In the 1950s what was the typical cost of a new house, a new car, what was the typical
family size, typical family income, what percentage of women were in workforce,
typical mortgage or rental cost, cost for common grocery items?

4 Al Overview

Comparing Cost of Living 1950s to 2026.

During the 1950s, the typical cost of a new house was approximately $10,000, a new car
cost about $1,750, and the median annual family income was $4,000. The average family
size was 3.6 people, while roughly 33% of women participated in the workforce. Monthly
housing costs averaged $60, and basic groceries like bread and milk cost $0.14 and $0.82,
respectively.

Housing and Income Statistics

e New House: Prices rose from roughly $7,350 in 1950 to $12,700 by 1959.

e Annual Income: The median family income grew from $3,300 to $5,400 over the
decade.

o Housing Costs: Monthly mortgage or rental payments typically ranged between $40
and $75.

o Family Size: Reflecting the "Baby Boom," the average household size was
between 3.5 and 3.7 people.

Consumer Goods and Workforce

e New Car: A standard new vehicle averaged between $1,500 and $2,200.

¢ Women in Workforce: Female participation in the labor force increased
from 29% in 1950 to 35% by 1959.

¢ Common Grocery Items:
o Loaf of Bread: $0.14
o Gallon of Milk: $0.82
o Dozen Eggs: $0.60

o Gallon of Gas: $0.27
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« New Car: A standard new vehicle averaged between $1,500 and $2,200.

« Women in Workforce: Female participation in the labor force increased from 29% in
1950 to 35% by 1959.

+« Common Grocery ltems:
o Loaf of Bread: $0.14
o Gallon of Milk: $0.82
« Dozen Eggs: $0.60

= Gallon of Gas: $0.27 ¢
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During the 1950s, the typical cost of a new house was approximately $10,000, a new
car cost about $1,750, and the median annual family income was $4,000. The average



family size was 3.6 people, while roughly 33% of women participated in the workforce.
Monthly housing costs averaged $60, and basic groceries like bread and milk
cost $0.14 and $0.82, respectively.

Housing and Income Statistics

« New House: Prices rose from roughly $7,350 in 1950 to $12,700 by 1959.

e Annual Income: The median family income grew from $3,300 to $5,400 over the
decade.

e Housing Costs: Monthly mortgage or rental payments typically ranged
between $40 and $75.

« Family Size: Reflecting the "Baby Boom," the average household size was
between 3.5 and 3.7 people.
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¢« New Car: A standard new vehicle averaged between $1,500 and $2,200.

e Women in Workforce: Female participation in the labor force increased
from 29% in 1950 to 35% by 1959.

¢ Common Grocery Iltems:
o Loaf of Bread: $0.14
o Gallon of Milk: $0.82
o Dozen Eggs: $0.60

o Gallon of Gas: $0.27
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In 2026, the American economic landscape is defined by a "new baseline” of higher
prices, though some relief is emerging as income growth begins to outpace inflation in
several sectors. w WardsAuto +2

Living Costs and Housing

« New House Cost: The median sales price for a new home is predicted to be
approximately $445,000. Existing home prices are also expected to rise modestly by
2.2% to 3.4%, reaching a median of $425,000 to $450,000.

« Mortgage & Rental Costs:

o Mortgage: Typical 30-year fixed mortgage rates are expected to average 6.3%. The
typical monthly payment is projected to consume 29.3% of median income, falling
below the 30% affordability threshold for the first time since 2022.

o Rent: The median national rent is projected at $2,110, with single-family homes
higher at $2,370. Some forecasts predict a slight 1% annual decline in asking rents
due to increased multi-family housing supply. @ U-s. News Real Estate +4

Transportation and Income

+ New Car Cost: The average transaction price for a new vehicle has stabilized at a
record high of approximately $50,000. Average monthly car payments for new
vehicles are roughly $772.

« Typical Family Income: The national median household income is estimated to be
between $89,000 and $90,000. To be considered "financially comfortable," many
consultants suggest a minimum family salary of $80,000 to $90,000.

= Women in Workforce: The labor force participation rate for women is approximately
57.5%. Women currently represent nearly half (47%) of the total U.S. labor force.

+ Typical Family Size: The average household size remains around 2.5 to 3.2 people,
with Hispanic households averaging the largest at 3.22. @ UsAToday +9

Grocery Item Costs

Overall grocery (food-at-home) prices are expected to rise by a moderate 1.7% in 2026,
which is below the 20-year average. « fmiorg+1

Eggs and Dairy: Expected to see deflation, with egg prices potentially dropping by
22.2% and dairy by 0.9%.

Red Meats: Beef and veal prices are projected to soar by 9.4% due to droughts and
shrinking herds.

Sweets and Beverages: Sugars and sweets are predicted to increase by 6.7%, while
non-alcoholic beverages (coffee, soda, juice) may rise by 4.2%.

Fresh Produce: Fresh vegetables are expected to rise by 2.0%, while fresh fruits may
see a minimal increase of 0.2%. & Economic Research Service (.gov) +1
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In 1950, a typical mobile home (often called a trailer) was significantly smaller than today's,
often selling for roughly $2,000-$4,000. By 1970, a 12'x60' (approx. 2-bedroom/1-bath)
mobile home generally cost between $6,000 and $8,500. Prices for mobile homes in 1950
were often comparable to a new car, while in 1970, they offered affordable, rapid housing
solutions as sizes increased.

Facebook +2

e 1950s: Small,, often 8-foot wide "tin cans" were common. A used or new unit could
often be found for around $1,300 to $3,000, as shown in this Facebook post.

e 1970s: The industry shifted to 12-foot wide models. Data indicates the average
12'x60' mobile home sold for about $6,050 in 1970, with new 12'x60' units ranging
from $6,500 to $8,500, according to a Department of Archaeology and Historic

Preservation document.
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In 1950, a typical mobile home (often called a trailer) was significantly smaller than
today's, often selling for roughly $2,000-$4,000. By 1970, a 12'x60' (approx. 2-
bedroom/1-bath) mobile home generally cost between $6,000 and $8,500. Prices for
mobile homes in 1950 were often comparable to a new car, while in 1970, they offered
affordable, rapid housing solutions as sizes increased. @ Facebook +2
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... - Facebook
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from $6,500 to $8,500, according to a Department of Archaeology and Historic ¢ Department of Archaeology and H...  }

Preservation document. € Facebook +2
The average size home in the US is 2,355
square feetand in 1950 it ...

May 30, 2023 — The average size home in the
US is 2,355 square feet and in 1950 it was 983...

@ Instagram  }
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