
Pre-publication draft for submission to third-party artificial intelligence (AI) for facts-evidence-analysis 

(FEA) check for a developing report on MHProNews 

NAR Chief Economist Lawrence Yun on Home Sales Expectations 2nd Half 2026. 
Mortgage Rates 1972-2026. Residential Housing Sector Spending. Apt Rents. 
Consumer Sentiment-'Doom.' Wage Growth. FEA 

"Home sales are expected to be modestly better in the second half of 2026, provided that 
inventory and housing supply continue to expand, National Association of REALTORS® Chief 
Economist Dr. Lawrence Yun said" according to their press release provided to MHProNews 
by the National Association of Realtors (NAR) and provided below in Part I. Unlike the 
Manufactured Housing Institute (MHI), NAR makes an array of their research available 
directly to the public. The National Association of Home Builders (NAHB) and the 
Manufactured Housing Association for Regulatory Reform (MHARR) make production data 
and research available to the public too. Given that MHI has for years failed to provide the 
public - and thus ALL industry members - routine access to research, the NAR data that 
follows is useful and insightful. Mortgage rates from 1972-2026 is provided by NAR. 
Housing sector spending, consumer sentiment (described as "doom") and an array of 
commercial real estate, gross domestic product (GDP), federal spending vs. receipts and 
more are part of the PowerPoint presentation entitled "Real Estate and Economic Outlook" 
made by NAR's Dr. Yun provided to MHProNews. 

1. Yun's presentation is posted below. 

 
 

  

2. Yun's presentation and the NAR press release that follows in Part I occurred prior to the 
Senate vote regarding what has been described as a pothole marred 21st Century ROAD to 
Housing Act. Per QZ. 

"An 87-8 procedural vote cleared the way for Senate floor debate on the 21st Century ROAD 
to Housing Act. A full Senate passage vote could happen before the week is out, Senate 
Majority Leader John Thune told reporters, with the House scheduled to return next week 
and take up the measure at that point. 

The deal was reached among the top four lawmakers overseeing housing legislation: 
Senate Banking Committee Chairman Tim Scott, ranking member Senator Elizabeth 
Warren, House Financial Services Committee Chairman French Hill, and ranking member 
Representative Maxine Waters. 

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Editorial-Disclosures-and-Publication-Insights-by-Manufactured-Home-Pro-News-MHProNews10.12.2025.pdf
https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/
https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/category/manufactured-home-shipments/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Editorial-Disclosures-and-Publication-Insights-by-Manufactured-Home-Pro-News-MHProNews10.12.2025.pdf
https://www.yahoo.com/news/politics/articles/bipartisan-housing-bill-limits-investor-152614524.html


"This bill is the result of years of work to lower costs, expand housing supply, cut red tape, 
protect taxpayers, and help more Americans achieve the dream of homeownership," Scott 
said in a statement. Hill said in a statement he looks forward to President Trump signing the 
bill into law. 

Warren called the investor restriction a historic first. In a brief hallway interview at the 
Capitol, Warren told CNBC: "Never before has Congress put any restriction on the ability of 
private equity to move into whatever industry they want, buy up whatever they want and 
destroy whatever they want." 

Every one of the eight dissenting votes was cast by a Republican senator, The Hill reported." 

3. Per the Hill. 

"All eight votes against the measure came from GOP senators: Sens. Alan Armstrong 
(Okla.), Ted Cruz (Texas), Ron Johnson (Wis.), Mike Lee (Utah), Rand Paul (Ky.), Rick 
Scott (Fla.), Tommy Tuberville (Ala.) and Todd Young (Ind.)." 

