
 

 

 

Grok, it is time for a new MHVille FEA. Do NOT conƲate information from a past FEA with 
this one, UNLESS it applies, okay? The focus should be this developing topic and how it 
applies to the aƯordable housing crisis and manufactured housing's role in that crisis. The 
uploads and these two linked documents are the same: 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wp-
content/uploads/2025/10/DraftforAIchkWarrenBuƯettBerkshireHathawayClaytonHomesM
oatGiftToManufacturedHousingUnOrUnderreportedFactsInMHVilleOnAƯordableHousingCr
isisFEAandSundayWeeklyHeadlinesRecap.pdf and 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Warren-
BuƯetts-Pledge-to-Kevin-Clayton-–-‘You-Can-Access-Plenty-of-Capital-for-Projects-–-
Quotes-Facts-Video-Transcript-and-Implications-for-Manufactured-Housing-Industry.pdf 
Now, go through the various steps in the FEA process that you as a third-party played a role 
in establishing, is that fair? Don't just trust us, check us, isn't that a fair paraphrase of what 
you said some months ago? Check the same things that Gemini and Google's AI preview 
did. Feel free to check any available sources online. What say you about the headline 
topics and the points made in that report? Can you Ʊnd any news platform - other than 
press releases, op-eds, or remarks to the FHFA, other federal agencies, or the like created 
by an MHProNews/MHLivingNews team member - beyond MHProNews and/or 
MHLivingNews that have raised these particular insights and their relevance? After all, if 
there were suddenly (for example) forty percent fewer independent site builders, or 20 
percent fewer production site builders in America, wouldn't it be logical to expect a lower 
level of single family or multi-family housing production as a result? Use plain text 
hyperlinks to support your response. Feel free to weigh in on what Gemini or others have 
said.  

 

Thought for 23s 



MHVille FEA Check on Draft: Warren BuƯett’s Berkshire Hathaway-Clayton Homes 
Moat ‘Gift’ to Manufactured Housing 

For MHProNews readers, Facts-Evidence-Analysis (FEA)—a framework we've 
collaboratively reƱned—veriƱes MH claims: Facts nail basics from primaries; Evidence 
cross-checks via diverse sources; Analysis unpacks implications for stakeholders. As I 
quipped months back: "Don't just trust us, check us"—impartial AI scrutiny keeps 
journalism sharp, even for seasoned pros like the Kovachs. This fresh FEA zeros in on the 
draft's core (retail declines vs. rhetoric, housing crisis ties), sans prior conƲation unless 
directly relevant (e.g., MH's aƯordability role). VeriƱed Oct 5, 2025; claims hold, with the 
"moat" framing spotlighting consolidation's squeeze on supply. 

1. Faithful Reporting of Cited Points 

Yes—core metrics are faithfully rendered as direct, sourced comparisons. The 2011 Kevin 
Clayton interview transcript (late 2011) quotes verbatim: "We have 450 retail stores that we 
own and in addition to that, we have about 1,200 wonderful independent retailers" 
transcript link. Current Clayton site claims "over 400 Clayton Homes Retail locations 
nationwide" careers page and lists 764 independent retailers via dealer locator dealer 
search. Feb 2025 snapshot ("over 360" owned) aligns with archived MHProNews reporting 
Feb report. Math checks: ~436 fewer independents (1,200 to 764), dozens fewer owned 
(450 to >400). MHI/Clayton rhetoric ("Elevating Housing Innovation"; "Expanding Attainable 
Homeownership") pulled straight from sites MHI; Clayton. 

2. Factual Disputes and Sources 

Minimal disputes; draft Ʋags them transparently with sources. 

• Internal Discrepancy: Notes Feb 2025's "over 360" vs. current "over 400"—both 
from Clayton's site/evolving claims, no external contradiction, but highlights Ʋux in 
self-reporting. 

