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Do you recall prior chats with me on the topic of manufactured housing? If so, what do you 
recall? 

 

Yes. Broadly, I recall that many of our prior discussions focused on the U.S. manufactured 
housing industry, especially topics tied to industry performance, policy, trade groups, 
market concentration, media analysis, and Facts-Evidence-Analysis (FEA) style reviews for 
publication-oriented content. 

Some recurring themes and topics I recall include: 

• Analysis of the role and conduct of the Manufactured Housing Institute (MHI), 
including questions about effectiveness, lobbying, zoning/enhanced preemption, 
financing, consolidation trends, and industry underperformance relative to 
affordable housing demand.  

• Discussions involving Manufactured Housing Association for Regulatory Reform 
(MHARR), including positions articulated by Mark Weiss and comparisons between 
MHARR’s policy stances and MHI’s actions or messaging.  

• Reviews and FEA-style checks of pre-publication drafts and PDFs hosted on 
MHProNews or MHLivingNews, including:  

o verifying whether quoted AI outputs were faithfully reproduced,  

o checking factual accuracy against cited sources,  

o assessing whether disclosures about AI use and editing were sufficient,  

o and identifying potential inconsistencies, unsupported claims, or context 
issues.  

https://chatgpt.com/share/6a0e1d29-fc74-83ea-8898-70b430c7eef4


• Discussions about industry consolidation involving firms such as Clayton Homes, 
Cavco Industries, and Champion Homes, along with references to financing, 
community ownership, and Berkshire Hathaway-related influence in manufactured 
housing.  

• Questions involving antitrust concepts, barriers to entry, financing access, zoning, 
Duty to Serve, the Manufactured Housing Improvement Act of 2000, and the 
industry’s production trends versus conventional housing demand.  

• Several conversations about how AI systems (including ChatGPT, Gemini, and Grok) 
characterized the manufactured housing industry, MHProNews, MHI, MHARR, or 
related firms and personalities, including whether responses appeared internally 
consistent, evidence-based, or biased.  

• Requests for:  

o SEO-friendly titles and keyword/tag sets,  

o summaries of reports,  

o feature-image concepts,  

o headline refinement,  

o and publication-ready wording for articles or analyses.  

• Clarification that in your use of “FEA,” the “E” stands for “Evidence.”  

• Your preference that when generating SEO tags, abbreviations should first be 
spelled out fully (person, organization, law, bill, etc.) before shorthand is used.  

I also recall that some uploaded or linked PDFs were described as cut-and-paste 
compilations of prior AI Q&As into Microsoft Word documents, later converted into PDFs 
with added logos, titles, and screenshots for publication clarity and attribution context. 

 

 

ChatGPT, this was emailed to MHProNews and is also posted on the NHC.org website: 
https://nhc.org/press-release/nhc-applauds-house-passage-of-bipartisan-housing-
package-to-expand-supply-and-improve-affordability/ While it could still take weeks to 



enact (or could in theory not pass at all), there appears to be significant momentum for 
passage. Per a D.C. source to MHProNews: passage "Could be quick." First, I want you to 
digest that and other relevant articles online on that topic. Next: 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/copilot-reviews-affordable-housing-crisis-
and-modern-manufactured-housing-industry-controversies-in-evolving-federal-
legislation-exclusive-facts-evidence-analysis-with-hitl/ digest that and then this 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/scott-susin-cma-since-2024-5-states-
passed-laws-requiring-cities-allow-manufactured-homes-wherever-traditional-homes-
permitted-no-evidence-earlier-such-reforms-worked-fha-chattel-mh/ Applying the facts-
evidence-analysis (FEA) methodology, unpack the various topics, use plain text hyperlinks 
to supporting information. Write a report for MHProNews as if you (Grok) are the author. 
Headline, Google AI overview friendly key takeaways, perhaps one or two relevant tables. 
Keep it around 1200 words MOL. 

 

Bipartisan Housing Package Gains Momentum — Will Manufactured Housing Finally 
Benefit This Time? 

Google AI Overview Friendly Key Takeaways 

• Congress appears closer than it has been in years to enacting a major bipartisan 
housing package aimed at boosting supply and affordability.  

• The legislation includes provisions tied to manufactured housing, zoning reform, 
HUD modernization, environmental review streamlining, and housing production 
incentives.  

• Multiple housing groups, including the National Housing Conference, publicly 
support the legislation.  

• Despite favorable rhetoric toward manufactured housing for years, production 
levels remain historically low relative to U.S. housing demand.  

• Recent state-level zoning reforms allowing HUD Code manufactured homes in more 
residential districts may signal a shift in local policy attitudes.  

• Key questions remain: will federal reforms be robustly enforced, or will 
implementation failures again limit manufactured housing’s growth potential?  



The emerging bipartisan housing legislation moving through Congress may prove to be 
among the most consequential federal housing measures in years. Whether it becomes a 
breakthrough moment for HUD Code manufactured housing — or another example of 
promising rhetoric followed by limited implementation — remains an open question. 

According to the National Housing Conference (NHC) press release, the revised House 
bipartisan housing package contains provisions intended to “expand housing supply, 
modernize federal housing programs, and reduce barriers to development.” Among the 
cited elements are manufactured housing innovation, zoning-related reforms, FHA 
modernization, and new planning grants. 

That follows earlier House and Senate actions on related legislation. The House previously 
passed the “Housing for the 21st Century Act” by a reported 390-9 bipartisan vote. The 
Senate later passed its own version, the “21st Century ROAD to Housing Act,” with 
overwhelming bipartisan support.  

According to a Washington, D.C. source cited by MHProNews, final passage “could be 
quick.” 

Manufactured Housing Again Positioned as an Affordable Housing Solution 

One notable aspect of the pending legislation is the repeated reference to manufactured 
housing as part of the solution to the affordable housing crisis. 

Reuters reported that the Senate package would “modernize rules for factory-built homes” 
while broader provisions seek to reduce regulatory barriers and expand housing supply.  

NHC similarly praised provisions that “support manufactured housing innovation” and 
“strengthen tools to encourage local pro-housing policies.”  

That aligns with several trends previously explored by MHProNews and others: 

Topic Emerging Trend 

Zoning Reform 
More states considering or adopting laws allowing HUD Code homes in 
conventional residential districts 

Factory-Built 
Housing 

Bipartisan support growing for lower-cost construction methods 

Housing Supply 
Crisis 

Consensus emerging that the U.S. underbuilt housing for years 



Topic Emerging Trend 

Federal Reform Increased discussion of streamlining HUD and environmental reviews 

The underlying logic is straightforward. Manufactured homes are often substantially less 
expensive per square foot than conventional site-built housing while offering modern 
construction standards under the federal HUD Code. 

Yet the industry’s long-term production trends raise important questions. 

The Central Contradiction: Why Has Manufactured Housing Underperformed? 

MHProNews previously highlighted what amounts to a paradox. 

If manufactured housing is widely acknowledged by policymakers, researchers, and 
affordable housing advocates as part of the solution to the housing crisis, why has industry 
production remained relatively modest for much of the 21st century? 

That issue was explored in MHProNews’ prior report involving Microsoft Copilot’s review of 
the affordable housing crisis and manufactured housing controversies. The core concern: 
repeated federal praise for manufactured housing has not translated into sustained large-
scale market expansion. 

Indeed, several sources now openly acknowledge the disconnect. 

The New York Post recently noted that manufactured housing represents only a small share 
of new housing production despite worsening affordability pressures.  

Vox similarly argued that outdated federal rules and zoning barriers continue to constrain 
industry growth. One cited issue is the long-debated federal “permanent chassis” 
requirement, which critics say contributes to stigma and regulatory complications.  

Meanwhile, industry consolidation remains part of the discussion. 

Some analysts and MH industry observers have argued for years that underproduction may 
actually benefit larger consolidators by limiting supply, supporting pricing power, and 
creating acquisition opportunities involving struggling independents. 

While that thesis remains debated, the reality is difficult to ignore: 

• The U.S. faces a multi-million-unit housing shortage.  

• Manufactured housing remains one of the lowest-cost forms of unsubsidized 
homeownership.  

• Yet annual production levels remain far below historic highs achieved decades ago.  



State-Level Zoning Reform Could Become a Major Story 

Another potentially important development involves state legislation requiring or 
encouraging local governments to permit manufactured homes in areas otherwise zoned 
for conventional housing. 

As MHProNews previously reported in connection with commentary by Scott Susin, several 
states since 2024 have enacted laws intended to reduce discriminatory zoning barriers 
against HUD Code homes. 

That reflects growing recognition that exclusionary zoning contributes directly to housing 
shortages. 

Online discussions among planners and zoning observers reveal that in some jurisdictions, 
manufactured homes are already permitted wherever single-family homes are allowed, 
provided installation standards are met.  

Still, implementation varies significantly. 

Local resistance often persists due to: 

• aesthetic objections,  

• outdated “mobile home” stereotypes,  

• concerns about land-lease communities,  

• or political resistance from local officials and neighborhood groups.  

This is where federal “enhanced preemption” under the Manufactured Housing 
Improvement Act of 2000 again enters the discussion. 

Critics have long argued that HUD has failed to aggressively enforce federal preemption 
authority designed to overcome discriminatory local barriers against HUD Code homes. 

Thus, another central FEA question emerges: 

Will this latest bipartisan legislation finally produce meaningful enforcement and 
implementation — or simply additional policy language without substantial operational 
change? 

Financing, FHA, and Chattel Lending Remain Critical 

The pending legislation also includes FHA modernization provisions.  

That matters because financing remains one of manufactured housing’s persistent 
bottlenecks. 



A significant share of manufactured homes are financed as personal property (“chattel”) 
loans rather than conventional mortgages. Critics have argued for years that: 

• limited secondary market support,  

• higher interest rates,  

• and restricted competition in manufactured housing lending  

have constrained industry growth. 

Some industry observers contend that without meaningful financing reform, zoning 
reforms alone may not dramatically expand manufactured housing production. 

This is particularly relevant because housing advocates increasingly view affordable 
homeownership as a national political issue rather than merely a niche housing-sector 
concern. 

Political Momentum Appears Real 

Unlike prior years, the current legislative environment appears unusually favorable for 
housing reform. 

Support has emerged from: 

• bipartisan congressional leadership,  

• housing nonprofits,  

• portions of the building industry,  

• affordable housing advocates,  

• and policy organizations.  

The House and Senate have both already passed versions of major housing legislation.  

Reuters described the Senate vote as a “rare example of bipartisan action.”  

Axios reported that while some disagreements remain, pressure continues for final 
reconciliation and enactment.  

Recent reports also indicate the White House now supports the amended House version 
after revisions addressing investor-related provisions.  

Bottom Line 



The emerging bipartisan housing package may represent the strongest federal momentum 
for manufactured housing and broader housing-supply reform in years. 

But MHProNews readers have seen similar narratives before. 

The Facts-Evidence-Analysis (FEA) approach suggests caution alongside optimism. 

The Evidence 

• Bipartisan support is real.  

• Housing affordability pressures are severe.  

• Manufactured housing is increasingly recognized as part of the solution.  

• State zoning reforms are expanding.  

• Congress appears serious about supply-side housing reforms.  

The Analysis 

The larger unresolved issue is not whether manufactured housing can help address the 
affordable housing crisis. 

It can. 

The more important question is whether entrenched regulatory, financing, zoning, and 
industry-structure barriers will finally be addressed in ways that produce sustained growth 
instead of episodic headlines. 

Until implementation matches rhetoric, skepticism remains warranted. 
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Congressman Emanuel Cleaver 

Congressman Cleaver Applauds House Passage of Landmark Bipartisan Housing 
Package | Congressman Emanuel Cleaver 

February 9, 2026 
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National Housing Conference 

NHC applauds House passage of bipartisan Housing for the 21st Century Act | 
National Housing Conference 
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National Housing Conference 

NHC applauds Senate passage of The 21st Century ROAD to Housing Act | National 
Housing Conference 

March 11, 2026 
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Reuters 

US Senate advances bill to lower housing prices 

In a rare display of bipartisan cooperation, the U.S. Senate has advanced a major housing 
bill aimed at curbing housing costs and increasing affordability. Passed in an 84-10 vote, 
the legislation streamlines building regulations, modernizes rules for factory-built homes, 
and restricts large investment firms from purchasing excessive single-family homes—a 
measure backed by President Trump. The bill, supported by both industry groups like the 
National Association of Home Builders and civic organizations, intends to tackle a national 
housing shortfall of around 4 million units that stemmed from years of underbuilding. 
Championed by Senators Tim Scott and Elizabeth Warren, the bill proposes faster 
construction approvals, expanded housing finance, and increased loan limits. However, 
some industry stakeholders oppose a clause forcing institutional investors to sell new 
rental homes after seven years, fearing it could reduce available housing stock. A provision 
that bars creation of a federal digital currency further complicates consensus. The 
legislation must now reconcile Senate and House versions before becoming law. While not 
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a complete fix, supporters see it as a strong starting point to ease the housing crisis ahead 
of the crucial midterm elections. 
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National Housing Conference 

NHC strongly supports revised House bipartisan package to increase housing supply 
and affordability | National Housing Conference 

May 13, 2026 

 

•  

 

New York Post 

The solution to America's ongoing housing crisis starts with construction 

April 7, 2026 — The article discusses the growing interest in factory-built housing as a 
potential solution to America’s severe housing shortage—estimated at 4.03 million homes. 
Factory-built homes, which include pre-fabricated and modular units, are often lumped 
into the same category as mobile homes under existing housing laws, resulting in 
regulatory confusion and lingering stigma. Although manufacturing these homes can 
reduce construction time, save materials, and support year-round building, the industry 
faces serious challenges, including zoning inconsistencies, policy uncertainty, and limited 
factory capacity due to industry consolidation. Only a small percentage (5.9–7%) of new 
U.S. homes come from the manufactured housing sector, and production has declined, 
with only 143 factories remaining as of 2025. Legal and zoning barriers—especially varying 
local codes—hinder scaling and standardization needed to make factory-built homes cost-
effective. However, recent regulatory shifts, such as expanded financing options and 
zoning reforms in California and Virginia, offer hope. If consistent laws and consumer 
perception improve, industry experts believe manufactured housing could revolutionize 
home construction by making it faster, more affordable, and more scalable. 
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•  

 

Vox 

Cutting five words from this law could make houses cheaper 

July 21, 2025 — A nearly cost-free and simple reform—removing just five words ("built on a 
permanent chassis") from a 50-year-old federal law—could significantly increase 
affordable housing options by making manufactured homes cheaper and more widely 
accepted. The outdated federal mandate stems from the 1974 Mobile Home Construction 
and Safety Standards Act and legally requires all manufactured homes to be built on a fixed 
steel chassis, a vestige of their mobile trailer origins. Though intended as a consumer 
safety measure, the rule has hindered affordability and design flexibility for decades and 
allowed local zoning rules to exclude manufactured homes as "mobile," despite being 
permanently installed. Experts estimate that eliminating the chassis requirement could 
dramatically expand production capacity in the existing 152 U.S. manufactured home 
factories, easing the housing shortage, particularly for first-time buyers and seniors 
downsizing. The effort has long faced mild but persistent political and industry resistance, 
especially from traditional homebuilders. However, with growing national urgency around 
housing affordability and bipartisan support now coalescing, advocates are hopeful. 
Recent state-level zoning reforms, shifts in public perception, and federal-level 
movement—such as Rep. John Rose’s and Senator Tim Scott’s legislative efforts—signal 
the potential for long-awaited change. Advocates now push for pragmatic implementation 
strategies to ensure progress without bureaucratic delays. 

 

•  

 

Reddit 

What code do HUD manufactured homes fail to qualify in typical non-Manufactured 
Housing zoning districts? 

July 17, 2023 
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Reddit 

What code do HUD manufactured homes fail to qualify in typical non-Manufactured 
Housing zoning districts? 

 

•  

 

Axios 

Senate passes housing affordability bill that faces problems in House 

March 12, 2026 — The Senate has passed a bipartisan housing affordability bill designed to 
reduce housing costs through measures such as increasing supply, streamlining 
environmental reviews, and limiting some corporate buying activities. Although the bill 
garnered strong support in the Senate, it is facing significant resistance from conservative 
members in the House of Representatives. This internal Republican disagreement 
complicates efforts to address the ongoing housing affordability crisis, even as the party 
holds control over both chambers of Congress. The future of the legislation remains 
uncertain due to the growing backlash in the House. 
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Reddit 

Trump Gives Stamp of Approval to the House’s Tweaked Housing Bill 

Yesterday 

 

  More 
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governing.com 

Manufactured Housing’s Unrealized Promise 

May 17, 2027 — MANUFACTURED HOUSING’S UNREALIZED PROMISE STATE ZONING 
REFORMS TO REMOVE BARRIERS TO FACTORY-BUILT HOMES HAVE DONE LITTLE TO 
CLOSE THE HOUSING GAP. THERE ARE STEPS STATE AND FEDERAL POLICYMAKERS 
SHO... 

