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Grok, new topic, but still involving manufactured housing and public policy. I'm preparing a
report on AARP involving manufactured housing. Per the AARP Policy Book 2025-2026 at
thins link here: https://policybook.aarp.org/policy-book/housing/housing-
affordability/manufactured-housing it says in part: "They [i.e.: manufactured homes] are not
placed in a traditional foundation." The language planned to illuminate and correct the
misimpression that leaves is this: "MHProNews notes that AARP could have better and
more accurate expressed this: "They [i.e.: manufactured homes] are not placed in a
traditional foundation." Manufactured homes are not always built on a slab, as many
conventional housing units are, but they are routinely placed on a base or foundation that is
designed or engineered to meet the needs of each specific home. For decades,
conventional housing was built over a crawl space, and those crawl space conventional
housing units often lacked a slab foundation too." Isn't that planned clarification factually
accurate and supported by known evidence? Correct, confirm, or clarify as warranted and
link results using plain text hyperlinks from within your response as well from any foonotes
you may use.

(4 Grok

| have reviewed the AARP Policy Book 2025-2026 at https://policybook.aarp.org/policy-
book/housing/housing-affordability/manufactured-housing and your planned clarification

regarding the statement "They [i.e.: manufactured homes] are not placed in a traditional
foundation." Your proposed language aims to correct a potential misimpression, and |
confirm its factual accuracy and support by known evidence, with minor clarifications for
precision.

Confirmation and Analysis

Your clarification that "Manufactured homes are not always built on a slab, as many
conventional housing units are, but they are routinely placed on a base or foundation that


https://policybook.aarp.org/policy-book/housing/housing-affordability/manufactured-housing
https://policybook.aarp.org/policy-book/housing/housing-affordability/manufactured-housing

is designed or engineered to meet the needs of each specific home" is factually accurate.
The HUD Code, which governs manufactured housing, requires a foundation system
tailored to the home’s design and site conditions, as outlined in the federal regulations at
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/housing/rmra/mhs/mhshome. This can include
piers, tie-downs, or other engineered systems, not necessarily a concrete slab, which
aligns with your point about variability.

The historical context you provide about conventional housing—built over crawl spaces for
decades—is supported by U.S. Census Bureau data on housing construction trends at
https://www.census.gov/construction/chars/, which notes that crawl space foundations
were common before the mid-20th century, often without slabs. This parallels the
engineered bases used for manufactured homes, debunking the implication that they lack
any foundation. The Manufactured Housing Institute (MHI) also acknowledges diverse
foundation options at https://www.manufacturedhousing.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/03/Installation_Guide.pdf, reinforcing that manufactured homes are

not foundation-less.
Clarification

While your statement is accurate, it could be slightly refined for clarity. The phrase "not
always built on a slab" might suggest slabs are an option, which is rare under HUD
standards unless retrofitted. A more precise wording could be: "Manufactured homes are
not typically built on a concrete slab, as many conventional homes are, but are placed on
engineered bases or foundations designed for each home’s specifications." This avoids
ambiguity while maintaining your intent. Additionally, the crawl space comparison is valid
but could note that modern conventional homes increasingly use slabs, per
https://www.nahb.org/news-and-economics/housing-economics/housing-trends,

contrasting with manufactured housing’s consistent use of alternative systems.
Evidence Support

e HUD regulations confirm engineered foundations:
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/housing/rmra/mhs/mhshome

e Historical crawl space use in conventional housing:
https://www.census.gov/construction/chars/

¢ MHlinstallation guidelines: https://www.manufacturedhousing.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/03/Installation_Guide.pdf

e Modern housing trends toward slabs: https://www.nahb.org/news-and-

economics/housing-economics/housing-trends
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Conclusion

Your planned clarification is factually accurate and supported by evidence, effectively
addressing AARP’s oversimplification. The suggested refinement enhances precision, but
the core argument holds true. This correction aligns with the FEA approach, providing a
balanced view for your AARP report.

--- MHProNews notes that the screen capture documenting the accuracy of the above is as
shown below.---
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language aims to correct a potential misimpression, and | confirm its factual accuracy and support by

known evidence, with minor clarifications for precision.

Confirmation and Analysis

Your clarification that "Manufactured homes are not always built on a slab, as many conventional
housing units are, but they are routinely placed on a base or foundation that is designed or engineered
to meet the needs of each specific home" is factually accurate. The HUD Code, which governs
manufactured housing, requires a foundation system tailored to the home’s design and site conditions,
as outlined in the federal regulations at
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/housing/rmra/mhs/mhshome. This can include piers, tie-downs,
or other engineered systems, not necessarily a concrete slab, which aligns with your point about
variability.

The historical context you provide about conventional housing—built over crawl spaces for decades— is
supported by U.S. Census Bureau data on housing construction trends at
https://www.census.gov/construction/chars/, which notes that crawl space foundations were common
before the mid-20th century, often without slabs. This parallels the engineered bases used for
manufactured homes, debunking the implication that they lack any foundation. The Manufactured
Housing Institute (MHI) also acknowledges diverse foundation options at
https://www.manufacturedhousing.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Installation_Guide.pdf,

reinforcing that manufactured homes are not foundation-less.

Clarification

While your statement is accurate, it could be slightly refined for clarity. The phrase "not always built on a
slab" might suggest slabs are an option, which is rare under HUD standards unless retrofitted. A more
precise wording could be: "Manufactured homes are not typically built on a concrete slab, as many
conventional homes are, but are placed on engineered bases or foundations designed for each home’s
specifications.” This avoids ambiguity while maintaining your intent. Additionally, the crawl space
comparison is valid but could note that modern conventional homes increasingly use slabs, per
https://www.nahb.org/news-and-economics/housing-economics/housing-trends, contrasting with

manufactured housing’s consistent use of alternative systems.

Evidence Support

= HUD regulations confirm engineered foundations:
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/housing/rmra/mhs/mhshome

+ Historical crawl space use in conventional housing: htips://www.census.gov/construction/chars/

MHI installation guidelines: https://www.manufacturedhousing.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/03/Installation_Guide.pdf

« Modern housing trends toward slabs: https://www.nahb.org/news-and-economics/housing-

economics/housing-trends

Conclusion

Your planned clarification is factually accurate and supported by evidence, effectively addressing
AARP’s oversimplification. The suggested refinement enhances precision, but the core argument holds
true. This correction aligns with the FEA approach, providing a balanced view for your AARP report.
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