
Pre-publication draft for submission to third-party artificial intelligence (AI) for facts-evidence-analysis 

(FEA) check for a developing report on MHProNews 

‘Million Dollar Leadership!?’ MHI President Mark Bowersox, CEO Lesli McCollum Gooch and 

MHI Form 990 ‘Secrets and Revelations’ Hiding in Plain Sight Updates Unpacked. FEA 

According to Guidestar.org: Manufactured Housing Institute is located at 1655 Fort Myer Dr Suite 200, 

Arlington, VA, United States. EIN: 36-2085558. Tax status: 501(c)(6) Business Leagues, etc. The 

summary on Guidestar.org for MHI stated: “Total revenue: $7,848,973.” “Total assets: $11,103,799.” For 

those who are used to larger numbers, like a billion or a trillion dollars, it is worth noting that a million 

dollars can still be a lot of money. Just ask anyone who is working for minimum wage. According to 

Realtor.org (The National Association of Realtors or NAR): "The analysis revealed that nationally, roughly 

800,000 taxpayers had an annual income of $1 million or more, up from 470,000 in 2013." Per NAR: 

"That figure does not include home equity, stocks, bonds, 401(k) retirement savings plans, or other types 

of investments, which are part of a person's net worth as opposed to earned income." With that backdrop 

established, quoting from their most recently obtained Internal Revenue Service (IRS) Form 990 

statements: “The Manufactured Housing Institute (MHI) is the only national trade organization 

representing all segments of the factory built housing industry. MHI members include homebuilders, 

retailers, community operators, lenders, suppliers and affiliated state organizations. Members are 

responsible for approximately 90 percent of the homes produced each year.”  For whatever reason, much 

of the MHI Form 990 statements were once more submitted to the IRS in all caps. The previously quoted 

statement from that MHI form 990 is from Page 2, Part III, #1 with the sole difference that the ‘all caps’ 

have been turned herein by MHProNews into the more common convention of only capitalizing the first 

word of a sentence and proper names. Otherwise, the words above and what follows are going to be 

‘word for word’ from MHI submitted paperwork signed by Mark Bowersox, the president of MHI, under 

"penalties of perjury." According to the Cornell University Legal Information Institute (LII): "26 U.S. Code 

§ 7206 - Fraud and false statements," can be charged with a felony: "...shall be guilty of a felony and, 

upon conviction thereof, shall be fined not more than $100,000 ($500,000 in the case of a corporation), 

or imprisoned not more than 3 years, or both, together with the costs of prosecution." Per their 990, 

MHI's President Bowersox and chief executive officer (CEO) Lesli McCollum Gooch each get compensation 

worth over $500,000 annually. So, between the Bowersox and Gooch, that duo can be described as 

'million-dollar leadership' (see details further below). MHProNews observes that the quote above is from 

page 2, Part III, #1: "Briefly describe the organization's mission..." Pardon me, but that description 

appears to be more of an organizational description that a mission statement. Quoting MHI's own 

"Mission Statement" from their website: "MHI is the national trade organization representing 

all segments of the factory-built housing industry. MHI serves its membership by providing 

industry research, promotion, education and government relations programs, and by 

building and facilitating consensus within the industry." So, there is an apparent discrepancy 

between the MHI website and their 990.  Quoting MHI's 990: “The president and CEO review the 990 

before filing. The final 990 is shared with the treasurer. The Form 990 is prepared by an independent 

accounting firm.” The preparer's firm (page 1) is: "CLIFTON LARSON ALLEN LLP," which has helped MHI 

prepare their return for years. 

1. From MHI's 990 page 2 #4: “Describe the organization’s program service accomplishments for each of 

the three largest program services, as measured by expenses” are the following. 

4a. Pursued equitable industry recognition in the activities of the legislative and executive branches of the 

federal government by analysis of federal legislation containing provisions affecting the manufactured 
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housing industry, initiated federal legislation or administrative action to advance industry interest, and 

interacted with appropriate government officials and related organizations to enhanced industry 

recognition and proper consideration of industry needs. 

4b. Sought to obtain reasonable federal construction and safety codes and standards for the 

manufactured housing industry, offered programs to enhance the recognition and image of the 

manufactured housing industry, offered programs and distributed community development information to 

promote the successful operation of manufactured home communities. 

4c. Enabled MHI to be a recognized source of information regarding the manufactured housing industry 

through accumulation and distribution of industry information and statistics to government officials, the 

media, and general public. Also offered programs designed to increase industry sales nationwide by 

encouraging policies to develop manufactured housing communities and private lot placements. 