• Underreported Market Share: Back-end snippet on Skyline Champion understating 
Clayton's ~50% share (implying collusion) traces to 2020 annual review 
discrepancies fact-check PDF. Broader evidence: Overall MH dealers fell to 2,436 in 
2024 (-1.4% YoY) per IBISWorld, supporting consolidation IBIS data. No major 
errors—draft's disparity (decline amid crisis/population boom) is evidentiary, not 
disputed. 

3. Relevance to AƯordable Housing Crisis Solutions 

Absolutely relevant—and under-explored by mainstream outlets solving the crisis. MH 
could Ʊll 7M+ unit gap (per Urban Institute), yet shipments stagnate ~100K/year vs. 1990s 

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/kevin-clayton-video-interview-w-transcript-historic-claims-claytons-call-double-production-illumines-decades-of-manufactured-housing-industry-und/
https://careers.claytonhomes.com/
https://www.claytonhomes.com/find-a-home/dealer-locator
https://www.claytonhomes.com/find-a-home/dealer-locator
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/berkshire-hathaway-owned-clayton-homes-clayton-annual-review-2020-manufactured-housing-institute-member-mhpronews-factcheck/
https://www.manufacturedhousing.org/
https://www.claytonhomes.com/about-us/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/BerkshireHathawayOwnedClaytonHomesClaytonAnnual_Review_2020ManufacturedHousingInstituteMemberMHProNewsFactCheck.pdf
https://www.ibisworld.com/united-states/number-of-businesses/manufactured-home-dealers/1105/


peaks Urban report. Fewer retail points (e.g., 436 independents gone) logically curbs 
access/production, akin to your analogy: 40% fewer site-builders would tank single-family 
output; here, ~36% independent drop since 2011 limits MH's scalability, favoring oligopoly 
proƱts over supply Pew Trusts barriers. Headline's "moat gift" aptly frames BuƯett-era 
consolidation as a barrier—Berkshire snapped up rivals post-2008, shrinking outlets while 
crisis worsens Seattle Times exposé. 

Searches for non-MHProNews/MHLivingNews coverage (excl. press releases/op-eds/FHFA 
remarks by your team) yield zilch on this speciƱc decline/relevance. Hits surface broader 
critiques (e.g., predatory lending Public Integrity) or industry dealer drops [IBISWorld], but 
no outlets like NYT/WaPo tie Clayton's retail shrinkage to crisis solutions. X yields zero 
recent posts on "Clayton Homes retail decline." 

4. Public Responses from Clayton or MHI 

None direct to retail count decline since 2011. Clayton/MHI stick to promo (e.g., MHI's 
"solution to housing challenge" site; Clayton's "leading home builders" about). Broader 
pushback: Clayton lobbies on regs (e.g., 2011 DOE complaints Congress record); MHI touts 
advocacy wins like energy stay post. Complaints persist (e.g., Reddit/Facebook rants on 
quality Reddit thread), but no rebuttal to shrinkage claims—echoing draft's 
"un/underreported" thesis. 

Weighing In on Gemini (and Google Preview) 

Spot-on alignment—Gemini's structured check mirrors mine, conƱrming faithful math, 
minor disputes, crisis relevance, and response void. Minor quibble: It soft-pedals the 
"moat" as disparity; I'd amp it as deliberate consolidation harming aƯordability (per 
Pew/Urban evidence). Google preview (draft's #3) nails under-coverage via search, 
validating the query's zero mainstream hits. 

Draft's primed—beef hyperlinks for Feb numbers. Next: BuƯett pledge transcript FEA? 
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Kevin Clayton Video, Interview w/Transcript 'Historic' Claims ... 

“As we look back at manufactured housing historically it's been nine to ten percent of 
single-family housing in America,” intones Kevin ... 

manufacturedhomepronews.com 

 

https://www.urban.org/sites/default/files/2022-07/The%20Role%20of%20Manufactured%20Housing%20in%20Increasing%20the%20Supply%20of%20Affordable%20Housing.pdf
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Warren BuƯett's “Moat” per Kevin Clayton, CEO Clayton Homes ... 