4. The vote occurred after the Manufactured Housing Association for Regulatory Reform 
(MHARR) President and CEO Mark Weiss, J.D., issued what was tantamount to a message 
of accountability to the Manufactured Housing Institute (MHI). That message from Weiss 
came on the heels of a similar, and more succinct message from former MHI VP and 
MHARR founding president and CEO Danny Ghorbani. Ghorbani is the senior advisor at 
MHARR. Between the two there are some 95 years of "institutional memory" on 
manufactured housing issues and history, dwarfing any senior leaders at MHI. MHProNews 
has unpacked Weiss message which included Ghorbani's observations and much more in 
the deeper dive linked below. 
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https://thehill.com/people/rand-paul/
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/mharr-ceo-mark-weiss-i-told-you-so-2-0-
pending-housing-legislation-is-a-litany-of-deficiencies-and-missed-opportunities-for-
mainstream-manufactured-housing-and-consumers/[/caption] 

5. This MHVille facts-evidence-analysis (FEA) is underway. 

  

Part I. From the emailed press release to MHProNews from the NAR.  

  

Chief Economist Lawrence Yun Says Home Sales Expected to Improve in Second Half 
of 2026 

Yun projects homeowners will gain $16,000 in housing wealth this year and predicts the 
national median home price will reach $1 million within 25 years 

WASHINGTON (June 16, 2026) – Home sales are expected to be modestly better in the 
second half of 2026, provided that inventory and housing supply continue to 
expand, National Association of REALTORS® Chief Economist Dr. Lawrence Yun said during 
the Residential Economic Issues and Trends Forum at the 2026 REALTORS® Legislative 
Meetings. 

NAR’s current forecast calls for existing-home sales to rise 4% this year, with the median 
home price also climbing 4%. Mortgage rates are projected to average 6.5% in 2026. Yun 
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added that housing wealth accumulation will continue in 2026, with the typical homeowner 
gaining approximately $16,000 in wealth this year. 

“Homeowners will continue to build wealth, while renters are simply spinning their 
wheels,” Yun said. 

Despite headwinds in the housing market, Yun said the U.S. economy will avoid a recession 
in 2026, pointing to strong business investment in artificial intelligence and data centers. 
The unemployment rate is expected to remain under 5%, and job gains are projected to 
reach 400,000 this year. 

Yun also offered a long-term projection, running multiple scenarios to estimate when the 
national median home price—currently $430,000—would reach $1 million. Each scenario 
pointed to roughly the same answer: about 25 years. 

To illustrate the power of long-term appreciation, Yun noted that the national median home 
price was just $90,000 in 1990. Even San Francisco, considered super expensive at the 
time, had a median price of only $250,000. 

Also speaking at the forum, Dr. Jessica Lautz, NAR deputy chief economist and vice 
president of research, focused on who is actually buying homes right now despite the 
challenging market. Lautz said the housing market may feel like it’s in gridlock, but that is 
not a universal experience—distinct buyer segments are actively purchasing, whether 
driven by necessity, determination or housing equity. 

“I’ve been traveling around the nation this year, and I am hearing a lot from you that it’s a 
really wonky market,” Lautz told the audience. “You’ll list a home on the market, and 
sometimes it’ll sit for months. And sometimes it’s going to have multiple offers, and they 
can be next door to each other.” 

Lautz walked through a series of buyer profiles backed by NAR research data, identifying 
opportunities for REALTORS® to recognize and reach potential clients they may be 
overlooking. 

“We talk incessantly about first-time homebuyers. What about first-time sellers?" Lautz 
said, noting that 17% of younger baby boomers who sold this year had never sold a 
property before. 

Lautz also addressed persistent myths holding back potential buyers. 

“Misinformation is out there,” Lautz said, noting that many potential buyers still believe 
they need a 20% down payment. “The typical down payment for first-time homebuyers was 
just 10% last year.” 



View a copy of the slides from this session: https://www.nar.realtor/presentations 

  

About the National Association of REALTORS® 

The National Association of REALTORS® is involved in all aspects of residential and 
commercial real estate. The term REALTOR® is a registered collective membership mark 
that identifies a real estate professional who is a member of the National Association of 
REALTORS® and subscribes to its strict Code of Ethics. For free consumer guides about 
navigating the homebuying and selling transaction processes—from written buyer 
agreements to negotiating compensation—visit facts.realtor. 

# # # 

Information about NAR is available at nar.realtor. This and other news releases are 
posted in the newsroom at nar.realtor/newsroom. Statistical data in this release, as 
well as other tables and surveys, are posted in the “Research and Statistics” tab. 

