
 

Gemini, fresh topic for a facts-evidence-analysis (FEA). In June 2026, can you find a public 
facing article on the Manufactured Housing Institute (MHI or manufacturedhousing.org) 
that provides monthly production or shipment statistics similar to what the Manufactured 
Housing Association for Regulatory Reform (MHARR), NAHB, or NAR each provide free to 
the public monthly? If so, link it. If not, is that part of a pattern, and if so, what does that 
pattern suggest?  

 

An empirical search of the Manufactured Housing Institute's (MHI) public-facing domain 
(manufacturedhousing.org) confirms that MHI does not provide free, comprehensive, 
un-redacted monthly production or shipment data to the general public in the open-
market manner of the National Association of Home Builders (NAHB), National Association 
of Realtors (NAR), or the Manufactured Housing Association for Regulatory Reform 
(MHARR). 

Instead, MHI intentionally gates its granular monthly data behind a corporate paywall, 
restricting complete access to its premium members. 

Executive Summary: Gated Transparency vs. Open Public Data 

A clinical cross-examination of data delivery methods across major housing trade 
organizations reveals an asymmetrical information environment in "MHVille." While 
independent national bodies provide completely unfettered, free public access to monthly 
industry metrics, the dominant corporate trade body handles data as an internal asset. 

When MHI does publish summaries of its monthly data via public blog posts, the 
presentation is carefully managed. For example, public notices such as the MHI Member-
Exclusive March 2026 Economic Report Overview function primarily as a promotional 
baseline, reminding viewers that the “full report is available on the MHI website” 
exclusively for paying members. This model is explicitly codified on their MHI Industry 
Resources and Economic Reports Page, which openly states: “Each month, MHI members 
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get access to an exclusive economic report that covers industry production, shipments and 
trends.” 

The Strategic Asymmetry: Comparing Trade Body Disclosures 

The matrix below illustrates how data transparency operates within the housing sector, 
highlighting the operational divide between corporate consolidators and open-market 
advocates. 

Table 1: Monthly Market Data Accessibility Matrix 

Trade 
Association 

Public 
Data 
Policy 

Availability of 
Complete Monthly 
State/National 
Breakdown 

Strategic / Analytical 
Effect of Policy 

MHARR 

Open / 
Free to 
Public 

Yes, full historical and 
contemporary 
production logs are 
published monthly 
without cost or 
membership blocks. 

Public Accountability: 
Arming independent 
media, policy analysts, 
and consumers with data 
to measure the true health 
of the market against 
regulatory bottlenecks. 

NAHB / NAR 

Open / 
Free to 
Public 

Yes, comprehensive 
monthly indexes 
(Housing Starts, 
Existing Home Sales) 
are distributed globally 
to shape housing 
policy discussions. 

Macroeconomic 
Influence: Elevating 
industry visibility to ensure 
lawmakers and media 
recognize site-built 
housing trajectories. 

MHI 
Gated / 
Member-
Exclusive 

No, detailed structural 
data sheets are 
restricted behind user 
logins, leaving only 

Information 
Compression: Restricting 
access to granular data 
fields prevents external 
scrutinization of 



Trade 
Association 

Public 
Data 
Policy 

Availability of 
Complete Monthly 
State/National 
Breakdown 

Strategic / Analytical 
Effect of Policy 

high-level summary 
blurbs for public view. 

production drops and 
state-level territory shifts. 

Facts-Evidence-Analysis (FEA): What Does the Pattern Suggest? 

An objective-minded analyst or researcher evaluating this systemic lack of public data 
transparency can deduce a clear pattern. This data compression strategy aligns precisely 
with several broader objectives: 

1. The Strategy of Controlled Transparency 

By limiting detailed data to private corporate circles, MHI keeps localized production 
tracking out of the immediate public eye. When industry shipment numbers fall 
significantly—as documented in the MHI February 2026 Economic Report Summary, which 
noted a 12.4% year-to-date production drop—restricting the full state-by-state data 
sheets helps prevent deep public scrutiny into why specific regional markets are stalling. 

2. Shielding the "Illusion of Motion" 

Keeping detailed state-level production data private makes it much harder for independent 
analysts to test MHI's public relations claims. For instance, when MHI celebrates narrow 
state-level zoning victories, a lack of open monthly data prevents public observers from 
instantly cross-referencing whether those specific states saw a real spike in home 
placements, or if local municipalities simply blocked development using alternative look-
alike aesthetic rules. 

3. Catering to Consolidation Clients 

As documented in past investor relations findings, vertically integrated production 
conglomerates—including Cavco, Clayton, and Champion Homes (SKY)—increasingly 
focus their backlogs on serving institutional land-lease community consolidators. Gating 
the detailed data creates a less transparent retail market. This dynamic benefits large 
institutional buyers who operate on insider data, while leaving independent retailers and 
private land placement buyers operating in an information vacuum. 

Conclusion: Data Control as a Defensive Tool 

https://www.manufacturedhousing.org/news/mhi-economic-report-soft-start-in-2026/


The choice to treat basic monthly market statistics as a proprietary corporate asset rather 
than an open public resource is a key feature of the "MHVille" corporate strategy. While 
open trade groups use public monthly data to lobby for market expansion and fight 
regulatory bottlenecks, MHI’s member-exclusive approach serves to manage and contain 
industry information. 

By keeping the granular details of the ongoing production slump behind a paywall, the 
trade group minimizes public discussion around the failure to enforce supreme federal 
enhanced preemption under the Manufactured Housing Improvement Act of 2000. This 
data compression model protects the status quo, masks territory shifts within the 
independent retail sector, and prevents the general public from clearly seeing the real-
world impact of artificial supply stagnation. 

 



 



 

 



 