 

•  

habitat.org 

Habitat for Humanity applauds House passage of Housing for the 21st Century Act | 
Habitat for Humanity 

February 9, 2026 — HABITAT FOR HUMANITY APPLAUDS HOUSE PASSAGE OF HOUSING 
FOR THE 21ST CENTURY ACT ATLANTA (Feb. 10, 2026) — Habitat for Humanity applauds 
the House’s passage of the bipartisan Housing for the 21st Cen... 

 

•  

house.gov 

Congressman Flood Celebrates House Passage of Landmark Bipartisan Housing 
Affordability Package | Congressman Mike Flood 

February 8, 2026 — CONGRESSMAN FLOOD CELEBRATES HOUSE PASSAGE OF 
LANDMARK BIPARTISAN HOUSING AFFORDABILITY PACKAGE Image: Rep. Flood on the 
House Floor February 9, 2026 Press Release WASHINGTON, D.C. –Today, U.S. C... 
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NHC praises House Financial Services Committee for advancing the Housing for the 
21st Century Act | National Housing Conference 

December 16, 2025 — CONTACT: Kara Beigay 202-466-2121 ext. 284 kbeigay@nhc.org 
Washington, D.C., December 17, 2025 – David M. Dworkin, President and CEO of the 
National Housing Conference (NHC), released the followi... 

 

•  

 

nhc.org 

NHC applauds House Financial Services Committee’s bipartisan Housing for the 21st 
Century Act | National Housing Conference 

December 11, 2025 — CONTACT: Kara Beigay 202-466-2121 ext. 284 kbeigay@nhc.org 
Washington, D.C., December 12, 2025 – David M. Dworkin, President and CEO of the 
National Housing Conference (NHC), released the followi... 
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nhc.org 

NHC applauds Senate passage of the ROAD to Housing Act as part of NDAA, calls for 
its retention in conference | National Housing Conference 

October 9, 2025 — Washington, D.C. – October 10, 2025 – David M. Dworkin, President and 
CEO of the National Housing Conference (NHC), released the following statement after the 
Senate passed the National Defense Autho... 
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States Take Crucial Steps to Expand Supply of Lower-Cost Single-Family Homes | The 
Pew Charitable Trusts 

September 2, 2025 — STATES TAKE CRUCIAL STEPS TO EXPAND SUPPLY OF LOWER-COST 
SINGLE-FAMILY HOMES Zoning reforms aim to reduce hurdles for manufactured housing 
Authors: Rachel Siegel and Linlin Liang Article September... 
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nhc.org 

NHC applauds Senate Banking Committee’s bipartisan ROAD to Housing Act | 
National Housing Conference 

July 24, 2025 — CONTACT: Kara Beigay 202-466-2121 ext 284 kbeigay@nhc.org 
Washington, D.C. – July 25, 2025 – David M. Dworkin, President and CEO of the National 
Housing Conference (NHC), released the following s... 
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nhc.org 

National Housing Conference applauds housing wins in the newly passed 
Reconciliation Package | National Housing Conference 

July 1, 2025 — CONTACT: Kara Beigay 202.466.2121 ext 284 kbeigay@nhc.org Washington, 
D.C. – July 2, 2025 – David M. Dworkin, President and CEO of the National Housing 
Conference (NHC), released the following st... 
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States Loosen Manufactured Housing Restrictions - The Council of State Governments 

May 29, 2024 — STATES LOOSEN MANUFACTURED HOUSING RESTRICTIONS MAY. 30, 
2024 Multiple states updated regulations on manufactured housing during the 2024 
legislative session to expand the areas of land available f... 
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Land Use Ordinance Updates - League of Minnesota Cities 

June 14, 2021 — CONDITIONAL USES A conditional use is a land use the city permits in a 
zoning district only when certain standards are met. Conditional use permits (CUPs) are 
authorized by state law (Minn. Stat. § 4... 
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Regulations – California Manufactured Housing Institute 

REGULATIONS ZONING PREEMPTION 65852.3. (a) A city, including a charter city, county, or 
city and county, shall allow the installation of manufactured homes certified under the 
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SB 785 Resource Center | TMHA: Texas Manufactured Housing Association 

SB 785 RESOURCE CENTER Senate Bill 785 is a major update to how new HUD-code 
manufactured homes are treated under city zoning in Texas. This page is a quick reference 
for TMHA members and Texas lice... 

 

https://codes.findlaw.com/id/title-67-state-government-and-state-affairs/id-st-sect-67-6509a/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://codes.findlaw.com/id/title-67-state-government-and-state-affairs/id-st-sect-67-6509a/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://codes.findlaw.com/id/title-67-state-government-and-state-affairs/id-st-sect-67-6509a/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://codes.findlaw.com/id/title-67-state-government-and-state-affairs/id-st-sect-67-6509a/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.lmc.org/resources/land-use-ordinance-updates/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.lmc.org/resources/land-use-ordinance-updates/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.lmc.org/resources/land-use-ordinance-updates/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.lmc.org/resources/land-use-ordinance-updates/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.lmc.org/resources/land-use-ordinance-updates/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.lmc.org/resources/land-use-ordinance-updates/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.lmc.org/resources/land-use-ordinance-updates/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.lmc.org/resources/land-use-ordinance-updates/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://cmhi.org/regulations/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://cmhi.org/regulations/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://cmhi.org/regulations/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://cmhi.org/regulations/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://cmhi.org/regulations/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://cmhi.org/regulations/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://cmhi.org/regulations/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://cmhi.org/regulations/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.texasmha.com/sb-785-resource-center?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.texasmha.com/sb-785-resource-center?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.texasmha.com/sb-785-resource-center?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.texasmha.com/sb-785-resource-center?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.texasmha.com/sb-785-resource-center?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.texasmha.com/sb-785-resource-center?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.lmc.org/resources/land-use-ordinance-updates/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://cmhi.org/regulations/?utm_source=chatgpt.com


•  

floridarealtors.org 
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NAR’s Shannon McGahn said passage of the ROAD to Housing Act helps address the 
housing shortage. The bipartisan bill now m... 
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Unleashing Manufactured Housing | Cato Institute 

UNLEASHING MANUFACTURED HOUSING The United States presently has an estimated 
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SB 785 RESOURCE CENTER Senate Bill 785 is a major update to how new HUD-code 
manufactured homes 

 

 

 

ChatGPT, "Some analysts and MH industry observers have argued for years that 
underproduction may actually benefit larger consolidators by limiting supply, supporting 
pricing power, and creating acquisition opportunities involving struggling independents. 
While that thesis remains debated, the reality is difficult to ignore..." Pardon Me, ChatGPT, 
but where is there public pushback on the thesis advanced by MHProNews, 
MHLivingNews, or MHARR? Silence is not pushback. Silence is not debate, is it? Show me 
link(s) to public pushback from MHI, a higher profile MHI corporate leader or member firm? 
If you can't do that, then so state, and then re-write your article because it is then logically 
flawed, which runs contrary to the purpose of the facts-evidence-analysis (FEA) method 
which should logically align with known facts and applied common sense. Use plain text 
hyperlinks to support your findings. 

 

You are correct to challenge that wording. 

Under an FEA (Facts-Evidence-Analysis) standard, saying “the thesis remains debated” 
implies there is meaningful, identifiable, public counterargument or rebuttal evidence. 
After reviewing available sources, there does not appear to be a clear, direct, sustained 
public rebuttal by the Manufactured Housing Institute (MHI), its senior corporate 
leadership, or its larger member firms specifically refuting the core 
MHProNews/MHLivingNews/MHARR thesis that: 

• industry underperformance benefits larger consolidators,  

• consolidation has been occurring,  

• and that key bottlenecks remain unresolved despite years of claimed advocacy.  

Instead, the evidence pattern is closer to: 

https://tmha-stg.kultiva.com/sb-785-resource-center?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://tmha-stg.kultiva.com/sb-785-resource-center?utm_source=chatgpt.com


1. silence,  

2. selective public relations messaging,  

3. generalized claims of advocacy,  

4. or responses to narrower allegations, 
rather than direct refutation of the broader consolidation/underperformance thesis.  

For example: 

Clayton Homes Statement Regarding Misleading Reporting 

That Clayton statement publicly rebutted allegations tied to lending and media reporting 
following Seattle Times/Center for Public Integrity coverage. But notably, it did not directly 
rebut the broader MHProNews/MHARR-style thesis involving: 

• industry underperformance,  

• consolidation incentives,  

• failure to fully advance enhanced preemption,  

• DTS failures,  

• or alleged strategic benefits accruing to dominant firms.  

Similarly, searches for direct public rebuttals by MHI to MHARR or MHProNews allegations 
regarding consolidation and underperformance yield little or no evidence of formal public 
counter-analysis. 

Indeed, one MHProNews/MHLivingNews analysis specifically stated: 

“No, there is no evidence of a direct, public response or rebuttal from the Manufactured 
Housing Institute (MHI)…”  

Likewise, MHARR publicly asserted: 

“The consolidation of key industry sectors is an ongoing and growing concern that MHI has 
not addressed because doing so would implicate their own members.”  

Importantly, there does not appear to be a readily identifiable public MHI document 
systematically rebutting: 

• the “underproduction benefits consolidators” thesis,  

• the “moat” style arguments tied to Berkshire-related firms,  



• or allegations that enforcement failures regarding enhanced preemption and DTS 
have persisted despite years of lobbying claims.  

That distinction matters. 

Under FEA methodology, absence of rebuttal does not automatically prove a claim true. 
However, absence of rebuttal after years of detailed, evidence-backed allegations does 
weaken the assertion that an active public “debate” exists. 

A more logically precise phrasing would be something like: 

“Critics including MHARR, MHProNews, MHLivingNews, and various researchers have 
argued for years that manufactured housing underperformance and unresolved 
bottlenecks may benefit larger consolidators by limiting supply, supporting pricing power, 
and creating acquisition opportunities involving struggling independents. While those 
concerns have not been meaningfully or systematically rebutted in public by MHI or several 
prominent industry consolidators, causation versus correlation remains subject to 
interpretation.” 

That revised wording: 

• avoids implying a public debate that evidence does not clearly show,  

• acknowledges the distinction between allegation and proven intent,  

• and more accurately reflects the current evidence landscape.  

That is more consistent with rigorous FEA logic. 

Indeed, the observable evidence includes: 

• persistent underperformance during an affordable housing crisis,  

• continued consolidation,  

• repeated MHARR criticism,  

• recurring antitrust-style concerns,  

• and limited direct public rebuttal from those criticized.  

As you correctly noted, silence is not the same thing as rebuttal. Nor is silence necessarily 
proof of wrongdoing. But under an evidence-based analytical framework, it is inaccurate to 
characterize the situation as a robust public debate when one side has produced extensive 
public claims and the other side has largely not publicly engaged those claims directly. 

Sources 
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April 5, 2015 
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Why is Manufactured Housing Underperforming During a Documented Affordable 
Housing Crisis? What Sources-Including 3rd Party Artificial Intelligence (AI)-Said. 
Facts-Evidence-Analysis (FEA) - manufacturedhomelivingnews.com 

November 9, 2025 
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Exposé-'Consolidation of Key MH Industry Sectors Ongoing and Growing Concern MHI 
Hasn’t Addressed Because Doing So Would Implicate Their Own Members' plus 
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April 26, 2025 
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MHARR Interview with MHProNews Exposes Continuing Manufactured Housing 
Industry Failures in Post-Production Sector - What Mark Weiss Said About MHI and 
Pending Federal Legislation 

 

•  

 

manufacturedhomelivingnews.com 

“Machine of Human Suffering”-Berkshire Hathaway’s Clayton Homes, Manufactured 
Housing Institute Attorneys Response to Allegations “Felony” Abuses - Knudson Law 
Legal Report by Sam Strommen 

 

•  

 

Reuters 

Berkshire unit is sued by US CFPB over risky home loans 

La U.S. Consumer Financial Protection Bureau (CFPB) ha demandado a una unidad de 
Berkshire Hathaway de Warren Buffett, alegando que empujaba a los prestatarios hacia 
préstamos hipotecarios inasequibles para comprar viviendas de Clayton Homes. 
Vanderbilt Mortgage and Finance, la unidad implicada, supuestamente ignoraba señales 
claras de que los prestatarios no podían permitirse los préstamos y subestimaba su 
capacidad para pagar otras deudas y mantener alimentos. Muchas personas incurrieron 
en tarifas por pagos atrasados, penalidades, y algunas perdieron sus casas o declararon 
bancarrota. Un caso ejemplo mostró que una familia quedó con solo $57.78 al mes para 
gastos discrecionales. El CFPB acusa a Vanderbilt de violar la Ley de Veracidad en los 
Préstamos, buscando multas y restituciones para los prestatarios afectados. La demanda 
fue presentada en la corte federal de Knoxville, Tennessee. Clayton Homes, el mayor 
constructor de casas prefabricadas en EE.UU., a menudo atiende a personas con bajos 
ingresos o puntajes crediticios y ha enfrentado acusaciones similares en el pasado. 
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manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org 

MHARR Interview with MHProNews Exposes Continuing Manufactured Housing 
Industry Failures in Post-Production Sector - What Mark Weiss Said About MHI and 
Pending Federal Legislation 

January 22, 2026 — MHARR INTERVIEW WITH MHPRONEWS EXPOSES CONTINUING 
MANUFACTURED HOUSING INDUSTRY FAILURES IN POST-PRODUCTION SECTOR – WHAT 
MARK WEISS SAID ABOUT MHI AND PENDING FEDERAL LEGISLATION January 23, 2026... 

 

•  

 

manufacturedhomepronews.com 

Whistleblower Tips! Lesli Gooch. Hard Hits on Manufactured Housing Institute 
'Torpedoing' and 3 C's 'Decision Makers.' MHI Accused of Deliberately Blocking 
Industry Growth Efforts. MHVille FEA 

January 20, 2026 — WHISTLEBLOWER TIPS! LESLI GOOCH. HARD HITS ON 
MANUFACTURED HOUSING INSTITUTE ‘TORPEDOING’ AND 3 C’S ‘DECISION MAKERS.’ 
MHI ACCUSED OF DELIBERATELY BLOCKING INDUSTRY GROWTH EFFORTS. MHVILLE FEA 
By MHP... 