-- -- 

Part II. Additional Facts-Evidence-Analysis (FEA) from sources as shown plus more 
MHProNews Manufactured Home Industry Expert Commentary. 

In no particular order of importance. 

1. Yun's data does not mention manufactured homes or factory-built housing at all. From 
the National Association of Home Builders (NAHB) report linked here. 

The total market share of non-site built single-family homes (modular and panelized) was 
just 3% of single-family homes in 2024, according to completion data from the Census 
Bureau Survey of Construction data and NAHB analysis. This is the same as the 3% share 
in 2023. This share has been steadily declining since the early-2000s despite the high-level 
of interest for non-site built construction. 

https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.uRyDydJ5nn2rliU5OZ3x2VRt2ToI8bQ-2FcK6DXop6RhjbVkiui4a98Xz6fG8n-2Bv4KyMU4_rhZ-2Be90GvpwuuU7dVYhyTv6lafadtGSCseRx0vN98aavBk3PTOBk3pcZLPZqA459HrR-2BkfuGLgD-2F-2FdtUQ6AiJ-2FB-2BI95TjeXInONWDcxhEp3uxp7lCZINl4RvRBfc3oIZedgXzUkwUr7PuQQ7g-2BzO2nbK7ZdLZbhqlFFvVeTmApLrqnjV30K1RKnd-2FE6xCrOH-2BbymaDkHQOZ5-2FUQjkTUy1scyU-2BfN-2BBDnm1OEkUJbA9dac1yFJfIfICoeLV1Y2thcks9JcHWd2YYwpZtEePGNwInVayHHYtm9QG1Gs9Sa-2Fk7d5keASH3J-2BRLJKS8WascPBtJNm6JiESYK-2BYlN01GSHALozzcnUrmU0J-2BRnrTQx6G8MpceSoS9aJTfEL9m9RqB
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.uRyDydJ5nn2rliU5OZ3x2VRt2ToI8bQ-2FcK6DXop6RhhYVl6R-2FBtAxOy1XLi5JbvS1hOwQ6RmWDwY1gr-2FenJvZqN1lhI00qmQqURv3YTV4Wo-3DFzl7_rhZ-2Be90GvpwuuU7dVYhyTv6lafadtGSCseRx0vN98aavBk3PTOBk3pcZLPZqA459HrR-2BkfuGLgD-2F-2FdtUQ6AiJ-2FB-2BI95TjeXInONWDcxhEp3uxp7lCZINl4RvRBfc3oIZedgXzUkwUr7PuQQ7g-2BzO2nbK7ZdLZbhqlFFvVeTmApLrqnjV30K1RKnd-2FE6xCrOH-2BbymaDkHQOZ5-2FUQjkTUy1rfTYTGJFAGvbE4VihsU54P-2Br2W7j-2FgrBBDqAmpxzAgZAAS-2F3K-2FbyZjwO4Fb1U-2FI-2B0mKPlA9dQR3YJh2VLsh7Qot-2BfVzcs5QHyO5A4xif2abfHmtrwVSYhQ3SZmAuOE3B8md86GhU9RN1xu57y2UBpomb4eWOR-2B8VmV-2BQFbBLSsI
