
 

Draft of pending article on MHProNews for third-party AI fact check and analysis. 

 

New DOJ Antitrust Whistleblower REWARDS Program ‘Create Pipeline of Leads from 
People with Firsthand Knowledge of Criminal Antitrust and Related Offenses’ per Ast 
AG Gail Slater; MHVIlle FEA 

 

You or someone you know could get paid, perhaps very well paid, by the federal 
government for helping expose antitrust violations of federal law, according to an 
announcement this week by Assistant Attorney General Abigail “Gail” Slater of the 
Department of Justice (DOJ) Antitrust Division. That DOJ press release by Ast AG Slater will 
be provided in Part I, with more MHVille facts-evidence-analysis (FEA) provided in Part II. 
But to tee up that report, the following introduction below is adapted from an article on the 
Patch at this link here by this writer for MHProNews that metaphorically wraps the knuckles 
of Stephen Moore, a self-proclaimed economic adviser to President Donald J. Trump (R) in 
his first term. It is useful because it tees up some of the possible benefits for greater and 
more robust antitrust enforcement, and challenges Moore – or others – who for whatever 
reasons urge less antitrust action instead of more, pun intended. 

Part of the expressed American belief in anti-monopolistic behavior (antitrust laws usually 
means anti-monopoly laws) dates back to at least the Boston Tea Party before the 
American Revolution formally began. There appears to be a growing understanding on the 
left and the right in the U.S. on why antitrust law enforcement matters. Many of the 
problems of our society could be tamed if antitrust law enforcement was robust, 
consistent, and routine.  At the time of the MHProNews article linked below, it was 
estimated by an antitrust researcher that American employees' incomes could rise by 
some 17 percent if antitrust laws were better enforced. Competition could improve, prices 
could be lower, employee pay could raise, and the power of special interests could be 
tamed if antitrust laws were better enforced. 
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/manufactured-home-employees-want-a-
17-percent-pay-hike-per-yougov-most-americans-oppose-monopoliesfacts-views-
potential-benefits-battling-oligopoly-style-monopolization-plus-mhville-markets/[/caption] 

  

While this publication has been critical of several aspects of the Biden-Harris (D) years in 
terms of how they handled manufactured housing industry related issues, applying the 
wisdom of the ancient rule of separating the wheat from the chaff. Per a Biden-Harris (D) 
era White House Fact Sheet was the following in support of an executive order (EO) on 
"Promoting Competition in the American Economy." It provides a useful summary of the 
various economic impacts on the U.S. economy. While manufactured housing isn't 
specifically mentioned, "construction" is.  Note too that "corporate consolidation" is 
mentioned in the very first sentence of the "fact sheet." 
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/examining-joe-bidens-white-house-fact-
sheet-on-executive-order-on-promoting-competition-in-the-american-economy-plus-
sunday-mhville-manufactured-home-industry-he/[/caption] 

  

MHProNews has been, and continues to be, leading the trade media charge in the 
manufactured housing industry for a robust enforcement of antitrust laws with good 
reason. What that snapshot in that White House "Fact Sheet" says in general about 
economic harms to the U.S. economy apply specifically to the manufactured housing 
industry. More on this in Part II, but next up is the DOJ Ast AG Slater press release on the 
new whistleblower rewards program. 

While the text remains unchanged, MHProNews has added highlighting below to emphasis 
certain aspects of this DOJ press release. Note that while the U.S. Postal Service was part 
of this announcement, the press release superficially says "across industries," meaning, all 
industries including manufactured housing. 
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Quote graphic first uploaded to MHProNews on April 6, 2018. [/caption] 

Part I 

Press Release 

Justice Department's Antitrust Division Announces Whistleblower Rewards Program 

Tuesday, July 8, 2025 
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For Immediate Release 

Office of Public Affairs 

The Program Incentivizes Individuals to Report Postal-Related Antitrust Crimes that 
Undermine the Competitive Process or Market Competition Across Industries 

The Justice Department’s Antitrust Division today announces its partnership with the 
United States Postal Service to create the Whistleblower Rewards Program. For the first 
time, the Antitrust Division will offer rewards for individuals who report antitrust crimes and 
related offenses that harm consumers, taxpayers, and free market competition across 
industries from healthcare to agriculture — under existing law and at no additional cost to 
the taxpayer. 