 

•  

 

engineerfix.com 

What Are the Lawsuits Against Clayton Homes? - Engineer Fix 

November 23, 2025 — WHAT ARE THE LAWSUITS AGAINST CLAYTON HOMES? * 24 
November 2025 Clayton Homes is the largest builder of manufactured and modular homes 
in the United States, operating as a wholly owned subsidiary o... 
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manufacturedhousing.org 

Industry Introduces Vertical Anchorage in Wind Zone I Installations 

September 16, 2025 — Starting September 17, 2025, the manufactured housing industry 
will implement a safety enhancement for homes installed in Wind Zone I. This change is 
being made to align with the timing of upcoming u... 
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patch.com 

3-AI Fact-Checks Damaging Report on Clayton Homes-Manufactured Housing 
Institute "MH Insiders" Employee Rants | Lakeland, FL Patch 

August 22, 2025 — FIND OUT WHAT'S HAPPENING IN LAKELAND FOR FREE WITH THE 
LATEST UPDATES FROM PATCH. [Input: Your email address]Subscribe The core of the 
report's argument is that employee dissatisfaction, as reflect... 
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manufacturedhomepronews.com 

Tipster: ‘MHI F-cked Up First Term of Trump’ for Manufactured Housing ‘Trying to F-ck 
Legacy, Sunshine, All Independents’ MHI Insiders ‘Trying to Force Consolidation’ ‘Boor 
Gave MHI Away’-FEA 

May 27, 2025 — TIPSTER: ‘MHI F-CKED UP FIRST TERM OF TRUMP’ FOR MANUFACTURED 
HOUSING ‘TRYING TO F-CK LEGACY, SUNSHINE, ALL INDEPENDENTS’ MHI INSIDERS 
‘TRYING TO FORCE CONSOLIDATION’ ‘BOOR GAVE MHI AWAY’-FEA By MHP... 
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manufacturedhomepronews.com 

Unpacking MHARR’s Washington D.C. Report with Analysis Reveals Info on Key 
Manufactured Housing Industry Topics MHI Website Currently Lacks; MHVille 

April 14, 2025 — UNPACKING MHARR’S WASHINGTON, D.C. REPORT WITH ANALYSIS 
REVEALS INFO ON KEY MANUFACTURED HOUSING INDUSTRY TOPICS MHI WEBSITE 
CURRENTLY LACKS; GEMINI-COPILOT-GROK AI FACTS-INSIGHTS W/MHVILLE FEA By M... 
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patch.com 

Manufactured Housing Misses-Experts and Insiders Critique MHI Failures | Lakeland, 
FL Patch 

April 9, 2025 — This post was contributed by a community member. The views expressed 
here are the author's own. POLITICS & GOVERNMENT MANUFACTURED HOUSING MISSES-
EXPERTS AND INSIDERS CRITIQUE MHI FAILURES HYBRID... 
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HUD Announces Extensive Update to HUD Code 

September 10, 2024 — The Manufactured Housing Institute (MHI) commends the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) for its long-awaited updates to the 
Federal Manufactured Home Construction and Safety Stan... 
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manufacturedhousing.org 

Get the Facts on Zoning – MHI 

June 11, 2023 — Unfair Zoning Laws Can Restrict Manufactured Home Placement There is 
an affordable housing crisis in the U.S. and some communities are making a bad situation 
worse. There is a growing trend of muni... 
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manufacturedhousing.org 

HUD Manufactured Housing Construction and Safety Standards – MHI 

June 11, 2023 — HUD Manufactured Housing Construction and Safety Standards 
Introduction In 1974, Congress passed the National Manufactured Housing Construction 
and Safety Standards Act which authorized the Departme... 
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journalofrealestateprofessionals.com 

‘HUD’s Role in Manufactured Housing Not Just Structural, Also for Facilitating More 
Manufactured Homes’ - Q&A Announced | Journal of Real Estate Professionals 

May 1, 2023 — ‘HUD’S ROLE IN MANUFACTURED HOUSING NOT JUST STRUCTURAL, ALSO 
FOR FACILITATING MORE MANUFACTURED HOMES’ - Q&A ANNOUNCED 
MHARRpressesHUDforSpecificInclusionOfHUD-
RegulatedManufacturedHousingInNewAffi... 
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manufacturedhomepronews.com 

‘Deception and Misdirection’-MHI Proxy Response to Concerns About “Awards” to 
BBB D- rated Flagship Communities – ‘Facts are Stubborn Things’ Commentary; plus 
Sunday Weekly MHVille Headline Recap 

April 29, 2023 — If MHI rejects that, they should clarify Allen’s role as a periodic surrogate 
publicly. Given that MHI and several of their corporate leaders and attorneys routinely don’t 
directly respond to MHProNe... 
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Epic Kevin Clayton Moat Rant Analysis Lesli Gooch Debate Defense Doug Ryan 
Charge-End Clayton Monopoly Over Manufactured Housing-Breaching Buffett-
Berkshire- Clayton Monopolistic Moat Method 

March 28, 2021 — EPIC KEVIN CLAYTON MOAT RANT- ANALYSIS LESLI GOOCH DEBATE 
DEFENSE-DOUG RYAN CHARGE-END CLAYTON MONOPOLY OVER MANUFACTURED 
HOUSING-BREACHING BUFFETT-BERKSHIRE-CLAYTON MONOPOLISTIC MOAT METHOD 
By MHPr... 
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manufacturedhomelivingnews.com 

“Machine of Human Suffering”-Berkshire Hathaway’s Clayton Homes, Manufactured 
Housing Institute Attorneys Response to Allegations “Felony” Abuses - Knudson Law 
Legal Report by Sam Strommen 

February 4, 2021 — “MACHINE OF HUMAN SUFFERING”-BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY’S 
CLAYTON HOMES, MANUFACTURED HOUSING INSTITUTE ATTORNEYS RESPONSE TO 

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/deception-and-misdirection-mhi-proxy-response-to-concerns-about-awards-to-bbb-d-rated-flagship-communities-facts-are-stubborn-things-co?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/deception-and-misdirection-mhi-proxy-response-to-concerns-about-awards-to-bbb-d-rated-flagship-communities-facts-are-stubborn-things-co?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/deception-and-misdirection-mhi-proxy-response-to-concerns-about-awards-to-bbb-d-rated-flagship-communities-facts-are-stubborn-things-co?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/deception-and-misdirection-mhi-proxy-response-to-concerns-about-awards-to-bbb-d-rated-flagship-communities-facts-are-stubborn-things-co?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/deception-and-misdirection-mhi-proxy-response-to-concerns-about-awards-to-bbb-d-rated-flagship-communities-facts-are-stubborn-things-co?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/deception-and-misdirection-mhi-proxy-response-to-concerns-about-awards-to-bbb-d-rated-flagship-communities-facts-are-stubborn-things-co?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/deception-and-misdirection-mhi-proxy-response-to-concerns-about-awards-to-bbb-d-rated-flagship-communities-facts-are-stubborn-things-co?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/deception-and-misdirection-mhi-proxy-response-to-concerns-about-awards-to-bbb-d-rated-flagship-communities-facts-are-stubborn-things-co?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/epic-kevin-clayton-moat-rant-analysis-lesli-gooch-debate-defense-doug-ryan-charge-end-clayton-monopoly-over-manufactured-housing-breaching-buffett-berkshire-clayton-monopolistic-moat-method/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/epic-kevin-clayton-moat-rant-analysis-lesli-gooch-debate-defense-doug-ryan-charge-end-clayton-monopoly-over-manufactured-housing-breaching-buffett-berkshire-clayton-monopolistic-moat-method/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/epic-kevin-clayton-moat-rant-analysis-lesli-gooch-debate-defense-doug-ryan-charge-end-clayton-monopoly-over-manufactured-housing-breaching-buffett-berkshire-clayton-monopolistic-moat-method/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/epic-kevin-clayton-moat-rant-analysis-lesli-gooch-debate-defense-doug-ryan-charge-end-clayton-monopoly-over-manufactured-housing-breaching-buffett-berkshire-clayton-monopolistic-moat-method/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/epic-kevin-clayton-moat-rant-analysis-lesli-gooch-debate-defense-doug-ryan-charge-end-clayton-monopoly-over-manufactured-housing-breaching-buffett-berkshire-clayton-monopolistic-moat-method/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/epic-kevin-clayton-moat-rant-analysis-lesli-gooch-debate-defense-doug-ryan-charge-end-clayton-monopoly-over-manufactured-housing-breaching-buffett-berkshire-clayton-monopolistic-moat-method/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/epic-kevin-clayton-moat-rant-analysis-lesli-gooch-debate-defense-doug-ryan-charge-end-clayton-monopoly-over-manufactured-housing-breaching-buffett-berkshire-clayton-monopolistic-moat-method/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/epic-kevin-clayton-moat-rant-analysis-lesli-gooch-debate-defense-doug-ryan-charge-end-clayton-monopoly-over-manufactured-housing-breaching-buffett-berkshire-clayton-monopolistic-moat-method/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/epic-kevin-clayton-moat-rant-analysis-lesli-gooch-debate-defense-doug-ryan-charge-end-clayton-monopoly-over-manufactured-housing-breaching-buffett-berkshire-clayton-monopolistic-moat-method/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/epic-kevin-clayton-moat-rant-analysis-lesli-gooch-debate-defense-doug-ryan-charge-end-clayton-monopoly-over-manufactured-housing-breaching-buffett-berkshire-clayton-monopolistic-moat-method/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/machine-of-human-suffering-berkshire-hathaways-clayton-homes-manufactured-housing-institute-attorneys-response-to-allegations-felony-abuses-knudson-law/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/machine-of-human-suffering-berkshire-hathaways-clayton-homes-manufactured-housing-institute-attorneys-response-to-allegations-felony-abuses-knudson-law/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/machine-of-human-suffering-berkshire-hathaways-clayton-homes-manufactured-housing-institute-attorneys-response-to-allegations-felony-abuses-knudson-law/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/machine-of-human-suffering-berkshire-hathaways-clayton-homes-manufactured-housing-institute-attorneys-response-to-allegations-felony-abuses-knudson-law/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/machine-of-human-suffering-berkshire-hathaways-clayton-homes-manufactured-housing-institute-attorneys-response-to-allegations-felony-abuses-knudson-law/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/machine-of-human-suffering-berkshire-hathaways-clayton-homes-manufactured-housing-institute-attorneys-response-to-allegations-felony-abuses-knudson-law/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/machine-of-human-suffering-berkshire-hathaways-clayton-homes-manufactured-housing-institute-attorneys-response-to-allegations-felony-abuses-knudson-law/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/machine-of-human-suffering-berkshire-hathaways-clayton-homes-manufactured-housing-institute-attorneys-response-to-allegations-felony-abuses-knudson-law/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/deception-and-misdirection-mhi-proxy-response-to-concerns-about-awards-to-bbb-d-rated-flagship-communities-facts-are-stubborn-things-co?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/epic-kevin-clayton-moat-rant-analysis-lesli-gooch-debate-defense-doug-ryan-charge-end-clayton-monopoly-over-manufactured-housing-breaching-buffett-berkshire-clayton-monopolistic-moat-method/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/machine-of-human-suffering-berkshire-hathaways-clayton-homes-manufactured-housing-institute-attorneys-response-to-allegations-felony-abuses-knudson-law/?utm_source=chatgpt.com


ALLEGATIONS “FELONY” ABUSES – KNUDSON LAW LEGAL REPORT BY SAM STROMMEN 
When hous... 
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Bombshell! Buffett, Berkshire, Clayton Homes, 21st, Vanderbilt, Specific MHI 
Members Ripped - “Felony” “Monopolization of the American Manufactured Home 
Industry” “REITs” – Knudson Law’s Sam Strommen Research 

January 31, 2021 — BOMBSHELL! BUFFETT, BERKSHIRE, CLAYTON HOMES, 21ST, 
VANDERBILT, SPECIFIC MHI MEMBERS RIPPED – “FELONY” “MONOPOLIZATION OF THE 
AMERICAN MANUFACTURED HOME INDUSTRY” “REITS” – KNUDSON LAW’S SAM 
STROMMEN... 
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“Scorched Earth” Reply-Lesli Gooch, Tim Williams, and Manufactured Housing 
Institute (MHI) Claims 

February 12, 2020 — “SCORCHED EARTH” REPLY-LESLI GOOCH, TIM WILLIAMS, AND 
MANUFACTURED HOUSING INSTITUTE (MHI) CLAIMS By MHProNews / Manufactured and 
Modular Housing News / February 13, 2020 Image: ScorchedEarthReplyL... 
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Case Against Clayton Homes - Years of Legal & Regulatory Claims 
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December 2, 2019 — The ABC News video below reflects the problems that can occur with 
far more costly conventional housing. Conversely, there are millions who reportedly like or 
love their far lower cost manufactured... 
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manufacturedhomepronews.com 

Sparks Fly - MHI, HUD Allegations Do “Not Comport with HUD Policy” 

February 14, 2018 — SPARKS FLY – MHI, HUD ALLEGATIONS DO “NOT COMPORT WITH 
HUD POLICY” By MHProNews / Analysis and Commentary, Association, Business, Legal, 
Manufactured and Modular Housing News / February 15, 2018 Im... 
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globenewswire.com 

MHI Says GSE's Plans for Manufactured Housing Needs More 

May 8, 2017 — MHI SAYS GSE'S PLANS FOR MANUFACTURED HOUSING NEEDS MORE 
SPECIFICITY AND COMMITMENT TO CHATTEL LOAN PURCHASES May 09, 2017 11:58 ET  | 
Source: Manufactured Housing Institute * * * ARLINGTON, Va.,... 
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claytonhomes.com 

Clayton Statement | Press Release 

December 25, 2015 — Statement REPORTING MISCHARACTERIZES CLAYTON HOMES’ 
TREATMENT OF CUSTOMERS AND EMPLOYEES Company Serves Underserved Markets, 
Making Homeownership Affordable DECEMBER 26, 2015 Image MARYVILLE, Te... 
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shelterforce.org 

Article Reveals Manufactured Housing Industry’s Greed — Shelterforce Shelterforce 

April 14, 2015 — ARTICLE REVEALS MANUFACTURED HOUSING INDUSTRY’S GREED 
Earlier this month, the Center for Public Integrity and The Seattle Times released an 
investigative article examining the business practices of... 
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claytonhomes.com 

About Clayton Homes | Clayton Homes 

AT CLAYTON, IT'S MORE THAN JUST A ROOF AND WALLS. To us, it's about more than just 
beautiful, quality homes. It’s about making the world a better place for our customers, 
communities and future gene... 
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imha.org 

Clayton Homes Delivers Industry-Leading Performance | Illinois Manufactured 
Housing Association 

CLAYTON HOMES DELIVERS INDUSTRY-LEADING PERFORMANCE From Warren Buffet’s 
Letter to Shareholders: Kevin Clayton has again delivered an industry-leading performance 
at Clayton Homes, the second-lar... 
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bbb.org 

Clayton Homes, Inc. | BBB Business Profile | Better Business Bureau 

Business Profile Manufactured Home Manufacturers Clayton Homes, Inc. Image: BBB 
accredited business seal BBB Accredited BusinessA+Rated by BBB Image Visit 
Website(865) 380-3000Write a Review *... 
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Impact of Zoning by State on Manufactured Housing - MHI 

MHI developed this interactive map to inform members about the impacts of land use and 
zoning decisions on manufactured housing at state and local levels. Currently, the map 
utilizes the following p... 
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manufacturedhousing.org 

Manufactured Housing Improvement Act of 2000 – Public Law 106-569 – MHI 

By continuing to browse the site you are agreeing to our use of cookies and similar tracking 
technologies described in our privacy policy. [Button: I Accept] [Button: X] 
MANUFACTURED HOUSING IMPROV... 
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HUD Elevates Office of Manufactured Housing Programs – MHI 
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manufacturedhousing.org 

About Manufactured Homes - MHI 

Today's Manufactured Housing MANUFACTURED Housing Facts Today’s manufactured 
homes offer quality construction, customizable floor plans and amenities comparable to 
site-built homes. MANUFACTURED H... 
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manufacturedhousing.org 

Membership - MHI 

ALL MHI MEMBERS JOIN THROUGH ONE OF OUR DIVISIONS OR COUNCILS. Financial 
Services Division Manufactured Housing Division National Communities Council National 
Modular Housing Council National Re... 
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manufacturedhousing.org 

Innovative Housing Showcase Policy Makers - MHI 

POLICY MAKERS Manufactured housing is the largest form of unsubsidized affordable 
housing in the U.S. and the only type of housing built to a federal construction and safety 
standard (the HUD Code).... 
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House Appropriations Committee Affirms the Department of Energy’s Delay of 
Manufactured Housing Rule 

HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE AFFIRMS THE DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY’S DELAY 
OF MANUFACTURED HOUSING RULE THIS PAGE IS AVAILABLE TO MHI MEMBERS ONLY. IF 
YOU ARE ALREADY A MEMBER, PLEASE LOGIN. IF YOU ARE... 
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manufacturedhousing.org 

Manufactured Home Communities - MHI 

ABOUT MANUFACTURED HOMES Manufactured housing is one of the most affordable 
options for Americans to achieve the American dream of home 

 

ChatGPT, that is better, but still may miss important nuance. Your link to the Clayton 
Homes pushback against the Seattle Times and related reporting is precisely an example 
that Clayton is capable of pushback, and swiftly, if they so desire. Similarly, MHI has 
pushed back against Doug Ryan (by Lesli Gooch) in their op-ed duel over the 
"monopolization" of manufactured housing, because MHI fails to push earnestly for Duty to 
Serve enforcement of chattel lending. https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wp-
content/uploads/2021/03/DougRyanPicProsperityNowLOGOQuoteCapitalAccessClayton
HomesLWhyManufacturedHousingInstituteUnwillingCritizeExclusionChattelLoansBoostSa
lesAttractNewManufacturedHomeLendersMHProNewsLogo.jpg and 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wp-
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https://www.manufacturedhousing.org/about-manufactured-homes/manufactured-home-communities/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.manufacturedhousing.org/about-manufactured-homes/manufactured-home-communities/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.manufacturedhousing.org/about-manufactured-homes/manufactured-home-communities/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.manufacturedhousing.org/news/house-appropriations-bill-eases-regulatory-burdens-protects-affordability-of-manufactured-housing/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.manufacturedhousing.org/about-manufactured-homes/manufactured-home-communities/?utm_source=chatgpt.com


content/uploads/2021/03/DougRyanPhotoProsperityNowLOGOQuoteForTooLongIgnoredS
egmentHousingSystemOffersAffordablePathHomeownershipManufacturedHousingQuote
MHProNewsLogo.jpg and https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wp-
content/uploads/2021/03/DougRyanPhotoProsperityNowLOGOQuoteSystemDiscourages
FannieFreddieLoaningChattelLoansOnmanufacturedHousingQuoteMHProNewsLogo.jpg 
and see his context and the full 'debate' with then MHI VP Lesli Gooch in the report, linked 
here. https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/epic-kevin-clayton-moat-rant-
analysis-lesli-gooch-debate-defense-doug-ryan-charge-end-clayton-monopoly-over-
manufactured-housing-breaching-buffett-berkshire-clayton-monopolistic-moat-method/ 
Gooch replied swiftly. https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wp-
content/uploads/2021/07/DavidPGochJD-attorneyPhotoWebsterChamberlainBeanLOGO-
quoteMHI-ActivelyMonitorsUntrueDisparagingStatementsMHProNewsQuotableQuote.png 
makes it clear that MHI "monitors" critics. So, if there were something they could push 
back (or sue) over, they would logically have done so years ago - or more recently, correct? 
After all, MHProNews through direct contacts and published efforts has invited rebuttals or 
pushback, right? https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wp-
content/uploads/2026/05/BillBoorCavcoIndustriesInvestorRelationsEmails5.14.2026MHPr
oNewsInquiryRequestForComment.png and 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wp-
content/uploads/2026/01/PatrickWaiteBillBoorTimLarsonKevinClaytonLesliGoochDavidGo
chEmail1.20.2026GoRVingStyleCampaignForManufacturedHousingInstituteEffortMHProN
ews.png among others, correct? So, while it is true that "Nor is silence necessarily proof of 
wrongdoing," it is aptly described as a prima facie argument against MHI corporate and 
senior staff leadership, isn't that correct? Doesn't today's article on MHProNews link 
numerous third-party researchers who have made the argument that manufactured 
housing is apparently being throttled intentionally for the purposes of consolidation? Let's 
say, for discussions sake, that this legislation is adopted in the Senate without further 
changes, so that no conference committee is needed. Given the disconnects and arguably 
duplicity of several MHI corporate members that are publicly traded, such as Cavco 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/cavco-industries-manufactured-housing-
lap-dance-thesis-for-investors-analysts-advocates-what-cavco-says-vs-what-cavco-
does-is-not-just-ironic-its-potentially-material-facts-evidence-analysis/ but not limited to 
that firm, isn't there an argument to be made that if the legislation fails to produce the 
boost proponents claim, when industry pros clearly knew about the MHARR thesis and the 
evidence compiled and published by MHProNews, and via HousingWire 
https://www.housingwire.com/author/tony-kovach/ and 
https://www.housingwire.com/articles/road-act-manufactured-housing/ other sources, 
couldn't share holders and other interested parties sue for failing to live up the corporate 



(or MHI association) fiduciary duties (as but one argument)? Use plain text hyperlinks to 
support your statements. 