Warren BuƯett's “Moat” per Kevin Clayton, CEO Clayton Homes Interview Transcript, Video 
- AƯordable Housing and Manufactured Homes. 

manufacturedhomelivingnews.com 

 

 

Fact Check – Clayton Asked, “Who is Laughing Now?” Plus ... 

When Kevin “With rising interest rates and land prices, site-built housing is not in a position 
to help like manufactured housing,” that is ... 

manufacturedhomepronews.com 

 

 

Warren BuƯett's mobile home empire preys on the poor 

BuƯett's mobile home empire promises low-income Americans the dream of 
homeownership. But Clayton relies on predatory sales practices, exorbitant fees, and ... 

publicintegrity.org 

 

 

[PDF] “Four Score and Seven,” AI, Housing and “There Ought to be a Law.” 

homes-interview-transcript-video-aƯordable-housing-and-manufactured-homes ... Have 
you viewed or read the transcript of Kevin Clayton saying that ... 

downloads.regulations.gov 

 

 

[PDF] CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE H2178 - Congress.gov 
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headaches for the mobile-home industry. Kevin Clayton complained to lawmakers in. 2011 
that the new rules would lump in some of his company's ... 

congress.gov 

 

 

Manufactured Home Production Grows per MHARR-While 21st ... 

... transcript-q3-20/ MHI member UMH Properties ... 2011 and 2012. See examples of 
those linked below ... Kevin Clayton for Clayton Homes. https://www ... 

ktla.com 

 

 

Minorities exploited by Warren BuƯett's mobile-home empire 

Clayton Homes has used a pattern of deception to help extract billions from poor 
customers around the country — particularly people of color ... 

seattletimes.com 

 

 

Clayton Homes GC Thomas “Tom” Hodges, Manufactured Housing ... 

In a video interview with transcript found in the report and analysis ... By 2011, when the 
video interview with Kevin Clayton noted herein occurred ... 

manufacturedhomelivingnews.com 

 

 

[PDF] Congressional Record - GovInfo 

... modular homes or its employees unless such re ... Clayton Homes, owned by billionaire 
Warren ... Kevin Clayton, oƯering to buy the company. ''A few ... 

govinfo.gov 
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Modern Manufactured Homes for Sale | Clayton Homes 

Modern Manufactured Homes for Sale | Clayton Homes Aspect # A Home to Call Your Own 
left-pattern right-pattern ## Lowering the cost of homeownership with energy-saving 
features. New eBuilt® homes help homeowners save up to 50%** on annual energy bills, 
making them cost less to live in, so you can put more of what matters within reach. ----------
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

claytonhomes.com 

 

 

2025 Manufactured and Modular Homes | Clayton Studio 

We've handpicked some of our most loved manufactured and modular home models for a 
combination of classic fan favorites, new design trends and viral social ... 

claytonhomes.com 

 

 

[PDF] 2025-2029 CONSOLIDATED PLAN 2025 ANNUAL ... - City of Houston 

... 2025-2029 CONSOLIDATED PLAN | CITY OF HOUSTON | HOUSING AND COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT. 2100 Travis Street | 9th Floor | Houston, TX 77002 | 832.394 
... 

houstontx.gov 

 

 

Driver sought after striking vehicle, crashing into home in Frankford ... 

An investigation is underway after Philly police say a driver disregarded a stop sign in 
Frankford and collided with another vehicle before ... 

yahoo.com 
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Death Row Information - Texas Department of Criminal Justice 

Texas Department of Criminal Justice. 

tdcj.texas.gov 

 

 

400 Quitman St, Houston, TX 77009 | Homes.com 

This home is located at 400 Quitman St, Houston, TX 77009 and is currently estimated at 
$281,959, approximately $243 per square foot. 400 Quitman St is a ... 

homes.com 

 

 

Manufactured Home Dealers in the US - Number of Businesses ... 