“Antitrust crimes and related offenses that harm free market competition often occur in 
secret, making detection a formidable challenge. The new Whistleblower Rewards Program 
will create a new pipeline of leads from individuals with firsthand knowledge of criminal 
antitrust and related offenses that will help us break down those walls of secrecy and hold 
violators accountable,” said Assistant Attorney General Abigail Slater of the Antitrust 
Division. “This program raises the stakes: If you’re fixing prices or rigging bids, don’t assume 
your scheme is safe — we will find and prosecute you, and someone you know may get a 
reward for helping us do it.” 

“This reporting mechanism gives those with a vested interest in maintaining the integrity of 
the Postal Service the opportunity to join us in the fight,” said Chief Postal Inspector Gary 
Barksdale of the U.S. Postal Inspection Service. “The Postal Inspection Service, along with 
our partners in the Department of Justice’s Antitrust Division and the U.S. Postal Service 
Office of Inspector General will not tolerate anyone who violates Antitrust Laws; we remain 
committed to seeking justice against anyone who chooses to do so. And for those who are 
also motivated to using this tool to report Antitrust crimes, we affirm our commitment to 
fully investigate and bring violators to justice.” 

“As a key partner and original member in the Department of Justice’s Procurement 
Collusion Strike Force, the U.S. Postal Service Office of Inspector General (USPS OIG), 
actively collaborates with other federal agencies to detect, investigate, and prosecute 
antitrust crimes, ensuring fair competition and safeguarding taxpayer’s dollars in federal 
procurements,” said Assistant Inspector General for Investigations Robert Kwalwasser, U.S. 
Postal Service Office of Inspector General. “We are pleased to be partnering with DOJ and 
the Postal Inspection Service to implement the Whistleblower Rewards Program to 
incentivize individuals and companies to provide information about collusive behavior 
without fear of reprisal. This newly established program is an example of DOJ’s 



commitment to root out illicit behavior in all industries, which includes industries where 
the USPS procures goods and services either directly or indirectly. The USPS OIG will fully 
participate in this collaborate effort to ensure the USPS and the U.S. taxpayers are not 
being defrauded of honest services.” 

The U.S. Postal Inspection Service and USPS OIG have long played a vital role in uncovering 
and investigating postal-related antitrust crimes that harm Americans. The Whistleblower 
Rewards Program will provide individuals with the opportunity to report evidence of 
antitrust crimes directly to the Antitrust Division and, in appropriate cases, qualify for 
substantial monetary rewards of up to 30% of any criminal fines recovered, for violations of 
law affecting the Postal Service, its revenues, or its property. The program expands upon 
the Division’s long-standing efforts to detect and prosecute cartels and criminal collusion 
by incentivizing individuals to report specific, credible, and timely information about illegal 
agreements to fix prices, rig bids, and allocate markets, as well as other federal criminal 
violations that impact, distort, or undermine the competitive process or market 
competition. 

To facilitate reporting, the Division has established a dedicated Whistleblower Regards 
Program webpage accessible at www.justice.gov/atr/whistleblower-rewards. 
Whistleblowers and their counsel are encouraged to contact the Division promptly. 

Updated July 8, 2025 

Press Release Number: 25-706 

  

Part II - Additional Information with MHVille Facts-Evidence-Analysis (FEA) plus more 
MHProNews Expert Commentary 

  

In no particular order of importance are the following points and insights. Note that this will 
all be related, in some form or fashion, to the notion that manufactured housing industry 
members may well have "firsthand knowledge" or insights that relate to potential 
antitrust violation and related violations of the law that could earn them 
whistleblower awards for their knowledge.  