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.uRyDydJ5nn2rliU5OZ3x2VRt2ToI8bQ-2FcK6DXop6Rhi5h8XsXC3cvFh-2BV1EjS3KQWPut_rhZ-2Be90GvpwuuU7dVYhyTv6lafadtGSCseRx0vN98aavBk3PTOBk3pcZLPZqA459HrR-2BkfuGLgD-2F-2FdtUQ6AiJ-2FB-2BI95TjeXInONWDcxhEp3uxp7lCZINl4RvRBfc3oIZedgXzUkwUr7PuQQ7g-2BzO2nbK7ZdLZbhqlFFvVeTmApLrqnjV30K1RKnd-2FE6xCrOH-2BbymaDkHQOZ5-2FUQjkTUy1uo0DFQMJy4xEU9t22DAJd-2FiErl9An44o7OSHuYK7m-2FWdca5fzGV6V5uBqVdRjV-2BvVirISirAw5VDXpfbvnQVcIHosM8NDFXxUSSkhx7BBYjzq7H8IBz1PDLw9H0LIbBFNbNOO47-2FeGJEiFlr-2Frpk25zezDBXP9JkVEqIcdTY-2B94
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.c0scnCxM1YrvPQFcJfkNvED4g-2BZLLRPGXQbL600IeqU-3DsIME_rhZ-2Be90GvpwuuU7dVYhyTv6lafadtGSCseRx0vN98aavBk3PTOBk3pcZLPZqA459HrR-2BkfuGLgD-2F-2FdtUQ6AiJ-2FB-2BI95TjeXInONWDcxhEp3uxp7lCZINl4RvRBfc3oIZedgXzUkwUr7PuQQ7g-2BzO2nbK7ZdLZbhqlFFvVeTmApLrqnjV30K1RKnd-2FE6xCrOH-2BbymaDkHQOZ5-2FUQjkTUy1rifleKZCGQRWaatSbXsollZVx6C-2Fd9MKt4P6UXzsnJ-2BDfQwfLCZzrr-2BMDhJs-2BOBZbeiKl2l00Xlj7xxaXZXgpwcCrkVcnFSbx-2FulVz-2FGROmJvE4J6MutiMQrTuX2jabMAf2-2BKZ2O7GP7XWHliBp6pZlIfRLn2Cg093MMaHP1Ws8
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.uRyDydJ5nn2rliU5OZ3x2VRt2ToI8bQ-2FcK6DXop6RhgUfTYa8wMQf9QK8V4Tv2yBzUSw_rhZ-2Be90GvpwuuU7dVYhyTv6lafadtGSCseRx0vN98aavBk3PTOBk3pcZLPZqA459HrR-2BkfuGLgD-2F-2FdtUQ6AiJ-2FB-2BI95TjeXInONWDcxhEp3uxp7lCZINl4RvRBfc3oIZedgXzUkwUr7PuQQ7g-2BzO2nbK7ZdLZbhqlFFvVeTmApLrqnjV30K1RKnd-2FE6xCrOH-2BbymaDkHQOZ5-2FUQjkTUy1twc9ZApMFdO8JkvH3LpH1spXaDkcfifXwLrAiyzO3v24dgz8fEY04xxnFuaeq8L3EjBNPnl8cSfKiM-2FNgH60wdtf7c0XP9EmwEFfMi2uyShWsG8XEHGPRpJTrPMju-2FNoCe1-2FTsggotkOhFnokT5EyaVG4a8oVC45UDyb3NLrI84
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2. In just a few sentences plus that graph, the NAHB has painted the picture that 
MHProNews has been spotlighting on a regular basis for years. Namely, that "interest" in 
"off-site" or "factory-built" production is NOT the same as actual production and 
completed housing units! That graph also shows that NAHB makes publicly available 
information that MHI routinely fails to provide to the public. MHARR, a smaller national 
trade group focused on independent producers that routinely cites the needs of consumers 
of more modest means too, has for years made publicly available monthly production data 
and provides other research reports, commentary, and analysis. 

