
MHARR on Manufactured Housing Consensus Committee (MHCC) Recommends 
Withdrawal of DOE “Final” Energy Rule but Problems Remain. Plus the Sunday Weekly 
MHVille Headlines in Review  

It goes without saying that some weeks have 'more BIG news' than others do. The week that 
was - was a busy week. This weekly recap includes the reƱling of the manufactured home 
'lot rent' price Ʊxing antitrust case that included 8 out of 11 defendants that were 
apparently members of the Manufactured Housing Institute (MHI). Murex - who per the 
document linked here has been an MHI member - has reportedly settled and oƯered to aid 
the plaintiƯs as part of their settlement deal. That could be potentially 'game changing' 
news in manufactured housing and two articles on that are found in Part II. Publisher David 
Dunn-Rankin weighed in on "White Trash and Other Misconceptions" about manufactured 
housing is also in the recap in Part II. A fresh whistleblower provided an arguably damaging 
document that included Manufactured Housing Institute (MHI) CEO Lesli Gooch and two 
'closely allied' with MHI state association executives (Part II). A close look at the latest 
manufactured housing production and shipment data per the Manufactured Housing 
Association for Regulatory Reform (MHARR) and MHI is compared and contrasted. MHARR 
President and CEO Mark Weiss updated his remarks on pending legislation (also see Part 
II). Several items are apparently intersecting at roughly the same time in a manner that 
could increase the heat on MHI insiders who have been credibly accused of 'torpedoing' or 
'sabotaging' the industry's growth potential for the purported reason of protecting the 
'moats' of larger producers and community operators that are often higher proƱle MHI 
members (see Part II). 

It with that backdrop that MHARR's latest press release has been issued (Part I). 

This MHVille facts-evidence-analysis (FEA) is underway. 

  

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/ManufacturedHOusingInstituteMHI-Membership2019-ManufacturedHomeProNews-.pdf
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/whistleblower-tips-lesli-gooch-hard-hits-on-manufactured-housing-institute-torpedoing-and-3-cs-decision-makers-mhi-accused-of-deliberately-blocking-industry-growth-efforts-mhville-fea/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/whistleblower-tips-lesli-gooch-hard-hits-on-manufactured-housing-institute-torpedoing-and-3-cs-decision-makers-mhi-accused-of-deliberately-blocking-industry-growth-efforts-mhville-fea/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/MHVilleAffectionateButTroublingTermDiminished21stCenturyManufacturedHousingIndustryGemini-MHProNews.jpg
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/MHVilleFEA-DefinedFacts-Evidence-AnalysisDianaDutsykHighestFormOfJournalismIsAnalyticalJournalismGriffinsNestHowardWalkerTonyKovachsPublicationsAmericanPressInstituteAPI-MHProNews.jpg


[caption id="attachment_218964" align="aligncenter" width="601"]

 
"Analytical journalism is the highest style of journalism." Diana Dutsyk. "...the personal 
courage of the journalist is important, he should not be afraid to go against the bosses, 
should not call white black. He [the analytical journalist- cannot distort the truth."[/caption] 

  

Part I 
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The header above was produced by MHProNews, not MHARR, but is used by MHProNews, 
MHLivingNews and in articles by this writer for added clarity as to the source for what 
follows. [/caption] 

JANUARY 28, 2026 

TO:                 HUD CODE MANUFACTURED HOUSING INDUSTRY MEMBERS 

FROM:          MHARR 

RE:                 MHCC RECOMMENDS WITHDRAWAL OF DOE 

                        “FINAL” ENERGY RULE BUT PROBLEMS REMAIN 

The statutory Manufactured Housing Consensus Committee (MHCC), following a January 
27-28, 2026 teleconference meeting called to formulate a response to the U.S. Department 
of Energy’s (DOE) September 3, 2025 Request for Input (RFI) regarding manufactured 
housing “energy conservation” standards, has called for DOE to withdraw its 2022 “Ʊnal” 
manufactured housing energy standards rule, as well as its subsequent proposed 
manufactured housing energy standards enforcement rule. 