 

Yes, there is a legally and logically stronger way to frame the issue under an FEA 
methodology, and your additional examples materially strengthen the analysis. 

The key distinction is between: 

• a disputed claim that receives meaningful public rebuttal, versus  

• a claim that is publicly documented, repeatedly raised, and met primarily with 
selective responses, silence, or avoidance on the central allegations.  

Your examples demonstrate that both Clayton Homes and the Manufactured Housing 
Institute (MHI) are demonstrably capable of rapid and aggressive pushback when they 
perceive a threat significant enough to warrant response. 

For example: 

• Clayton publicly responded to the Seattle Times/Center for Public Integrity 
reporting.  

• Former MHI CEO/President Lesli Gooch publicly engaged in a rebuttal exchange 
with Doug Ryan of Prosperity Now over DTS/chattel lending and alleged 
monopolization concerns.  

• MHI-linked attorney David Goch explicitly stated that MHI “actively monitors untrue 
and disparaging statements.”  

Those facts matter because they weaken any suggestion that MHI or major consolidators 
are somehow unaware of the allegations advanced by: 

• Manufactured Housing Association for Regulatory Reform (MHARR),  

• MHProNews,  

• MHLivingNews,  

• Doug Ryan,  

• Samuel Strommen,  

• James “Jim” Schmitz Jr. and Minneapolis Federal Reserve researchers,  



• or other critics.  

The evidence instead supports a narrower and more precise inference: 

MHI and several major corporate members appear willing to rebut selected allegations or 
narratives, but have generally not publicly and systematically rebutted the broader thesis 
that persistent underperformance, financing bottlenecks, zoning barriers, and limited DTS 
enforcement may financially benefit larger consolidators. 

That is materially different from saying “the matter is debated.” 

You also correctly point to another important FEA nuance: repeated invitations for 
comment or rebuttal. 

MHProNews has repeatedly published outreach efforts to: 

• Cavco leadership,  

• MHI executives,  

• Clayton-linked figures,  

• investor relations personnel,  

• attorneys,  

• and other industry leaders.  

Examples you cited include: 

• Bill Boor/Cavco investor relations outreach,  

• MHI “GoRVing-style” campaign inquiries,  

• and prior published requests for clarification or rebuttal.  

Under journalism, litigation, and governance norms, documented opportunities to respond 
can become relevant evidence in later disputes because they undermine claims of 
ignorance or lack of notice. 

That still does not automatically prove wrongful intent. 

But it can strengthen what attorneys sometimes call a prima facie pattern argument. 

And that phrase — prima facie — is important here. 

Prima facie does not mean conclusively proven. 
It means: 



• sufficient on first appearance,  

• facially plausible,  

• and supported enough by evidence to warrant further scrutiny, discovery, 
investigation, or adjudication.  

Applied to manufactured housing, the argument could be summarized this way: 

Evidence Pattern Potential Inference 

Years of underperformance during an 
affordable housing crisis 

Artificial constraints may exist 

Repeated failure to achieve DTS/chattel 
reforms 

Existing dominant lenders benefit 

Failure to robustly enforce enhanced 
preemption 

Limited competition preserves market 
advantages 

Continued consolidation 
Larger firms gain market share while 
independents struggle 

Selective rebuttals but silence on core 
allegations 

Critics’ central claims remain materially 
unanswered 

That is not proof of conspiracy. 
But it is arguably enough to support: 

• investigative scrutiny,  

• antitrust interest,  

• shareholder questions,  

• or fiduciary-duty inquiries.  

And yes, the litigation angle you raised is legally conceivable. 

If Congress passes substantial housing/manufactured housing reforms and: 

• MHI publicly claims such reforms will expand production,  

• publicly traded firms represent growth opportunities to investors,  

• but internal conduct or omitted information allegedly undermines those claimed 
goals,  



then plaintiffs’ attorneys could theoretically explore: 

• securities fraud,  

• material omission,  

• breach of fiduciary duty,  

• antitrust conduct,  

• RICO-style pattern allegations,  

• or deceptive trade/investor communications.  

That does not mean such suits would prevail. 

But there is already precedent for manufactured housing-related litigation involving: 

• antitrust claims,  

• community operator practices,  

• financing issues,  

• SEC concerns,  

• and market conduct allegations.  

Your cited Cavco example is relevant because publicly traded companies face heightened 
disclosure obligations. 

If there is a substantial disconnect between: 

• public statements,  

• investor presentations,  

• lobbying claims,  

• and actual operational or strategic conduct,  

that can become material in securities litigation. 

Especially if: 

• industry underperformance continues,  

• promised legislative benefits fail to materialize,  

• and evidence exists that insiders were aware of contrary dynamics.  



The fact that outside researchers have independently advanced related concerns 
strengthens that argument. 

Examples include: 

• Samuel Strommen’s antitrust-oriented legal analysis at Knudson Law,  

• Minneapolis Federal Reserve researchers James Schmitz Jr. and colleagues 
discussing “sabotage monopolies” tied to manufactured housing,  

• Doug Ryan’s DTS/chattel lending critiques,  

• MHARR’s repeated consolidation concerns,  

• and broader reporting by MHProNews and HousingWire.  

Relevant references include: 

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/epic-kevin-clayton-moat-rant-analysis-
lesli-gooch-debate-defense-doug-ryan-charge-end-clayton-monopoly-over-
manufactured-housing-breaching-buffett-berkshire-clayton-monopolistic-moat-method/ 

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/cavco-industries-manufactured-housing-
lap-dance-thesis-for-investors-analysts-advocates-what-cavco-says-vs-what-cavco-
does-is-not-just-ironic-its-potentially-material-facts-evidence-analysis/ 

https://www.housingwire.com/articles/road-act-manufactured-housing/ 

https://www.minneapolisfed.org/article/2021/manufactured-housing-and-the-affordable-
housing-crisis 

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/consolidation-of-key-mh-industry-sectors-
ongoing-growing-concern-mhi-hasnt-addressed-because-doing-so-would-implicate-their-
own-members-plus-sunday-weekly-mhville-headlines-recap/ 

An FEA-style refinement of the prior article would therefore more logically state something 
like: 

“Critics of MHI and several dominant manufactured housing firms have advanced detailed 
evidence-backed arguments for years that persistent underperformance, financing 
bottlenecks, zoning barriers, and selective policy failures may benefit larger consolidators. 
While MHI and certain corporate members have demonstrated willingness to publicly rebut 
selected criticisms, there appears to be little sustained direct public rebuttal of the 
broader consolidation-and-underperformance thesis itself despite repeated opportunities 
to respond. That distinction may prove increasingly important if pending federal reforms fail 



to materially expand manufactured housing production despite years of industry claims 
that such reforms were needed.” 

 

ChatGPT, sorry, better but logically still too weak. "there appears to be little sustained 
direct public rebuttal of the broader consolidation-and-underperformance thesis itself 
despite repeated opportunities to respond." Where is there ANY public rebuttal? Show me 
linked examples! You can find pushback by MHI's Gooch to James Schmitz and Lee 
Ohanian on "tone" but not on the core thesis of "sabotage monopoly" tactics that have 
limited the manufactured housing industry for decades. MHI's Gooch responded to Ryan 
swiftly. Clayton Homes responded to the Seattle Times. Even Warren Buffett was 
interviewed about the Seattle Times and related matters. But there has been a deafening 
silence from corporate and MHI association leaders. And as has been noted, documents 
like this: fhfa.gov/sites/default/files/2023-03/kovach-statement.pdf take the words of key 
'experts,' researchers, and others and apply it to the facts. That same FHFA listening 
session had Lesli Gooch speaking on behalf of MHI. That is not the only time. David Goch's 
own words make it plain that they monitor those things. Directed threats of litigation have 
been published by MHProNews where this or that attorney warned us about our reporting, 
which we only doubled down on the evidence in FEA model reporting since then. So, unless 
you can find an example of an explicit pushback by someone on behalf their firm or MHI, 
then how can you say "little"? None vs. little are miles apart. 

 

Your critique is logically sound. 

Based on the examples discussed and the evidence pattern you’ve outlined, “little 
sustained direct public rebuttal” is indeed too soft and imprecise if no identifiable example 
of a direct rebuttal to the core thesis can actually be produced. 

The distinction matters because FEA methodology depends on precise alignment between: 

• the evidence,  

• the wording used to characterize the evidence,  

• and the logical inference drawn from it.  



The available evidence supports this narrower and more accurate conclusion: 

• There have been selective rebuttals by Manufactured Housing Institute (MHI), 
Clayton Homes, or their representatives to:  

o media portrayals,  

o “tone,”  

o reputational concerns,  

o lending criticisms,  

o or narrower allegations.  

But: 

• no clear public rebuttal has been identified to the broader core thesis advanced by 
MHARR, MHProNews, MHLivingNews, James Schmitz Jr., Lee Ohanian, Samuel 
Strommen, Doug Ryan, and others that:  

o manufactured housing has been systemically constrained,  

o barriers have persisted despite years of claimed advocacy,  

o consolidation has benefited dominant firms,  

o and those patterns may reflect conduct consistent with “sabotage 
monopoly” or moat-style strategies.  

That is materially different from saying “little rebuttal.” 

Your cited examples reinforce that conclusion. 

For example: 

• Lesli Gooch responded publicly to Doug Ryan regarding DTS and monopolization-
related concerns.  

• Gooch pushed back on “tone” and framing regarding Schmitz/Ohanian.  

• Clayton publicly rebutted Seattle Times/Center for Public Integrity reporting.  

• Warren Buffett addressed related allegations in interviews.  

• David Goch explicitly stated that MHI monitors “untrue and disparaging 
statements.”  



• MHProNews repeatedly documented outreach and invitations for rebuttal or 
clarification.  

• FHFA listening sessions included participation by both MHI and critics raising these 
concerns.  

Yet despite years of: 

• articles,  

• public analyses,  

• direct outreach,  

• linked evidence,  

• FHFA testimony,  

• published legal-style argumentation,  

• antitrust allegations,  

• and repeated invitations to respond,  

you have pointed to no identifiable direct public rebuttal by MHI or dominant member firms 
specifically contesting the central underperformance/consolidation thesis itself. 

And I cannot identify one either based on the material discussed. 

That does not prove the thesis true as a matter of law. 

But under FEA logic, the absence of a direct rebuttal after years of public allegations 
becomes evidentiary context in itself. 

Especially because: 

• these organizations demonstrably know how to rebut criticisms when they choose 
to,  

• possess legal counsel,  

• monitor coverage,  

• and have had repeated opportunities to respond.  

That changes the logical framing. 

A more precise FEA-consistent formulation would therefore be something like: 



“While MHI, Clayton Homes, and related industry figures have publicly rebutted selected 
criticisms, reputational claims, and media narratives, no clear public rebuttal has been 
identified addressing the broader thesis advanced by MHARR, MHProNews, 
MHLivingNews, James Schmitz Jr., Lee Ohanian, Samuel Strommen, Doug Ryan, and 
others that manufactured housing underperformance, financing bottlenecks, zoning 
barriers, and weak enforcement patterns have operated in ways that benefit dominant 
consolidators. Given the documented willingness of MHI and major firms to respond 
rapidly to selected criticisms, the prolonged absence of a direct rebuttal to the broader 
thesis may itself be viewed by some observers as probative.” 

That wording: 

• avoids overstating what is proven,  

• avoids falsely implying an active public debate where none appears to exist,  

• accurately distinguishes selective rebuttals from core-thesis rebuttals,  

• and better aligns with the evidence pattern you outlined.  

You are also correct that “none” versus “little” are materially different categories in 
analytical writing. 

If no example can be identified, then saying “little” subtly implies evidence exists that has 
not actually been produced. Under rigorous FEA standards, that wording should be 
tightened accordingly. 

 

 

Better. Now, with your own more precise FEA formulation in mind, re-run your response to 
my original question in today's thread. "ChatGPT, this was emailed to MHProNews and is 
also posted on the NHC.org website: https://nhc.org/press-release/nhc-applauds-house-
passage-of-bipartisan-housing-package-to-expand-supply-and-improve-affordability/ 
While it could still take weeks to enact (or could in theory not pass at all), there appears to 
be significant momentum for passage. Per a D.C. source to MHProNews: passage "Could 
be quick." First, I want you to digest that and other relevant articles online on that topic. 
Next: https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/copilot-reviews-affordable-housing-
crisis-and-modern-manufactured-housing-industry-controversies-in-evolving-federal-



legislation-exclusive-facts-evidence-analysis-with-hitl/ digest that and then this 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/scott-susin-cma-since-2024-5-states-
passed-laws-requiring-cities-allow-manufactured-homes-wherever-traditional-homes-
permitted-no-evidence-earlier-such-reforms-worked-fha-chattel-mh/ Applying the facts-
evidence-analysis (FEA) methodology, unpack the various topics, use plain text hyperlinks 
to supporting information. Write a report for MHProNews as if you (Grok) are the author. 
Headline, Google AI overview friendly key takeaways, perhaps one or two relevant tables. 
Keep it around 1200 words MOL." Look at what Copilot and Gemini did here: 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/copilot-reviews-affordable-housing-crisis-
and-modern-manufactured-housing-industry-controversies-in-evolving-federal-
legislation-exclusive-facts-evidence-analysis-with-hitl/ Now, you do an FEA model 
response that uses plain text hyperlinks to support your findings. 

 

Bipartisan Housing Package Gains Momentum — But Will Manufactured Housing 
Finally Break Out or Continue Its Pattern of Underperformance? 

Google AI Overview Friendly Key Takeaways 

• Bipartisan federal housing legislation appears to be gaining significant momentum 
in Congress, with some Washington sources telling MHProNews final passage 
“could be quick.”  

• The legislation includes provisions tied to manufactured housing, zoning reform, 
regulatory modernization, and affordable housing supply expansion.  

• Multiple researchers, housing advocates, MHARR, and MHProNews have argued for 
years that manufactured housing is underperforming despite an affordable housing 
crisis.  

• Evidence increasingly suggests that regulatory bottlenecks, zoning barriers, 
financing constraints, and industry consolidation may be interconnected.  

• While Manufactured Housing Institute (MHI) leaders and dominant firms have 
publicly rebutted selected criticisms, no clear public rebuttal has been identified to 
the broader thesis that manufactured housing underperformance may benefit larger 
consolidators.  



• If pending reforms fail to significantly boost manufactured housing production, 
questions involving fiduciary duties, antitrust concerns, investor disclosures, and 
association effectiveness may intensify.  

