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“There is no more important struggle for American Democracy than insuring a diverse, 
independent and free media.” 

 

 

The statement, "There is no more important struggle for American Democracy than insuring 
a diverse, independent and free media," was made by journalist and commentator Bill 
Moyers. The quote was featured in the 2017 Ʊlm Shock and Awe, directed by Rob Reiner, 
and has been widely cited since.  

The sentiment remains highly relevant, with recent events highlighting both the critical role 
of a healthy media and the threats it faces. A diverse, independent, and free media is 
currently challenged by newsroom layoƯs, attacks on press credibility, consolidation of 
media ownership, and the spread of misinformation on social media platforms.  

Current challenges to media independence 

• Safety and hostile climate: A contentious political climate and rhetoric from 
politicians have contributed to increased hostility toward journalists, who now face 
harassment, intimidation, and even physical assaults. This is a concerning trend in a 
country where press freedom was once considered a given. 

• Threats from online disinformation: Social media platforms have become a 
primary source of news for many Americans, but they also facilitate the rapid spread 
of misinformation, including deepfakes. This trend undermines the media's ability to 
provide accurate and truthful information to the public. 

• Legal challenges: Aggressive lawsuits and legal threats against journalists have 
placed further pressure on news organizations. Some outlets are forced to settle 
cases they might have won because they cannot aƯord the legal Ʊght. 
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• Media ownership consolidation: Economic pressures, largely driven by tech 
companies dominating the digital advertising market, have led to signiƱcant media 
consolidation. Major outlets are increasingly owned by a few large conglomerates, 
including private equity and hedge funds, which reduces the diversity of voices and 
often leads to staƯ layoƯs. The Supreme Court's 2021 ruling in FCC v. Prometheus 
Radio Project further relaxed media ownership regulations, which critics argued 
would hurt minority ownership. 

• Erosion of local news: The decline of local news outlets has reached crisis levels in 
many areas, creating "news deserts" across the country. This has had a measurable 
impact on civic engagement, with studies showing a correlation between less local 
news coverage and lower voter turnout. 

• Economic struggles: Newsrooms continue to struggle Ʊnancially, resulting in 
waves of layoƯs. Traditional revenue streams have plummeted, and many outlets 
are dependent on digital platforms like Google and Facebook for traƯic, which 
diverts advertising revenue away from them. The 2025 congressional elimination of 
funding for the Corporation for Public Broadcasting (CPB) further reduced support 
for stations like PBS and NPR.  

Recent shifts in media diversity eƯorts 

• Decline of DEI initiatives: Newsrooms' eƯorts toward diversity, equity, and 
inclusion (DEI) have stalled and are in decline as of September 2025. Political 
pushback and a shift in public perception, inƲuenced by rhetoric suggesting DEI 
programs cause discrimination, have contributed to this retreat from diversity 
eƯorts in newsrooms and across other sectors. 

• Persistent racial and ethnic disparities: Despite some progress, journalism still 
lags in racial and ethnic diversity, particularly in leadership positions. Pew Research 
Center surveys reveal that journalists themselves are concerned about the lack of 
racial diversity in newsrooms. 

• Underrepresentation in speciƱc beats: Coverage areas can still be segregated by 
race and ethnicity, with white journalists making up large majorities on beats like 
environment and energy, while Black and Hispanic journalists are more likely to 
cover social issues. 

• Persistent gender disparities: Gender-based disparities also persist, with 
signiƱcant gaps in how men and women perceive fair treatment within news 
organizations. 
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• Social media as a double-edged sword: While social media has ampliƱed voices 
from underrepresented groups and provided new platforms for storytelling, it also 
creates echo chambers and can pressure journalists to prioritize speed over 
accuracy.  

The struggles facing a diverse, independent, and free media in the U.S. highlight the 
ongoing relevance of Moyers's statement, particularly given the combination of economic, 
political, and technological pressures journalists face today.  



 


