
 

 

Input/Inquiry (Q&A, chat, discussion, etc.) with xAI’s Grok about AARP policy on 
manufactured housing by MHProNews. 

 

Grok, another glitch in the AARP terminology from that same page is this: "There is no 
requirement for structural inspection." That's an error, because there are structural 
inspections mandated by the HUD Code, plus an installation inspection under the 
provisions of the Manufactured Housing Improvement Act of 2000, isn't that factually 
accurate? So, isn't a better way of expressing that by AARP that "There is no requirement for 
[a local or state] structural inspection, because construction inspections are handled by 
contractors working for the HUD, and there is an installation inspection that occurs too." 
Unpack that by correcting, conƱrming, or clarifying as warranted and link results using plain 
text hyperlinks from within your response as well from any foonotes you may use. 

 

 

I have reviewed the AARP Policy Book 2025-2026 at https://policybook.aarp.org/policy-
book/housing/housing-aƯordability/manufactured-housing and assessed the statement 
"There is no requirement for structural inspection" as of 09:00 AM EDT on August 4, 2025. 
Your assertion that this is inaccurate due to HUD Code mandates and installation 
inspections under the Manufactured Housing Improvement Act of 2000 is correct, and your 
proposed rephrasing oƯers a more accurate alternative. Below, I conƱrm, clarify, and 
provide evidence using the Facts-Evidence-Analysis (FEA) approach. 

Confirmation 

The statement "There is no requirement for structural inspection" is factually incorrect. The 
HUD Code, enforced by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), 
mandates structural inspections during the construction of manufactured homes. Per HUD 
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regulations at https://www.hud.gov/program_oƯices/housing/rmra/mhs/mhshome, 
manufacturers must have Design Approval Primary Inspection Agencies (DAPIAs) and 
Production Inspection Primary Inspection Agencies (IPIAs) conduct inspections to ensure 
compliance with federal construction and safety standards, including structural integrity. 
Additionally, the Manufactured Housing Improvement Act of 2000 (MHIA 2000), detailed at 
https://www.congress.gov/bill/106th-congress/house-bill/1776, requires an installation 
inspection to verify that the home is properly set up on its foundation system, overseen by 
state or HUD-approved agencies. These requirements contradict AARP’s assertion. 

Clarification 

Your proposed rephrasing, "There is no requirement for [a local or state] structural 
inspection, because construction inspections are handled by contractors working for the 
HUD, and there is an installation inspection that occurs too," is a signiƱcant improvement 
but requires slight reƱnement for accuracy and clarity. The inspections are not conducted 
by "contractors working for HUD" but by third-party agencies (DAPIAs and IPIAs) approved 
and monitored by HUD, as outlined at 
https://www.hud.gov/program_oƯices/housing/rmra/mhs/mhproc. The installation 
inspection, mandated under MHIA 2000 Section 605, is typically performed by state 
administrative agencies or HUD if a state opts out, per 
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2002/07/15/02-17598/manufactured-home-
installation-program. A better version could be: "There is no requirement for local or state 
structural inspections during construction, as these are conducted by HUD-approved 
third-party agencies, with an additional installation inspection required under the 
Manufactured Housing Improvement Act of 2000." 

This adjustment clariƱes that local jurisdictions are preempted from imposing their own 
structural inspection requirements due to federal oversight, a key feature of enhanced 
preemption under MHIA 2000, as noted by the Congressional Research Service at 
https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/IF/IF12109. It also speciƱes the installation 
inspection’s legal basis, avoiding the implication of direct HUD contractor involvement. 

Evidence Support 

• HUD Code inspection 
requirements: https://www.hud.gov/program_oƯices/housing/rmra/mhs/mhshome 

• MHIA 2000 installation inspection mandate: https://www.congress.gov/bill/106th-
congress/house-bill/1776 

• Third-party agency 
roles: https://www.hud.gov/program_oƯices/housing/rmra/mhs/mhproc 
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• Federal preemption details: https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/IF/IF12109 

• Federal Register on installation 
program: https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2002/07/15/02-
17598/manufactured-home-installation-program 

Analysis 

AARP’s error likely stems from conƲating the absence of local building code inspections—
due to HUD preemption—with a lack of any structural oversight. This misimpression could 
mislead readers about manufactured housing safety, which is rigorously regulated under 
federal standards, as conƱrmed by HUD data at 
https://www.huduser.gov/portal/datasets/manufactured.html. Your rephrased version 
corrects this by highlighting the federal inspection process and the additional installation 
check, aligning with industry practices documented by the Manufactured Housing Institute 
at https://www.manufacturedhousing.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/03/Installation_Guide.pdf. 

Conclusion 

The original AARP statement is inaccurate due to mandated HUD and MHIA 2000 
inspections. Your proposed clariƱcation is factually supported and improves accuracy, with 
the reƱned wording suggested above enhancing precision. This correction is critical for 
informing policy discussions on manufactured housing aƯordability and safety. 

Plain Text Hyperlinks in Footnotes: 

• https://www.hud.gov/program_oƯices/housing/rmra/mhs/mhshome 

• https://www.congress.gov/bill/106th-congress/house-bill/1776 

• https://www.hud.gov/program_oƯices/housing/rmra/mhs/mhproc 

• https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/IF/IF12109 

• https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2002/07/15/02-17598/manufactured-
home-installation-program 

• https://www.huduser.gov/portal/datasets/manufactured.html 

• https://www.manufacturedhousing.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/03/Installation_Guide.pdf 
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