ir-pitch-tsx-mhc-u-plus-mhville-markets-u/[/caption] 

  

We should all be thanking Nathan for this next statement too. Recall that it is common in 
the MHI orbit to use the words "the industry" as a kind of verbal shorthand or code for the 
Manufactured Housing Institute (MHI). 
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[caption id="attachment_154312" align="aligncenter" width="584"]

 Part 
of a video recorded interview with Nathan Smith, produced before the scandals involving 
his company became known. In hindsight, his comments may mean more than when they 
were first said. [/caption] 

  

Smith admitted in the above that MHI has been "reactive" instead of "proactive" on 
"government affairs." So, is it any wonder that Bob Crawford, then president of award-
winning Dick Moore Housing, said to a crowded room of manufactured housing industry 
retailers, community, and other professionals that in his view, MHI was at best a 5 out of 10 
in advocacy? 

  



[caption id="attachment_151575" align="aligncenter" width="647"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/masthead/if-we-keep-doing-what-weve-
been-doing-we-will-keep-getting-what-we-got-mhidea-post-production-trade-
associations-status-mhi-mharr-namhco-other-examples-considered/ [/caption] 

  

The plain reading of Smith's remarks above is that he was critiquing prior MHI leaders and 
prior MHI chairman who failed to be "proactive" and instead where "reactive." To 
emphasize, then MHI's "new" chair Nathan Smwith was criticizing prior chairmen, MHI 
board members, and senior MHI staff. That is a keen lens that ought to be applied to 
everything that MHI has done for decades, and it is based on the words of Nathan Smith, 
prominent MHI member and leader of a firm that openly states that they want to 
consolidate a fragmented industry. If someone was or is an industry independent, these 
are powerful points - and thus serious concerns. 
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[caption id="attachment_160704" align="aligncenter" width="759"]

 
Several publicly traded firms are making similar statements, but this one happens to have a 
partner and co-founder a prior MHI chairman, Nathan Smith. 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/per-steve-mclean-via-renx-manufactured-
housing-investments-pay-off-for-flagship-communities-reit-unpacking-claimed-hits-
misses-in-kurt-keeney-quoted-report-behind-mhi-flagship-curta/ and 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/flagship-communities-reit-flgmf-tsx-mhc-
u-announces-latest-deal-serious-saturday-satire-nathan-smith-plus-manufactured-
housing-stocks-updates/[/caption] 
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Let's restate that for clarity and emphasis. There is NOTHING SPECULTATIVE about 
quoting Nathan Smith or Flagship Communities in their own words. There is nothing 
speculative about presenting a roughly 21"x145" annotated quote graphic that documents 
the words and behaviors of multiple industry insiders - who are often consolidators - and 
outside researchers probing the manufactured housing industry. Some of those concerns 
also point to HUD too. While someone might interpret words this way or that way, the 
words themselves are not speculative. 

Numbers of firms have openly stated for years that they are busily carving up the 
manufactured housing industry. Isn't it interesting that those firms are often MHI 
members? Isn't it also interesting that among the independent producers that have been 
bought out are MHARR members, a leading voice that calls MHI's behavior into question? 

According to third-party AI powered Copilot. 

"Your draft anchors on Flagship’s own investor materials, which openly celebrate the 
very structural barriers RENX calls “high barriers to entry”..." 

“They should never get into this industry. Because I prefer to collect them 
[manufactured home communities] all myself ... I don’t want the competition. It’s a 
horrible industry (laughing).” 

That Nathan Smith quote—half-joke, half-confession—perfectly crystallizes the 
consolidation thesis: the “horrible industry” is horrible for residents and 
independents, but lucrative for those who own the moat." 

  

Lest anyone think that Smith's quip was a one off, look at what his partner and Flagship co-
founder Kurt Keeny recently told Renx. 

“Don't buy my stock if you want me to develop,” Keeney quipped. 

The Renx article opened with Keeney explaining that they began by developing a 
community. While they admit that they add sites at existing locations, they have bluntly 
said that industry consolidation is their focus. That roughly dozen year span from Nathan 
Smith's video recorded comments above to this writer for MHProNews and Kurt Keeney's 
recent comments, with multiple IR presentations since paints a clearly documented 
timeline of both words and behaviors. In what sense can MHI sincerely claim to be working 
for organic industry growth when their own dominating members have so often stated 
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verbally and in writing that 'growth' to them means existing market share, which means 
consolidation? 

