
In the 1950s what was the typical cost of a new house, a new car, what was the typical 
family size, typical family income, what percentage of women were in workforce, 
typical mortgage or rental cost, cost for common grocery items? 

 

Comparing Cost of Living 1950s to 2026. 

During the 1950s, the typical cost of a new house was approximately $10,000, a new car 
cost about $1,750, and the median annual family income was $4,000. The average family 
size was 3.6 people, while roughly 33% of women participated in the workforce. Monthly 
housing costs averaged $60, and basic groceries like bread and milk cost $0.14 and $0.82, 
respectively.  

Housing and Income Statistics 

 

• New House: Prices rose from roughly $7,350 in 1950 to $12,700 by 1959. 

• Annual Income: The median family income grew from $3,300 to $5,400 over the 
decade. 

• Housing Costs: Monthly mortgage or rental payments typically ranged between $40 
and $75. 

• Family Size: ReƲecting the "Baby Boom," the average household size was 
between 3.5 and 3.7 people.  

Consumer Goods and Workforce 

 

• New Car: A standard new vehicle averaged between $1,500 and $2,200. 

• Women in Workforce: Female participation in the labor force increased 
from 29% in 1950 to 35% by 1959. 

• Common Grocery Items: 

o Loaf of Bread: $0.14 

o Gallon of Milk: $0.82 

o Dozen Eggs: $0.60 

o Gallon of Gas: $0.27  



 

 

In 2026 what is the typical cost of a new house, a new car, what is the typical family 
size, typical family income, what percentage of women are in workforce, typical 
mortgage or rental cost, cost for common grocery items? 

 

During the 1950s, the typical cost of a new house was approximately $10,000, a new 
car cost about $1,750, and the median annual family income was $4,000. The average 



family size was 3.6 people, while roughly 33% of women participated in the workforce. 
Monthly housing costs averaged $60, and basic groceries like bread and milk 
cost $0.14 and $0.82, respectively.  

Housing and Income Statistics 

 

• New House: Prices rose from roughly $7,350 in 1950 to $12,700 by 1959. 

• Annual Income: The median family income grew from $3,300 to $5,400 over the 
decade. 

• Housing Costs: Monthly mortgage or rental payments typically ranged 
between $40 and $75. 

• Family Size: ReƲecting the "Baby Boom," the average household size was 
between 3.5 and 3.7 people.  

Consumer Goods and Workforce 

 

• New Car: A standard new vehicle averaged between $1,500 and $2,200. 

• Women in Workforce: Female participation in the labor force increased 
from 29% in 1950 to 35% by 1959. 

• Common Grocery Items: 

o Loaf of Bread: $0.14 

o Gallon of Milk: $0.82 

o Dozen Eggs: $0.60 

o Gallon of Gas: $0.27  



 

 

What did a 2 bedroom 1 bath mobile home cost in 1950? What did a 2 bedroom 1 bath 
mobile home cost in 1970? 



 

In 1950, a typical mobile home (often called a trailer) was signiƱcantly smaller than today's, 
often selling for roughly $2,000–$4,000. By 1970, a 12'x60' (approx. 2-bedroom/1-bath) 
mobile home generally cost between $6,000 and $8,500. Prices for mobile homes in 1950 
were often comparable to a new car, while in 1970, they oƯered aƯordable, rapid housing 
solutions as sizes increased.  

Facebook +2 

• 1950s: Small,, often 8-foot wide "tin cans" were common. A used or new unit could 
often be found for around $1,300 to $3,000, as shown in this Facebook post. 

• 1970s: The industry shifted to 12-foot wide models. Data indicates the average 
12'x60' mobile home sold for about $6,050 in 1970, with new 12'x60' units ranging 
from $6,500 to $8,500, according to a Department of Archaeology and Historic 
Preservation document.  

Facebook +2 

 

https://www.facebook.com/61566291076834/posts/1960s-mobile-home-living-mobilehome-mobilehomes-mobilehomeliving-mobilehometour-/122148931280543035/
https://dahp.wa.gov/sites/default/files/HH-1971-04.pdf
https://dahp.wa.gov/sites/default/files/HH-1971-04.pdf

