
 

Define the term "institute" in general as used by the Manufactured Housing Institute (MHI). 
But in doing so, address this: has MHI come under fire for not performing the kind of public-
facing education, promotion and research that their name implies? For example, has 
manufactured housing production fallen sharply since 1998 or 2000? Is manufactured 
housing production lower today than it was in 2022? As a comparison, have manufactured 
RVs (towable and motorized) - a luxury item for most buyers - surpassed manufactured 
housing (which for most buyers is a afforable housing necessity) in the 21st century? 

 

The Manufactured Housing Institute (MHI) is the national trade organization representing all 
segments of the factory-built housing industry. It defines its "institute" role as promoting 
factory-built homes, delivering educational programs, conducting industry research, and 
engaging in government relations to facilitate consensus. [1, 2, 3] 

Industry Criticisms and Production Trends 

MHI frequently comes under fire from critics, consumer advocates, and rival industry 
groups (like MHARR) for failing to execute the level of public-facing education, promotion, 
and research that their "institute" title implies. Critics point to persistent public stigma and 
exclusionary zoning as failures of MHI to successfully promote and educate the public. [1, 
2, 3] 

• Production Drop Since 1998/2000: Yes, manufactured housing production has 
fallen sharply. In 1998, shipments peaked at over 370,000 homes. By the early 
2000s, production dropped dramatically, and shipments have generally plateaued 
at a fraction of that volume, hovering between 90,000 and 110,000 units annually. 
[1, 2, 3, 4] 

• Lower Today Than 2022: Yes. After briefly peaking around 113,000 homes in 2022, 
shipments slowed down to around 89,000 in 2023, and while they rebounded 
somewhat to 103,300 in 2024, production remains lower than the 2022 peak with 
year-over-year shipment declines recorded. [1, 3] 

Manufactured RVs vs. Manufactured Housing 

https://www.legistorm.com/organization/summary/61536/Manufactured_Housing_Institute.html
https://www.housingwire.com/company/manufactured-housing-institute/
https://grokipedia.com/page/manufactured_housing_institute
https://nlihc.org/resource/study-regulations-lack-education-limit-manufactured-housings-role-providing-metropolitan
https://patch.com/florida/lakeland/behind-curtains-u-s-affordable-housing-crisis-one-man-s-journey-discovery-wonders
https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/mharr-interview-with-mhpronews-exposes-continuing-manufactured-housing-industry-failures-in-post-production-sector-what-mark-weiss-said-about-mhi-and-pending-federal-legislation/
https://eyeonhousing.org/2025/12/top-posts-manufactured-homes-an-alternative-means-of-housing-supply/
https://constructioncoverage.com/research/states-investing-most-in-manufactured-housing
https://www.gao.gov/assets/gao-14-410.pdf
https://www.urban.org/urban-wire/four-ways-financing-differs-manufactured-homes
https://www.manufacturedhousing.org/news/mhi-member-exclusive-march-2026-economic-report-production-and-shipment-trends-show-slowdown/
https://constructioncoverage.com/research/states-investing-most-in-manufactured-housing


Yes, manufactured RVs (towable and motorized) have consistently and vastly surpassed 
manufactured housing production in the 21st century. While RVs are considered 
discretionary luxury items for most buyers, RV production routinely records 300,000 to over 
500,000 shipments per year, dramatically outpacing the production of essential 
manufactured homes, which rarely exceed 110,000 units annually. This disparity highlights 
the criticism MHI faces regarding its ability to promote factory-built homes at the same 
scale as the RV industry. [1, 2, 4, 5] 

Would you like to know more about the regulatory barriers impacting manufactured 
housing, or details on how MHI's shipment trends compare against site-built housing 
starts? 

https://www.housingwire.com/articles/comparing-rv-and-manufactured-housing-data-sheds-critical-light-on-u-s-affordable-housing-crisis/
https://patch.com/florida/lakeland/behind-curtains-u-s-affordable-housing-crisis-one-man-s-journey-discovery-wonders
https://eyeonhousing.org/2025/12/top-posts-manufactured-homes-an-alternative-means-of-housing-supply/
https://www.housingwire.com/articles/comparing-rv-and-manufactured-housing-data-sheds-critical-light-on-u-s-affordable-housing-crisis/


 