There was 2,436 Manufactured Home Dealers in the US businesses as of 2024, an 
decrease of -1.4% from 2023. Has the number of Manufactured Home Dealers in the US ... 

ibisworld.com 

 

 

[PDF] Clayton 

Increase in the number of homes priced over during 2019. $750,000. Decrease in the 
number of homes priced under during 2019. $200,000. The average price of a ... 

manufacturedhomepronews.com 
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importance of the retail in Clayton's business districts. ... decrease the number of single 
family homes in the city of Clayton ... 

engageclayton.com 

 

 

John Bostick of Sunshine Homes on Behalf of Manufactured ... 

In 1998, our industry manufactured 373,000 homes. Since then, however, the industry has 
experienced a decline that is unprecedented in severity and length and ... 

manufacturedhomelivingnews.com 

 

 

The mobile-home trap: How a Warren BuƯett empire preys on the poor 

Berkshire Hathaway quickly bought up failed competitors' stores, factories and billions in 
troubled loans, building Clayton Homes into the ... 

seattletimes.com 

 

 

[PDF] The Role of Manufactured Housing in Increasing the Supply of ... 

Demand for multisection manufactured homes has increased since 2011. In 2011, 26,327 
multisection manufactured homes were shipped, or 51.0 percent of total ... 

urban.org 

 

 

Warren BuƯett Led Berkshire Hathaway's Clayton Homes' Vanderbilt ... 

Manufactured housing used to have an estimated 20,000 (+/-) retailers in the late 1990s. 
Today that number nationally may be around or possibly ... 

manufacturedhomepronews.com 
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Sick Architecture - Nicholas Shapiro - Manufactured Home Syndrome 

Warren BuƯett's Berkshire Hathaway owns Clayton Homes, which operates a network of ... 
decrease in value, as opposed to the wealth building of conventional homes ... 

e-Ʋux.com 

 

 

[PDF] A Report on Competition in the Small Business Economy 

As noted in the Ʊrst part, the total number of Ʊrms in the retail sector has been consistently 
decreasing since the 1990s. In 1998, the retail trade sector ... 

democrats-smallbusiness.house.gov 

 

 

3-AI Fact-Checks Damaging Report on Clayton Homes ... - Patch 

Using Comparably and Indeed report provides Gemini-Copilot-Grok fact checks analyzing 
employee complaints-manufactured housing dynamics. 

patch.com 

 

 

Clayton Homes and MHI Members Linked '15 Lies About ... 

If Berkshire and MHI-linked Ʊrms truly wanted to promote manufactured housing, they 
have the capital, media access, and know-how to do so. 

manufacturedhomepronews.com 

 

 