While implementation of the DOE energy standards rule has been delayed by DOE, and 
DOE has yet to issue a Ʊnal enforcement rule following its 2023 publication of a proposed 
rule, both actions remain pending and threaten to drastically increase the acquisition cost 
of manufactured homes – in return for speculative alleged “beneƱts” – at a time when the 
nation is facing an unprecedented aƯordable housing crisis, with a documented shortage 
of 7 million or more aƯordable “starter” homes. 



MHARR, therefore, as it has consistently, since the inception of the DOE rulemaking, called 
upon and urged the MHCC to submit comments rejecting the bases, premises, analyses 
and alleged cost-beneƱt inputs underlying both DOE regulatory actions. 

Consistent with this request and MHARR’s position, the MHCC’s comments call not only 
for the withdrawal of the DOE “Ʊnal” standards and related proposed enforcement rule, but 
also make it unmistakably clear that any further activity regarding manufactured housing 
energy standards must be undertaken solely within the context of HUD’s manufactured 
housing standards development process, including full participation and involvement by 
the MHCC in accordance with the Manufactured Housing Improvement Act of 2000. 

This latter point, as MHARR emphasized at the meeting, is particularly important in light of 
recent developments regarding manufactured housing legislation currently pending in 
Congress. 

SpeciƱcally, a bill (H.R. 5184), Ʊled by Rep. Erin Houchin – supported in its original form by 
MHARR – would have unequivocally repealed section 413 of the Energy Independence and 
Security Act of 2007 (EISA), which transferred manufactured housing energy regulation 
jurisdiction from HUD to DOE. That bill, however, was subsequently amended – and 
signiƱcantly watered down during the legislative process (an indication of the post-
production sector’s weakness in Washington, D.C.) before it was passed by the House of 
Representatives. With the modiƱed language, the bill would not repeal section 413 but, 
instead would authorize DOE to submit “recommended” manufactured housing energy 
conservation standards, subject to certain criteria and conditions. By 
preserving any element of DOE manufactured housing energy regulation authority, 
however, the modiƱed bill leaves open the risk of further destructive DOE involvement 
regarding manufactured housing energy standards. 

Given this unnecessary and inexplicable retention of any DOE jurisdiction over 
manufactured housing energy regulation, it was critical – and, indeed, imperative – that the 
MHCC, as a statutory panel of manufactured housing experts, thoroughly and 
completely reject both DOE proposals, and clearly state as well that DOE should exit this 
entire area of regulation in deference to HUD and the MHCC, and HUD’s statutory 
standards development process. 

MHARR, for its part, has also submitted its own written comments in response to the DOE 
RFI, pointing out that a key input to DOE’s 2022 rule cost-beneƱt analysis – the federal 
“Social Cost of Carbon” metric – has been rejected by the Trump Administration, thereby 
rendering the entire cost-beneƱt basis for the 2022 “Ʊnal” rule wholly void and illegitimate. 



Accordingly, multiple valid and compelling bases have been asserted for the withdrawal 
and repudiation of the 2022 DOE “Ʊnal” standard and the 2023 proposed enforcement rule. 

MHARR will, therefore, continue to carefully monitor this matter for further developments 
and will continue to oppose the baseless and destructive pending DOE standards. 

Manufactured Housing Association for Regulatory Reform (MHARR) 

1331 Pennsylvania Ave N.W., Suite 512 

Washington D.C. 20004 

Phone: 202/783-4087 

Fax: 202/783-4075 

Email: MHARRDG@AOL.COM 

Website: www.manufacturedhousingassociation.org 

  

Part II.  

Don't miss today's postscript, which includes previews for the week ahead. 

With no further adieu, here are the headlines for the week in review from 1.25.2026 to 
2.1.2026. 

