
Be it Kimber White, president of the National Association of Mortgage Brokers (NAMB) and 
his quoted remarks, or the statements quoted from John Berlau, senior fellow and Director 
of Finance Policy at the Competitive Enterprise Institute, (CEI) both might be described as 
accurate quotes but incomplete information about the aƯordable housing crisis. Each 
seems open to the role that HUD Code manufactured housing can and ought to play, 
correct? But doesn’t each miss the obvious point that existing law could be enforced, that 
doing so would actually be in line with their respective broader points, and that at least part 
of the logic smartest steps based on 21st century experience is to adopt the MHARR 
amendments, is that statement, fair, accurate, and supported by years of evidence and 
logic? 

Pre-publication draft for submission to third-party artiƱcial intelligence (AI) for facts-
evidence-analysis (FEA) check for a developing report on MHProNews. 

NAMB Kimber White-‘We're Not Putting Much into AƯordable Housing Bills.’ CEI John 
Berlau-‘Politicians Should Oppose Socialist Ownership Limits-Embrace Free-Market.’ 
Sunday Headlines Recap FEA 

As time ticks on more voices are emerging that say in their own words that the Housing for 
the 21st Century Act and the ROAD to Housing Act won’t do what their supporters are 
claiming. For example: “Being up on the Hill, the Housing for the 21st Century Act deals 
more with construction, and more with builders and regulations,” Kimber White, president 
of the National Association of Mortgage Brokers (NAMB), told Mortgage Professional 
America. “It really doesn't have a lot for the consumer or the borrower on the aƯordability 
side. The ROAD to Housing Act has a little more of that. We're saying that we want to do 
aƯordable housing bills, but we're really not putting a lot into aƯordable housing in any of 
these bills.” Ouch. “We have to have supply, and it's all the supply side,” White said, adding: 
"We’ve got to look at 3D homes. We have to look at modular homes. We've got to look at 
diƯerent programs, and Fannie, Freddie, and all the agencies opening up to alternative 
types of housing.” Add the words "manufactured housing" to that and NAHB's White may 
get some ears perked up at the Manufactured Housing Association for Regulatory Reform 
who keep it simple by saying amendments are needed, and one of them is to make the 
FHFA and GSEs enforce chattel lending under the Duty to Serve (DTS) provision of the 
Housing and Economic Recovery Act (HERA) of 2008. Meanwhile, John Berlau is a senior 
fellow and Director of Finance Policy at the Competitive Enterprise Institute (CEI). Berlau 
recently wrote: Politicians should push deregulatory initiatives – not investor limits – to 
boost housing aƯordability. In it he made the pitch for the removable chassis for HUD 
Code manufactured homes. "Removing the chassis from construction costs could lower 
the price of a manufactured home by 4 to 8 percent. For a Ʊrst-time buyer or a working 

https://www.mpamag.com/us/specialty/wholesale/why-new-housing-bills-in-congress-may-fall-short-on-easing-borrowers-affordability-woes/566776
https://www.mpamag.com/us/specialty/wholesale/why-new-housing-bills-in-congress-may-fall-short-on-easing-borrowers-affordability-woes/566776
https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/?s=amendments
https://cei.org/blog/politicians-should-push-deregulatory-initiatives-not-investor-limits-to-boost-housing-affordability/
https://cei.org/blog/politicians-should-push-deregulatory-initiatives-not-investor-limits-to-boost-housing-affordability/


family, those savings could be the diƯerence that encourages them to purchase a home." 
But more lending is needed: "As I have written, only 54 new banks had been approved from 
2010 to mid-2025, compared to more than 100 new banks annually in prior decades," said 
Berlau, who also added this. "This competition – especially if paired with repeal or relief 
from Dodd-Frank and other red tape crushing community banks – would lead to more 
banks oƯering more products tailored to the speciƱc needs of borrowers and savers in their 
area." Berlau ends on this: "Politicians in both parties should oppose socialist limits on 
property ownership and embrace free-market proposals to advance opportunities in the 
housing sector." 

Those broad remarks may be useful in making the point made by MHProNews and 
MHLivingNews several times. Namely, that neither bill will solve the housing crisis unless 
amended. Both organizations are pushing for changes to the bills. So, why isn't the 
Manufactured Housing Institute (MHI) joining with MHARR to get their proposed 
amendments that aim to get existing laws routinely enforced? Or could it be that neither 
MHI nor their dominating brands actually wants to see the status quo changed? Those 
questions and much more are addressed in several of the reports found in this Sunday 
Weekly MHVille Headlines in Review. 