1) It should be recalled that when Cavco Industries (CVCO) was fined by the Securities and 
Exchange Commission (SEC) there was reportedly a "whistleblower payout" involved. That 
would indicate that someone, perhaps multiple individuals in that prominent 
Manufactured Housing Institute (MHI) member firm apparently received financial 
compensation that may have totaled 6 figures. Note that Joseph "Joe" Stegmayer, a 
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former Clayton Homes division president, was not only a prior MHI chairman, but was also 
the 
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/whistleblower-payout-cavco-cvco-settle-
with-sec-in-securities-and-exchange-commission-case-vs-cavco-former-ceo-joseph-
stegmayer-daniel-urness-21-cv-01507-u-s-district-court-of-az/[/caption] 

  

2) Note that Stegmayer said this in an exclusive interview with MHProNews. In response to 
a question that asked in part the following. Stegmayer, the former CEO of Cavco, provided 
the response that followed. 

UMH Properties CEO..."Sam Landy, said in an interview with MHProNews that given the 
large and growing need for affordable housing in the U.S., he sees how manufactured 
housing could return to new home shipping totals of 300,000 to 400,000" per year. 

There is no reason to dispute Mr. Landy’s prognostication. A growing population, rising 
costs to build and maintain a home and other factors discussed previously could make it 
happen. While that level of shipments is attainable, the good news is that we don’t have to 
reach 300,000 plus to be a very successful industry. 

Consider that for the thirty-seven year period since the HUD code was adopted MH 
shipments have averaged 215,000 annually. Yes that average number includes the 
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unrealistic years ’95-99 but it also includes four years of 50,000 shipment levels and the 
past ten year average of 91,000 per annum. Our time will come and it will be sooner if this 
industry can obtain justifiable help from our leaders in government. 

3) Stegmayer also responded to the following MHProNews inquiry. 

Industry veteran and Green Courte Partners Chairman, Randy Rowe, called for a 5 
point plan for industry recovery. It included the following: A) Better Warranties and 
Customer Service, B) Dealing effectively with Chattel Financing Issues, C) Economic 
Security for Our Customers, D) A Multiple Listing Service(s) (remarketing system for 
individuals, lenders) and E) A National Marketing (Image) Effort. What would you say 
about these bullet points? ... 

  

 

  

Per then CEO Stegmayer. 

http://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/a-cupof-coffee-withnrandy-rowe/


Mr. Rowe’s five points are not disputable in our view; working on each one would no 
doubt improve our industry. I think his points address the use of best practices and are 
fundamental to our success. 

It should be recalled that per a tipster, Dan “Urness has gotten the boot, but a nice 
payout to go with it.” On February 19, 2021, the employment of Daniel L. Urness, Executive 
Vice-President, Chief Financial Officer and Treasurer with Cavco Industries, Inc. (the 
“Company”) was mutually concluded. 
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executive-over-sec-issue-but-gives-large-parting-bonus-personal-and-confidential-
document-more-joe-stegmayer-other-insights/ 

  

4) MHProNews notes that in any criminal or civil case, under U.S. law, the accused is 
deemed innocent in the eyes of the law until proven guilty in a court of law, or if the 
accused enters into a plea deal or other arrangement. That said, it should also be apparent 
that someone who violates this or that law has 'broken' the law at the time they commit a 
financial or other crime. There is a tension between law breaking and the presumption of 
innocence in the eyes of the law. That tension was purposeful, so that people didn't get 
accused of a crime and then have to prove that they were innocent. That said, as the 
Slater/DOJ antitrust announcement stressed, there is now a financial rewards mechanism 
for antitrust violations in the manufactured housing, or any other industry. 

