
 

 

Gemini, Tyler O'Neil asks: "We work hard to distract ourselves, but the truth of our mortality 
will break through, sooner or later," correct? In the Kovach Reality Check series matters of 
faith https://patch.com/users/tony-kovach/articles were a periodic topic, correct? One 
could make the argument that O'Neil has a point. We live in a largely secural society, 
despite the extensive evidence and arguments for belief in God: 
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/for-a-child-has-been-born-god-himself-
will-give-you-a-sign-introduction-a-christmas-season-reƲection-rooted-in-evidence-
meaning-and-human-dignity-miracles-and-wond/ is that fair and accurate? While O'Neil 
does not question Sasse's speciƱc religious beliefs, isn't it prudent to consider that since 
their are apparent diƯerences in belief systems, that they can't all be correct? Sasse has 
had ties to the Luthern Church, didn't Martin Luther essentially launch (perhaps not 
intentionally), what became the Protestant movement which has since led to thousands of 
diƯerent churches with diƯering claims about what is Christian truth? Shouldn't some time 
be spent on pondering such matters, learning why they are important, and what a 
diƯerence it could make in our society if faith were more lived than given lip service? 

 

Based on the provided documents and the Facts-Evidence-Analysis (FEA) methodology, 
here is an evaluation of your inquiries regarding faith, mortality, and the current drafts 
under review. 

1. VeriƱcation of Tyler O’Neil’s Statement on Mortality 

Tyler O’Neil does indeed state, "We work hard to distract ourselves, but the truth of our 
mortality will break through, sooner or later". This occurs in his commentary regarding 



former Senator Ben Sasse's stage 4 pancreatic cancer diagnosis. O’Neil argues that 
modern society seeks "endless entertainment" to avoid facing the "inevitable truth" of 
death. 

2. Consistency of "Reality Check" Themes 

Your assertion that matters of faith have been a periodic topic in the Kovach Reality Check 
series is consistent with your provided publication history. The draft concerning Senator 
Sasse explicitly links personal mortality and faith to broader societal issues, noting that 
"corruption and manipulation of health or housing" can cut lives short, making such 
reƲections relevant to all. 

3. Analysis of Secularism and Evidence for Belief 

The argument that O’Neil has a point regarding a largely secular society—despite existing 
arguments for faith—is supportable within the context of the provided materials: 

• Secularism vs. Evidence: The linked reƲection on the Christmas season argues for 
a faith rooted in "evidence, meaning, and human dignity," suggesting that belief need 
not be blind but can be supported by historical and philosophical reasoning. 

• Societal Distraction: O’Neil notes that, unlike our ancestors, we are often 
"insulated" from the constant experience of death. 

4. DiƯering Belief Systems and Historical Context 

Your observation regarding the proliferation of denominations following Martin Luther is 
factually accurate: 

• Protestant Movement: Martin Luther’s actions in the 16th century initiated the 
Protestant Reformation. Sasse himself is identiƱed as having been raised Missouri 
Synod Lutheran before joining a Presbyterian Church in America (PCA) 
congregation. 

• The "Lutero-Calvinist" Identity: Sasse identiƱes as a "Lutero-Calvinist," a term 
used to describe his embrace of Reformed theology while maintaining Lutheran 
traditions. 

• Plurality of Claims: The provided FEA notes that while Sasse’s "deathbed 
statement" is moving, it should be viewed alongside the reality that "thousands to 
millions" have died globally for various faiths or under tyrannical regimes, 
suggesting that a search for "Christian truth" requires careful discernment among 
many competing claims. 



5. Fairness and Accuracy of Pondering Faith 

It is a fair and supportable conclusion that if faith were "more lived than given lip service," it 
could signiƱcantly impact society. The draft argues that: 

• True Clarity: Moments of "true clarity" are rare, and facing mortality (as Sasse is 
doing) oƯers a "curious form of grace" to prepare the soul for what is next. 

• Beyond Whitewashing: The MHProNews FEA emphasizes that it will not 
"whitewash" individuals simply because of a moving statement, but rather uses the 
moment to encourage readers to ponder these "temporal and spiritual matters". 

In summary, the questions you pose are well-supported by the evidence in the drafts. They 
challenge the reader to move beyond "hallmark-sappy spirituality" toward what Sasse calls 
"stiƯer stuƯ"—a reality-based hope that addresses the Ʊnality of death. 
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We work hard to distract ourselves, but the truth of our mortality will break through, sooner 
or later. 
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Tyler O'Neil | January 17, 2026… 
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So, when someone like former Republican Senator Ben Sasse announces that he's been 
diagnosed with stage 4 pancreatic cancer, it puts us face to face with our own mortality. 
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We seek endless entertainment, Ʊlling our days with buzz, gossip, sports, and movies to 
avoid the inevitable truth: we are all going to die. 

 

PDF 

Page 1 

PrePubAIchkDeathSentenceTwoDaysBeforeChristmasImNotGoingDownWithoutFightMom
entsOfTrueClarityAreTooRareInOurDistractedLivesEx-
SenatorBaresSoulByConfessingFateFEA-MHProNews.pdf 

People are having their lives cut short in the Western World due to corruption and 
manipulation of health or housing. 
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We all die richer or poorer. On those points, the deathbed declaration of Ben Sasse is 
relevant to us all. 
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Unlike our ancestors, we don't witness death constantly. We don't even consider how lucky 
we are to have escaped what they faced-infant mortality, death in childbirth, more frequent 
wars, and ever- present disease and poverty. 
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Even insulated from the constant experience of death as we are, we know that death is 
coming. 
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Former Senator and University of Florida President Ben Sasse attends Grace Church, a 
Presbyterian Church in America (PCA) congregation in Fremont, Nebraska, though he was 
raised Missouri Synod Lutheran and identiƱes as a "Lutero-Calvinist," having embraced 
Reformed theology. 
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Background: He grew up Lutheran but became theologically Reformed and joined the PCA 
church, marrying his faith to Lutheran traditions. 
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Denomination: Presbyterian Church in America (PCA). Location: Fremont, Nebraska. 
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This facts-evidence-analysis (FEA) MHProNews article is not going to be a whitewash of 
former Senator Ben Sasse (NE-R) just because he has made a moving 'deathbed' 
statement about Jesus and his hope for salvation. 



 

PDF 

Page 7 

PrePubAIchkDeathSentenceTwoDaysBeforeChristmasImNotGoingDownWithoutFightMom
entsOfTrueClarityAreTooRareInOurDistractedLivesEx-
SenatorBaresSoulByConfessingFateFEA-MHProNews.pdf 

It oƯers that soul time 'to prepare' for what is next, in both temporal and spiritual matters. 
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Thousands to millions have died in places like Nigeria, Uganda, Rwanda, Sudan, or 
elsewhere in Africa as militant Muslims or others killed, maimed, and raped Christians and 
those who were deemed 'not part of their tribe.'… 
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"Death Sentence" Two Days Before Christmas. "I'm not going down without a Ʊght" 
'Moments of True Clarity are Too Rare in Our Distracted Lives.'… 
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4) MHProNews further notes that it can be a curious form of grace to know that someone is 
facing a life- threatening illness or condition. It oƯers that soul time 'to prepare' for what is 
next, in both temporal and spiritual matters. 
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Not an abstract hope in fanciful human goodness; not hope in vague hallmark-sappy 
spirituality;… 
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A well-lived life demands more reality - stiƯer stuƯ. That's why, during advent, even while 
still walking in darkness, we shout our hope - often properly with a gravelly voice soldiering 
through tears. 

 