https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/category/manufactured-home-shipments/
https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/mhpronews-qa-with-danny-ghorbani/duty-to-serve-mh/
https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/category/mharr-issues-and-perspectives/
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/what-happens-if-congress-passes-
housing-reform-yet-manufactured-home-industry-growth-stalled-will-govt-shareholders-
affordable-housing-seekers-residents-sue-mhi-corps-institutional-investors-fea/ [/caption] 

  

3. NAHB and NAR data and reporting each directly or obliquely point to the potential of 
manufactured homes (or factory-built housing more broadly). But potential is not always 
equal to actualization of the possibilities. Minneapolis Fed researchers, sometimes in 
conjunction with others in the Federal Reserve System, have since at least 2018 been 
pointing to the challenges of what they dubbed "sabotage monopoly" tactics. Those 
"sabotage" tactics date back to the 1940s, they have asserted, providing data and naming 
officials, organizations, and HUD among the culprits. 

  

[caption id="attachment_169622" align="aligncenter" width="640"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/sabotaging-monopolies-minneapolis-fed-
researchers-charge-hud-collusion-w-builders-to-sabotage-manufactured-housing-
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/when-thurman-arnold-was-at-doj-he-
colleagues-attempted-to-protect-factory-built-housing-industry-monopolies-sabotage-
destroy-markets-prof-jim-schmitz-to-doj/[/caption] 

  

4. There is no known public refutation of the evidence presented by James A. "Jim" Schmitz 
Jr. and his research colleagues. 
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/historic-demo-cant-solve-affordable-
housing-crisis-without-factory-built-housing-including-manufactured-homes-so-why-is-
manufactured-housing-floundering-per-fedfederal-officialssabotage/[/caption][caption 
id="attachment_212150" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/minneapolis-fed-economic-writer-jeff-
horwich-learning-from-first-and-only-manufactured-housing-boom-spotlights-elena-
falcettonimark-wrightjames-schmitz-jr-research-wheres/ [/caption][caption 
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/mass-production-of-homes-in-u-s-
factories-first-and-only-experiment-was-tremendous-success-by-elena-falcettoni-james-
a-schmitz-jr-mark-l-j-wright-plus-sunday-weekly-mhville-head/ [/caption] 

  

5. While MHI's CEO Lesli Gooch posted a letter via the left-leaning Washington Post and 
MHI's own website rebuking their "tone," she did not directly dispute their findings. 
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/want-affordable-housing-take-the-chassis-
off-manufactured-houses-and-dont-call-them-mobile-homes-prof-lee-ohanian-and-
james-a-schmitz-wapo-op-ed-echoes-andrew-justus-a/[/caption][caption 
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MHProNews Note: depending on your browser or device, many images in this report can be 
clicked to expand. For example, in some browsers/devices you click the image and select 
'open in a new window.' After clicking that selection, you click the image in the open window 
to expand the image to a larger size. To return to this page, use your back key, escape or 
follow the prompts. [/caption][caption id="attachment_212143" align="aligncenter" 
width="650"]



 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/minneapolis-fed-economic-writer-jeff-
horwich-learning-from-first-and-only-manufactured-housing-boom-spotlights-elena-
falcettonimark-wrightjames-schmitz-jr-research-wheres/ [/caption] 

  

6. That graphic above, or one like it, is not known to exist anywhere on the MHI website. Yet 
MHI calls itself "an institute." That is defined here which includes this pull quote. 

"An "institute" implies "a specialized, formal body dedicated to the advancement, 
research, education, and advocacy of a specific industry." 

Beyond MHARR's data and periodic cautions and pushback against MHI, MHProNews and 
our MHLivingNews sister site essentially stand alone in manufactured housing industry 
trade media in spotlighting the underlying causes and potential cures for the U.S. 
affordable housing crisis and manufactured housing's potential role in it. While our 
reporting and industry expert analysis have always cited sources, faithfully provided known 
facts or statements and their respective sources, in the dawn of the AI era, MHProNews 

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/minneapolis-fed-economic-writer-jeff-horwich-learning-from-first-and-only-manufactured-housing-boom-spotlights-elena-falcettonimark-wrightjames-schmitz-jr-research-wheres/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/minneapolis-fed-economic-writer-jeff-horwich-learning-from-first-and-only-manufactured-housing-boom-spotlights-elena-falcettonimark-wrightjames-schmitz-jr-research-wheres/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/minneapolis-fed-economic-writer-jeff-horwich-learning-from-first-and-only-manufactured-housing-boom-spotlights-elena-falcettonimark-wrightjames-schmitz-jr-research-wheres/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/WhatDoestheTermInstituteMeanWithRespecttoAnOrganizationLikeTheManufacturedHousingInstitute-.png
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/PraiseKudosForMHProNewsMHLivingNewsLATonyKovachSoheylaKovachQuoteCollageIndustryExpertiseMostPublishedMostRigorousReportingGrokGeminiCopilot2-scaled.png


took those a step further. By using multiple independent AIs as a fact-checking and 
analytical logic (or illogic) testing tool, MHProNews and our MHLivingNews sister site have 
used AI to do a function that there is considerable agreement on its value. Namely, as a 
trend and behavioral analytical tool. That includes the use of AI as investigating fraud 
detection. 