This isn't speculative. This isn't a 'conspiracy theory,' a snark periodically attempted by 
MHI defenders. This is MHI members, MHI corporate and senior staff leaders in their 
own words. 

5. That outline ought to beg questions, such as: 

• why did MHI withdraw support for the Hiler Amendment then? 

• Why did MHI corporate and senior staff leaders pick the optional removable chassis 
to support in recent years? 

• Why didn't MHI support the latest call for MHARR amendments, namely, to have the 
"enhanced preemption" provision of the Manufactured Housing Improvement Act 
(MHIA, MHIA 2000, 2000 Reform Law, 2000 Reform Act) to be mandated for 
enforcement along with a similar mandate to enforce the Duty to Serve (DTS) chattel 
lending? Recall that MHARR very publicly made an effort in 2019 to get MHI state 
affiliates to join in a planned legal action to compel HUD to sue to enforce existing 
law. 

  

[caption id="attachment_153267" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/the-incredible-shrinking-
zoning-problem-september-2019-mharr-issues-and-perspectives/ MHARR reached out to 
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MHI affiliated state associations in an offer to work with them to identify and advance a 
case to press the Manufactured Housing Improvement Act of 2000 (MHIA or '2000 reform 
law') in 2019. Now approaching 5 years later, there has been no similar effort by MHI. Why 
not? Given that MHI-TMHA has filed suit in the DOE matter, it should immediately call into 
question why they have not done so on the other issues that have limited manufactured 
housing for the bulk of the 21st century. Indeed, MHI's behavior in the DOE issue ought to 
be the subject of federal/state or other probes, as MHARR has alleged with evidence that 
MHI appeared to be working against the industry's broader interests. Using third-party 
research, MHProNews has also reported that donations by Warren Buffett linked nonprofits 
and allies have apparently flowed to the Sierra Club, which in turn sued the DOE during the 
Trump Administration to compel the rulemaking process that MHARR's efforts had 
previously stopped. [/caption] 

  

6. It should also be noted that it was reportedly MHARR which pushed for HUD to broaden 
the type of housing units (duplex, multi-story, etc.) 

So, rather than let the definition of a manufactured home be the focus of this comments 
letter, let us allow that brief history and open questions to be the pivot to what arguably 
should be more critical topics. For example. 

• Why doesn't HUD's own document linked here fail to use the formal definition for a 
manufactured home? 

• The reference for this document is: "FR-6537-P-01 Revising the Definition of 
‘‘Manufactured Home’’ to Lower Housing Costs." HUD's "mission" is 

7. Per MHARR re: removal of the upper-level chassis to the MHCC. 

"Accordingly, while the proposal considered by the MHCC may ultimately prove to be 
beneficial for the industry and consumers, it still does not address – and will not remedy – 
the principal bottlenecks, i.e., discriminatory zoning exclusion and the lack of available, 
competitive-rate consumer financing within the mainstream manufactured home 
consumer financing market, that have suppressed the production of mainstream HUD 
Code manufactured homes (which should be in the hundreds of thousands of homes 
annually) for decades. 

Rather than tinkering “around the edges” of the manufactured housing market and 
mainstream manufactured housing availability, then, HUD, under the Trump 
Administration, should go straight to the root of the industry’s production and availability 
stagnation since 2000, and use the authority it already has under the 2000 Reform Law (i.e., 
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enhanced federal preemption under 42 U.S.C. 5403(d)), to federally preempt discriminatory 
and exclusionary zoning edicts grounded in the refusal of such authorities to accept 
manufactured homes built to federal standards and the unique HUD federal building code 
(rather than state and/or local codes). It should also expressly support – and join – efforts to 
advance the availability of Duty to Serve (DTS) support, by Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac, for 
consumer financing loans within the mainstream manufactured housing market." 

