
 

2 pre-publication draft of emerging report on MHProNews on the topics a shown for third-
party artiƱcial intelligence (AI) facts-evidence-analysis (FEA) checks.  

EXCLUSIVE - 'Manufactured Housing Improvement Act Said a Purpose of HUD 
Regulation Was to Facilitate More AƯordable Manufactured Homes to Boost 
Homeownership for All Americans' ROAD 2025 FEA 

Mark Weiss, J.D., stated: "in the “Purposes” section of the Manufactured Housing 
Improvement Act of 2000, Congress stated that one of the key purposes of the law (and 
hence, of HUD’s regulation of manufactured housing), was “to facilitate the availability of 
aƯordable manufactured homes and to increase homeownership for all Americans.” There 
are some 7.1 million aƯordable housing units needed in the U.S., according to the National 
Low Income Housing Coalition (NLIHC). Conventional builders have repeatedly admitted 
that they can't build houses that most Ʊrst-time buyers can aƯord without subsidies. Some 
75 percent of all Americans can't aƯord a new site-built house, per the National 
Association of Home Builders (NAHB). Without naming either the Manufactured Housing 
Institute (MHI) or the Manufactured Housing Association for Regulatory Reform (MHARR), 
new MHI board member Sam Landy, J.D., president and CEO of UMH Properties (UMH) 
recently utilized HousingWire to make an argument much like MHARR's position with 
respect to problems with the ROAD to Housing Act's need for two amendments. This writer 
for industry-leading ManufacturedHomeProNews.com (MHProNews) also utilized 
HousingWire to emphasize Landy's and MHARR's points and MHI is not known to have 
made any public response. Which begs the question. Why is MHI silent on the call by 
MHARR and MHI board member Landy to improve the ROAD to Housing Act? MHARR 
argues that without two amendments the ROAD to Housing Act will undermine the 2000 
Reform Law's "enhanced preemption" provision. 

Congress held multiple hearings where testimony was taken on HUD's failure to robustly 
enforce so-called "enhanced preemption." Democrat and Republican lawmakers have 
questioned HUD Secretaries from the opposing party why they have failed to enforce 
"enhanced preemption." Over two decades of delays on implementing the seldom invoked 
federal authority to override local regulations/zoning are the among the reasons MHARR 
has urged adoption of two amendments that can make housing aƯordability without more 
federal subsidies possible. 

Those proposed MHARR amendments to do the following. 

Included with this communication is speciƱc proposed amendment language designed to: 
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• (1)   To compel HUD to fully enforce the enhanced federal preemption of the 
Manufactured Housing Improvement Act of 2000 to “prevent, prohibit and remedy 
the zoning exclusion [of] or discriminatory restrictions on the placement of 
manufactured homes in any state or local jurisdiction thereof;” and 

• (2)   To compel Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac to implement DTS with respect to 
manufactured home personal property consumer loans by expressly making the 
inclusion of such loans in DTS mandatory. 

Those MHARR amendments are in the document linked here. 

According to oƯicial data, from 1995-2000 HUD Code manufactured housing producers 
shipped 2,033,545 new HUD Code manufactured homes. Here is that math per year: 
2,033,545/6=338,924.166667. 

From 2001 to 2024 manufactured home producers built and shipped 2,333,714 HUD Code 
manufactured housing dwellings. Here is that math per year: 2,333,714/24 = 
97238.0833333. 

At the 1995-2000 pace that sharp drop accounts for much of the lack of aƯordable housing 
in the U.S. Here is that math: 338,924.166667 - 97,238.0833333 = 241,686.083. 
241,686.083 x 24 = 5,800,465.99. 

  

[caption id="attachment_223397" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/census-bureau-shipments-by-year-1959-

https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/ManufacturedHousingAssociationForRegulatoryMHARR.ROADtoHousingAct2025Letter.attachmentsPDF.pdf
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/census-bureau-shipments-by-year-1959-2019-13-3-million-mobile-and-manufactured-homes-produced-population-trends-and-manufactured-housing-production-mhville-reality-check-fea/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/census-bureau-shipments-by-year-1959-2019-13-3-million-mobile-and-manufactured-homes-produced-population-trends-and-manufactured-housing-production-mhville-reality-check-fea/


2019-13-3-million-mobile-and-manufactured-homes-produced-population-trends-and-
manufactured-housing-production-mhville-reality-check-fea/ [/caption] 

  

Repeated Congressional testimony as well as third-party research reƲects that the lack of 
the Duty to Serve (DTS) enforcement by the FHFA and the local 
zoning/placement/regulatory barriers are the key factors accounting for that 5.8 million 
manufactured home deƱcit. Note the U.S. population increased about 20.54 percent from 
2000 to 2024. So, adjusting that 5,800,465.9 total manufactured home deƱcit by 20.54 
percent (meaning, if production had not only continued at the 1995-2000 rate, but had also 
kept pace with the U.S. population growth) then this is what that math looks like: 
5,800,465.9 x 1.205 = 6,989,561.4095. 