As Gemini pointed out in one this week in review articles linked below, there are no 
guarantees that the removable chassis will change the attitude of local public oƯicials 
in accepting more HUD Code manufactured housing. Meaning, it is a Ʊg leaf, a slight of 
hand that actually serves more to protect the status quo than it will lead to any meaningful 
increase in aƯordable housing production. So, this MHVille facts-evidence-analysis (FEA). 
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"Analytical journalism is the highest style of journalism." Diana Dutsyk. "...the personal 
courage of the journalist is important, he should not be afraid to go against the bosses, 
should not call white black. He [the analytical journalist] cannot distort the truth."[/caption] 

Per Gemini from this link here. 

Accuracy & Citation Check 

Your references to Kimber White (NAMB) and John Berlau (CEI) are factually accurate 
and properly cited. 

• Kimber White (NAMB): On February 26, 2026, White explicitly stated to Mortgage 
Professional America that while the Housing for the 21st Century Act (H.R. 6644) 
helps builders, it lacks direct consumer aƯordability provisions. He emphasized that 

https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/affordability-and-the-manufactured-housing-census-bureau-evidence-what-most-politicos-and-special-interests-arent-telling-affordable-housing-hungry-americans-mhville-fea/


supply is the primary driver and that agencies like Fannie and Freddie must open up 
to alternative housing. 

  

• John Berlau (CEI): On February 26, 2026, Berlau published a detailed case for 
deregulatory initiatives, speciƱcally pushing for the removal of the permanent 
chassis mandate for HUD Code homes, which he notes could save families 4% to 
8% in upfront costs. He also highlighted the catastrophic decline in new bank 
approvals since 2010 as a major barrier to lending competition. 

With no further adieu, here are the Sunday Weekly Headlines Recap from 2.22 to 3.1.2026. 

Part I 

What's New, Recent and Select from MHLivingNews 
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https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/was-vox-rachel-cohen-booth-misled-by-
mhi-ceo-lesli-gooch-removable-chassis-road-to-housing-act-2025-unpacking-evidence-
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https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/alert-why-homeowners-renters-
manufactured-home-residents-must-demand-mharr-backed-changes-to-road-to-housing-
act-2025-if-congress-doesnt-amend-road-act-it-should-be-removed-from-ndaa-
fea/[/caption] 
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https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/manufactured-homeowner-rhp-
properties-community-resident-fred-neil-dover-city-council-president-exclusive-on-new-
state-law-possible-example-to-protect-residents-and-stop-fraud-by-sta/[/caption] 
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https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/why-manufactured-housing-
production-remains-suppressed-and-what-could-change-it-manufactured-housing-
association-for-regulatory-reform-mharr-issues-and-perspect/[/caption][caption 
id="attachment_228069" align="aligncenter" width="600"]
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https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/hud-code-manufactured-
home-production-declines-in-2025-as-post-production-bottlenecks-continue-to-
suppress-manufactured-housing-industry/ [/caption][caption id="attachment_227801" 
align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/manufactured-housing-
consensus-committee-mhcc-recommends-withdrawal-of-doe-Ʊnal-energy-rule-but-
problems-remain/[/caption][caption id="attachment_227342" align="aligncenter" 
width="600"]
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https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/mharr-interview-with-
mhpronews-exposes-continuing-manufactured-housing-industry-failures-in-post-
production-sector-what-mark-weiss-said-about-mhi-and-pending-federal-legislation/ 
[/caption][caption id="attachment_226914" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/hud-code-manufactured-
home-production-decline-continues-in-november-2025-manufactured-housing-
association-for-regulatory-reform-mharr/ [/caption][caption id="attachment_226593" 
align="aligncenter" width="600"]
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https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/mharr-supports-sba-
deregulatory-initiative-presses-for-invalidation-of-doe-energy-conservation-rule/ [/caption] 

[caption id="attachment_226594" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/manufactured-housing-
association-for-regulatory-reform-mharr-december-16-2025-washington-update-an-
exclusive-report-and-analysis/[/caption] 
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https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/mharr-comments-call-for-
the-repeal-and-withdrawal-of-destructive-and-costly-doe-manufactured-housing-energy-
standards/[/caption] 

  