  

[caption id="attachment_225290" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/is-ai-considered-useful-in-spotting-or-
identifying-patterns-ai-proven-useful-in-fraud-detection-medical-facial-recog-predictive-
analytics-ai-in-mhville-sunday-weekly-headlines/[/caption] 

  

7. By assembling known MHI testimony to Congress, for example, statements often 
certified under "Truth in Testimony" standards, MHProNews has provided a bright line basis 
for checking MHI's behavior vs. their claims. 
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/collection-of-manufactured-housing-
institute-mhi-testimony-and-pitches-to-congress-public-officials-and-others-mhi-
stances-in-their-own-words-mhville-fea/[/caption] 

  

The above is MHI in its own words. When MHProNews published evidence from a tipster in 
the MHI orbit that exposed the trade group's senior leadership deliberately misleading their 
own members in their own emailed statements to them, that marked part of the change in 
the relationship between MHI and MHProNews. 

  

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/collection-of-manufactured-housing-institute-mhi-testimony-and-pitches-to-congress-public-officials-and-others-mhi-stances-in-their-own-words-mhville-fea/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/collection-of-manufactured-housing-institute-mhi-testimony-and-pitches-to-congress-public-officials-and-others-mhi-stances-in-their-own-words-mhville-fea/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/collection-of-manufactured-housing-institute-mhi-testimony-and-pitches-to-congress-public-officials-and-others-mhi-stances-in-their-own-words-mhville-fea/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/collection-of-manufactured-housing-institute-mhi-testimony-and-pitches-to-congress-public-officials-and-others-mhi-stances-in-their-own-words-mhville-fea/


[caption id="attachment_139435" align="aligncenter" width="510"]

 Note: the date 
shown on the post linked here was skewed when the MHProNews website was rebuilt. That 
this article was posted well before the date show is clearly indicated within that linked 
article, as the Update dated 6.20.2016 in that article reflects. 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/why-richard-dick-jennison-and-lesli-
gooch-at-mhi-should-resign-or-go and 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/manufactured-housing-institute-members-
react-allegations-of-misleading-mhi-housing-alert/[/caption] 

  

8. As MHARR's latest Issues and Perspectives (IP) cited and linked in the preface above 
indicated, MHI has consistently backed legislation that lacks the MHARR proposed 
amendments. That stands in stark contrast to much of MHI's own prior statements - 
contradicting key elements of at least some 14 years in testimony to Congress. Here is 
what MHI published on that topic. 

June 17, 2026 

Congress Reaches Agreement on Landmark Housing Package, Advancing 
Manufactured Housing Priorities 

The Manufactured Housing Institute commends Congress for reaching agreement on 
bipartisan housing legislation to address the nation’s housing supply challenges and 
appreciates the leadership of President Trump, Senate Banking Committee Chairman Scott 
and Ranking Member Warren, House Financial Services Committee Chairman Hill and 
Ranking Member Waters in elevating housing supply as a national priority. We are 
especially encouraged by the strong bipartisan, bicameral recognition of the critical role 
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manufactured housing has in expanding homeownership opportunities for American 
families. 

 

  

8. The Senate Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs Committee's press release is linked 
here. An MS WORD search of that press release reveals ZERO use of the word 
"manufactured," "off site" or "factory built." ZERO. This is what MHI is celebrating and 
supporting? The Senate "Fact Sheet" on the bill is linked here. 

An MS Word search of that Senate Fact Sheet has "ZERO" results for 
"manufactured,"modular," "off site" and "factory-built" housing. ZERO. Compared to a prior 
Senate "fact sheet" addressed local zoning in Myth 5. 

Myth 5: The 21st Century ROAD to Housing Act preempts local zoning decisions. 
FACT: By design, the 21st Century ROAD to Housing Act does not preempt local or state 
zoning. 
This is one reason why the U.S. Conference of Mayors and the National League of Cities 
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support the 
bill. Chairman Scott believes zoning decisions are best made locally, not in Washington. 