2. Several of those statements and claims are arguably either paltering, 'deception and misdirection,' or 

are in some literal sense 'false or misleading.' For  a seemingly less serious example (more consequential 

examples follow in #3). While MHI may indeed be a "recognized source of information" they are 

asserting that they have done so: "through accumulation and distribution of industry information and 

statistics to government officials, the media, and general public." As MHProNews has repeatedly pointed 

out, while the National Association of Home Builders (NAHB), the National Association of Realtors (NAR), 

the Recreational Vehicle Industry Association (RVIA), and the Manufactured Housing Association for 

Regulatory Reform (MHARR) each distribute information to the general public (and thus is available to 

government officials and the media), MHI makes several of their self-proclaimed efforts visible to 

"members only" which are hidden behind a members only login. That includes such normally common to 

other associations, including MHARR, of monthly production/shipment data. While MHI offers that on 

occasion, it is often only found through a website search. Meaning items may not be visible through their 

home page news or news landing pages. More specifically, someone has to know what they are 

searching for in order to find it. An example is monthly or annual industry data, shown below. 

  

[caption id="attachment_227731" align="aligncenter" width="654"]

 
Someone has to make a precise search in order to find this article because it is NOT shown (at least at 

the time of these screen captures) from the MHI news or news landing pages. Why hide their own 

publicly available content? Why not do what MHARR, NAR, NAHB, and the RVIA (among others) 

do?[/caption] 
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a. The example above was discovered through a specific MHI site search as shown. The screen shot of 

the data from MHI above may be accurate, but it is also difficult for many to read because it is so small. 

This 'provided' information is being deliberately obscured from the public and others who are not MHI 

members. MHI members reportedly get that same information in a larger and more readable form. 

  



 

  

b. The item below was uploaded to MHProNews on October 7, 2025. 
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/nar-aug-sales-data-manufactured-housing-institute-

hidden-econ-report-xai-grok-historic-email-challenges-and-requests-to-manufactured-housing-institute-

corp-staff-leaders-mhville-f/ MHProNews Note: depending on your browser or device, many images in 

this report and others on MHProNews can be clicked to expand. Click the image and follow the prompts. 

For example, in some browsers/devices you click the image and select 'open in a new window.' After 

clicking that selection you click the image in the open window to expand the image to a larger size. To 

return to this page, use your back key, escape or follow the prompts. [/caption] 
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MHProNews Note: depending on your browser or device, many images in this report and others on 



MHProNews can be clicked to expand. Click the image and follow the prompts. For example, in some 

browsers/devices you click the image and select 'open in a new window.' After clicking that selection you 

click the image in the open window to expand the image to a larger size. To return to this page, use your 

back key, escape or follow the prompts. [/caption] 

  

3. An apparently more serious example of the disconnect between MHI's 990 and their documented 

behavior is the following. MHI claims under penalties of perjury that they make efforts: 

"...designed to increase industry sales nationwide by encouraging policies to develop 

manufactured housing communities and private lot placements." 

That MHI 990 claim is contradicted by multiple MHI members. Publicly traded MHI members have said it 

is "compelling" "strategic advantage" to their business model for NIMBY (not in my back yard) "restrictive 

zoning and regulations" policies to exist. Prominent (and arguably notorious) MHI member Frank Rolfe 

has said the industry "should never" develop a new "mobile home park." Other MHI corporate examples 

of such member-thinking are documented here and here. Meaning, a reasonable person exposed to 

those examples of objective realities could correctly observe that MHI states one thing, but several of 

their own prominent members are contradicting their claims. That begs questions that ought to include: 

has MHI's President Bowersox committed perjury multiple times? Did Richard "Dick" Jennison, a prior 

MHI president and CEO, also commit perjury? If there are years of examples of MHI leaders deliberately 

committing perjury, are they doing so without the MHI Board of Directors knowledge or consent? Or are 

Gooch and Bowersox doing what the MHI board leaders are asking or instructing senior MHI staff? To 

what extent does the preparer's firm "CLIFTON LARSON ALLEN LLP" participate in this scheme to commit 

perjury with the IRS? 

But there is potentially even more serious deception and perjury at work. 

Because MHI claims to be working with lawmakers and public officials "to increase industry sales 

nationwide" when the pending 21st Century ROAD to Housing bill is a "litany of deficiencies" that MHI 

repeatedly endorsed that based on history will demonstrably accomplish the goal of overcoming the very 

zoning and placement barriers MHI leaders have claimed in Congressional testimony they work to expose 

and overcome. 

4. Lesli Gooch is a Ph.D., as MHI likes to remind industry readers by calling her "Dr. Gooch." Ms. Gooch's 

doctoral dissertation is linked here. She thus can't be thought of as lacking professional understanding. 

Gooch can't claim to be underinformed or misinformed, because the MHI 990 reveals a handsome salary, 

bonuses and benefits and the MHI website and emails praise her. MHI's board is clearly responsible, 

because such matters are in their fiduciary duty. Their board members are not supposed to be engaged 

in what is called "self-dealing." 