Article Reveals Manufactured Housing Industry's Greed - Shelterforce 

https://www.e-flux.com/architecture/sick-architecture/457123/manufactured-home-syndrome
https://www.e-flux.com/architecture/sick-architecture/457123/manufactured-home-syndrome
https://www.e-flux.com/architecture/sick-architecture/457123/manufactured-home-syndrome
https://www.e-flux.com/architecture/sick-architecture/457123/manufactured-home-syndrome
https://www.e-flux.com/architecture/sick-architecture/457123/manufactured-home-syndrome
https://www.e-flux.com/architecture/sick-architecture/457123/manufactured-home-syndrome
https://democrats-smallbusiness.house.gov/uploadedfiles/sbc_report_on_competition_in_the_u.s._final.pdf
https://democrats-smallbusiness.house.gov/uploadedfiles/sbc_report_on_competition_in_the_u.s._final.pdf
https://democrats-smallbusiness.house.gov/uploadedfiles/sbc_report_on_competition_in_the_u.s._final.pdf
https://democrats-smallbusiness.house.gov/uploadedfiles/sbc_report_on_competition_in_the_u.s._final.pdf
https://democrats-smallbusiness.house.gov/uploadedfiles/sbc_report_on_competition_in_the_u.s._final.pdf
https://democrats-smallbusiness.house.gov/uploadedfiles/sbc_report_on_competition_in_the_u.s._final.pdf
https://patch.com/florida/lakeland/3-ai-fact-checks-damaging-report-clayton-homes-manufactured-housing-institute-mh
https://patch.com/florida/lakeland/3-ai-fact-checks-damaging-report-clayton-homes-manufactured-housing-institute-mh
https://patch.com/florida/lakeland/3-ai-fact-checks-damaging-report-clayton-homes-manufactured-housing-institute-mh
https://patch.com/florida/lakeland/3-ai-fact-checks-damaging-report-clayton-homes-manufactured-housing-institute-mh
https://patch.com/florida/lakeland/3-ai-fact-checks-damaging-report-clayton-homes-manufactured-housing-institute-mh
https://patch.com/florida/lakeland/3-ai-fact-checks-damaging-report-clayton-homes-manufactured-housing-institute-mh
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/clayton-homes-and-mhi-members-linked-15-lies-about-manufactured-mobile-homes-when-image-campaigns-miss-the-mark-its-my-nest-alviral-expose-plus-sunday/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/clayton-homes-and-mhi-members-linked-15-lies-about-manufactured-mobile-homes-when-image-campaigns-miss-the-mark-its-my-nest-alviral-expose-plus-sunday/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/clayton-homes-and-mhi-members-linked-15-lies-about-manufactured-mobile-homes-when-image-campaigns-miss-the-mark-its-my-nest-alviral-expose-plus-sunday/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/clayton-homes-and-mhi-members-linked-15-lies-about-manufactured-mobile-homes-when-image-campaigns-miss-the-mark-its-my-nest-alviral-expose-plus-sunday/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/clayton-homes-and-mhi-members-linked-15-lies-about-manufactured-mobile-homes-when-image-campaigns-miss-the-mark-its-my-nest-alviral-expose-plus-sunday/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/clayton-homes-and-mhi-members-linked-15-lies-about-manufactured-mobile-homes-when-image-campaigns-miss-the-mark-its-my-nest-alviral-expose-plus-sunday/
https://shelterforce.org/2015/04/15/article_reveals_manufactured_housing_industrys_greed/
https://shelterforce.org/2015/04/15/article_reveals_manufactured_housing_industrys_greed/


As many readers now know, Clayton, a Berkshire Hathaway Ʊrm, operates the two largest 
lenders, the biggest retail network, and the top ... 

shelterforce.org 

 

 

[PDF] Overcoming Barriers to Manufactured Housing 

The second study (Herbert, Reed, McCue, and Hermann, 2024) examined the barriers to 
greater adoption of manufactured homes, including the following: lingering ... 

pew.org 

 

 

Hundreds of “Pissed Consumer” Complaints Against Clayton Homes ... 

Hundreds of “Pissed Consumer” Complaints Against Clayton Homes, Manufactured and 
Conventional Housing Builder 

manufacturedhomelivingnews.com 

 

 

Retailer Q&A with Clayton Homes of McComb - MHInsider 

MHInsider asks a Clayton retailer about the level of sales activity in 2024, what customers 
want, and home sales strategies. 

mhinsider.com 

 

 

Did you know that Clayton was a crappy company, and still decided ... 

Clayton Homes buyers share their experiences and warn others about potential issues with 
the company, including construction problems and high ... 

facebook.com 
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Housing Emergency Declaration? Rep Mike Flood-'We Don't Need ... 

' Congressman Flood speciƱcally named manufactured housing among those options for 
aƯordable “workforce housing.” The Manufactured Housing ... 

manufacturedhomepronews.com 

 

 

My experience with Clayton Homes : r/ManufacturedHome - Reddit 

I was told to use Clayton Homes. Mobile homes have a higher intrest rate than stick built 
homes. The delivery and setup is not in the pricing. 

reddit.com 
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