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Putting the lamp under the lampstand
4 Al Overview

Al Overview

"Putting the lamp under the lampstand" describes the act of placing a lit lamp in an
inappropriate, concealing location, such as a bushel or bed, rather than on its proper stand
where its light can be seen and illuminate a room. This imagery comes from a parable in
the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke, where Jesus uses it to teach that his followers
should not hide their faith or good deeds but should instead allow their "light" to shine
openly, visible to others and glorifying God.

The Parable's Meaning
e TheLamp:

Represents the light of Christ, the truth of the Gospel, or the believer's faith.
¢ The Lampstand:

Symbolizes the public, open place where the light should be, signifying a visible witness.
¢ Hiding the Lamp:

Represents obscuring the truth through fear, sin, neglect, or a reluctance to share one's
faith and good works publicly.

e The Goal:

Jesus emphasizes that the purpose of light is to reveal and illuminate. Therefore, believers
are called to live an authentic, transparent life, allowing others to see Christ through their
actions and words.

Biblical References

The parable is found in several Gospels:
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e Matthew 5:15:

"nor does anyone light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives

light to all who are in the house".

e Mark4:21:

"Does anyone bring a lamp to be put under a basket or under a bed, and not to be placed

on alampstand?".

e Luke 8:16:

"No one lights a lamp and then covers it with a vessel or puts it under a bed, but putsitona

stand, that those who enter may see the light".
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* Al Overview

“Putting the lamp under the lampstand” describes the act of placing a lit lamp in an
inappropriate, concealing location, such as a bushel or bed, rather than on its
proper stand where its light can be seen and illuminate a room. This imagery comes
from a parable in the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke, where Jesus uses it to teach
that his followers should not hide their faith or good deeds but should instead allow
their “light" to shine openly, visible to others and glorifying Ged.

The Parable's Meaning ¢

+ The Lamp: Represents the light of Christ, the truth of the Gospel, or the
believer's faith.

+ The Lampstand: Symbolizes the public, open place where the light should be,
signifying a visible witness.

= Hiding the Lamp: Represents obscuring the truth through fear, sin, neglect, or a
reluctance ta share one's faith and good works publicly.

* The Goal: Jesus emphasizes that the purpose of light is to reveal and illuminate.
Therefore, believers are called to live an authentic, transparent life, allowing
others to see Christ through their actions and words.

Biblical References

The parable is found in several Gospels:

= M : "nor does anyone light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on the
lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house". @

+ Mark 4:21: "Does anyene bring a lamp to be put under a basket or under a bed,
and not to be placed on a lampstand?”. #

* Luke 8:16: "No cne lights a lamp and then covers it with a vessel or puts it under a
bed, but puts it on a stand, that those who enter may see the light".
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Luke 8:16 No one lights a lamp and
covers it with a jar or puts ...

* Jesus Christ. The speaker of this parable,
Jesus uses everyday imagery to convey spiritu
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Luke 8:16 - Bible Gateway
But he sets it ona candlestick, so that those who enter may see
the light. "No one after lighting a lamp covers it with a vessel,
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Mark 4:21 Jesus also said to them, "Does
anyone bring in a lamp to ...

In ancient times, lamps were essential for
providing light in homes, which were often dark.
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