8. While President Donald J. Trump (R) declined signing the 21st Century ROAD to Housing 
Act, saying the SAVE America Act was more important and this housing bill was a "yawn" by 
comparison, that may also have been a strategic choice on his part. While a string of 
organizations praised the enactment of the bill, including the Manufactured Housing 
Institute, per the House Financial Services Committee website, according to multiple 
sources, the bill is unlikely to make much difference for affordable home buyers for months 
or even years to come (if ever). 

"The following organizations have expressed support for the bill: 

AARP, Affordable Homes & Communities, Affordable Housing Tax Credit Coalition, Airbnb, 
American Bankers Association, American FinTech Council, American Land Title 
Association, American Planning Association, Appraisal Institute, Arkansas Bankers 
Association, Bipartisan Policy Center Action, Council for Affordable and Rural Housing, 
Council of State Community Development Agencies, Defense Credit Union Council, 
Florida Bankers Association, Home Depot, Homeownership Council of America, Housing 
Advisory Group, Housing Assistance Council, Housing Policy Council, Independent 
Bankers Association of Texas, Independent Community Bankers of America, Kentucky 
Bankers Association, Lincoln Avenue Communities, Manufactured Housing Institute, 
Mayors and CEOs for U.S. Housing Investment, Modular Building Institute, Mortgage 
Bankers Association, National Apartment Association, National Association of Affordable 
Housing Lenders, National Association of Counties, National Association of Home 
Builders, National Association of Housing Redevelopment Officials, National Association 
of Realtors, National Association of Residential Property Managers, National Bankers 
Association, National Community Development Association, National Council of State 
Housing Agencies, National Housing Conference, National League of Cities, National 
Leased Housing Association, National Lumber and Building Materials Dealers Association, 
National Multifamily Housing Council, National Rental Home Council, Public Housing 
Authorities Directors Association, Small Business & Entrepreneurship Council, Texas 
Bankers Association, The Community Development Bankers Association, The Housing 
Advisory Group, The National Association of Mortgage Brokers, The Real Estate 
Roundtable, U.S. Chamber of Commerce, U.S. Conference of Mayors, Up for Growth, 

https://financialservices.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=411189


Veterans Association of Real Estate Professionals, Veterans United, Window & Door 
Manufactures Association, Zillow." 

9. So, while the list above from the Congressional page linked here looks impressive, it is 
arguably part of what the Cascade Policy Institute called "political theater." 

  

[caption id="attachment_234791" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
This link will go live on Thursday 7.16.2026 at about 1 AM ET. 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/political-theater-barrons-aei-housing-
center-cascade-policy-center-mharr-pushback-cheerleader-claims-21st-century-road-to-
housing-act-will-law-help-adults-buy-a-home-fea/[/caption] 

  

10. To frame what follows, multiple third-party AIs have explored the notion that this writer 
for MHProNews - who has also published items via mainstream media, comments letters 
like this one, plus on MHLivingNews, etc. - is per online information available the most 
published person in manufactured housing in the 21st century. I'm not saying that to brag, 
but rather to frame the above and what follows. To write a comments letter like this, or to 
write an article, requires research and that means reading. I may be at or near the top of the 
number of Americans who have read about housing more broadly, and manufactured 
homes more specifically. So, beyond having decades of hands-on experience in 
manufactured housing retail, communities, marketing and consulting, there are years of 
experience in reading on what MHI has said, what MHARR has said, what various MHI (or 

PoliticalTheaterBarronsAEI_HousingCenterCascadePolicyCenterMHARRpushbackCheerleaderClaims21stCenturyROADtoHousingActWillLawHelpAdultsBuyHomeFeaMHProNews
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other) member firms have said via earnings calls, investor relations materials, etc. For over 
three years, I've been transparently deploying via MHProNews, MHLivingNews and 
elsewhere the use of third-party AIs. I prompt those AIs with the input-inquiries, I read what 
the AIs have responded with, and I check to see if the AI response is on point or somehow 
missed a point. I may not have Lesli Gooch's Ph.D., but some university somewhere ought 
to be giving me an honorary Ph.D. in manufactured housing research and reporting. I don't 
claim to know more than a lender on certain specifics. I don't claim to know more than an 
engineer on engineering, etc. But I get it on how what this or that person's role in the 
industry intersects with the industry's landscape. I've interviewed engineers and designers 
in plants and elsewhere. I've interviewed lenders, consumers, retailers, producers, 
association figures, and politicians, etc. Sometimes, I want to laugh when I see "Dr. 
Gooch," because IMHO that "Dr." doesn't seem to understand manufactured housing 
nearly as well as yours truly, much less MHARR's Danny Ghorbani or Mark Weiss, who 
between the two of them have roughly a century of experience in manufactured housing. 