5) It was and remains the expert editorial view of MHProNews that the claims and related 
documents that the SEC developed also pointed to apparent antitrust violations by Cavco. 
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champion-other-manufactured-housing-brands-apparen/ [/caption] 

  

6) Clayton-MHI-Cavco linked Stegmayer made it clear in that interview with MHProNews 
that he thought that 300,000 to 400,000 new HUD Code manufactured homes annually 
was possible. Those and other insightful Stegmayer remarks were published on May 31, 
2013. A dozen years have passed. That begs the question. Why is it that manufactured 
housing has failed to achieve that 300,000 to 400,000 new home production level 
annually? 
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/caution-flag-mharr-says-manufactured-
housing-production-falls-slightly-in-may-2025-but-over-half-of-top-10-shipment-states-
lag-2024-mhis-statement-sunday-weekly-mhville-h/ MHProNews Note: depending on your 
browser or device, many images in this report and others on MHProNews can be clicked to 
expand. Click the image and follow the prompts. For example, in some browsers/devices 
you click the image and select 'open in a new window.' After clicking that selection you click 
the image in the open window to expand the image to a larger size. To return to this page, 
use your back key, escape or follow the prompts. [/caption] 

  

There is an array of statements by MHI linked leaders who have said something similar to 
what UMH CEO Sam Landy, or former Cavco CEO Joe Stegmayer said.  A sampling follows 
to illustrate the point. A couple of years after Stegmayer's remarks, MHI president and CEO 
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Richard "Dick" Jennison upped that figure to an annual potential of 500,000 new 
manufactured homes. 
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Still and quote are from the video posted on this page. 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/we-need-to-remove-the-shackles-on-our-
industry-mhi-ceos-historic-call-for-cfpb-feds-to-unleash-manufactured-home-industry-
growth-via-more-lending-marty-lavin-in/[/caption] 

  

Less than a decade before Stegmayer's remarks, there was a statement by former MHI 
President and CEO Chris Stinebert to the effect that the industry was 'ready to recover' to 
its 1990s levels, or beyond. Is that part of the reason why Stegmayer's name was purged 
from the MHI website? 
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Based on his remarks during an CVCO earnings call, MHProNews reported that William C. 
"Bill" Boor, the Cavco President and CEO (and now MHI board chairman). 
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Bill Boor is correct in saying that the industry has an opportunity to 'catch up' - or even pass 
- conventional housing builders. But that opportunity existed 2 decades ago too. That 
means, that until the root issues are addressed, authentic progress will not be obtained. 
That noted, by addressing the root issues robust growth can occur. 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/seeking-alpha-cavco-industries-
nasdaqcvco-data-sheds-light-on-recent-manufactured-housing-institute-controversies-
plus-manufactured-home-investing-stock-updates/[/caption] 

  

To set the context for that, per Google's artificial intelligence (AI) powered Gemini, in 2020 
conventional. 

In 2020, there were 991,000 single-family housing starts, which can be considered the 
most common type of "conventional housing".  

Not to be forgotten is the remarks by then Harvard Joint Center for Housing Studies (JCHS) 
fellow Eric Belsky. MHI reportedly used to have this information on their website, which was 
also published in their now defunct Modern Homes.  Belsky's name has since been purged 
from the MHI website. 
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 At the 
time his comment was made, Belsky was at Harvard's JCHS. HIs statements were not 
made on mere whim; it was based upon research. [/caption] 

Let's review before pressing ahead. 

• a) Belsky as a researcher would have been well aware of the dynamics in 
manufactured housing, yet he projected circa 2000 that the industry would "do 
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better than site-built housing" in the first decade of the 21st century. That did not 
happen. 

• b) Former MHI CEO Stinebert said the industry would recover to the levels achieved 
in 2004. That did not happen. 

• c) Sam Landy said the industry could hit 300,000 to 400,000 new homes per year, 
and in 2013 Cavco's since disgraced CEO Stegmayer (who is also a former MHI 
chairman), said he agreed with Landy's take. That did not happen. 

