
Landing the Plane: AƯordable Housing Crisis as a Man-Made Problem 

This article explores how federal mandates designed to provide low-cost homeownership 
through HUD Code manufactured housing have been sidelined, often to protect 
consolidated capital and institutional rentiers. The aƯordable housing crisis in the United 
States is not merely a natural market failure but a man-made problem shaped by 
regulatory, Ʊnancial, and political forces that limit access to aƯordable manufactured 
homes. 

Key Themes and Issues 

• Federal Mandates and Legal Frameworks: The Manufactured Housing 
Improvement Act of 2000 (MHIA 2000) includes enhanced preemption provisions 
intended to override local zoning barriers that discriminate against HUD Code 
manufactured homes. Despite this, enforcement remains weak, allowing local 
restrictions to persist. 

• Financing Challenges: Federal programs such as the Duty to Serve (DTS), FHA Title 
I loans, Veterans AƯairs (VA) loans, and USDA Rural Development Ʊnancing are 
designed to facilitate aƯordable manufactured homeownership. However, these 
programs are underutilized or poorly implemented, limiting their eƯectiveness. 

• Industry Consolidation and Market Power: Major asset managers and institutional 
investors, including Berkshire Hathaway, BlackRock, Vanguard, and State Street, 
hold signiƱcant stakes in manufactured housing brands and the broader housing 
market. Their interests often align with maintaining market consolidation, which can 
suppress competition and aƯordable housing availability. 

• Regulatory and Political Dynamics: Multiple congressional hearings and industry 
meetings have highlighted the challenges but have yet to produce robust 
enforcement or policy changes. The Manufactured Housing Institute (MHI) often 
postures eƯorts publicly but has been accused of paltering and distracting from 
systemic issues. 

• Impact on Lower and Middle-Income Renters: The combined eƯect of zoning 
barriers, Ʊnancing limitations, and industry consolidation disproportionately harms 
lower and middle-income renters and prospective homeowners, restricting their 
access to aƯordable manufactured housing options. 

Conclusion 

The aƯordable housing crisis requires transparent, accountable, and coordinated action 
that fully leverages existing federal mandates, Ʊnancing programs, and industry potential. 



Understanding the motivations and Ʊnancial interests behind current policies is essential 
to unlocking the promise of manufactured housing as a key solution to America’s housing 
aƯordability challenges. 

 

 

 



 