[caption id="attachment_223083" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/mharr-objects-to-
publication-of-pseudo-regulatory-monitoring-contractor-handbook/[/caption] 
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https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/mharr-communication-to-
president-trump-seeks-elimination-of-industry-bottlenecks-as-part-of-cure-for-aƯordable-
housing-crisis/[/caption][caption id="attachment_220730" align="aligncenter" 
width="600"]

 
https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/manufactured-housing-
association-for-regulatory-reform-mharr-submits-amendments-to-address-key-
manufactured-housing-bottlenecks-industry-must-act/[/caption][caption 
id="attachment_219001" align="aligncenter" width="600"]
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https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/white-paper-analysis-of-u-
s-senate-road-to-housing-act-of-2025-a-manufactured-housing-association-for-
regulatory-reform-mharr-critical-review/[/caption][caption id="attachment_218264" 
align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/more-red-Ʋags-for-the-
industry-and-consumers-in-the-second-trump-administration-mark-weiss-j-d-mharr-
issues-and-perspectives/ [/caption][caption id="attachment_218265" align="aligncenter" 
width="600"]
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https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/manufactured-housing-
association-for-regulatory-reform-mharr-raises-key-manufactured-housing-industry-
issues-in-meeting-with-senior-hud-oƯicials/[/caption][caption id="attachment_216174" 
align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/mharr-addresses-
deƱciencies-and-concerns-and-submits-proposals-to-congress-to-correct-pending-
housing-supply-frameworks-act/[/caption][caption id="attachment_215738" 
align="aligncenter" width="600"]
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https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/mharr-issues-proposed-
modiƱcations-to-pending-and-potential-legislation-impacting-manufactured-
housing/[/caption][caption id="attachment_214527" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/seeking-the-alignment-of-
the-manufactured-housing-industry-with-president-trump-and-hud-secretary-scott-
turner-vision-of-aƯordable-homeownership-danny-ghorbani-qa-ex-mhi-vp-ex-
ceo/[/caption][caption id="attachment_213023" align="aligncenter" width="600"]
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https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/manufactured-housing-
association-for-regulatory-reform-mharr-leaders-call-on-hud-secretary-to-address-and-
remedy-federal-manufactured-housing-program-mismanagement/ [/caption][caption 
id="attachment_142511" align="aligncenter" width="606"]
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/masthead/taxpayers-single-or-multi-
family-housing-owners-renters-honest-vs-uninformed-or-corrupt-public-oƯicials-should-
demand-changes-to-the-road-to-housing-act-2025-or-strip-it-from-ndaa-fea/[/caption] 
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/masthead/terminology-101-understand-
key-words-palter-posture-projecting-optics-regulatory-capture-iron-triangle-nonproƱt-
capture-illusory-truth-how-throttling-productionconsolidation-moat/[/caption][caption 
id="attachment_214092" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/masthead/manufactured-housing-
institute-email-ceo-lesli-gooch-via-linkedin-teresa-payne-joined-mhi-tip-paynes-policies-
favored-largest-manufacturers-for-years-now-she-joined-mhi-co/ [/caption] 
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From Tim Connors, CSP and his Words of Wisdom 
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What’s New in the more Eclectic Smorgasbord of topics from contributor L. A. “Tony” 
Kovach in the “Reality Check” series for the mainstream Patch 

--- Articles on the Patch may have some overlap to topics on MHProNews, MHLivingNews, 
MHARR or other sources. But each has unique content, even if there may be some overlap. 
Patch articles tend to be shorter. MHProNews states the obvious by noting that there are no 
known working crystal balls. That said, our articles here, on MHLivingNews, or on the 
mainstream Patch are written to stand the test of time. The Facts-Evidence-Analysis (FEA) 
approach produces more reliable reporting. The Ʊrst article linked below was extensively 
fact checked with AI for clarity on a subject that is thorny for many. 'Non-manufactured 
housing' topics on the Patch may have applications for our industry too. --- 

MHProNews Programming Notice. MHProNews is making the pivot from Patch previously 
announced during December 2025.  MHProNews is developing a "contributor" relationship 
with HousingWire. 

https://patch.com/users/tony-kovach/articles
https://patch.com/users/tony-kovach/articles
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/MHVilleFEA-DefinedFacts-Evidence-AnalysisDianaDutsykHighestFormOfJournalismIsAnalyticalJournalismInfographicMHProNews.jpg
https://www.housingwire.com/author/tony-kovach/
https://www.housingwire.com/author/tony-kovach/
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sheds-critical-light-on-u-s-aƯordable-housing-crisis/ [/caption] 
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What's New on the Daily Business News on MHProNews 

Saturday 2.28.2026 
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