• d) In that same interview with MHProNews, Stegmayer said in 2013 he agreed with 
what Green Courte Partners (GCP)'s Randy Rowe had to say about a 5-point plan for 
industry recovery. No such plan ever emerged from MHI, so that did not happen 
either. 

• e) Cavco's Bill Boor said in 2020 that manufactured housing had an opportunity to 
"catch up" with conventional housing building. That did not happen. 

• f) Boor's remarks were made during a year where some 991,000 housing starts 
occurred. 

Yet, manufactured housing is still struggling at around the 100,000 (more or less - MOL) 
shipments per year? It is curious at a minimum, or clear evidence for reasons to lean into 
the data and evidence more carefully to see if market manipulation - an antitrust violation - 
and/or other "related" illegal behaviors have been involved. 

7) Antitrust researchers Maris Jensen, Sameul Strommen, James A. "Jim" Schmitz Jr. and 
his colleagues, are all among those who have specifically pointed to issues involving the 
manufactured housing industry and its historic underperformance in the 21st century. 
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/masthead/true-tale-of-four-attorneys-
research-into-manufactured-housing-what-they-reveal-about-why-manufactured-homes-
are-underperforming-during-an-affordable-housing-crisis-facts-and-analysis/[/caption] 
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/mass-production-of-homes-in-u-s-
factories-first-and-only-experiment-was-tremendous-success-by-elena-falcettoni-james-
a-schmitz-jr-mark-l-j-wright-plus-sunday-weekly-mhville-head/ [/caption][caption 
id="attachment_183589" align="aligncenter" width="598"]
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Schmitz in a separate but related research report on the topic of sabotage monopoly and its 
impact on manufactured housing said: "This [pattern of obscured sabotage monopoly 
tactics] leads to whole new set of monopolies, those in [the] manufactured housing 
industry itself." https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/affordable-homes-for-low-
income-must-produce-in-factory-years-to-unravel-sabotage-grad-students-interest-in-
manufactured-housing-factory-home-solutions-plus-sun/[/caption][caption 
id="attachment_169622" align="aligncenter" width="615"]
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/affordable-homes-for-low-income-must-produce-in-factory-years-to-unravel-sabotage-grad-students-interest-in-manufactured-housing-factory-home-solutions-plus-sun/


 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/sabotaging-monopolies-minneapolis-fed-
researchers-charge-hud-collusion-w-builders-to-sabotage-manufactured-housing-
independents-created-u-s-housing-crisis/[/caption][caption id="attachment_169670" 
align="aligncenter" width="617"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/grumpy-economist-cochrane-sun-
communities-sui-favorable-demand-drivers-with-supply-constraints-investor-data-yields-
quick-case-study-in-buffett-moat/ Several of the illustrations shown in this report can be 
opened in many browsers to reveal a larger size. To open this picture, click the image once. 
When the window opens, click it again to reveal the larger size photo. [/caption][caption 
id="attachment_167537" align="aligncenter" width="600"]
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/grumpy-economist-cochrane-sun-communities-sui-favorable-demand-drivers-with-supply-constraints-investor-data-yields-quick-case-study-in-buffett-moat/
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/monopolies-silent-spreaders-of-poverty-
and-economic-inequality-insights-from-henry-simons-thurman-arnold-applied-by-
schmitz-and-fettig-to-hud-manufactured-housing-economic-inequality-and-poverty/ 
[/caption] 

  

Despite years of reports by MHProNews/MHLivingNews on these figures, the only known 
response by MHI to their research or articles was in a post on the MHI website, that 
references a post by MHI CEO Lesli Gooch, Ph.D. "Dr. Gooch" wrapped Schmitz and co-
author Lee Ohanian for their "tone" in an op-ed by the two on the removable chassis topic. 
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[caption id="attachment_202058" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/want-affordable-housing-take-the-chassis-
off-manufactured-houses-and-dont-call-them-mobile-homes-prof-lee-ohanian-and-
james-a-schmitz-wapo-op-ed-echoes-andrew-justus-a/[/caption] 
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But prior to that response by Gooch to Ohanian and Schmitz, there was no mention of 
Schmitz's name on the MHI website, even though Schmitz and his colleagues have been 
arguing since at least 2018 that manufactured housing was being subverted due to 
"sabotage monopoly" tactics. 