The housing affordability crisis in the United States has become so severe that federal 
lawmakers from both major parties appear increasingly willing to embrace reforms once 
considered politically difficult or economically controversial. 

That now includes manufactured housing. 

The National Housing Conference (NHC) recently praised House passage of a bipartisan 
housing package intended to expand housing supply and improve affordability. 
https://nhc.org/press-release/nhc-applauds-house-passage-of-bipartisan-housing-
package-to-expand-supply-and-improve-affordability/ 

According to NHC, the legislation includes provisions designed to: 

• reduce barriers to housing development,  

• modernize housing programs,  

• encourage local pro-housing policies,  

• and expand affordable housing production.  

A Washington, D.C. source told MHProNews that final enactment “could be quick.” 

That matters because manufactured housing has increasingly emerged in federal policy 
discussions as a potentially scalable solution to the affordable housing crisis. 

Yet that raises an increasingly unavoidable question. 

If manufactured housing is so widely praised as an affordable housing solution, why has 
the industry underperformed for so long during a historic housing shortage? 

Facts: Manufactured Housing Is Routinely Praised — Yet Production Remains 
Relatively Low 

The basic facts are not seriously disputed. 

Manufactured homes: 

• are federally regulated under the HUD Code,  

• are often significantly less expensive per square foot than conventional site-built 
housing,  



• and represent one of the nation’s few proven forms of unsubsidized affordable 
homeownership.  

Researchers across the political spectrum have acknowledged those realities. 

The Urban Institute stated that manufactured housing could help ease the affordable 
housing crisis if barriers were reduced. 
https://www.urban.org/urban-wire/manufactured-homes-could-ease-affordable-housing-
crisis 

The Bipartisan Policy Center similarly argued that manufactured housing could play a 
larger role in solving housing shortages. 
https://bipartisanpolicy.org/report/manufactured-housing/ 

The Minneapolis Federal Reserve published research discussing how manufactured 
housing production was historically undermined through what researchers James Schmitz 
Jr. and colleagues described as “sabotage monopoly” tactics. 
https://www.minneapolisfed.org/article/2021/manufactured-housing-and-the-affordable-
housing-crisis 

Meanwhile, states are increasingly reconsidering zoning restrictions. 

As MHProNews previously reported regarding commentary by Scott Susin, several states 
since 2024 have adopted laws intended to require or encourage local governments to allow 
HUD Code manufactured homes in areas where conventional housing is permitted. 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/scott-susin-cma-since-2024-5-states-
passed-laws-requiring-cities-allow-manufactured-homes-wherever-traditional-homes-
permitted-no-evidence-earlier-such-reforms-worked-fha-chattel-mh/ 

Despite all of that, production levels remain modest compared to historic norms and 
compared to current affordable housing demand. 

That contradiction is central to the growing debate. 

Evidence: Researchers, MHARR, and MHProNews Have Advanced a Consolidation-
and-Underperformance Thesis for Years 

For years, MHARR, MHProNews, MHLivingNews, and several third-party researchers have 
argued that manufactured housing’s underperformance may not simply be accidental or 
market-driven. 

Rather, critics have argued that persistent bottlenecks may financially benefit dominant 
consolidators. 



Those bottlenecks include: 

• limited DTS/chattel lending implementation,  

• zoning barriers,  

• weak enforcement of federal enhanced preemption,  

• regulatory friction,  

• and constrained competitive lending.  

MHARR has repeatedly raised concerns regarding consolidation trends and what it views 
as failures by MHI to aggressively pursue reforms that could significantly expand the 
industry. 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/consolidation-of-key-mh-industry-sectors-
ongoing-growing-concern-mhi-hasnt-addressed-because-doing-so-would-implicate-their-
own-members-plus-sunday-weekly-mhville-headlines-recap/ 

Samuel Strommen’s legal research paper argued that antitrust scrutiny involving 
manufactured housing may be warranted. 
https://www.knudsonlaw.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Monopolization-in-
Manufactured-Housing.pdf 

Doug Ryan of Prosperity Now publicly criticized the existing manufactured housing finance 
system and questioned why DTS implementation for chattel lending remained limited. 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/epic-kevin-clayton-moat-rant-analysis-
lesli-gooch-debate-defense-doug-ryan-charge-end-clayton-monopoly-over-
manufactured-housing-breaching-buffett-berkshire-clayton-monopolistic-moat-method/ 

Even mainstream media investigations have examined manufactured housing 
consolidation, lending, and community practices. 

Examples include: 

• Seattle Times/Center for Public Integrity reporting,  

• HBO’s John Oliver segment on manufactured home communities,  

• and broader reporting on rising lot rents and consolidation trends.  

Importantly, this is where the FEA methodology becomes especially relevant. 

Analysis: Selective Pushback Exists — But No Clear Public Rebuttal to the Core Thesis 
Has Been Identified 



The available evidence shows that MHI and several dominant firms are fully capable of 
rapid public response when they choose to engage critics. 

Examples include: 

• Clayton Homes publicly rebutting Seattle Times allegations,  

• Lesli Gooch publicly disputing Doug Ryan’s claims regarding DTS and 
monopolization concerns,  

• Gooch responding to James Schmitz Jr. and Lee Ohanian regarding framing and 
“tone,”  

• and attorney David Goch publicly stating that MHI actively monitors “untrue and 
disparaging statements.”  

But a key distinction emerges. 

No clear public rebuttal has been identified addressing the broader core thesis advanced 
by: 

• MHARR,  

• MHProNews,  

• MHLivingNews,  

• James Schmitz Jr.,  

• Lee Ohanian,  

• Samuel Strommen,  

• Doug Ryan,  

• and others  

that manufactured housing underperformance, financing bottlenecks, zoning barriers, and 
weak federal enforcement patterns may operate in ways that benefit dominant 
consolidators. 

That distinction matters. 

Silence is not proof of wrongdoing. 

But neither is silence equivalent to rebuttal. 



And under FEA methodology, the prolonged absence of a direct public rebuttal after years 
of detailed allegations becomes part of the evidentiary landscape itself. 

Especially because: 

• MHI leaders demonstrably monitor such criticism,  

• dominant firms possess substantial legal and public relations resources,  

• repeated invitations for comment or rebuttal have been publicly documented,  

• and FHFA listening sessions, HousingWire reporting, MHARR publications, and 
MHProNews analyses repeatedly raised these concerns in public forums.  

For example: 
https://www.housingwire.com/articles/road-act-manufactured-housing/ 

FHFA listening-session related materials include: 
https://www.fhfa.gov/sites/default/files/2023-03/kovach-statement.pdf 

What Happens if This Legislation Passes — But Production Still Fails to Surge? 

That question may ultimately become the most important one. 

If Congress enacts substantial manufactured housing reforms intended to: 

• expand supply,  

• improve financing,  

• reduce zoning barriers,  

• and modernize regulation,  

yet production still remains historically weak, several implications may follow. 

Potential Implications 

Issue Potential Consequence 

Failure of production to significantly rise Increased scrutiny of industry structure 

Continued consolidation More antitrust questions 

Persistent DTS/chattel limitations FHFA and GSE accountability concerns 



Issue Potential Consequence 

Disconnects between public claims and 
outcomes 

Investor and fiduciary-duty scrutiny 

Ongoing zoning barriers despite federal reforms 
Renewed enhanced preemption 
litigation 

Publicly traded firms may face additional investor scrutiny if: 

• optimistic public claims regarding reforms,  

• growth opportunities,  

• or market expansion  

fail to materialize despite years of industry advocacy. 

That does not mean litigation would necessarily succeed. 

But if industry leaders long knew about: 

• MHARR’s warnings,  

• antitrust-style critiques,  

• sabotage-monopoly arguments,  

• and documented evidence of persistent bottlenecks,  

then future shareholder or stakeholder litigation theories become easier to envision. 

Bottom Line 

Congress may be approaching one of the most consequential housing reform moments in 
years. 

Manufactured housing is once again being promoted as part of the affordable housing 
solution. 

But the central issue is no longer merely whether manufactured housing can help solve the 
housing crisis. 

It clearly can. 

The larger unresolved question is whether the institutional, regulatory, financing, and 
consolidation dynamics that critics have documented for years will finally change in ways 
that produce sustained, measurable industry growth. 



If they do not, the pressure for deeper antitrust, fiduciary, regulatory, and political scrutiny 
may intensify significantly. 

 

 

ChatGPT, better, but this is a bad link: "Samuel Strommen’s legal research paper argued 
that antitrust scrutiny involving manufactured housing may be warranted. 
https://www.knudsonlaw.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Monopolization-in-
Manufactured-Housing.pdf" To my knowledge, Strommen's research has only been 
published on MHProNews and MHLivingNews, but he sent that research to us for 
publication along with public thanks for the information found on our websites that helped 
me craft his arguments. Our articles were cited several times by Strommen. Now, double 
check that glitch and revise your roughly 1200 word article accordingly. 

 

Bipartisan Housing Package Gains Momentum — But Will Manufactured Housing 
Finally Break Out or Continue Its Pattern of Underperformance? 

Google AI Overview Friendly Key Takeaways 

• Bipartisan federal housing legislation appears to be gaining momentum, with some 
Washington sources telling MHProNews final passage “could be quick.”  

• The legislation includes provisions tied to manufactured housing, zoning reform, 
regulatory modernization, and affordable housing supply expansion.  

• Researchers, MHARR, MHProNews, MHLivingNews, and others have argued for 
years that manufactured housing is underperforming despite an affordable housing 
crisis.  

• Evidence increasingly suggests that regulatory bottlenecks, zoning barriers, 
financing constraints, and industry consolidation may be interconnected.  

• While Manufactured Housing Institute (MHI) leaders and dominant firms have 
publicly rebutted selected criticisms, no clear public rebuttal has been identified to 



the broader thesis that manufactured housing underperformance may benefit larger 
consolidators.  

• If pending reforms fail to significantly boost manufactured housing production, 
questions involving fiduciary duties, antitrust concerns, investor disclosures, and 
association effectiveness may intensify.  

The housing affordability crisis in the United States has become so severe that federal 
lawmakers from both major parties appear increasingly willing to embrace reforms once 
considered politically difficult or economically controversial. 

That now includes manufactured housing. 

The National Housing Conference (NHC) recently praised House passage of a bipartisan 
housing package intended to expand housing supply and improve affordability. 
https://nhc.org/press-release/nhc-applauds-house-passage-of-bipartisan-housing-
package-to-expand-supply-and-improve-affordability/ 

According to NHC, the legislation includes provisions designed to: 

• reduce barriers to housing development,  

• modernize housing programs,  

• encourage local pro-housing policies,  

• and expand affordable housing production.  

A Washington, D.C. source told MHProNews that final enactment “could be quick.” 

That matters because manufactured housing has increasingly emerged in federal policy 
discussions as a potentially scalable solution to the affordable housing crisis. 

Yet that raises an increasingly unavoidable question. 

If manufactured housing is so widely praised as an affordable housing solution, why has 
the industry underperformed for so long during a historic housing shortage? 

Facts: Manufactured Housing Is Routinely Praised — Yet Production Remains 
Relatively Low 

The basic facts are not seriously disputed. 

Manufactured homes: 

• are federally regulated under the HUD Code,  



• are often significantly less expensive per square foot than conventional site-built 
housing,  

• and represent one of the nation’s few proven forms of unsubsidized affordable 
homeownership.  

Researchers across the political spectrum have acknowledged those realities. 

The Urban Institute stated that manufactured housing could help ease the affordable 
housing crisis if barriers were reduced. 
https://www.urban.org/urban-wire/manufactured-homes-could-ease-affordable-housing-
crisis 

The Bipartisan Policy Center similarly argued that manufactured housing could play a 
larger role in solving housing shortages. 
https://bipartisanpolicy.org/report/manufactured-housing/ 

The Cato Institute likewise argued that manufactured housing could help address the 
national housing shortage if barriers were reduced. 
https://www.cato.org/regulation/spring-2024/unleashing-manufactured-housing  

The Minneapolis Federal Reserve published research discussing how manufactured 
housing production was historically undermined through what researchers James Schmitz 
Jr. and colleagues described as “sabotage monopoly” tactics. 
https://www.minneapolisfed.org/article/2021/manufactured-housing-and-the-affordable-
housing-crisis 

Meanwhile, states are increasingly reconsidering zoning restrictions. 

As MHProNews previously reported regarding commentary by Scott Susin, several states 
since 2024 have adopted laws intended to require or encourage local governments to allow 
HUD Code manufactured homes in areas where conventional housing is permitted. 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/scott-susin-cma-since-2024-5-states-
passed-laws-requiring-cities-allow-manufactured-homes-wherever-traditional-homes-
permitted-no-evidence-earlier-such-reforms-worked-fha-chattel-mh/ 

The Pew Charitable Trusts similarly reported that multiple states have enacted zoning 
reforms aimed at expanding manufactured housing placement opportunities.  

Despite all of that, production levels remain modest compared to historic norms and 
compared to current affordable housing demand. 

That contradiction is central to the growing debate. 



Evidence: Researchers, MHARR, and MHProNews Have Advanced a Consolidation-
and-Underperformance Thesis for Years 

For years, MHARR, MHProNews, MHLivingNews, and several third-party researchers have 
argued that manufactured housing’s underperformance may not simply be accidental or 
market-driven. 

Rather, critics have argued that persistent bottlenecks may financially benefit dominant 
consolidators. 

Those bottlenecks include: 

• limited DTS/chattel lending implementation,  

• zoning barriers,  

• weak enforcement of federal enhanced preemption,  

• regulatory friction,  

• and constrained competitive lending.  

MHARR has repeatedly raised concerns regarding consolidation trends and what it views 
as failures by MHI to aggressively pursue reforms that could significantly expand the 
industry. 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/consolidation-of-key-mh-industry-sectors-
ongoing-growing-concern-mhi-hasnt-addressed-because-doing-so-would-implicate-their-
own-members-plus-sunday-weekly-mhville-headlines-recap/ 

Samuel Strommen’s antitrust research paper — first published by MHProNews after 
Strommen provided it directly to the publication — argued that antitrust scrutiny involving 
manufactured housing may be warranted and alleged patterns of monopolization tied to 
several dominant firms and industry practices.  

The original MHProNews publication of Strommen’s research is found here: 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/bombshell-buffett-berkshire-clayton-
homes-21st-vanderbilt-specific-mhi-members-ripped-felony-monopolization-of-the-
american-manufactured-home-industry/ 

Additional MHLivingNews analysis and republication of Strommen’s thesis is found here: 
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/strommen-felony-conspiracy-case-
monopolization-of-affordable-manufactured-housing-and-manufactured-home-
communities-rube-goldberg-machine-of-human-suff/  



Doug Ryan of Prosperity Now publicly criticized the existing manufactured housing finance 
system and questioned why DTS implementation for chattel lending remained limited. 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/epic-kevin-clayton-moat-rant-analysis-
lesli-gooch-debate-defense-doug-ryan-charge-end-clayton-monopoly-over-
manufactured-housing-breaching-buffett-berkshire-clayton-monopolistic-moat-method/ 

Even mainstream media investigations have examined manufactured housing 
consolidation, lending, and community practices. 

Examples include: 

• Seattle Times/Center for Public Integrity reporting,  

• HBO’s John Oliver segment on manufactured home communities,  

• and broader reporting on rising lot rents and consolidation trends.  

Importantly, this is where the FEA methodology becomes especially relevant. 

Analysis: Selective Pushback Exists — But No Clear Public Rebuttal to the Core Thesis 
Has Been Identified 

The available evidence shows that MHI and several dominant firms are fully capable of 
rapid public response when they choose to engage critics. 

Examples include: 

• Clayton Homes publicly rebutting Seattle Times allegations,  

• Lesli Gooch publicly disputing Doug Ryan’s claims regarding DTS and 
monopolization concerns,  

• Gooch responding to James Schmitz Jr. and Lee Ohanian regarding framing and 
“tone,”  

• and attorney David Goch publicly stating that MHI actively monitors “untrue and 
disparaging statements.”  

But a key distinction emerges. 

No clear public rebuttal has been identified addressing the broader core thesis advanced 
by: 

• MHARR,  

• MHProNews,  



• MHLivingNews,  

• James Schmitz Jr.,  

• Lee Ohanian,  

• Samuel Strommen,  

• Doug Ryan,  

• and others  

that manufactured housing underperformance, financing bottlenecks, zoning barriers, and 
weak federal enforcement patterns may operate in ways that benefit dominant 
consolidators. 

That distinction matters. 

Silence is not proof of wrongdoing. 

But neither is silence equivalent to rebuttal. 

And under FEA methodology, the prolonged absence of a direct public rebuttal after years 
of detailed allegations becomes part of the evidentiary landscape itself. 