Similarly, Mark Bowersox is an experienced RV and manufactured housing association leader. From years 

of RV industry experience, Bowersox knows multiple ways of promoting that industry which could easily 

be translated into similar effort to promote the manufactured housing industry. He can't be thought of as 

underinformed, misinformed, or ignorant. Meaning, Bowersox can and should be held responsible along 

with Gooch for what MHI staff are doing (or not doing that common sense, education, experience and 

fiduciary duty all demand. As the headline and opening paragraph observed, between Gooch and 
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Bowersox, over a million-dollar a year is being spent by MHI on those two alone in salary, bonuses, 

retirement, and other benefits. That doesn't count travel and other investments in those two. 
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insider-interview-delivers-vital-insights-plus-unpacking-manufactured-housing-institute-2-0-

announcements/[/caption] 

  

As the MHProNews graphic above documents, in 2022, manufactured housing experienced a modest rise 

to 112,882 new units produced that year. But that is less than 1/3rd of the last industry peak of 373,143 

new HUD Code manufactured homes produced in 1998. It is much less than half of the 250,336 new 

units produced in 2000. So, what are rank and file MHI (and the industry more broadly) getting for those 

million dollars a year senior MHI staffers? When viewed or stated in terms of key performance indicators 

(KPI), what MHARR has called "the illusion of motion" that MHI has crafted over the years begins to 

rapidly fall apart. 

Restated, this critique isn't hypothetical or mere opinion. These concerns are clearly supported by years 

of cold, hard facts. Cui bono? Who benefits? According to multiple published documents from and by 

MHI's own corporate leaders, it is the consolidators of the industry.  MHI seems to exist in part to create 

the illusion of a group that is supposed to protect, educate and promote (PEP) the entire industry in the 

manner of an "umbrella" style trade organization. 

5. It should also be observed that MHI's senior leadership compensation has shot up in recent years. 
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“In the business world, the rear-view mirror is always clearer than the windshield." - Warren 

Buffett. That begs a key question. Why don't more people LOOK at the rearview mirror more so they can 

learn more about the patterns that influence what's ahead? Note: depending on your browser or device, 

many images in this report can be clicked to expand. or example, in some browsers/devices you click the 

image and select 'open in a new window.' After clicking that selection, you click the image in the open 

window to expand the image to a larger size. To return to this page, use your back key, escape or follow 

the prompts. https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/in-the-business-world-the-rear-view-

mirror-is-always-clearer-than-the-windshield-warren-buffett-mhville-leader-showcases-
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MHI claims to be promoting the industry, but multiple artificial intelligence (AI) units, when given the 

same or similar information, have concluded that MHI is posturing for the sake of optics while industry 

consolidation continues. On something as basic as publicly promoting (as they claimed in #4 above) 

manufactured housing during national home ownership month (June), MHI instead promoted Lesli 

Gooch instead of the industry and a potential vehicle for generational wealth creation. 
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response-sunday-weekly-mhville-recap-fea/ Yet another apparent example of self-promotion, of 

posturing, of glorifying some 'insider' instead of promoting the industry as a whole. If MHI's Gooch was 

so important in the June as National Homeownership Month movement, then why does MHI fail to 

promote HUD Code manufactured housing properly in a way that is measurable by key performance 

indicators like more production, more developing, more competitive lending, and the removable of 
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By MHI laughably asserting that Lesli Gooch was somehow instrumental in establishing national home 

ownership month, MHI ironically helped document the opposite of what they claimed on the MHI 990. 

Similarly, approaching a year ago, MHProNews predicted - based on years of history - the "acid test" of 

MHI promoting the Innovative Housing Showcase (IHS) on the National Mall. Multiple AIs attempted to 

find evidence of any public facing promotion of the event that might attract potentially tens or hundreds 

of thousands of people to see on display brand new and nicely staged manufactured homes. 
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The turnout for the IHS event that included manufactured homes was tepid, per reporting. Some MHI 

videos of these events are often not posted on YouTube or otherwise properly promoted. Part of the 

result? The very NIMBYism at the local level that multiple MHI members say is a strategic advantage to 

their business model. 

But there is more evidence. 