  

What's New, Recent and Select from MHLivingNews 
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news-manufactured-housing-institute-ceo-lesli-gooch-interview-vs-mark-weiss-interview-
responses-compared-on-key-manufactured-home-industry-issues-with-
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fannie-mae-freddie-mac-duty-to-serve-manufactured-housing-and-a-pimple-on-an-
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From Tim Connors, CSP and his Words of Wisdom 
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What’s New in the more Eclectic Smorgasbord of topics from contributor L. A. “Tony” 
Kovach in the “Reality Check” series for the mainstream Patch 

--- Articles on the Patch may have some overlap to topics on MHProNews, MHLivingNews, 
MHARR or other sources. But each has unique content, even if there may be some overlap. 
Patch articles tend to be shorter. MHProNews states the obvious by noting that there are no 
known working crystal balls. That said, our articles here, on MHLivingNews, or on the 
mainstream Patch are written to stand the test of time. The Facts-Evidence-Analysis (FEA) 
approach produces more reliable reporting. The Ʊrst article linked below was extensively 
fact checked with AI for clarity on a subject that is thorny for many. 'Non-manufactured 
housing' topics on the Patch may have applications for our industry too. --- 

MHProNews Programming Notice. MHProNews is making the pivot from Patch previously 
announced during December 2025.  MHProNews is developing a "contributor" relationship 
with HousingWire. 
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statements-deƱnes-the-failure-metric-in-road-to-housing-act-via-op-ed/[/caption][caption 
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https://patch.com/Ʋorida/lakeland/revealing-pivots-nyc-mayor-elect-zoran-mamdani-
president-donald-j-trump-nodx [/caption] 
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https://patch.com/Ʋorida/lakeland/trading-american-nightmare-american-dream-
nodx[/caption] 
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https://patch.com/Ʋorida/lakeland/aƯordable-housing-manufactured-housing-institute-
mhi-concerns-spotlighted [/caption] 

  

What's New on the Daily Business News on MHProNews 

Saturday 1.31.2026 
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/political-suicide-president-trump-i-dont-
want-to-drive-housing-prices-down-i-want-to-drive-them-up-remarks-create-storm-of-
reactions-will-trump-white-house-or-republicans-pivot-fea/[/caption] 

Friday 1.30.2026 
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Monday 1.26.2026 
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/doc-ntl-manufactured-housing-campaign-
overcome-placement-barriers-add-1-08-million-potential-homebuyers-could-beneƱt-
more-access-to-manufactured-housing-mhi-clayton/ [/caption] 
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institute-failures-mrcs-tim-graham-on-cbs-newsmax-claim-military-ranking-infographic-
mashup-plus-the-sunday-weekly-mhville-headl/ [/caption] 

  

Postscript 

1) First, the programming notices. This week there are at least 2-4 'expected' items. One is 
the latest production data which will provide the national totals for HUD Code 
manufactured housing for 2025. The Big Three already have a pretty good idea what that 
total is, but the oƯicial data will be released next week. Watch for it. 

2) Next, a fresh op-ed by L. A. "Tony" (the one and only) on a national platform is expected 
next week. Watch for it. 

3) Perhaps (likely, not set) a third will be items related to the developing Small Residential 
Units (SRU) controversy and how it intersects with both tiny houses and HUD Code 
manufactured homes. 
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4) Possible number 3 or 4 (depending on the above) is yet another 'document drop' from an 
insider at MHI. Watch for these, besides whatever other news occurs. 

5) While there are several possible takeaways, what this latest array of news points to an 
increasingly apparent reality. While there are several causes to the aƯordable housing 
crisis, a critical component is that the 'leaders' of the Manufactured Housing Institute (MHI) 
do not seem to be doing their jobs 'for all segments of the industry' very well, to put it 
politely. That notion will be put to third-party artiƱcial intelligence (AI) for unpacking.  
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