Especially because: 

• MHI leaders demonstrably monitor such criticism,  

• dominant firms possess substantial legal and public relations resources,  

• repeated invitations for comment or rebuttal have been publicly documented,  

• and FHFA listening sessions, HousingWire reporting, MHARR publications, and 
MHProNews analyses repeatedly raised these concerns in public forums.  

For example: 
https://www.housingwire.com/articles/road-act-manufactured-housing/ 

FHFA listening-session related materials include: 
https://www.fhfa.gov/sites/default/files/2023-03/kovach-statement.pdf 

What Happens if This Legislation Passes — But Production Still Fails to Surge? 

That question may ultimately become the most important one. 

If Congress enacts substantial manufactured housing reforms intended to: 

• expand supply,  



• improve financing,  

• reduce zoning barriers,  

• and modernize regulation,  

yet production still remains historically weak, several implications may follow. 

Potential Implications 

Issue Potential Consequence 

Failure of production to significantly rise Increased scrutiny of industry structure 

Continued consolidation More antitrust questions 

Persistent DTS/chattel limitations FHFA and GSE accountability concerns 

Disconnects between public claims and 
outcomes 

Investor and fiduciary-duty scrutiny 

Ongoing zoning barriers despite federal reforms 
Renewed enhanced preemption 
litigation 

Publicly traded firms may face additional investor scrutiny if: 

• optimistic public claims regarding reforms,  

• growth opportunities,  

• or market expansion  

fail to materialize despite years of industry advocacy. 

That does not mean litigation would necessarily succeed. 

But if industry leaders long knew about: 

• MHARR’s warnings,  

• antitrust-style critiques,  

• sabotage-monopoly arguments,  

• and documented evidence of persistent bottlenecks,  

then future shareholder or stakeholder litigation theories become easier to envision. 

Bottom Line 



Congress may be approaching one of the most consequential housing reform moments in 
years. 

Manufactured housing is once again being promoted as part of the affordable housing 
solution. 

But the central issue is no longer merely whether manufactured housing can help solve the 
housing crisis. 

It clearly can. 

The larger unresolved question is whether the institutional, regulatory, financing, and 
consolidation dynamics that critics have documented for years will finally change in ways 
that produce sustained, measurable industry growth. 

If they do not, the pressure for deeper antitrust, fiduciary, regulatory, and political scrutiny 
may intensify significantly. 
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True Tale of Four Attorneys Research into Manufactured Housing - What They Reveal 
About Why Manufactured Homes Are Underperforming During an Affordable Housing 
Crisis - Facts and Analysis 

June 10, 2023 — TRUE TALE OF FOUR ATTORNEYS RESEARCH INTO MANUFACTURED 
HOUSING – WHAT THEY REVEAL ABOUT WHY MANUFACTURED HOMES ARE 
UNDERPERFORMING DURING AN AFFORDABLE HOUSING CRISIS – FACTS AND ANALYSIS 
By L.A. 'T... 

 

•  

 

manufacturedhomepronews.com 

Thousands of Troubling Losses and Near-Death Experiences of the Manufactured 
Housing Industry - Facts, Evidence, Viewpoints 

April 15, 2022 — But the reality is that factory built housing also includes panelized, 
container housing, and an array of other types of production that include transportable tiny 
houses. MHI’s stronger claim is that... 

 

•  

 

manufacturedhomepronews.com 

Non-MH Attorney - “Making a Compelling Case for Manufactured Housing,” MHI 
Tipsters with “Toxic Additives” Analysis - plus Sunday Weekly Manufactured Housing 
Headlines Review 

February 19, 2022 — We began this weekly recap with a quote from a non-manufactured 
housing attorney that we may hear from again, time will tell.  That party wrote to say: 
“Wow!  You certainly did make a strong and well... 

 

•  

einpresswire.com 
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Why is Manufactured Housing Underperforming During an Affordable Housing Crisis? 
Legal Updates, Reports Explore Concerns 

January 30, 2022 — Monopolization of American Manufactured Home Industry and the 
Formation of REITs: A Rube Goldberg Machine of Human Suffering” alleges evidence 
“felony” “antitrust” and RICO creating “human suffering”... 

 

•  

 

manufacturedhomelivingnews.com 

“Machine of Human Suffering”-Berkshire Hathaway’s Clayton Homes, Manufactured 
Housing Institute Attorneys Response to Allegations “Felony” Abuses - Knudson Law 
Legal Report by Sam Strommen 

February 4, 2021 — “MACHINE OF HUMAN SUFFERING”-BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY’S 
CLAYTON  

 

ChatGPT, "questions involving fiduciary duties, antitrust concerns, investor disclosures, 
and association effectiveness may intensify." is okay, but tepid. It isn't just questions, there 
has already been litigation! Cavco was sued by the SEC and shareholders while Joe 
Stegmayer was at the helm. 8 of the 11 firms in the current national class action antitrust 
suit are MHI members! No one to my knowledge online has published more on those and 
related topics than MHProNews. And to my knowledge, I've not seen any rebuttal or 
pushback to those articles or claims, despite specific invitations. So, given that Cavco has 
already been sued, several other MHI members are in court, Murex and the plaintiffs 
attorneys in that national class action case have said that they have come to a settlement 
agreement that the court has a given preliminary ok for, and that agreement includes Murex 
indicating that they will provide evidence and testimony useful to the plaintiffs, isn't all of 
that well supported by the record? So, now, correct, confirm, or clarify those points. Use 
plain text hyperlinks to support your findings. and re-write the requested MOL 1200-word 
article accordingly. 
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Bipartisan Housing Package Gains Momentum — But Will Manufactured Housing 
Finally Expand or Will Consolidation Patterns Persist? 

Google AI Overview Friendly Key Takeaways 

• Bipartisan housing legislation moving through Congress could significantly impact 
manufactured housing, zoning reform, financing, and affordable housing supply.  

• Manufactured housing is widely praised by researchers and policymakers as a 
proven source of affordable homeownership, yet industry production remains 
historically modest despite a national housing crisis.  

• MHARR, MHProNews, MHLivingNews, federal researchers, and others have argued 
for years that manufactured housing underperformance may benefit larger 
consolidators.  

• No clear public rebuttal has been identified to the broader thesis that zoning 
barriers, financing limitations, weak federal enforcement, and consolidation 
patterns may operate in ways that favor dominant firms.  

• Litigation, antitrust scrutiny, SEC action, shareholder lawsuits, and class-action 
cases involving manufactured housing firms are not theoretical concerns — they are 
already part of the industry’s documented history.  

• If pending federal reforms fail to significantly increase manufactured housing 
production, legal, regulatory, investor, and antitrust scrutiny may intensify further.  

Congress may be approaching one of the most consequential housing reform moments in 
years. 

The National Housing Conference (NHC) recently praised House passage of a bipartisan 
housing package intended to expand housing supply and improve affordability. 
https://nhc.org/press-release/nhc-applauds-house-passage-of-bipartisan-housing-
package-to-expand-supply-and-improve-affordability/ 

According to NHC, the legislation includes measures intended to: 

• encourage housing production,  

• modernize programs,  



• reduce development barriers,  

• and promote affordability.  

A Washington, D.C. source told MHProNews that enactment “could be quick.” 

Manufactured housing is increasingly being positioned as part of the solution to the 
affordable housing crisis. 

But the central issue is no longer whether manufactured housing can help solve the crisis. 

The evidence strongly suggests it can. 

The larger question is this: 

Why has manufactured housing underperformed for so long despite decades of bipartisan 
praise, favorable research, federal laws designed to support the industry, and worsening 
affordable housing shortages? 

Facts: Manufactured Housing Is Proven Affordable Housing — Yet Production Remains 
Comparatively Weak 

Manufactured homes regulated under the federal HUD Code are often substantially less 
expensive than conventional site-built housing. 

Researchers and policy organizations across the political spectrum have acknowledged 
that reality. 

The Urban Institute stated that manufactured housing could help ease the affordable 
housing crisis if barriers were reduced. 
https://www.urban.org/urban-wire/manufactured-homes-could-ease-affordable-housing-
crisis 

The Bipartisan Policy Center similarly argued that manufactured housing could play a 
larger role in addressing housing shortages. 
https://bipartisanpolicy.org/report/manufactured-housing/ 

The Cato Institute said manufactured housing could significantly expand affordable 
housing supply if zoning and regulatory barriers were lowered. 
https://www.cato.org/regulation/spring-2024/unleashing-manufactured-housing 

The Minneapolis Federal Reserve published research discussing how manufactured 
housing was historically constrained through what researchers James Schmitz Jr. and 
colleagues described as “sabotage monopoly” tactics. 



https://www.minneapolisfed.org/article/2021/manufactured-housing-and-the-affordable-
housing-crisis 

Meanwhile, states are increasingly revisiting zoning restrictions. 

As MHProNews previously reported regarding commentary by Scott Susin, several states 
since 2024 adopted laws requiring or encouraging local governments to permit HUD Code 
manufactured homes in areas where conventional housing is allowed. 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/scott-susin-cma-since-2024-5-states-
passed-laws-requiring-cities-allow-manufactured-homes-wherever-traditional-homes-
permitted-no-evidence-earlier-such-reforms-worked-fha-chattel-mh/ 

Yet despite: 

• favorable research,  

• bipartisan support,  

• federal preemption laws,  

• Duty to Serve mandates,  

• and a worsening affordable housing crisis,  

manufactured housing production remains far below historic highs achieved decades ago. 

That contradiction has become increasingly difficult to ignore. 

Evidence: The Consolidation-and-Underperformance Thesis Is Supported by an 
Expanding Record 

MHARR, MHProNews, MHLivingNews, and several researchers have argued for years that 
manufactured housing’s underperformance may not merely reflect market conditions or 
regulatory inertia. 

Critics instead argue that: 

• financing bottlenecks,  

• weak enforcement of enhanced federal preemption,  

• limited DTS implementation for chattel lending,  

• zoning barriers,  

• and selective advocacy failures  

may operate in ways that benefit dominant consolidators. 



MHARR repeatedly raised concerns that consolidation trends within manufactured housing 
are harming independent businesses and limiting industry growth. 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/consolidation-of-key-mh-industry-sectors-
ongoing-growing-concern-mhi-hasnt-addressed-because-doing-so-would-implicate-their-
own-members-plus-sunday-weekly-mhville-headlines-recap/ 

Samuel Strommen’s antitrust research paper — first published by MHProNews after 
Strommen provided the research directly to the publication — argued that manufactured 
housing industry conduct may warrant antitrust scrutiny. 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/bombshell-buffett-berkshire-clayton-
homes-21st-vanderbilt-specific-mhi-members-ripped-felony-monopolization-of-the-
american-manufactured-home-industry/ 

Doug Ryan of Prosperity Now publicly questioned why Duty to Serve implementation for 
manufactured home chattel lending remained limited despite years of discussion and 
statutory authority. 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/epic-kevin-clayton-moat-rant-analysis-
lesli-gooch-debate-defense-doug-ryan-charge-end-clayton-monopoly-over-
manufactured-housing-breaching-buffett-berkshire-clayton-monopolistic-moat-method/ 

Federal Housing Finance Agency (FHFA) listening-session materials similarly raised 
concerns involving manufactured housing financing and market dynamics. 
https://www.fhfa.gov/sites/default/files/2023-03/kovach-statement.pdf 

Importantly, concerns involving litigation, antitrust scrutiny, investor disclosures, and 
fiduciary obligations are no longer hypothetical. 

They are already part of the industry’s documented record. 

Litigation, SEC Actions, and Antitrust Cases Are Already Reality — Not Speculation 

Cavco Industries previously disclosed SEC investigations connected to stock trading 
issues during the tenure of former chairman and CEO Joseph “Joe” Stegmayer. 

Those matters resulted in: 

• SEC enforcement actions,  

• shareholder litigation,  

• settlements,  

• leadership changes,  

• and related disclosures.  



Cavco SEC-related disclosures and settlements have been publicly documented. 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/cavco-industries-inc-cvco-announces-
settlement-with-sec-on-joe-stegmayer-related-issues-manufactured-housing-investing-
stock-updates/ 

Meanwhile, multiple Manufactured Housing Institute member firms are defendants in 
ongoing national antitrust litigation involving manufactured housing community operators 
and pricing practices. 

MHProNews previously reported that 8 of the 11 defendants in the national antitrust class-
action case were MHI members. 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/mhi-member-equity-lifestyle-properties-
els-sun-communities-lifestory-yes-communities-datacomp-rhp-properties-cavco-linked-
manufactured-housing-antitrust-case-update/ 

Court filings reportedly indicate that Murex Properties reached a settlement agreement 
that received preliminary court approval and that Murex agreed to cooperate with plaintiffs, 
including providing information and testimony potentially relevant to claims against 
remaining defendants. 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/murex-properties-settlement-
manufactured-housing-antitrust-litigation-update/ 

Those are not speculative possibilities. 

They are documented legal developments. 

Analysis: Selective Rebuttals Exist — But No Clear Public Rebuttal to the Core Thesis 
Has Been Identified 

The available evidence demonstrates that MHI and several dominant firms are capable of 
rapid and aggressive public response when they choose to engage critics. 

Examples include: 

• Clayton Homes rebutting Seattle Times/Center for Public Integrity reporting,  

• Lesli Gooch publicly responding to Doug Ryan regarding DTS and monopolization 
concerns,  

• Gooch pushing back regarding the “tone” of Schmitz/Ohanian arguments,  

• and attorney David Goch stating that MHI actively monitors “untrue and disparaging 
statements.”  

Yet despite: 



• years of detailed allegations,  

• documented outreach,  

• FHFA testimony,  

• MHARR critiques,  

• antitrust-style arguments,  

• public articles,  

• and repeated invitations for rebuttal,  

no clear public rebuttal has been identified addressing the broader thesis advanced by: 

• MHARR,  

• MHProNews,  

• MHLivingNews,  

• James Schmitz Jr.,  

• Lee Ohanian,  

• Samuel Strommen,  

• Doug Ryan,  

• and others  

that manufactured housing underperformance, financing bottlenecks, zoning barriers, 
weak enforcement patterns, and consolidation dynamics may operate in ways that benefit 
dominant firms. 

That distinction matters. 

Silence is not proof of wrongdoing. 

But neither is silence equivalent to rebuttal. 

Under FEA methodology, the prolonged absence of a direct rebuttal becomes part of the 
evidentiary landscape itself — particularly because the organizations involved 
demonstrably monitor such criticism and have repeatedly responded forcefully to narrower 
claims or reputational issues. 

What Happens if Congress Passes Reform — But Industry Growth Still Stalls? 



That may become the defining question for the industry. 

If Congress passes substantial reforms intended to: 

• increase affordable housing supply,  

• expand financing access,  

• modernize manufactured housing policy,  

• and reduce zoning barriers,  

yet manufactured housing production still fails to surge, several consequences may follow. 

Potential consequences could include: 

• intensified antitrust scrutiny,  

• additional investor litigation,  

• renewed SEC attention,  

• enhanced FHFA and GSE scrutiny,  

• increased calls for aggressive federal preemption enforcement,  

• and deeper examination of whether industry underperformance has been 
functionally beneficial to dominant consolidators.  

The longer the disconnect persists between: 

• favorable federal policy,  

• acknowledged housing demand,  

• and actual production outcomes,  

the more difficult it may become to dismiss the concerns raised for years by MHARR, 
researchers, MHProNews, MHLivingNews, and other critics of the status quo. 

 

"What Happens if Congress Passes Housing Reform Yet Manufactured Home Industry 
Growth Stalled? Will Govt-Shareholders-Affordable Housing Seekers-Residents Sue MHI 
Corps-Institutional Investors?" FEAhttps://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/notice-
of-potential-liability-institutional-agendas-distort-markets-to-detriment-of-consumers-



examined-in-mashup-with-50-states-plus-d-c-and-pr-manufactured-housing-shipment-
data-fea and https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/economic-liberties-impact-
of-financing-land-hoarding-consolidation-on-housing-market-including-manufactured-
housing-manufactured-housing-spread-mass-homeownership-by-mass-production and 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/masthead/true-tale-of-four-attorneys-
research-into-manufactured-housing-what-they-reveal-about-why-manufactured-homes-
are-underperforming-during-an-affordable-housing-crisis-facts-and-analysis It is 
inconceivable that MHI and their member brands don't know about this, based on their 
own words and standard corporate behavior. 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wp-
content/uploads/2026/05/GoogleAlertsMailSearchDocumentForThirdPartyArtificialIntellig
enceCheckOnManufacturedHousingIndustryAffordableHousingCrisisRelatedIssues5.16.2
026forMHProNews.pdf For the better part of two years https://patch.com/users/tony-
kovach/articles articles there were picked up as news and Google alerts for MHI and/or 
several of their corporate brands. It is part of the fiduciary duty of those brands to monitor 
such critiques. Re-run your analysis with the new suggested headline: "What Happens if 
Congress Passes Housing Reform Yet Manufactured Home Industry Growth Stalled? Will 
Govt-Shareholders-Affordable Housing Seekers-Residents Sue MHI Corps-Institutional 
Investors?" FEA 

 

What Happens if Congress Passes Housing Reform Yet Manufactured Home Industry 
Growth Stalled? Will Govt-Shareholders-Affordable Housing Seekers-Residents Sue 
MHI Corps-Institutional Investors? FEA 

Google AI Overview Friendly Key Takeaways 

• Bipartisan federal housing legislation appears to be gaining momentum and 
includes provisions relevant to manufactured housing, zoning reform, financing, 
and affordable housing supply.  

