
Pre-publication draft for submission to third-party artificial intelligence (AI) for facts-
evidence-analysis (FEA) check for a developing report on MHProNews. 

When Marty’s Right He’s Really Right. Behind the Curtain of Martin ‘Marty’ Lavin and 
MHVille Lavinisms - Longtime Finance-Attorney-Community Operator and 
Manufactured Housing Pundit-FEA 

Over the years, MHProNews has interviewed, received comments from, or solicited the 
thoughts from Martin "Marty" Lavin, J.D. Lavin made a good living in the manufactured 
housing industry. He earned good money from other endeavors as well. Lavin has jested 
that he was glad that he didn't have to make his living as an attorney, but his legal insights 
and the discipline of learning and knowing the law are apparent. Retired for some time, like 
many in MHVille, Lavin has apparently not lost his taste or interest in manufactured 
housing. Lavin is among those who periodically sends a tip, a message, or a quip that ought 
to be turned into a quotable quote. Among his more recent remarks: "I was touched by 
reports of Doug Gorman's death. A lovely man of exception intelligence and talent. A 
real leader in MHI, which regrettably is not blessed with the best talent. You did it well, 
Doug." On a hot-button topic, Lavin said: "Private equity firms are snapping up mobile 
home parks − and driving out the residents who can least afford to lose them 
https://share.google/wIv8mK9bRfEKNzrik" "I'm sure you have seen. Old news to us but 
not to most, except for the residents in the affected parks. Sad." Lavin sent a different 
message (off the record) on a well-known firm not in the community sector, but with a 
similar tone. For years, Lavin published his own website/newsletter, which according to a 
well-placed source, would periodically attract the attention of one Warren Buffett. It should 
be noted that his wife "Pat" was long at his side in the days when they were involved in 
manufactured home lending. It is no secret that the Lavins winter near Miami on their 72' 
luxury Italian made cruiser. They summer in their 3-story home in a nice neighborhood 
Burlington, VT. Our family and his have broken bread several times over the years while 
discussing life, liberty, and manufactured housing in both locations.  

1. It was Lavin who suggested the topic of the drama surrounding Li'l Abner Mobile Home 
Park. That it was Lavin's nudge doesn't imply that he necessarily embraced how 
MHProNews reported on the subject. Lavin seems to grasp and respect the right of a 
publication and publisher to follow their First Amendment rights and editorial instincts. He 
appears to see the value of spotlighting a specific topic.  
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https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/ongoing-tragedies-at-lil-abner-mobile-
home-park-explored-most-comprehensive-reporting-by-manufactured-home-pro-news-
mhpronews-com-unpacked-problematic-vs-ethical-companies/[/caption] 

  

2. For those too young to recall, Li'l Abner was a popular comic series some years ago. 
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MHProNews Note: depending on your browser or device, many images in this report can be 
clicked to expand. For example, in some browsers/devices you click the image and select 
'open in a new window.' After clicking that selection, you click the image in the open window 
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Some of the mainstream headlines that drew Marty's interest. 

• Even Mobile-Home Prices Keep Rising - The New York Times 

• Soldotna mobile home evictions leave tenants with few options 

• Vermont is desperate for new homes. Is it time to build them in factories? - 
VTDigger 

• Housing crisis: Mobile home prices soar faster than single-family homes | 
Fortune 



• Mobile home residents receive eviction letters despite damage from hurricane 

  

• Concord Monitor - ‘It's borderline criminal’ – Manufactured housing was an 
affordable homeownership option. Now, investor-owned parks are pricing 
residents out 

  

Said Lavin about the item above: "Can't say I entirely disagree." 