What Dr. Gooch arguably exemplifies is the level of duplicity and corruption that exists at 
MHI. I've repeatedly asked MHI leaders to publicly respond to these or similar concerns, 
and they stay silent. AI powered Gemini said it is likely because of "strategic avoidance," the 
"Streisand factor," a desire to not attract more attention to issues that this writer for 
MHProNews began to call into question over a decade ago when I publicly called on then 
president/CEO Richard "Dick" Jennison and then VP Lesli Gooch to resign or be terminated. 
Why? Because they had apparently deliberately OK'd an email to members that 
misrepresented (omitted) key information about a Congressional hearing that MHI had 
reported on. 

  



[caption id="attachment_139435" align="aligncenter" width="510"]

 Note: the date 
shown on the post linked here was skewed when the MHProNews website was rebuilt. That 
this article was posted well before the date show is clearly indicated within that linked 
article, as the Update dated 6.20.2016 in that article reflects. 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/why-richard-dick-jennison-and-lesli-
gooch-at-mhi-should-resign-or-go and 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/manufactured-housing-institute-members-
react-allegations-of-misleading-mhi-housing-alert/[/caption] 

  

I spoke face-to-face with Tim Williams, President and CEO of 21st Mortgage Corp (sister 
brand to Clayton Homes, both owned by Berkshire Hathaway) about the issue reported 
above. Our firm was an MHI member at that time. MHI members were our clients at the 
time, including MHI itself as a periodic sponsor of our platform. I didn't let dollars stop me 
from doing what a truth-seeking trade journalist should do, namely, hold the powerful to 
account. 
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[caption id="attachment_172873" align="aligncenter" width="651"]

 
"There are many kinds of journalism, but at the heart of their constitutional responsibilities, 
journalists are in the business of monitoring and keeping a check on people and institutions 
in power." Trade media can and should be a 'cheer leader' when it is appropriate to do so. 
But authentic trade media also holds the powers that be to account. Who says? The 
American Press Institute. [/caption] 

  

Gooch's history is arguably checkered. In hindsight, it is baffling how the search committee 
that hired Gooch for MHI missed the array of concerns that should have been red-flags. It is 
baffling that she was ever interviewed, much less hired. But do not take my word for it, 
look at the evidence. 

  



[caption id="attachment_204586" align="aligncenter" width="458"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/mhi-ceo-lesli-gooch-attack-new-biden-
harris-hud-fha-program-characterization-linked-to-apparently-predatory-members-
linkedin-gooch-mhi-board-leaders-stunnin/ [/caption] 

  

Let me quickly confess that I did not initially look for such evidence shown above and 
below when Gooch was first announced as the new MHI VP. I presumed (apparently, 
wrongly) that MHI's search committee would do their job properly. 
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[caption id="attachment_209602" align="aligncenter" width="650"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/mhi-ceo-lesli-gooch-attack-new-biden-
harris-hud-fha-program-characterization-linked-to-apparently-predatory-members-
linkedin-gooch-mhi-board-leaders-stunnin/ [/caption][caption id="attachment_209596" 
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align="aligncenter" width="648"]  Note: depending on your 



browser or device, many images in this report and others on MHProNews can be clicked to 
expand. Click the image and follow the prompts. For example, in some browsers/devices 
you click the image and select 'open in a new window.' After clicking that selection you click 
the image in the open window to expand the image to a larger size. To return to this page, 
use your back key, escape or follow the prompts. [/caption] 

  

There is much more about "Dr. Gooch," see reports linked above and below. 

