
Pre-publication draft for submission to third-party artiƱcial intelligence (AI) for facts-
evidence-analysis (FEA) check for a developing report on MHProNews. 

 

Shapiro on Con Job-'America Living in Era Thick with Grift-Cynicism-Manufactured 
Despair. Real Threat Not Frustration but Lie That Nothing Can be Done.’ Plus, Sunday 
Weekly Headlines Recap. FEA 

“Nihilism is the philosophical viewpoint that life, the universe, and human existence are 
devoid of intrinsic meaning, purpose, or objective value. Derived from the Latin nihil 
(meaning "nothing"), it posits that traditional values, moral codes, and beliefs are 
unfounded, often leading to a pessimistic view of existence.” So said left-leaning Google’s 
artiƱcial intelligence (AI) powered overview on nihilism (see more at this link here), a key 
element in the commentary in Part I below by Ben Shapiro on the topic of "The Con 
Consuming American Politics" via the right-leaning Daily Signal which is provided below 
with permission. Shapiro arguably does a good job of threading the needle between key 
distinctions. He advances the argument that there are in fact conspiracies and con jobs 
occurring in the U.S. (and beyond). He said: "This nihilism is built on an enormous lie. It 
tells people that America’s problems are unsolvable..." MHProNews editorially notes that 
reporting on problems in or beyond MHVille is not meant to lead to a sense of 
hopelessness. Rather, one purpose in reporting on issues in some depth is to equip people 
to understand an issue in order to better understand what must occur to solve a problem. 
Faced with a conspiracy - real or imagined - the response of what the Founders called "We 
the People" should not be hopelessness or nihilism. As the headline suggests, Part II of 
this article will include this installment of the MHProNews Sunday Week in Review (or 
weekly recap). 

1) Per Google's overview. 

Key aspects and types of nihilism include: 

• Existential Nihilism: The belief that life has no intrinsic purpose or value. 

• Moral/Ethical Nihilism: The view that no actions are inherently moral or immoral, 
and objective morality does not exist. 

• Epistemological Nihilism: The assertion that all knowledge is possibly false or 
unattainable. 

• Cosmic Nihilism: The belief that the universe is vast, indiƯerent, and meaningless 
to human life. 
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• Political Nihilism: The desire to destroy existing social, political, and religious 
institutions. 

2) This MHVille facts-evidence-analysis (FEA) is underway. 

[caption id="attachment_218964" align="aligncenter" width="604"]

 
"Analytical journalism is the highest style of journalism." Diana Dutsyk. "...the personal 
courage of the journalist is important, he should not be afraid to go against the bosses, 
should not call white black. He [the analytical journalist- cannot distort the truth."[/caption] 

  

Part I. Ben Shapiro Commentary via the Daily Signal provided to MHProNews with 
permission 

Commentary 

The Con Consuming American Politics 

Ben Shapiro | February 14, 2026 
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Ben Shapiro@benshapiro 

Ben Shapiro is host of "The Ben Shapiro Show" and editor emeritus of The Daily Wire. A 
graduate of UCLA and Harvard Law School, he is a New York Times bestselling author 
whose latest book is "The Authoritarian Moment: How the Left Weaponized America's 
Institutions Against Dissent." 

There is a growing sense of frustration coursing through American politics, and it is no 
longer conƱned to one party or ideology. 

That frustration has real roots. 

Major institutions badly damaged their credibility during the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
excesses of the Black Lives Matter movement, and years of breathless coverage of 
Russiagate. At the same time, artiƱcial intelligence looms over the labor market with few 
clear answers about what comes next. Add to that a political class that often appears 
shamelessly corrupt, and the result is a public that feels misled, ignored, and exposed. 

But frustration does not remain static. In the United States today, it is mutating into 
something darker: nihilism. 

This nihilism is built on an enormous lie. It tells people that America’s problems are 
unsolvable, that their personal struggles are not the result of bad decisions, bad luck, or 
even Ʊxable structural Ʋaws but of an all-encompassing evil system. In this story, shadowy 
elites control everything, success is impossible without “piercing the matrix,” and anyone 
who talks about personal responsibility or moral restraint must be part of the conspiracy 
itself. 

This mindset does not produce solutions. It prevents them. It short-circuits thought, 
discourages eƯort, and ultimately leads to personal and national self-destruction. Its 
political consequences are already visible: incoherence, radicalization, and a growing 
number of young Americans searching for meaning at the edges of society—sometimes 
with violent results. 

On Monday, Washington Post reporter Peter Whoriskey described a troubling pattern 
behind a series of recent attacks: 

“Amid a wave of high-proƱle killings and political violence in the United States, 
investigators have been confounded regularly by the absence of a recognizable agenda. … 
They were not Democrat or Republican, or Islamist militant, or antifa or white supremacist. 