3. Each of these illustrate a point previously reported by MHProNews. Namely, :the 
manufactured housing industry's other image campaign." 
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/marty-lavin-lashes-the-manufactured-
housing-institutes-mhi-latest-initiative/ [/caption] 

  

4. Lavin was praised for some years about his thinking on manufactured home lending. In 
time, he was awarded with the Manufactured Housing Institute (MHI) lifetime achievement 
award, the Tataro Award. At some point after his remark below, Lavin's name was 
apparently removed from the MHI website. 
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5. For better and for worse, there are times MHProNews has asked Lavin to weigh in on this 
or that topic and Lavin has taken a pass. As an attorney who has had the pragmatic 
experience of dealing with retailers, finance companies, and operating his own land-lease 
communities, Lavin's takes which span essentially the lifespan of HUD Code 
manufactured housing ought to be of interest. 
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6. 
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 It 
is not only MHProNews, but past and present MHI members that have accused the trade 
group of treacherous behavior that favors the few instead of the interests of consumers and 
the many. https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/witchs-brew-of-predatory-
practices-longtime-mhi-member-attorney-marty-lavin-rips-manufactured-housing-
institute-exposes-duty-to-serve-financing-stonewall/[/caption][caption 
id="attachment_129116" align="aligncenter" width="630"]

 
"You get more of what you encourage, and less of what you discourage." - Marty Lavin, 
J.D.[/caption][caption id="attachment_136418" align="aligncenter" width="600"]
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This is arguably a nuanced remark, with Marty Lavin observing that HUD Code 
manufactured housing often being discriminated against by local jurisdictions. 
[/caption][caption id="attachment_136237" align="aligncenter" width="500"]

 For insights on 
manufactured housing industry consolidation, see the consolidated graphic linked here. 
[/caption][caption id="attachment_153959" align="aligncenter" width="600"]
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/marty-lavin-modular-builders-and-
manufactured-housing-institute-on-covid19-coronavirus-disaster-impacts-and-
plans/[/caption] 

  

Because nature abhors a vacuum, it should be no surprise that in areas where developing 
and construction costs are more moderated, site builders have made the effort to compete 
with modular and HUD Code manufactured homes.  In an area near this office, where 
zoning/development is not anti-manufactured housing, MHProNews observed 6 site-built 
houses produced or under construction to 3 manufactured homes, even though the 
conventional houses are significantly higher in price per square foot. That's a warning to the 
industry that doesn't seem to cause MHI leadership to do anything other than look in 
another direction or attempt to distract from the production details. 
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shipment-data-for-all-50-states-plus-washington-d-c-facts-key-performance-indicators-
kpis-more-facts-road-act-backers-must-consider-others-missed-fea/[/caption] 

  

7. Lavin has reportedly from time to time done expert witness work for litigants. If Lavin 
were trying to 'market himself' in that realm, he would weigh in publicly more often. But 
Lavin seems quite content to observe, periodically share, and from time-to-time share a 
lament or shrug that manufactured housing industry 'leaders' are allowing the industry to 
stagnate at such a relatively low production level. One might muse that ethics are lacking 
in some segments of the industry and that lack of concern, which Lavin and Chris Stinebert 
both alluded to and/or spoke to was allowed to take center stage in MHVille. Perhaps it is 
no surprise that both Stinebert and Lavin have been dropped into the MHI "memory hole," 
apparently for suggesting that ethics or organic growth should matter? 
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/2-former-manufactured-housing-institute-
presidents-ceos-claims-undermine-arlington-va-based-manufactured-home-assoc-
narrative-what-chris-stinebert-richard-dick-jennison-said-rv-vs/ [/caption] 

  

This remark paraphrased below should not be attributed to Lavin, but it reflects that at least 
some who are or where in the MHI orbit don't like what they are seeing out of the Arlington, 
VA based trade group in recent years. 
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/since-loss-of-stinebert-at-manufactured-
housing-institute-mhi-empowered-f-cking-greedy-selfish-leaders-of-companies-to-make-
mhi-a-tool-for-themselves-plus-mhville-markets-update/ [/caption] 

Lavin said he didn't expect much to occur from the CrossMods program. He hasn't been 
wrong. 

  

8. 
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