But now, in the revised "fact sheet" of 6.17.2026 'elevated' the zoning "myth" has been 
raised to the #2 spot. 

2 MYTH. The 21st Century ROAD to Housing Act preempts local zoning decisions. 

FACT By design the 21st Century ROAD to Housing Act does not preempt local or state 
zoning. This is one reason the U.S. Conference of Mayors and the National League of Cities 
support the bill. Chairman Scott believes zoning decisions are best made locally, not in 
Washington. 

9. Not only MHARR, MHI itself has repeatedly testified and acknowledged the fact that 
zoning is a key barrier to more manufactured housing. MHI leaders cannot claim ignorance. 
MHI repeatedly and for years claim to represent "all segments" of manufactured housing. 
Restated, MHI is once again specifically endorsing legislation that undermines 
manufactured housing placement or developing by allowing them to persist. 

The 'carrots' vs. mandated sticks approach did not work during the first Trump 
administration when then HUD Secretary Ben Carson attempted to use that approach. The 
KPI of production data reveals it did not work. 
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/total-2025-u-s-manufactured-home-
production-data-mhpronews-and-kovach-vs-manufactured-housing-institute-mhi-and-
lesli-gooch-affordable-housing-and-mhville-facts-evidence-analysis-fea/ [/caption] 

  

10. The NAR data above reveals that far more costly conventional housing has been 
outselling more affordable manufactured housing, often by some 40 to 1. 
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/canary-in-the-coal-mine-thousands-apply-
for-affordable-rentals-comparing-june-housing-reports-mainstream-nar-mhi-and-mharr-
what-outsells-affordable-manufactured-housing-by-40-to-1-fea/ [/caption] 

  

11. NAR and NAHB data and research point to tremendous potential for manufactured 
housing. MHI's past presidents/CEOs periodically acknowledged that potential. While the 
discretionary purchase of Recreational Vehicles (towable and motorized RVs) went from 
trailing manufactured housing in the mid-to-late 1990s, in the 21st century, that more than 
flipped. RVs have outsold manufactured homes (MHs) sometimes by a rate of 4 to 1 or as 
high as 6 to 1. RVs cost more per square foot, and manufactured homes are being outsold? 
What is it there among such facts that MHI has to celebrate or cheer about? 
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/2-former-manufactured-housing-institute-
presidents-ceos-claims-undermine-arlington-va-based-manufactured-home-assoc-
narrative-what-chris-stinebert-richard-dick-jennison-said-rv-vs/ [/caption] 

  

12. As MHProNews has spotlighted through the series of fact-packed op-eds on 
HousingWire, including the most recent one linked below, the zoning issue has been 
spotlighted. 
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https://www.housingwire.com/articles/road-act-demand-subsidies-opinion/[/caption] 
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13. Per Polk County Commissioner Bill Braswell: 

“Americans…demanded a solution to the affordable housing crisis…What is government 
going to do about it? My view is simple. Government is not capable of solving this problem 
and history proves it.  

…Unfortunately, manufactured housing, commonly referred to as mobile homes, has been 
stigmatized for decades. Local governments across the country have…regulated them out 
of existence, based on outdated perceptions… 

Today’s manufactured homes are built to dramatically higher standards…They are safer, 
more energy-efficient, more storm-resistant, and far more attractive than older models. 
They…remain one of the only truly affordable paths to homeownership.” 

14. MHI's celebrating while at least some local officials like Commissioner Bill Braswell are 
willing to spell out the sobering truth. Meanwhile, MHI is celebrating a bill that HUD's own 
researchers have said have kept fostered the affordable housing crisis for some 50 years. 

What explains MHI's apparently contradictory behavior vs. the lip service paid to removing 
zoning, financing, or DOE energy rule barriers to more sales and thus production? In 
several ways, it can be summed up in a single word. "Consolidation." Key corporate insiders 
have openly said that they want to consolidate the industry. MHProNews has been 
reporting on that pattern for years, citing attorneys and others. 
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