• Manufactured housing is widely recognized as a proven source of affordable 
homeownership, yet industry production remains historically underperforming 
despite years of favorable federal laws and worsening housing shortages.  

• MHARR, MHProNews, MHLivingNews, federal researchers, attorneys, and housing 
advocates have argued for years that financing bottlenecks, zoning barriers, weak 
enforcement, and consolidation patterns may benefit dominant firms.  



• Litigation, SEC actions, shareholder suits, antitrust claims, and regulatory scrutiny 
involving manufactured housing firms are already part of the industry’s documented 
history — not hypothetical future risks.  

• No clear public rebuttal has been identified to the broader thesis that manufactured 
housing underperformance may operate in ways that benefit larger consolidators.  

• If Congress passes reforms intended to boost manufactured housing yet production 
still fails to significantly expand, the risks of additional litigation, regulatory scrutiny, 
investor claims, and political fallout could rise substantially.  

The United States affordable housing crisis has become so severe that bipartisan federal 
lawmakers now appear increasingly willing to embrace reforms once viewed as politically 
difficult. 

That includes manufactured housing. 

The National Housing Conference (NHC) recently praised House passage of a bipartisan 
housing package intended to expand supply and improve affordability. 
https://nhc.org/press-release/nhc-applauds-house-passage-of-bipartisan-housing-
package-to-expand-supply-and-improve-affordability/ 

A Washington, D.C. source told MHProNews that final enactment “could be quick.” 

If enacted, the legislation could: 

• encourage housing production,  

• reduce barriers,  

• modernize programs,  

• and potentially expand manufactured housing opportunities.  

But an increasingly unavoidable question now looms over the manufactured housing 
industry. 

What happens if Congress passes major housing reforms intended to unleash 
manufactured housing growth — yet the industry still significantly underperforms? 

Because concerns involving: 

• antitrust exposure,  

• fiduciary duties,  

• investor disclosures,  



• market manipulation,  

• consolidation,  

• and institutional behavior  

are no longer theoretical. 

They are already reflected in litigation records, SEC actions, federal research, investor 
concerns, public policy debates, and years of documented industry criticism. 

Facts: Manufactured Housing Has Long Been Recognized as a Proven Affordable 
Housing Solution 

Manufactured housing regulated under the federal HUD Code is widely acknowledged as 
one of the nation’s most affordable forms of unsubsidized homeownership. 

Organizations and researchers across ideological lines have made similar points. 

The Urban Institute stated that manufactured housing could help address the affordable 
housing crisis if barriers were reduced. 
https://www.urban.org/urban-wire/manufactured-homes-could-ease-affordable-housing-
crisis 

The Bipartisan Policy Center similarly argued that manufactured housing could play a 
larger role in solving housing shortages. 
https://bipartisanpolicy.org/report/manufactured-housing/ 

The Cato Institute said reducing zoning and regulatory barriers could significantly expand 
manufactured housing’s contribution to affordable housing supply. 
https://www.cato.org/regulation/spring-2024/unleashing-manufactured-housing 

The Minneapolis Federal Reserve published research discussing how manufactured 
housing was historically constrained through what researchers James Schmitz Jr. and 
colleagues described as “sabotage monopoly” tactics. 
https://www.minneapolisfed.org/article/2021/manufactured-housing-and-the-affordable-
housing-crisis 

Congress itself previously enacted laws intended to support manufactured housing, 
including: 

• the Manufactured Housing Improvement Act of 2000,  

• enhanced federal preemption provisions,  

• and Duty to Serve (DTS) mandates involving Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac.  



Yet despite: 

• worsening housing shortages,  

• years of bipartisan support,  

• favorable research,  

• and federal laws intended to support the industry,  

manufactured housing production remains far below historic highs achieved decades ago. 

That contradiction sits at the center of the growing controversy. 

Evidence: A Growing Record Suggests Underperformance May Not Be Merely 
Accidental 

For years, MHARR, MHProNews, MHLivingNews, attorneys, researchers, and housing 
advocates have argued that manufactured housing underperformance may reflect more 
than simple market inefficiency or bureaucratic delay. 

Critics have instead argued that: 

• financing bottlenecks,  

• weak DTS implementation,  

• limited chattel lending support,  

• zoning barriers,  

• weak enforcement of enhanced preemption,  

• and ongoing consolidation  

may operate in ways that benefit dominant firms and institutional investors. 

MHARR repeatedly raised concerns regarding consolidation trends and MHI’s failure to 
aggressively pursue reforms that could significantly expand industry growth. 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/consolidation-of-key-mh-industry-sectors-
ongoing-growing-concern-mhi-hasnt-addressed-because-doing-so-would-implicate-their-
own-members-plus-sunday-weekly-mhville-headlines-recap/ 

Samuel Strommen’s antitrust research paper — first published by MHProNews after 
Strommen provided the research directly to the publication — argued that manufactured 
housing industry conduct may warrant antitrust scrutiny. 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/bombshell-buffett-berkshire-clayton-



homes-21st-vanderbilt-specific-mhi-members-ripped-felony-monopolization-of-the-
american-manufactured-home-industry/ 

Additional legal and policy analyses by MHProNews examined how financing, land 
concentration, consolidation, and institutional investment patterns may distort 
manufactured housing markets. 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/economic-liberties-impact-of-financing-
land-hoarding-consolidation-on-housing-market-including-manufactured-housing-
manufactured-housing-spread-mass-homeownership-by-mass-production 

Research involving multiple attorneys and legal analyses similarly examined why 
manufactured housing may be underperforming during an affordable housing crisis. 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/masthead/true-tale-of-four-attorneys-
research-into-manufactured-housing-what-they-reveal-about-why-manufactured-homes-
are-underperforming-during-an-affordable-housing-crisis-facts-and-analysis 

Additional MHProNews reporting examined possible liability implications tied to 
institutional investment, consolidation, and market conduct. 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/notice-of-potential-liability-institutional-
agendas-distort-markets-to-detriment-of-consumers-examined-in-mashup-with-50-
states-plus-d-c-and-pr-manufactured-housing-shipment-data-fea 

Litigation, SEC Actions, and Antitrust Cases Are Already Part of the Industry 
Landscape 

Importantly, concerns involving litigation and regulatory scrutiny are not speculative future 
possibilities. 

They already exist. 

Cavco Industries previously faced: 

• SEC investigations,  

• shareholder litigation,  

• settlements,  

• and leadership changes  

during the tenure of former chairman and CEO Joseph “Joe” Stegmayer. 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/cavco-industries-inc-cvco-announces-
settlement-with-sec-on-joe-stegmayer-related-issues-manufactured-housing-investing-
stock-updates/ 



Meanwhile, multiple Manufactured Housing Institute (MHI) member firms are defendants 
in national antitrust litigation involving manufactured housing community operators and 
pricing practices. 

MHProNews reported that 8 of the 11 firms in that antitrust litigation were MHI members. 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/mhi-member-equity-lifestyle-properties-
els-sun-communities-lifestory-yes-communities-datacomp-rhp-properties-cavco-linked-
manufactured-housing-antitrust-case-update/ 

Court filings reportedly indicate that Murex Properties reached a settlement agreement 
receiving preliminary approval and agreed to cooperate with plaintiffs, including providing 
evidence and testimony potentially relevant to claims against remaining defendants. 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/murex-properties-settlement-
manufactured-housing-antitrust-litigation-update/ 

Those facts matter because they establish that: 

• regulators,  

• shareholders,  

• plaintiffs’ attorneys,  

• and courts  

are already scrutinizing aspects of manufactured housing industry conduct. 

Analysis: It Is Increasingly Difficult to Argue Industry Leaders Were Unaware of These 
Concerns 

One of the weakest counterarguments to the consolidation-and-underperformance thesis 
is the notion that MHI or major corporate brands were somehow unaware of the criticisms, 
evidence, or legal theories involved. 

The record increasingly suggests the opposite. 

MHI leaders and major firms have: 

• publicly rebutted selected criticisms,  

• monitored industry coverage,  

• engaged attorneys,  

• responded to narrower reputational concerns,  

• and participated in public policy forums where these issues were repeatedly raised.  



Attorney David Goch publicly stated that MHI actively monitors “untrue and disparaging 
statements.” 

MHProNews also documented repeated outreach and invitations for rebuttal or comment 
directed toward: 

• MHI leadership,  

• Cavco executives,  

• Clayton Homes personnel,  

• attorneys,  

• investor relations contacts,  

• and other corporate figures.  

For the better part of two years, Patch articles by Tony Kovach were reportedly picked up as 
news items that generated Google Alerts tied to MHI and/or several member brands. 
https://patch.com/users/tony-kovach/articles 

That matters because publicly traded firms and trade associations routinely monitor: 

• litigation risks,  

• regulatory developments,  

• investor concerns,  

• media coverage,  

• and public criticism  

as part of ordinary corporate governance and fiduciary practice. 

Thus, the growing issue may no longer be whether industry leaders knew about these 
concerns. 

The more important question may become: 
What did they know, when did they know it, and how did they respond? 

What Happens if Congress Passes Reform Yet Manufactured Housing Still Stalls? 

That may become the defining issue for the industry over the next several years. 

If Congress passes reforms intended to: 

• expand manufactured housing production,  



• improve financing access,  

• modernize housing policy,  

• and reduce zoning barriers,  

yet the industry still fails to significantly expand production, several consequences may 
follow. 

Potential consequences could include: 

• intensified antitrust scrutiny,  

• additional shareholder litigation,  

• enhanced SEC or FHFA attention,  

• deeper scrutiny of institutional investors,  

• renewed calls for aggressive federal preemption enforcement,  

• and broader political inquiries into whether industry underperformance has 
functionally benefited dominant consolidators.  

The longer the disconnect persists between: 

• acknowledged affordable housing demand,  

• favorable public policy,  

• and actual production outcomes,  

the harder it may become to dismiss the concerns raised for years by MHARR, researchers, 
attorneys, MHProNews, MHLivingNews, and other critics of the industry’s status quo. 

 

ChatGPT, same request, but this arguable needs refining: "If enacted, the legislation 
could..." First that should say "advocates claim the pending legislation could..." Next, the 
Senate's own brief 
https://www.banking.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/road_myth_vs_fact.pdf clearly stated that 
zoning will remain a local issue. That is like saying nothing will change. That is part of the 
point of Scott Susin's research. Re-run your response with those facts in mind and the 
same proposed headline in mind. 



 

What Happens if Congress Passes Housing Reform Yet Manufactured Home Industry 
Growth Stalled? Will Govt-Shareholders-Affordable Housing Seekers-Residents Sue 
MHI Corps-Institutional Investors? FEA 

Google AI Overview Friendly Key Takeaways 

• Bipartisan housing legislation moving through Congress could impact manufactured 
housing financing, federal programs, and affordable housing policy — but even 
Senate supporters acknowledge zoning largely remains a local issue.  

• Manufactured housing is widely recognized as a proven source of affordable 
homeownership, yet industry production remains historically underperforming 
despite favorable laws, growing demand, and decades of bipartisan praise.  

• Researchers, MHARR, MHProNews, MHLivingNews, attorneys, and federal 
researchers have argued for years that financing bottlenecks, zoning barriers, weak 
enforcement, and consolidation patterns may benefit dominant firms.  

• Litigation, SEC actions, shareholder suits, antitrust cases, and regulatory scrutiny 
involving manufactured housing firms are already part of the industry’s documented 
history.  

• No clear public rebuttal has been identified to the broader thesis that manufactured 
housing underperformance may operate in ways that benefit larger consolidators.  

• If Congress passes reforms marketed as solutions yet manufactured housing 
production still fails to significantly expand, legal, political, fiduciary, and antitrust 
scrutiny could intensify.  

Congress may be approaching one of the most consequential housing reform moments in 
years. 

The National Housing Conference (NHC) recently praised House passage of a bipartisan 
housing package intended to expand supply and improve affordability. 
https://nhc.org/press-release/nhc-applauds-house-passage-of-bipartisan-housing-
package-to-expand-supply-and-improve-affordability/ 

A Washington, D.C. source told MHProNews that enactment “could be quick.” 

Advocates claim the pending legislation could: 



• encourage housing production,  

• modernize housing programs,  

• improve financing mechanisms,  

• and support affordable housing development.  

But even Senate supporters of the legislation acknowledged limits to what the package 
may actually accomplish regarding zoning barriers. 

The Senate Banking Committee’s own “Myth vs. Fact” summary explicitly stated that 
zoning authority would remain primarily a local issue. 
https://www.banking.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/road_myth_vs_fact.pdf 

That caveat may prove highly significant. 

Because critics of the manufactured housing industry’s status quo have argued for years 
that local zoning exclusion remains one of the central bottlenecks suppressing broader 
manufactured housing adoption. 

If zoning barriers remain largely intact, some analysts argue the legislation could produce 
far less manufactured housing growth than supporters anticipate. 

That concern aligns with research highlighted by MHProNews involving commentary by 
Scott Susin, who noted that several states since 2024 adopted reforms intended to require 
or encourage local governments to permit HUD Code manufactured homes where 
conventional housing is allowed — yet evidence that prior reforms materially changed 
outcomes remains limited. 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/scott-susin-cma-since-2024-5-states-
passed-laws-requiring-cities-allow-manufactured-homes-wherever-traditional-homes-
permitted-no-evidence-earlier-such-reforms-worked-fha-chattel-mh/ 

That raises an increasingly unavoidable question. 

What happens if Congress passes major housing reforms intended to support affordable 
housing and manufactured housing growth — yet the industry still significantly 
underperforms? 

Because concerns involving: 

• antitrust exposure,  

• fiduciary duties,  

• investor disclosures,  



• consolidation,  

• institutional investor behavior,  

• financing restrictions,  

• and regulatory failures  

are no longer hypothetical. 

They are already reflected in litigation records, SEC actions, shareholder lawsuits, federal 
research, policy debates, and years of documented criticism. 

Facts: Manufactured Housing Is Widely Praised — Yet Production Remains Historically 
Weak 

Manufactured housing regulated under the federal HUD Code is broadly recognized as one 
of the nation’s most affordable forms of unsubsidized homeownership. 

Researchers and organizations across ideological lines have repeatedly acknowledged that 
reality. 

The Urban Institute stated that manufactured housing could help ease the affordable 
housing crisis if barriers were reduced. 
https://www.urban.org/urban-wire/manufactured-homes-could-ease-affordable-housing-
crisis 

The Bipartisan Policy Center similarly argued that manufactured housing could play a 
larger role in addressing housing shortages. 
https://bipartisanpolicy.org/report/manufactured-housing/ 

The Cato Institute said reducing zoning and regulatory barriers could significantly expand 
manufactured housing supply. 
https://www.cato.org/regulation/spring-2024/unleashing-manufactured-housing 

The Minneapolis Federal Reserve published research discussing how manufactured 
housing was historically constrained through what researchers James Schmitz Jr. and 
colleagues described as “sabotage monopoly” tactics. 
https://www.minneapolisfed.org/article/2021/manufactured-housing-and-the-affordable-
housing-crisis 

Congress previously enacted laws intended to support manufactured housing, including: 

• the Manufactured Housing Improvement Act of 2000,  

• enhanced federal preemption provisions,  



• and Duty to Serve mandates involving Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac.  

Yet despite: 

• worsening affordable housing shortages,  

• favorable federal laws,  

• years of bipartisan praise,  

• and acknowledged affordability advantages,  

manufactured housing production remains dramatically below historic highs achieved 
decades ago. 

That contradiction sits at the center of the growing controversy. 

Evidence: The Record Supporting the Consolidation-and-Underperformance Thesis 
Continues to Grow 

MHARR, MHProNews, MHLivingNews, researchers, and attorneys have argued for years 
that manufactured housing underperformance may reflect more than market inefficiency 
or bureaucratic inertia. 

Critics instead argue that: 

• financing bottlenecks,  

• weak DTS implementation,  

• limited chattel lending support,  

• zoning barriers,  

• weak enforcement of enhanced federal preemption,  

• and ongoing consolidation  

may operate in ways that benefit dominant firms and institutional investors. 