  

[caption id="attachment_203326" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wacky-wednesday-lol-biden-then-
gaslighting-2-0-as-manufactured-housing-institute-mhi-ceo-dr-lesli-gooch-named-2024-
women-of-influence-by-wheeler-led-housingwire-why-plus-mhmarkets/[/caption] 

  

Apparently, someone in the MHI orbit, perhaps someone in the MHI offices, anonymously 
provided documents linked and unpacked below. It showed that while Gooch was working 
for MHI full time, per lobbyist filings, she was also being paid by a conventional housing 
nonprofit representing the competitors of manufactured housing, i.e.: site builders. 
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Despite such evidence, that it is the JOB of corporate leaders to be aware of, how is it that 
Gooch was hired, or later retained? A longtime MHI office member told MHProNews after 
that report linked above was published that MHI leadership were apparently aware of 
Gooch's 'moonlighting during the daytime' while she ought to have been working on MHI 
issues, she was working Capitol Hill on behalf of site builders. Even doing that work after or 
before hours for a site-building nonprofit ought to have been forbidden by MHI leaders. Yet, 
per that source it was known that Gooch was doing that lobbying. That begs serious 
questions, like what would be the motivation for MHI corporate leaders having a 
government affairs VP working for site-built interests while she was on MHI's dime? 

A plausible explanation is this. Much (not all) of MHI's senior leadership wants to keep 
manufactured housing underperforming. Why? For the sake of "moat building" and 
consolidation. If production is low, if financing is difficult and more costly, that makes it 
more difficult for newcomers to enter, for existing firms to persist, or exiting firms to find 
potentially buyers. These are deemed "barriers of entry, persistence, exit" and are 
purportedly considered in certain cases by antitrust officials. 
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 "...this ain't a theory, it's a heist" and "Copilot's 



assessment of MHI engaging in "optics while consolidation continues" resonate strongly 
with the pattern of evidence we've discussed. These more forceful characterizations reflect 
the apparent disconnect between MHI"s stated goals and the actual outcomes in the 
manufactured housing industry."[/caption] 
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11. So, it isn't just MHARR, NAMHCO, Crawford, Marty Lavin, or whistleblowers who have 
criticized and/or documented MHI's purported failures. It is MHI's own past chairman, and 
still MHI board member, Nathan Smith that admitted on video that MHI had failed to be 
proactive and was instead or being active. Once the evidence is assembled, as this outline 
has done, it becomes difficult to unsee it. Except, perhaps, for those whose incomes 
depend on not seeing it. 
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Upton Sinclair said, quote: "It is difficult to get a man to understand something when his 
salary depends upon his not understanding it."  [/caption] 

  

Prominent MHI member Sam Landy can recant, if he wanted to, his prior remarks 
published in HousingWire. But his words are a matter of record. 
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https://patch.com/florida/lakeland/affordable-housing-manufactured-housing-institute-
mhi-concerns-spotlighted [/caption] 

  

The Landys have repeatedly said that they think that manufactured housing ought to be 
seeking to essentially triple the number of land-lease communities. 
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For saying that out loud during an earnings call, fellow MHI member Frank Rolfe called 
Landy's push for more developing to be "asinine." 
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That's the tension - right there! - between MHI members who want organic growth and 
MHI members who are just fine about keeping the industry underperforming so that 
consolidation of the industry can continue. Rolfe is on record saying the industry should 
'never' do more developing of new 'mobile home parks.' Apparently, Flagship's Keeney feels 
the same, per Renx: 

“Don't buy my stock if you want me to develop,” Keeney quipped. 