Restated, that 6,989,561.4095 deƱcit is very close to the 7.1 million housing units that the 
NLIHC asserts the nation currently lacks. 

As a former multi-year MHI member and former MHI Suppliers Division board 
member, MHProNews editorially been a critic of several MHI member Ʊrms and MHI 
actions/inactions. That is said to transparently frame the following. While Cavco and 
several other MHI members have been credibly accused of antitrust violations that include 
a national class action lawsuit where 8 of the 11 defendants are MHI members the 
snapshot be Cavco below is well supported. If anything, the annotated Cavco graphic 
underestimates the number of aƯordable housing units needed. McKinsey, NLIHC, and 
Senator Sheldon Whitehouse are among those who have said that the lack of aƯordable 
housing is a two trillion-dollar annual economic drag. 
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With the MHARR White Paper and the two MHARR amendments added to the ROAD to 
Housing Act 2025, the free market could rapidly ramp up and begin to address the 
aƯordable housing crisis. In the past HUD Code manufactured housing experienced 
historic surges that revealed examples of what is possible. 
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The historic information linked here and shown above demonstrates what is possible. The 
accessory dwelling unit (ADU) example in California of enforcing statewide preemption 
could be mirrored nationally if federal preemption and the Duty to Serve (DTS) were being 
enforced. 
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MHProNews Note 1: depending on your browser or device, many images in this report can 
be clicked to expand. or example, in some browsers/devices you click the image and select 
'open in a new window.' After clicking that selection, you click the image in the open window 
to expand the image to a larger size. To return to this page, use your back key, escape or 
follow the prompts. [/caption] 

  

The combination of ENFORCEMENT of more aƯordable Ʊnancing - that is already federal 
law under the Housing and Economic Recovery Act of 2008 (HERA) urged by MHARR and 
the Underserved Markets Coalition - and the ENFORCEMENT of enhanced preemption are 
the keys to unlock more housing production without more taxpayer expenditures. The 
typical protests against doing so have been debunked by reams of third-party research. Will 
some complain? Of course. But the job of Congress is to see to the needs of the public at 
large rather than special interests. When very diƯerent MHI members Landy (politely, via 
HousingWire) or the arguably notorious MHI member Frank Rolfe have publicly raised 
issues related to MHI's behavior, it is time for Congress to brush aside any objection MHI or 
others might have in favor of what could beneƱt tens of millions of American households 
who are spending more than 30 percent of their household income for housing. 
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This is just common sense. More good factory (manufactured home production center) 
jobs would be created. More generational wealth would be created. Because DTS and 
federal preemption are already federal law, the Trump Administration could in theory 
simply order their enforcement. The evidence and prudence of this course of action will 
now be submitted to third-party artiƱcial intelligence (AI) for an independent facts-
evidence-analysis (FEA) check. 

From the headline to this point is only about 5 minutes of reading time. 

Part I. With left-leaning Google's artiƱcial intelligence (AI) powered Gemini was the 
following input-inquiry (Q&A, chat, discussion, etc.) 

Gemini, this document: https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wp-
content/uploads/2025/11/prepubAIchkEXCLUSIVE-
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ManufacturedHousingImprovementActSaidPurposeHUDregulationWasToFacilitateMoreAƯ
ordableManufacturedHomesBoostHomeownershipForAllAmericansROAD_2025_FEA.pdf 
and the uploaded PDF are the same. Do a journalistic facts-evidence-analysis (FEA) model 
check of the various items that are shown and linked to correct, conƱrm, or clarify the 
information shown for accuracy and support based on known online information at this 
time. Does the article deliver on the headline? Does the facts and evidence stand up to 
close examination for logic and connecting the dots? Use plain text hyperlinks to support 
your Ʊndings. 

 

The journalistic Facts-Evidence-Analysis (FEA) model check conƱrms that the article, 
"EXCLUSIVE - 'Manufactured Housing Improvement Act Said a Purpose of HUD Regulation 
Was to Facilitate More AƯordable Manufactured Homes to Boost Homeownership for All 
Americans' ROAD 2025 FEA," is factually accurate on its core statistics and legal 
references. The article delivers on its headline by connecting the original law's purpose to 
the current regulatory failures, and its facts and evidence stand up to close examination 
for logic, supported by public records and industry reports. 

 

Facts-Evidence-Analysis (FEA) Check Summary 

The article's central argument is that the aƯordable housing crisis can be signiƱcantly 
alleviated by enforcing two key components of existing federal law related to manufactured 
housing: enhanced federal preemption (by HUD) and the Duty to Serve (DTS) (by 
FHFA/GSEs). The evidence gathered supports the factual premises and the logic of 
connecting these regulatory failures to the crisis. 

