
 

is it fair to say that the commerce and supremacy clauses of the constitution are among the legal 
supports implied for legislation like the manufactured housing improvement act of 2000 and its enhanced 
preemption provision? 

 

Commerce and Supremacy Clauses and the Manufactured Housing Improvement Act of 2000 

Yes — it is fair to say that the Commerce Clause and the Supremacy Clause are among the 
constitutional provisions that can support federal legislation like the Manufactured Housing 
Improvement Act of 2000 and its enhanced preemption provisions. 

Commerce Clause support 
The Commerce Clause (Article I, Section 8, Clause 3) grants Congress the power to regulate commerce 
“with foreign Nations, and among the several States, and with the Indian Tribes” LII / Legal Information 
Institute. Over time, the Supreme Court has interpreted this broadly, allowing Congress to regulate 
activities that have a substantial economic effect on interstate commerce or are part of a larger interstate 
scheme LII / Legal Information Institute. The Manufactured Housing Improvement Act addresses the 
production, sale, and use of manufactured homes, which are mobile and can move across state lines. 
Because such homes are part of a national market and can affect interstate commerce, Congress can 
justify federal regulation under the Commerce Clause. 

Supremacy Clause support 
The Supremacy Clause (Article VI, Clause 2) establishes that federal law is the “supreme Law of the 
Land” and that state laws conflicting with valid federal statutes are void Justia Law+1. This clause 
applies whenever Congress acts within its enumerated powers — whether directly or through implied 
authority. In the context of the Manufactured Housing Improvement Act, the enhanced preemption 
provisions would require states to comply with federal standards for manufactured home construction 
and safety. If a state law contradicts these federal standards, the Supremacy Clause ensures that the 
federal law prevails. 

Practical application 

In the case of the Manufactured Housing Improvement Act, the Commerce Clause provides the basis for 
Congress to regulate the industry at the federal level, while the Supremacy Clause ensures that state 
laws cannot override those federal standards. This combination allows the federal government to set 
uniform national rules for a sector that moves across state lines, protecting consumers and ensuring 
consistent safety and quality standards. 
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Conclusion 

Both clauses are relevant: the Commerce Clause authorizes the federal regulation of the subject matter, 
and the Supremacy Clause enforces federal preemption when states attempt to create conflicting laws. 
Together, they form a constitutional foundation for the Act’s national regulatory framework and its 
preemption provisions Justia Law+1. 
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