12. So, when university researcher Maris Jensen writes about vertical foreclosure in 
manufactured housing, she has plenty of evidence. 
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When Amy Schmitz, J.D., said over 2 decades ago in her research into manufactured 
housing that 'MH Insiders' were running the industry for their benefit, her points may be as 
or more valid today as they were back then. 
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When BIS.org researchers point to problems in manufactured housing lending that 
presaged the recent FHFA/Federal Register statements by a year, that is one more external 
source of researched evidence that needs to be considered to understand why 
manufactured housing is underperforming during an affordable housing crisis. 
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It is entirely possible that just fixing lending in manufactured housing, to bring more 
affordable lending online for consumers to select from, might have tripled the number of 
new manufactured homes sold. Because a federal agency has said that manufactured 
home loans are being denied at a rate several times higher than conventional housing. 
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In saying, sales might have tripled for manufactured housing if DTS or FHA Title I lending 
were being properly implemented, that's an understatement. Why? Because some 
applicants who are approved never close for various reasons. That said, manufactured 
home production were adjusted up by a factor of three due to higher approvals and more 
approvals because of lower cost lending, manufactured housing would be at roughly the 
same level as the industry was in the mid-to-late 1990s. 
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We can't forget that there is a national class action antitrust lawsuit pending in court. that 
sharp rise in site fees is, using the law of supply and demand, caused in part due to a lack 
of developing. 
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Antitrust plaintiffs' attorneys have told MHProNews that they are 'hoping' the court will 
advance the case due in part to what MHI member Murex has agreed to reveal. Those same 
attorneys have made it clear with dozens of references to other potential unnamed 
defendants. 

So, when Samuel Strommen or James Schmitz Jr. and others who have compiled evidence 
and alleged antitrust violations, in the light of this array of others saying similar and at times 
overlapping claims, both HUD and others in or beyond manufactured housing have to look 
into the details that have kept manufactured housing underperforming for essentially all of 
the 21st century. 
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factories-first-and-only-experiment-was-tremendous-success-by-elena-falcettoni-james-
a-schmitz-jr-mark-l-j-wright-plus-sunday-weekly-mhville-head/ [/caption] 

  

Dr. Elena Falcettoni, Ph.D., has presented at an event that MHI's Dr. Lesli Gooch, Ph.D., has 
also presented at. So, why is it that MHI only mentions Schmitz et al's research and that is 
to slam him for his 'tone'? Rather than deal with the issues Schmitz and others have made, 
Dr. Gooch is going to slur he and Ohanian for their "tone?" Did Dr. Gooch leave junior high 
school or not? 

  

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/mass-production-of-homes-in-u-s-factories-first-and-only-experiment-was-tremendous-success-by-elena-falcettoni-james-a-schmitz-jr-mark-l-j-wright-plus-sunday-weekly-mhville-head/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/mass-production-of-homes-in-u-s-factories-first-and-only-experiment-was-tremendous-success-by-elena-falcettoni-james-a-schmitz-jr-mark-l-j-wright-plus-sunday-weekly-mhville-head/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/mass-production-of-homes-in-u-s-factories-first-and-only-experiment-was-tremendous-success-by-elena-falcettoni-james-a-schmitz-jr-mark-l-j-wright-plus-sunday-weekly-mhville-head/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/MHI-CEO-LesliGoochRespondsToWashingtonPostOpinionPieceAboutChassisRemovalLegislationLeeOhanianJamesASchmitzJr-MHProNewsFactCheckOfManufacturedHousing.orgPost.jpg


[caption id="attachment_202058" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/want-affordable-housing-take-the-chassis-
off-manufactured-houses-and-dont-call-them-mobile-homes-prof-lee-ohanian-and-
james-a-schmitz-wapo-op-ed-echoes-andrew-justus-a/[/caption] 

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/want-affordable-housing-take-the-chassis-off-manufactured-houses-and-dont-call-them-mobile-homes-prof-lee-ohanian-and-james-a-schmitz-wapo-op-ed-echoes-andrew-justus-a/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/want-affordable-housing-take-the-chassis-off-manufactured-houses-and-dont-call-them-mobile-homes-prof-lee-ohanian-and-james-a-schmitz-wapo-op-ed-echoes-andrew-justus-a/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/want-affordable-housing-take-the-chassis-off-manufactured-houses-and-dont-call-them-mobile-homes-prof-lee-ohanian-and-james-a-schmitz-wapo-op-ed-echoes-andrew-justus-a/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/mass-production-of-homes-in-u-s-factories-first-and-only-experiment-was-tremendous-success-by-elena-falcettoni-james-a-schmitz-jr-mark-l-j-wright-plus-sunday-weekly-mhville-head/


 



  

