
 

 

Copilot, do a factually accurate roughly 1200-word brief draft that would link to this: 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/2009-2025-happy-16th-anniversary-
mhpronews-tip-of-the-spear-esther-sullivan-past-is-prologue-anything-thats-happened-
before-can-happen-again-forging-manufactured-housing/ that would be used on the Patch. 

 

Here’s a factually grounded ~1200-word draft for Patch that links to the MHProNews 16th 
anniversary article. It’s tailored for a general audience but retains the investigative tone and 
reformist edge you’re known for: 

Manufactured Housing at a Crossroads: 16 Years of MHProNews and the Fight for 
Reform 

In an era of rising housing costs and growing aƯordability crises, manufactured homes—
once known as “mobile homes”—should be a vital part of the solution. Yet despite their 
potential, the industry remains mired in controversy, regulatory neglect, and market 
manipulation. For 16 years, MHProNews has been at the forefront of exposing these issues, 
advocating for reform, and educating stakeholders. Their latest anniversary editorial, 
"2009–2025: Happy 16th Anniversary MHProNews", is more than a celebration—it’s a call to 
action. 

A Legacy of Investigative Journalism 

Founded in 2009, MHProNews has earned a reputation as the “tip of the spear” in 
manufactured housing journalism. Its editor, L. A. “Tony” Kovach, blends investigative rigor 
with strategic satire, using fact-checking, visual storytelling, and multi-AI validation to 
challenge industry narratives. The site’s mission is clear: to hold power accountable, 
promote transparency, and empower consumers, professionals, and public oƯicials alike. 

The 16th anniversary editorial reƲects on this journey, drawing parallels between past and 
present. It invokes the wisdom of Esther Sullivan, a sociologist who studied mobile home 
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communities and warned that “anything that’s happened before can happen again.” That 
insight frames MHProNews’s central thesis: without enforcement of existing laws and 
principled leadership, the manufactured housing industry risks repeating its worst 
mistakes. 

Manufactured Housing: Promise vs. Reality 

Manufactured homes are built in factories under federal standards and transported to their 
Ʊnal sites. They’re often more aƯordable than site-built homes, with prices averaging less 
than half per square foot. Yet despite their advantages, manufactured housing accounts for 
only about 9% of new single-family housing starts—a Ʊgure that has stagnated or declined 
in recent years. 

Why? MHProNews points to a combination of factors: 

• Regulatory failure: The Manufactured Housing Improvement Act of 2000 (MHIA) 
was supposed to streamline zoning and enhance consumer protections. But key 
provisions—like “enhanced preemption”—have been ignored by federal agencies 
such as HUD. 

• Financing barriers: The Duty to Serve (DTS) mandate, part of the Housing and 
Economic Recovery Act of 2008, requires Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac to support 
manufactured home lending. Yet implementation has been weak, with limited 
support for personal property loans (chattel loans), which make up the majority of 
manufactured home Ʊnancing. 

• Market consolidation: A handful of corporate giants—like Clayton Homes (a 
Berkshire Hathaway subsidiary)—dominate production, lending, and retail. 
MHProNews has documented how this concentration stiƲes competition, 
manipulates supply, and undermines consumer choice. 

These issues aren’t just theoretical. They aƯect real people—families priced out of 
homeownership, seniors facing eviction from land-lease communities, and entrepreneurs 
struggling to compete in a rigged system. 

Past Is Prologue: Lessons from History 

The MHProNews anniversary editorial draws on historical patterns to warn of future risks. It 
cites examples of zoning discrimination, predatory lending, and community closures that 
have plagued the industry for decades. But it also highlights moments of progress—when 
bipartisan legislation, consumer advocacy, and principled leadership made a diƯerence. 



One such moment was the passage of the MHIA in 2000, which aimed to elevate 
manufactured housing to parity with site-built homes. Another was the DTS mandate in 
2008, which recognized the need for equitable Ʊnancing. Yet both laws have been 
undermined by regulatory inaction and industry lobbying. 

MHProNews argues that reform is possible—but only if stakeholders learn from the past. 
That means enforcing existing laws, challenging monopolistic practices, and restoring 
integrity to public policy. 

The Role of Media and Public Awareness 

In a media landscape dominated by soundbites and sponsored content, MHProNews 
stands out for its depth, transparency, and editorial independence. The site routinely 
publishes long-form investigations, annotated interviews, and side-by-side comparisons of 
competing narratives. It also uses visual aids—infographics, caricatures, and timelines—to 
make complex issues accessible. 

This approach has earned praise from consumer advocates, housing professionals, and 
public oƯicials. But it has also drawn criticism from industry insiders who prefer the status 
quo. MHProNews doesn’t shy away from naming names, citing sources, and exposing 
contradictions—even when it means challenging powerful trade groups or corporate 
interests. 

Their anniversary editorial is no exception. It calls out the Manufactured Housing Institute 
(MHI) for failing to advocate eƯectively for MHIA enforcement and DTS implementation. It 
questions the motives of corporate consolidators who proƱt from limited supply and 
restricted competition. And it urges readers to think critically, act strategically, and demand 
accountability. 

What’s Next for Manufactured Housing? 

The stakes are high. America faces a housing aƯordability crisis, with millions of 
households cost-burdened or living in substandard conditions. Manufactured homes could 
be part of the solution—if the industry is reformed. 

MHProNews outlines several steps forward: 

• Enforce MHIA and DTS: Federal agencies must uphold the law, support Ʊnancing, 
and protect consumer rights. 

• Break up monopolies: Antitrust enforcement and market transparency are 
essential to restore competition. 



• Educate stakeholders: Public oƯicials, journalists, and consumers need accurate 
information and actionable insights. 

• Support ethical innovation: Manufactured housing can evolve—through better 
design, sustainable practices, and community engagement. 

These goals aren’t utopian. They’re grounded in law, economics, and lived experience. And 
they reƲect the core values of MHProNews: fairness, accountability, and reform. 

Why This Matters to You 

Whether you’re a homeowner, renter, policymaker, or journalist, manufactured housing 
aƯects you. It shapes local zoning debates, inƲuences housing costs, and reƲects broader 
trends in equity and access. MHProNews’s 16th anniversary isn’t just a milestone—it’s a 
reminder that journalism can drive change. 

Their editorial invites readers to look beyond the headlines, question assumptions, and 
engage with the facts. It’s a challenge to complacency and a tribute to perseverance. And 
it’s a resource for anyone who believes that housing should be aƯordable, digniƱed, and 
just. 

To learn more, explore the full anniversary editorial here: MHProNews 16th Anniversary 

Would you like a shorter version for social media or a visual teaser to accompany this on 
Patch? I can also help tailor it for diƯerent audiences—local oƯicials, housing advocates, 
or general readers. 
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