MHARR repeatedly raised concerns regarding consolidation trends and MHI’s alleged 
failure to aggressively pursue reforms that could significantly expand industry growth. 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/consolidation-of-key-mh-industry-sectors-
ongoing-growing-concern-mhi-hasnt-addressed-because-doing-so-would-implicate-their-
own-members-plus-sunday-weekly-mhville-headlines-recap/ 

Samuel Strommen’s antitrust research paper — first published by MHProNews after 
Strommen provided the research directly to the publication — argued that manufactured 



housing industry conduct may warrant antitrust scrutiny. 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/bombshell-buffett-berkshire-clayton-
homes-21st-vanderbilt-specific-mhi-members-ripped-felony-monopolization-of-the-
american-manufactured-home-industry/ 

Additional MHProNews reporting examined how financing, land concentration, 
consolidation, and institutional investment patterns may distort manufactured housing 
markets. 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/economic-liberties-impact-of-financing-
land-hoarding-consolidation-on-housing-market-including-manufactured-housing-
manufactured-housing-spread-mass-homeownership-by-mass-production 

Additional legal and policy analyses involving multiple attorneys examined why 
manufactured housing may be underperforming during an affordable housing crisis. 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/masthead/true-tale-of-four-attorneys-
research-into-manufactured-housing-what-they-reveal-about-why-manufactured-homes-
are-underperforming-during-an-affordable-housing-crisis-facts-and-analysis 

Litigation, SEC Actions, and Antitrust Cases Are Already Part of the Industry 
Landscape 

Importantly, concerns involving litigation and regulatory scrutiny are not speculative future 
possibilities. 

They already exist. 

Cavco Industries previously faced: 

• SEC investigations,  

• shareholder litigation,  

• settlements,  

• and leadership changes  

during the tenure of former chairman and CEO Joseph “Joe” Stegmayer. 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/cavco-industries-inc-cvco-announces-
settlement-with-sec-on-joe-stegmayer-related-issues-manufactured-housing-investing-
stock-updates/ 

Meanwhile, multiple Manufactured Housing Institute (MHI) member firms are defendants 
in national antitrust litigation involving manufactured housing community operators and 
pricing practices. 



MHProNews reported that 8 of the 11 firms in that antitrust litigation were MHI members. 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/mhi-member-equity-lifestyle-properties-
els-sun-communities-lifestory-yes-communities-datacomp-rhp-properties-cavco-linked-
manufactured-housing-antitrust-case-update/ 

Court filings reportedly indicate that Murex Properties reached a settlement agreement 
receiving preliminary approval and agreed to cooperate with plaintiffs, including providing 
evidence and testimony potentially relevant to claims against remaining defendants. 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/murex-properties-settlement-
manufactured-housing-antitrust-litigation-update/ 

Those are documented legal developments, not speculative theories. 

Analysis: It Is Increasingly Difficult to Argue Industry Leaders Were Unaware of These 
Concerns 

One of the weakest counterarguments to the consolidation-and-underperformance thesis 
is the notion that MHI or major corporate brands were somehow unaware of these 
criticisms or legal concerns. 

The record increasingly suggests the opposite. 

MHI leaders and major firms have: 

• publicly rebutted selected criticisms,  

• monitored industry coverage,  

• engaged attorneys,  

• responded to narrower reputational concerns,  

• and participated in policy forums where these concerns were repeatedly raised.  

Attorney David Goch publicly stated that MHI actively monitors “untrue and disparaging 
statements.” 

MHProNews also documented repeated outreach and invitations for rebuttal directed 
toward: 

• MHI leadership,  

• Cavco executives,  

• Clayton Homes personnel,  

• attorneys,  



• investor relations contacts,  

• and other corporate figures.  

For the better part of two years, Patch articles by Tony Kovach reportedly generated Google 
Alerts tied to MHI and/or member brands. 
https://patch.com/users/tony-kovach/articles 

That matters because publicly traded firms and trade associations routinely monitor: 

• litigation risks,  

• investor concerns,  

• public criticism,  

• media coverage,  

• and regulatory exposure  

as part of standard fiduciary and governance practices. 

Thus, the growing issue may no longer be whether industry leaders knew about these 
concerns. 

The more significant question may increasingly become: 
What did they know, when did they know it, and how did they respond? 

What Happens if Congress Passes Reform Yet Manufactured Housing Still Fails to 
Significantly Expand? 

That may become the defining issue facing the industry. 

Because if Congress enacts reforms promoted as tools to expand affordable housing and 
manufactured housing production — yet zoning barriers remain largely local and 
production growth still stalls — then the disconnect between policy promises and 
measurable outcomes may become increasingly difficult to explain away. 

Potential consequences could include: 

• intensified antitrust scrutiny,  

• additional shareholder litigation,  

• renewed SEC or FHFA attention,  

• deeper examination of institutional investor conduct,  



• stronger calls for aggressive federal preemption enforcement,  

• and broader political inquiries into whether manufactured housing 
underperformance has functionally benefited dominant consolidators.  

The longer the disconnect persists between: 

• acknowledged affordable housing demand,  

• favorable public policy,  

• and actual production outcomes,  

the harder it may become to dismiss the concerns raised for years by MHARR, researchers, 
attorneys, MHProNews, MHLivingNews, and other critics of the manufactured housing 
industry’s status quo. 
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locally, not in Washington." That is a policy choice and MHI explicitly and publicly backed 
the emerging bill, as has Clayton Homes (BRK), Champion Homes (SKY), and Cavco 
Industries (CVCO). https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/compare-cavco-
industries-ceo-bill-boor-remarks-to-cnbc-vs-cvco-ir-pitch-closer-look-at-manufactured-
housing-institute-mhi-letter-of-support-21st-century-road-to-housing-act-mhville-fea 
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have soared, yet manufactured housing - a necessity for tens of millions of Americans - has 
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• Bipartisan housing legislation advancing in Congress has been publicly supported 
by the Manufactured Housing Institute (MHI), Clayton Homes, Champion Homes, 
Cavco Industries, and other major industry players.  

• Yet the Senate Banking Committee explicitly stated that the legislation “does not 
preempt local or state zoning” because Chairman Tim Scott believes zoning 
decisions “are best made locally, not in Washington.”  

• That policy choice is significant because zoning exclusion has long been identified 
by researchers, MHARR, MHProNews, MHLivingNews, and others as one of the key 
bottlenecks suppressing manufactured housing growth.  

• Manufactured housing is widely recognized as a proven affordable housing solution, 
but production remains dramatically below historic norms despite worsening 
housing shortages.  

• Litigation, SEC actions, shareholder lawsuits, antitrust claims, and regulatory 
scrutiny involving MHI member firms are already part of the industry’s documented 
history.  

• No clear public rebuttal has been identified to the broader thesis that manufactured 
housing underperformance may benefit dominant consolidators through financing, 
zoning, regulatory, and consolidation dynamics.  

Congress may be approaching one of the most consequential housing policy moments in 
years. 

The National Housing Conference (NHC) recently praised House passage of a bipartisan 
housing package intended to expand housing supply and improve affordability. 
https://nhc.org/press-release/nhc-applauds-house-passage-of-bipartisan-housing-
package-to-expand-supply-and-improve-affordability/ 

A Washington, D.C. source told MHProNews enactment “could be quick.” 

Manufactured housing advocates and industry leaders have publicly backed the emerging 
legislation. 

But a closer examination of the record reveals a potentially troubling contradiction. 



Because while supporters claim the legislation could help expand affordable housing 
supply, the Senate Banking Committee itself explicitly acknowledged that the bill 
deliberately avoids overriding local zoning barriers. 

The Senate Banking Committee’s own “Myth vs. Fact” document stated: 

“By design, the 21st Century ROAD to Housing Act does not preempt local or state zoning.” 

The document continued: 

“Chairman Scott believes zoning decisions are best made locally, not in Washington.” 

https://www.banking.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/road_myth_vs_fact.pdf 

That statement is not a minor caveat. 

It is a deliberate policy choice. 

And that policy choice may become critically important if manufactured housing 
production continues to underperform even after federal reforms are enacted. 

Because zoning exclusion has long been identified as one of the central barriers 
suppressing manufactured housing expansion. 

Facts: Manufactured Housing Is Praised Across the Spectrum — Yet Production 
Continues to Lag 

Manufactured housing regulated under the federal HUD Code remains one of the nation’s 
most affordable forms of unsubsidized homeownership. 

Researchers and organizations from across the political spectrum have repeatedly 
acknowledged that reality. 

The Urban Institute stated that manufactured housing could help ease the affordable 
housing crisis if barriers were reduced. 
https://www.urban.org/urban-wire/manufactured-homes-could-ease-affordable-housing-
crisis 

The Bipartisan Policy Center similarly argued that manufactured housing could play a 
larger role in solving housing shortages. 
https://bipartisanpolicy.org/report/manufactured-housing/ 

The Cato Institute said reducing zoning and regulatory barriers could significantly expand 
manufactured housing supply. 
https://www.cato.org/regulation/spring-2024/unleashing-manufactured-housing 



The Minneapolis Federal Reserve published research discussing how manufactured 
housing was historically constrained through what researchers James Schmitz Jr. and 
colleagues described as “sabotage monopoly” tactics. 
https://www.minneapolisfed.org/article/2021/manufactured-housing-and-the-affordable-
housing-crisis 

Meanwhile, RV production and sales have dramatically outperformed manufactured 
housing in recent decades despite RVs being discretionary consumer purchases while 
affordable housing is an essential need. 

MHProNews and HousingWire analyses highlighted that contrast while questioning why 
manufactured housing production has remained comparatively weak despite the 
affordable housing crisis. 
https://www.housingwire.com/articles/road-act-manufactured-housing/ 

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/compare-cavco-industries-ceo-bill-boor-
remarks-to-cnbc-vs-cvco-ir-pitch-closer-look-at-manufactured-housing-institute-mhi-
letter-of-support-21st-century-road-to-housing-act-mhville-fea 

Congress previously enacted laws intended to support manufactured housing, including: 

• the Manufactured Housing Improvement Act of 2000,  

• enhanced federal preemption provisions,  

• and Duty to Serve mandates involving Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac.  

Yet despite: 

• worsening affordable housing shortages,  

• favorable federal laws,  

• bipartisan praise,  

• and acknowledged affordability advantages,  

manufactured housing production remains dramatically below historic highs achieved 
decades ago. 

That contradiction increasingly demands explanation. 

Evidence: Critics Argue the System May Be Functioning as Designed 



MHARR, MHProNews, MHLivingNews, researchers, attorneys, and housing advocates have 
argued for years that manufactured housing underperformance may not merely reflect 
policy failure or bureaucratic inefficiency. 

Critics instead argue that: 

• zoning exclusion,  

• weak enforcement of enhanced federal preemption,  

• limited DTS/chattel lending support,  

• financing bottlenecks,  

• consolidation,  

• and selective advocacy failures  

may operate in ways that benefit dominant firms and institutional investors. 

Importantly, the Senate Banking Committee’s explicit decision not to preempt local zoning 
arguably reinforces those concerns. 

Because if zoning barriers are widely recognized as central obstacles to manufactured 
housing growth, yet legislation supported by MHI and major member firms deliberately 
leaves local zoning authority untouched, critics may reasonably ask whether the legislation 
was structured in ways unlikely to produce the dramatic growth often publicly implied. 

That concern aligns with research highlighted by MHProNews involving commentary by 
Scott Susin, who noted that several states since 2024 adopted zoning reforms intended to 
allow manufactured homes where conventional housing is permitted — yet evidence that 
earlier reforms materially changed outcomes remains limited. 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/scott-susin-cma-since-2024-5-states-
passed-laws-requiring-cities-allow-manufactured-homes-wherever-traditional-homes-
permitted-no-evidence-earlier-such-reforms-worked-fha-chattel-mh/ 

MHARR repeatedly raised concerns regarding consolidation trends and MHI’s alleged 
failure to aggressively pursue reforms that could significantly expand industry growth. 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/consolidation-of-key-mh-industry-sectors-
ongoing-growing-concern-mhi-hasnt-addressed-because-doing-so-would-implicate-their-
own-members-plus-sunday-weekly-mhville-headlines-recap/ 

Samuel Strommen’s antitrust research paper — first published by MHProNews after 
Strommen provided the research directly to the publication — argued that manufactured 
housing industry conduct may warrant antitrust scrutiny. 



https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/bombshell-buffett-berkshire-clayton-
homes-21st-vanderbilt-specific-mhi-members-ripped-felony-monopolization-of-the-
american-manufactured-home-industry/ 

Additional MHProNews reporting examined how financing, land concentration, 
consolidation, and institutional investment patterns may distort manufactured housing 
markets. 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/economic-liberties-impact-of-financing-
land-hoarding-consolidation-on-housing-market-including-manufactured-housing-
manufactured-housing-spread-mass-homeownership-by-mass-production 

Litigation, SEC Actions, and Antitrust Cases Are Already Part of the Industry Record 

Concerns involving legal exposure are no longer hypothetical. 

They already exist. 

Cavco Industries previously faced: 

• SEC investigations,  

• shareholder litigation,  

• settlements,  

• and leadership changes  

during the tenure of former chairman and CEO Joseph “Joe” Stegmayer. 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/cavco-industries-inc-cvco-announces-
settlement-with-sec-on-joe-stegmayer-related-issues-manufactured-housing-investing-
stock-updates/ 

Meanwhile, multiple MHI member firms are defendants in national antitrust litigation 
involving manufactured housing community operators and pricing practices. 

MHProNews reported that 8 of the 11 firms in that litigation were MHI members. 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/mhi-member-equity-lifestyle-properties-
els-sun-communities-lifestory-yes-communities-datacomp-rhp-properties-cavco-linked-
manufactured-housing-antitrust-case-update/ 

Court filings reportedly indicate that Murex Properties reached a settlement agreement 
receiving preliminary approval and agreed to cooperate with plaintiffs, including providing 
evidence and testimony potentially relevant to claims against remaining defendants. 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/murex-properties-settlement-
manufactured-housing-antitrust-litigation-update/ 



Those are documented legal developments — not speculative theories. 

Analysis: The Core Thesis Has Not Been Publicly Rebutted 

One of the more striking aspects of this debate is not simply the growing body of criticism. 

It is the absence of a direct public rebuttal to the broader consolidation-and-
underperformance thesis itself. 

MHI leaders and major firms have demonstrated that they are fully capable of rapid public 
response when they choose to engage critics. 

Examples include: 

• Clayton Homes rebutting Seattle Times reporting,  

• Lesli Gooch publicly disputing Doug Ryan’s criticisms,  

• Gooch responding regarding Schmitz/Ohanian framing,  

• and attorney David Goch stating that MHI actively monitors “untrue and disparaging 
statements.”  

MHProNews has also documented repeated outreach and invitations for comment 
directed toward: 

• MHI leadership,  

• Cavco executives,  

• Clayton Homes personnel,  

• investor relations staff,  

• attorneys,  

• and other corporate representatives.  

Yet despite years of: 

• articles,  

• legal analyses,  

• FHFA testimony,  

• antitrust-style critiques,  

• documented evidence,  



• litigation developments,  

• and repeated invitations for rebuttal,  

no clear public rebuttal has been identified addressing the broader thesis advanced by: 

• MHARR,  

• MHProNews,  

• MHLivingNews,  

• James Schmitz Jr.,  

• Lee Ohanian,  

• Samuel Strommen,  

• Doug Ryan,  

• and others  

that manufactured housing underperformance, financing restrictions, zoning barriers, 
weak federal enforcement, and consolidation dynamics may operate in ways that benefit 
dominant firms. 

That distinction matters. 

Because if Congress passes reforms promoted as solutions to the affordable housing crisis 
— while deliberately leaving zoning barriers largely untouched — and manufactured 
housing production still fails to significantly expand, the legal, political, regulatory, and 
fiduciary consequences could intensify substantially. 

And the longer the disconnect persists between: 

• acknowledged affordable housing demand,  

• favorable federal policy,  

• and actual production outcomes,  

the more difficult it may become to dismiss the concerns raised for years by MHARR, 
researchers, attorneys, MHProNews, MHLivingNews, and other critics of the manufactured 
housing industry’s status quo. 



 

ChatGPT, create a featured image to illustrate this planned report. The image should have 
the headline proposed, "What Happens if Congress Passes Housing Reform Yet 
Manufactured Home Industry Growth Stalled? Will Govt-Shareholders-Affordable Housing 
Seekers-Residents Sue MHI-Corps-Institutional Investors? FEA" and should be at least 
600x315 pixels. It can be larger but should reduce to that size. The image should have an 
image of the Congressional dome, a judge's gavel, legal scales, at least one or two 
manufactured homes in a residential setting, and people of diverse backgrounds clamoring 
for affordable housing, and retail investors demanding promised results. Go.

 

 