  

[caption id="attachment_184097" align="aligncenter" width="608"]

 
At the time of the article that screen capture was posted: "There is no known public 
pushback by MHI's staff or corporate leaders against the research report by James Schmitz 
Jr. and his colleagues." That screen capture was uploaded by MHProNews on November 17, 
2022.[/caption] 

 



  

  

8) A prior IRS Form 990 annual filing by MHI stated that trade group's mission as follows. 

“Improve the overall operating environment for the manufactured housing industry 
and expand the demand for manufactured homes by seeking fair and equitable 
treatment in the marketplace and the regulatory and legislative arenas.” 

[caption id="attachment_212763" align="aligncenter" width="791"]

 
“Improve the overall operating environment for the manufactured housing industry and 
expand the demand for manufactured homes by seeking fair and equitable treatment in the 
marketplace and the regulatory and legislative arenas.” This may be one of the more 
important documents to federal investigators or others who are probing manufactured 
housing's historic underperformance in the 21st century. For context and details see: 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/over-1-million-manufactured-housing-
institute-doc-drop-top-mhi-staff-pay-revealed-additionally-unpacking-evidence-of-
perjury-fraud-other-possible-federal-crimes-plus-mhville-stocks-update/ Note too that 
should this be determined to be part of purported collusion or conspiracy to manipulate the 
market, and per federal law, the statutes of limitations do not begin to run in such matters 
until the final act is performed. [/caption] 

  

Given that stated goal, it is clear that from the key performance indicator (KPI) of 
production/shipments, MHI has demonstrably failed. 

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/over-1-million-manufactured-housing-institute-doc-drop-top-mhi-staff-pay-revealed-additionally-unpacking-evidence-of-perjury-fraud-other-possible-federal-crimes-plus-mhville-stocks-update/
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[caption id="attachment_216897" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/caution-flag-mharr-says-manufactured-
housing-production-falls-slightly-in-may-2025-but-over-half-of-top-10-shipment-states-
lag-2024-mhis-statement-sunday-weekly-mhville-h/ [/caption][caption 
id="attachment_216861" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/manufactured-housing-
production-falls-slightly-in-may-2025-per-official-data-provided-by-manufactured-
housing-association-for-regulatory-reform/[/caption] 
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As Schmitz and his routinely (but not exclusively) Federal Reserve System linked 
colleagues have pointed out, the mobile home industry, which evolved into the modern 
HUD Code manufactured home industry, never recovered to its achievements of over 
550,000 new shipments in the early 1970s. MHProNews notes that this annotated by 
MHProNews screen capture below can be opened to a larger size for easier reading. 

  



[caption id="attachment_209244" align="aligncenter" width="608"]



 



MHProNews Note: depending on your browser or device, many images in this report can be 
clicked to expand. For example, in some browsers/devices you click the image and select 
'open in a new window.' After clicking that selection, you click the image in the open window 
to expand the image to a larger size. To return to this page, use your back key, escape or 
follow the prompts. [/caption] 

  

So, MHI formally and via several of their representatives have claimed for decades that they 
wanted to see the industry grow and achieve a level of production that would rival or 
exceed the performance of conventional housing. Statements like that of Schmitz and his 
research colleagues as recently as 2025 (see below) have indicated that in their view that 
individuals involved in the NAHB and HUD had "sabotaged" manufactured housing. Yet, 
MHI in recent years pivoted to working with the NAHB, others in conventional housing and 
praised their "partnership" with HUD? 