“They were something new. In their manifestos, these attackers declared their contempt 
for humanity and a desire to see the collapse of civilization. Law enforcement oƯicers and 
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federal prosecutors have begun to describe these attacks as a contemporary strain of 
nihilism, an online revival of the philosophical stance that arose in the 19th century to deny 
the existence of moral truths and meaning in the universe.” 

History oƯers a warning here. Periods of upheaval have long been fertile ground for 
nihilistic violence. Fyodor Dostoyevsky captured this phenomenon in “Notes from the 
Underground” in 1864, describing the human impulse to reject reason, order, and even 
self-interest simply to assert independence. Strip people of the belief that they have 
meaningful choices, Dostoyevsky warned, and they will lash out—not despite the 
destruction that follows but because of it. 

This insight remains painfully relevant. When people are convinced that nothing they do 
matters, destruction begins to look like agency. 

The modern version of this thinking often takes the form of what philosopher Karl Popper 
famously called the “conspiracy theory of society.” Writing in the mid-20th century, Popper 
argued that as belief in divine forces faded, people replaced gods with sinister elites—
imagined groups blamed for every social ill, from economic hardship to personal failure. 

There are, of course, real conspiracies. They involve identiƱable people, speciƱc actions, 
and evidence. What dominates American discourse today is something far more corrosive: 
The belief that everything is rigged, nothing is within individual control, and violence or 
pseudo-revolution is the only path forward. 

That belief is spreading quickly—and not by accident. 

This wave of nihilism is being actively cultivated by inƲuencers and politicians who practice 
ideological arson and then market themselves as ƱreƱghters. They proƱt by persuading 
audiences that their lives are unƱxable unless they surrender attention, money and power 
to the very Ʊgures stoking the despair. 

Nihilism is lucrative. InƲuencers monetize it. Politicians harness it—at least until it turns on 
them. 

The message being sold is simple: Society is rigged, the system is evil, and only by following 
the right personality, the right movement or the right “truth-teller” can you break free. It is a 
con dressed up as enlightenment. 

And it is one of the most dangerous cons of our time. 

America is living through an era thick with grift, cynicism, and manufactured despair. The 
real threat is not frustration itself but the lie that nothing can be done—and that burning 
everything down is the only remaining choice. 



We publish a variety of perspectives. Nothing written here is to be construed 
as representing the views of The Daily Signal. 

Part II. MHProNews' Sunday Weekly Headlines in Review 

Don't miss today's postscript. 

With no further adieu here are the headlines for the week in review from 2.8 to 2.15.2026. 

  

What's New, Recent and Select from MHLivingNews 

  

[caption id="attachment_227343" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/when-manufactured-housing-institute-
ceo-lesli-gooch-publicly-opposed-resident-owned-communities-as-risky-scheme-in-right-
of-Ʊrst-refusal-legislation-part-of-claimed-monopolization-scheme-fea/[/caption][caption 
id="attachment_227007" align="aligncenter" width="600"]
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https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/consumers-sincere-aƯordable-housing-
advocates-and-independent-businesses-attorney-mark-weiss-interview-insights-into-
causes-and-possible-cures-to-aƯordable-housing-crisis-mhville-fea/[/caption][caption 
id="attachment_226242" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/for-a-child-has-been-born-god-himself-
will-give-you-a-sign-introduction-a-christmas-season-reƲection-rooted-in-evidence-
meaning-and-human-dignity-miracles-and-wond/[/caption][caption 
id="attachment_225275" align="aligncenter" width="600"]
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https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/americans-want-congress-to-cooperate-
solve-problems-improve-lives-bipartisan-road-to-housing-act-will-improve-housing-
aƯordability-boost-housing-supply-rep-emanue/[/caption][caption 
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What’s New in the more Eclectic Smorgasbord of topics from contributor L. A. “Tony” 
Kovach in the “Reality Check” series for the mainstream Patch 

--- Articles on the Patch may have some overlap to topics on MHProNews, MHLivingNews, 
MHARR or other sources. But each has unique content, even if there may be some overlap. 
Patch articles tend to be shorter. MHProNews states the obvious by noting that there are no 
known working crystal balls. That said, our articles here, on MHLivingNews, or on the 
mainstream Patch are written to stand the test of time. The Facts-Evidence-Analysis (FEA) 
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approach produces more reliable reporting. The Ʊrst article linked below was extensively 
fact checked with AI for clarity on a subject that is thorny for many. 'Non-manufactured 
housing' topics on the Patch may have applications for our industry too. --- 

MHProNews Programming Notice. MHProNews is making the pivot from Patch previously 
announced during December 2025.  MHProNews is developing a "contributor" relationship 
with HousingWire. 
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