
 

What does clickondetroit and/or graham media group have as standards for journalistic 
accuracy and for any stated commitment to SPJ Code of ethics style standards or 
commitment to make corrections in a timely fashion? 

 

 

ClickOnDetroit (WDIV-TV), owned by Graham Media Group, maintains a commitment to 
high journalistic standards, emphasizing accuracy, fact-checking, and accountability, 
particularly through its "Trust Index" reporting, which veriƱes claims during elections. The 
group emphasizes that fact-checking is part of its core identity and that corrections are to 
be made promptly, treating online and on-air news with rigorous standards.  

Journalistic Accuracy and Ethics 

• Trust Index Reporting: Graham Media Group stations (including ClickOnDetroit) 
launched the Trust Index, a dedicated reporting system designed to combat 
misinformation and verify the accuracy of claims made by politicians and 
community news. 

• VeriƱcation Processes: The company mandates strict veriƱcation of facts, Ʊgures, 
and quotes before publication, particularly for content on ClickOnDetroit and social 
media platforms. 

• Ethical Standards: While not explicitly citing the Society of Professional Journalists 
(SPJ) Code of Ethics in the search results, Graham Media Group's internal practices 
align with SPJ standards, focusing on "truthfulness, accuracy, fact-based 
communications, independence, fairness, and accountability". 

• Independent Journalism: The group emphasizes that its duty is to the public, not 
advertisers, and aims for an impartial, non-partisan approach in covering politics 
and contentious topics.  

Corrections and Accountability 

• Prompt Corrections: Graham Media Group stations are committed to correcting 
errors quickly and clearly, both in on-air broadcasts and online on 
ClickOnDetroit.com. 

https://www.google.com/search?q=Trust+Index&rlz=1C1HKFL_enUS1196US1197&oq=what+does+clickondetroit+and%2For+graham+media+group+have+as+standards+for+journalistic+accuracy+and+for+any+stated+commitment+to+SPJ+Code+of+ethics+style+standards+or+commitment+to+make+corrections+in+a+timely+fashion%3F&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRiPAjIHCAIQIRiPAtIBCTU1NDAwajBqNKgCA7ACAfEFvSPy4I1c9VU&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&ved=2ahUKEwiOyIXPv7iTAxVNLkQIHTjTNHUQgK4QegQIARAB


• Transparency: When signiƱcant errors are corrected, they are typically 
acknowledged on the story page to maintain transparency with the audience. 

• Social Media Accuracy: StaƯ are instructed to correct errant information on social 
media immediately, either by editing or posting a corrected follow-up, ensuring the 
public receives updated information. 

• No Unpublishing Rule: As a standard practice for accountability, the company 
typically does not unpublish accurate, published stories, but rather updates them 
with necessary corrections and context.  

 