6. Multiple individuals in the MHI orbit wanted MHI to promote the industry in a GoRVing 

educational/marketing campaign style. Bowersox, while he was with the Indiana Manufactured Housing 

Association-Recreation Vehicle Indiana Council (imharvic.org) personally attended and helped promote 

RVs. Where was the equivalent in manufactured housing? 
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Those two articles immediately above include documentation from MHI orbit individuals that 

demonstrates that MHI senior staff and corporate/board leaders were directly engaged in a 'grassroots' 

effort to boost the industry through such a campaign. It should be stressed that on the RV side, a modest 

GoRVing campaign fee is added to each unit. Meaning, such a campaign is ultimately paid for by the 
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consumers who buy the unit (be it an RV, or in the case of a potentially similar MHI campaign for 

manufactured housing, consumers would also pay it). Stated differently, such an effort is essentially FREE 

(no net cost) to the industry. So, why is it that MHI - which first promoted this idea themselves over 20 

years ago via the Roper Report - failed time and again to do any serious public promotion of the 

industry? Why is it that MHI misses obvious opportunities like IHS or National Homeownership Month? 
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Remarks by Sam and Eugene Landy or Curt Hodges (all, MHI members) make it clear that MHI does have 

voices that promote a different viewpoint than one of keeping the industry small in order to create 

barriers to entry, persistence, or exit that results in consolidation. 
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Additionally, the national class action antitrust suit is a reminder that there are apparent risks to 

corporate or association leaders who employ the 'no growth' strategy that directly contradicts their years 

of claims in IRS Form 990s that they are working for industry growth. 
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/cmas-scott-susin-im-not-surprised-that-successive-hud-

secretaries-refused-to-take-on-federal-preemption-for-hud-code-manufactured-housing-martinez-carson-

fudge-turner-mhville-fea/ [/caption][caption id="attachment_233362" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/pending-house-senate-housing-bills-are-terrible-legislation-

for-manufactured-housing-industry-independent-producers-retailers-communities-affordable-housing-

consumers-is-mhi-respons/[/caption] 

7. MHI claims to promote: "manufactured housing industry through accumulation and distribution of 

industry information and statistics" to the public, government officials and the media. But if that is true, 

where is it? Does seriously MHI expect public officials, media members or the general public to become 

an MHI member in order to see what they have behind their login? If not, then where is their collection 

of research by third-parties or others that are easily found on their website? 
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[caption id="attachment_233245" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/groundbreaking-comparable-product-at-lower-price-hud-

published-guidance-in-conjunction-with-nahb-on-using-manufactured-housing-for-developing-entry-level-

housing-fea/[/caption] 

  

Where is MHI in defending the industry from the arguably misleading 'wind study' that recently made 

mainstream news headlines? 
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wall-of-wind-fiu-tests-fatal-flaws-fiu-manufactured-home-

test-deliberately-altered-anchoring-to-achieve-catastrophic-failure-video-clip-for-media-field-history-tells-

very-different-story-fea/[/caption] 

  

There is much more that can be discerned from the MHI 990. The complete MHI 990 that the above pull 

quotes are pulled from is posted below. 

  

 

 

  

To stress that MHI has been pushing this narrative of 'promoting industry growth' for years, here is a 

screen shot from a prior 990 signed by prior MHI President and CEO Dick Jennison. 
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[caption id="attachment_174538" align="aligncenter" width="650"]

 
“Improve the overall operating environment for the manufactured housing industry and expand the 

demand for manufactured homes by seeking fair and equitable treatment in the marketplace and the 

regulatory and legislative arenas.” This may be one of the more important documents to federal 

investigators or others who are probing manufactured housing's historic underperformance in the 21st 

century. For context and details see: https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/over-1-million-

manufactured-housing-institute-doc-drop-top-mhi-staff-pay-revealed-additionally-unpacking-evidence-of-

perjury-fraud-other-possible-federal-crimes-plus-mhville-stocks-update/ Note too that should this be 

determined to be part of purported collusion or conspiracy to manipulate the market, and per federal law, 

the statutes of limitations do not begin to run in such matters until the final act is performed. [/caption] 

Per that prior MHI 990 above, MHI's mission was described as shown above and below. 

“Improve the overall operating environment for the manufactured housing industry and 

expand the demand for manufactured homes by seeking fair and equitable treatment in the 

marketplace and the regulatory and legislative arenas.” 

  

If that was indeed their sincere effort, then MHI is led by overpaid and unperforming professionals. But 

the more logical explanation is what multiple AIs have asserted in their respective research. Namely, that 

MHI is paying lip service to growth focused activities when instead they actually working for industry 

consolidation. Which brings the objective observer, investigator, or researcher to the question. Have MHI 

leaders - examples Jennison and Bowersox who sign those 990s - engaged in perjury? While there has 

been no court ruling or plea deal made by MHI senior staff or corporate leaders regarding such matters, 

is it fair to say that the weight of evidence clearly tends to point in that direction? Given that several 21st 

century scandals involving billions of dollars in ripoffs largely escaped regulatory and media scrutiny for 

years, shouldn't there be a formal investigation of MHI regarding these matters? 
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/illusions-in-a-democratic-republic-as-250th-anniversary-of-

u-s-approaches-markopolos-madoff-lessons-applied-to-healthcare-affordable-housing-crisis-

manufactured-home-mashup-mhville-fea/ [/caption] 

  

8. 

9. 

10. 
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