And MHI's corporate leaders have kept that woman on as their CEO? Isn't it obvious that 
they do so because she is doing what they want, which is to give cover while slow-but-
steady motion consolidation progresses, all while MHI posture and claims that they want 
organic growth? MHI apparently tries to take credit for ideas that MHARR has advanced 
years or even decades ago. It is not just childish behavior; it is arguably harmful behavior. 
Who says? How about Samuel "Sam" Strommen, J.D., while he was at Knudson Law? 
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alleged-manufactured-housing-institute-mhi-anti-consumer-manufactured-housing-
institute-leaders-decline-comment-sam-strommen-antitrust-case-allegations-anal/ and 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/masthead/true-tale-of-four-attorneys-
research-into-manufactured-housing-what-they-reveal-about-why-manufactured-homes-
are-underperforming-during-an-affordable-housing-crisis-facts-and-analysis/ [/caption] 

  

Strommen pointed asserted that MHI was working on behalf of the REITs and the "Big 
Three" manufactured housing producers to consolidate the industry in what he called a 
"Rube Goldberg Machine of Human Suffering. In doing so, Strommen laid out a 17-page 
130 footnoted antitrust argument for a criminal case, rather than push for a civil case. 
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Let's recall that last year MHARR's Mark Weiss, J.D., said that the consolidation of the 
industry was not a topic of interest for MHI because exposing that problem would point to 
their own members. That's not far from the mark, because reportedly some 8 of the 11 
national class action antitrust defendants are MHI members. 
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"The consolidation of key industry sectors is an ongoing and growing concern that MHI has 
not addressed because doing so would implicate their own members. Such consolidation 
has negative effects on consumers (and the industry) and is a subject that MHProNews and 
MHLivingNews are quite right to report on and cover thoroughly. This is important work that 
no one else in the industry has shown the stomach or integrity to address." Mark Weiss, J.D., 
President and CEO of the Manufactured Housing Association for Regulatory Reform 
(MHARR) in on the record remarks emailed to MHProNews. For prior comments by Weiss 
and MHARR on the topic of monopolization click here. See also  

See also: https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/consolidation-of-key-mh-
industry-sectors-ongoing-growing-concern-mhi-hasnt-addressed-because-doing-so-
would-implicate-their-own-members-plus-sunday-weekly-mhville-headlines-
recap/ [/caption] 

  

Let's emphasize that my critiques, and those of MHProNews/MHLivingNews more broadly, 
of MHI began while the parent company of our publications was an MHI member. It 
arguably cost us money to expose what we were finding. When was the last time someone 
in the MHI orbit of trade journalism did an expose of MHI? When was the last time some 
trade publisher beyond MHProNews/MHLivingNews published whistleblower documents 
exposing MHI? It would seem, based on known information that those documents and 
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tipster turn to us because they know that MHI linked bloggers and trade media are unlikely 
to do so. That may explain why MHProNews reportedly has 101x the visitors that MHI does, 
see the documents, third-party AI checks, and related linked below. 
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But let's give the "MHI Insiders" their due. Have they used Gooch as their fall guy (or fall 
gal?!) for apparently corrupt behavior? Not yet, anyway. Nevertheless, Tiny House Alliance 
USA's founder, Janet Thome, publicly documented that HUD reportedly gave MHI hundreds 
of thousands of dollars to provide a report on regulatory barriers to manufactured housing. 
What? Does no one recall that during the Obama-Biden (D) Administration, such regulatory 
barriers to manufactured housing research was already done? MHI was asked to explain 
and provide their 'research' that HUD's press release said they were being paid to do. There 
has not been a response as of the time shown, some 2 to 3 days after the inquiries shown 
below. 
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But let's be clear, HUD has also been asked by MHProNews to provide that MHI research. 
What were HUD officials thinking? It looks like layers of conflicting interests are involved. 

In the light of the Teresa Payne, J.D., leaving HUD's Office of Manufactured Housing 
Programs (OMHP) to join MHI, this increasingly looks like a case study in: 

• the revolving door. 

• The Iron Triangle. 

• AmeRegCorp 

all illustrated in the HUD-MHI and related nexus. 
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An ex-HUD economist told MHProNews point that he wasn't surprised that neither 
Democratic or Republican HUD Secretaries have enforced "enhanced preemption." 
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