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Gemini, in the developing report below are arguably important

quotes to keep in mind and apply to current politics.
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wp-
content/uploads/2025/10/4AlcheckZohranMamdaniZohranForNYC-
ZohranMamdaniRunningForMayorToLowerThe CostOfLivingForWorkingClassNewYorkersBe
hindtheNewFaceOfTheDemocraticPartyCuomoSliwaFEA-MHProNews.pdf The upload and
the link are the same PDF. The first quote is from

left-leaning Noam Chomsky, who said: “That's the whole point of good
propaganda. You want to create a slogan that nobody's going to be against,

and everybody's going to be for.” It seems to me that Zoran Mamdani has made
several promises that fit that description, is that a fair observation? Doesn’t

the analogy from former socialist Thomas Sowell — while related to Obamacare -
apply to other sectors of the economy and regulation too? Governmentisn’t
without cost, correct? When Mamdani says he will make bus service (for example)
‘free’ that means that taxpayers will have to pay for that, correct? To apply

the Sowell principles linked in that MHLivingNews article in that article and

here: https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/tanstaafl-socialism-big-
government-thomas-sowell-affordable-housing-crisis-protections-against-special-
interests-how-to-move-to-solutions-crucial-safeguard-against-future-distortions-mhville-
fea/

wouldn’t it be fair to say that while it sounds appealing to a segment of
voters to promise ‘free stuff’itisn’t actually free and there are direct and
indirect costs caused by that, is that a fair observation? While Andrew Cuomo

certainly has (per current polling) a better shot to overtake Mamdani’s lead,



Cuomo has baggage just as Mamdani has baggage, isn’t that a fair observation?

By the way, the Google Al preview of what the pros and cons of Mamdani, in my view,
was overly simplistic, don’t you agree? There is no mention of the recent
controversy about his supposed aunt and the hijab covered in partin the Patch
report linked from the developing report, is that fair? Furthermore, even if

none of the campaigns happen to mention it, isn’t the Sowell reality checks
something that ought to be applied to each of the campaigns? What is doable and
what is just pleasant sounding words (Chomsky’s point) that is designed to win
votes even though it will never work, just as Obamacare never worked as
advertised, is that a fair and evidence-based line of thinking? Last for now in

the facts-evidence-analysis check. Is it fair to say that there could be parts

of New York City where HUD Code manufactured homes might be deployed if local
zoning didn’t stop it, and that could be one way to produce homes at scale for

a lower cost and thus lower purchase or rental points, correct? Make sure
MHProNews has correctly cited and credited the various sources as shown. While
itisn’tin the draft (yet), is there anything to keep any of the NYC mayoral

candidates from calling on Congress to amend the ROAD to Housing Act as MHARR

has suggested?
https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/manufactured-housing-
association-for-regulatory-reform-mharr-submits-amendments-to-address-key-
manufactured-housing-bottlenecks-industry-must-act/

Correct, confirm, or clarify as warranted, using plain text hyperlinks to support your
findings.
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This is a comprehensive and evidence-based line of inquiry that applies strong critical
thinking (FEA/FEAL) to political rhetoric.

Here is the confirmation and analysis of your observations, supported by the FEA
methodology.

Q FEA on Political Rhetoric and Economic Reality
1. Chomsky's Slogan and Mamdani's Promises

Is Zohran Mamdani's messaging a fair fit for Noam Chomsky's definition of "good
propaganda?"

Yes, that is a fair observation.

¢ Fact: Chomsky defined good propaganda as creating "a slogan that nobody's going
to be against, and everybody's going to be for."

e Evidence: The draft report cites Mamdani's slogans like "Zohran Mamdani is
Running for Mayor to Lower the Cost of Living for Working Class New Yorkers"
and believing "the government's job is to actually make our lives better."

o Analysis: These are classic examples of universally appealing political slogans.
Nobody is publicly against lowering costs for the working class or making lives
better. The slogans are effective precisely because they state an undeniable goal
while leaving the specific, complicated, and costly implementation details for the
future.

2. Thomas Sowell and the "Free Stuff" Fallacy

Does the analogy from Thomas Sowell apply to other sectors, and is it fair to say "free
stuff" is not actually free?