1. Headline Delivery and Legal Foundation (ConƱrmed) 

The article's headline and opening claims accurately reƲect the legislative intent of the 
Manufactured Housing Improvement Act of 2000 (MHIA). 

• Claim: The MHIA stated a key purpose of HUD's regulation was "to facilitate the 
availability of aƯordable manufactured homes and to increase homeownership for 
all Americans." 

• FEA ConƱrmation: ConƱrmed. The MHIA speciƱcally states this purpose. This 
legislative directive is the veriƱable legal and political premise of the article. 



• Headline Conclusion: The article delivers on the headline by quoting the express, 
statutory purpose that it then argues is being unmet. 

 

2. Core Economic and AƯordability Data (ConƱrmed) 

The statistics cited to establish the scale of the aƯordable housing crisis—the problem the 
article proposes manufactured housing should solve—are accurate and sourced from 
reputable national organizations. 

• Claim: 7.1 Million Unit DeƱcit (NLIHC): There is a need for 7.1 million aƯordable 
housing units in the U.S., according to the National Low Income Housing Coalition 
(NLIHC). 

o FEA ConƱrmation: ConƱrmed. NLIHC's "The Gap" report repeatedly Ʊnds a 
national shortage of approximately 7.1 million aƯordable and available 
rental homes for extremely low-income renters. 

• Claim: 75% Cannot AƯord Site-Built (NAHB): Some 75 percent of all Americans 
cannot aƯord a new median-priced, site-built house, per the National Association of 
Home Builders (NAHB). 

o FEA ConƱrmation: ConƱrmed. Recent NAHB data corroborates that 
approximately 74.9% (nearly 75%) of U.S. households cannot aƯord a 
median-priced new home. 

• Claim: $2 Trillion Economic Drag: The lack of aƯordable housing results in an 
estimated annual drag of $2 trillion on the U.S. economy. 

o FEA ConƱrmation: ConƱrmed. This Ʊgure is cited in various economic 
reports and policy documents, including those summarized by the U.S. 
Senate Committee on the Budget, linking housing shortages to reduced GDP 
growth and labor mobility costs. 

 

3. Logic and Connecting the Dots: Regulatory Bottlenecks (ConƱrmed) 

The article's central logical chain—that the failure to enforce speciƱc laws prevents 
manufactured housing from Ʊlling the conƱrmed aƯordability gap—is supported by 
consistent criticism from industry stakeholders and government accountability reports. 

A. Enhanced Federal Preemption (HUD) 



  

• Claim: HUD has failed to fully enforce the MHIA's enhanced federal preemption 
authority, allowing local authorities to use "zoning ordinances and requirements" to 
exclude manufactured homes, despite the law mandating preemption be "broadly 
and liberally construed". 

• FEA ConƱrmation: ConƱrmed. The search results show a long history of criticism 
(e.g., from the Manufactured Housing Association for Regulatory Reform (MHARR)) 
that HUD has failed to properly implement and narrowly construed the enhanced 
preemption provision of the 2000 Act, which was intended to override restrictive 
state and local standards and requirements (including some related to zoning and 
placement). A 2014 GAO report also found that HUD had not "fully met key 
purposes of the 2000 Manufactured Housing Improvement Act". 

B. Duty to Serve (DTS) (FHFA/GSEs) 

  

• Claim: The Federal Housing Finance Agency (FHFA) and the Government-
Sponsored Enterprises (GSEs), Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac, have failed to 
implement the Duty to Serve mandate for manufactured housing in a "market 
signiƱcant" manner, particularly for personal property (chattel) loans, leading to 
higher consumer interest rates and reduced Ʊnancing. 

• FEA ConƱrmation: ConƱrmed. DTS was enacted in 2008 as part of the Housing and 
Economic Recovery Act (HERA), requiring the GSEs to serve the manufactured 
housing market. Criticism persists that DTS has not been fully implemented, 
especially for chattel loans, which represent the largest segment of manufactured 
home Ʊnancing. Industry groups continue to Ʊle comments urging the FHFA to fully 
implement the DTS mandate to increase liquidity and reduce high-interest loans for 
manufactured housing consumers. 

C. Preemption Analogy (ADUs) 

  

• Claim: The article uses the California Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) boom as an 
analogy, suggesting that state preemption of local zoning laws led to ADU 
production "skyrocketing" or "virtually tripling overnight." 

• FEA ConƱrmation: ConƱrmed as a strong analogy. Following state preemption 
laws in California (starting in 2017), ADU production saw a dramatic surge. 



Permitting in Los Angeles, for example, reportedly increased by a factor of 30 over 
previous years, making ADUs a signiƱcant contributor to new housing supply. This 
outcome logically supports the article's premise that state or federal preemption 
of local restrictions can unlock massive production in an otherwise constrained 
housing sector. 

  

Part II. From the Q&A by MHProNews with xAI's Grok. 

  

Part III 

Conclusion 

  

  

 