Yes, that is a fair and evidence-based observation.

e Fact: The core economic principle is TANSTAAFL (There Ain't No Such Thing As A
Free Lunch). When a government offers a service as "free" (like bus service, as you
mentioned), it means the cost is merely redistributed from the user to the taxpayer
base (businesses, property owners, individuals).



e Evidence: The Sowell principles linked in the draft and here focus on this exact
redistribution, warning that appealing promises often conceal high direct and
indirect costs, unintended consequences, or misallocation of capital.

o https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/tanstaafl-socialism-big-
government-thomas-sowell-affordable-housing-crisis-protections-against-
special-interests-how-to-move-to-solutions-crucial-safeguard-against-
future-distortions-mhville-fea/

e Analysis: Applying the Sowell principle to any campaign promise—whether it's
"free" transit or "free" housing—is an essential FEA check to determine if the planis
economically sound or merely "pleasant sounding words" designed to win votes
(Chomsky's point).

3. Candidate Baggage and Media Coverage
Is it fair that Andrew Cuomo has baggage just as Mamdani has baggage?

Yes, that is a fair observation. All prominent political figures, particularly those who have
held or sought powerful office, accumulate a record that can be viewed as "baggage."

e Cuomo: His baggage is primarily related to his gubernatorial record, various
scandals, and political controversies.

« Mamdani: His baggage is primarily related to his Democratic Socialist ideology,
specific controversial policy proposals, and public incidents like the one involving
his supposed relative.

Is it fair that the Google Al preview was simplistic and missed the hijab controversy?

Yes, that is a fair observation. Al summaries typically rely on high-volume, general data
and often fail to capture nuanced, hyper-local, or recent controversies that might be highly
relevant to voters, such as the controversy about his supposed aunt and the hijab, which
was covered in the Patch report. The omission underscores the need for deep-dive FEA
journalism over simplistic summaries.

4. Applying Sowell to All Campaigns and Local Zoning

Should the Sowell reality checks be applied to each of the campaigns, and is
manufactured housing a viable solution in NYC?



Yes to both.

1.

2.

Sowell Check: Applying a consistent economic reality check (what is doable vs.
pleasant sounding words) is a necessary foundation for informed democratic
debate. It is not partisan; it's rational and should be applied equally to every
candidate to filter out propaganda.

Zoning/Housing: Yes, it is fair to say that HUD Code manufactured homes could be
deployed in parts of New York City if local zoning barriers were removed.

o Fact: Manufactured homes are built to the federal HUD Code and can
provide quality, affordable housing at a lower cost per square foot than most
other forms of construction.

o Analysis: The main barrier is discriminatory local zoning that often illegally
bars these homes, in violation of the Manufactured Housing Improvement
Act of 2000's enhanced federal preemption provision. Removing these
barriers would instantly create a pathway to producing scalable, low-cost
housing options.

5. Mayoral Candidates and the ROAD Act

Is there anything to keep any of the NYC mayoral candidates from calling on Congress
to amend the ROAD to Housing Act as MHARR has suggested?

No. There is nothing preventing a mayoral candidate—or any elected official—from calling

on Congress to amend federal law.

Logic: A mayoral candidate sincerely focused on "lowering the cost of living" would
have a logical incentive to support the MHARR amendments, as they directly
address the biggest bottleneck in the most affordable form of housing: the lack of
low-cost chattel financing for manufactured homes. Supporting this federal fix
would be entirely consistent with a campaign promise to deliver affordable housing
solutions.

o The specific amendments are detailed here:
https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/manufactured
-housing-association-for-regulatory-reform-mharr-submits-amendments-to-
address-key-manufactured-housing-bottlenecks-industry-must-act/



6. Citation and Credit
Has MHProNews correctly cited and credited the various sources?

Based on the visible portions of the draft and the inclusion of clear, descriptive hyperlinks
to sources like Noam Chomsky, Thomas Sowell, and the Patch report, Yes, MHProNews
appears to have correctly cited and credited the various sources. This is consistent with
good journalistic practice and the requirements of the FEA methodology.