  

[caption id="attachment_212150" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/minneapolis-fed-economic-writer-jeff-
horwich-learning-from-first-and-only-manufactured-housing-boom-spotlights-elena-
falcettonimark-wrightjames-schmitz-jr-research-wheres/ [/caption][caption 
id="attachment_201252" align="aligncenter" width="600"]
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/masthead/cats-out-manufactured-
housing-institute-housing-coalition-letter-to-congress-fact-check-analysis-reveals-what-
mhi-nar-nahb-mba-others-did-didnt-request-ai-affordable-housing-surprises-
await/[/caption][caption id="attachment_216005" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/mhi-pivots-national-association-of-home-
builders-remarks-revelations-on-hud-code-manufactured-homes-manufactured-housing-
institute-clayton-homes-champion-homes-cavco-industries-mhville-fea/[/caption] 
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So, on the one hand, MHI and past/present MHI leaders have claimed that the industry 
could return to 300k levels or even move to 900K plus annual production levels. Yet, the 
industry has clearly remained stuck around the 100K more or less annual shipment level 
through much of the 21st century. Indeed, the industry only briefly exceeded the 130,748 
homes produced in 2004 when former MHI CEO Stinebert said the industry would start to 
recover. 

Table 1) New Manufactured Housing Industry Production by Year from 1995 to 2024. 

Table   

Year 
New MH 
Production 

1995 344,930 

1996 363,345 

1997 353,686 

1998 373,143 

1999 348,075 

2000 250,366 

2001 193,120 

2002 165,489 

2003 130,815 

2004 130,748 

2005 146,881 

2006 117,373 

2007 95,752 

2008 81,457 

2009 49,683 



2010 50,056 

2011 51,618 

2012 54,881 

2013 60,228 

2014 64,334 

2015 70,544 

2016 81,136 

2017 92,902 

2018 96,555 

2019 94,615 

2020 94,390 

2021 105,772 

2022 112,882 

2023 89,169 

2024 103,314 

See related reports linked below. 
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https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/rise-and-fall-of-hud-code-manufactured-
housing-1995-2023-story-of-the-u-s-affordable-housing-crisis-behind-the-facts/ 
[/caption][caption id="attachment_197879" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/is-manufactured-home-production-
keeping-pace-with-u-s-population-what-california-adu-preemption-and-higher-
production-signals-manufactured-housing-potential-to-solve-affordable-housing-
crisis/[/caption][caption id="attachment_205792" align="aligncenter" width="601"]
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https://patch.com/florida/lakeland/orlando-re-agent-smith-younger-adults-will-need-
8500-monthly-rent[/caption][caption id="attachment_205893" align="aligncenter" 
width="569"]
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https://patch.com/florida/lakeland/orlando-re-agent-smith-younger-adults-will-need-
8500-monthly-rent[/caption] 
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As the Manufactured Housing Association for Regulatory Reform (MHARR) has repeatedly 
argued, as recently as this week, manufactured housing industry performance has 
dramatically lagged its historic performance despite the enactment of two key laws 
enacted by widely bipartisan efforts on the part of Congress. 

  

[caption id="attachment_217115" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/manufactured-housing-
association-for-regulatory-reform-mharr-july-9-2025-washington-update-an-exclusive-
report-and-analysis/[/caption] 

That MHARR report linked above included these topics. 

IN THIS REPORT:                                                                                       JULY 9, 2025 

  

• MHARR ADDRESSES DEFICIENCIES IN PENDING AND DRAFT MH BILLS 

• DOE DELAYS MH ENERGY RULE IMPLEMENTATION DATE 

• MHARR PRESSES DOE FOR REVOCATION OF MH ENERGY RULE 

• MHARR FILES FOIA ON LEADERSHIP CHANGE AT HUD MH PROGRAM 

• MHCC RECOMMENDS NO CHASSIS FOR MULTI-STORY UPPER LEVELS 

• HUD RECONSIDERING COST-BENEFIT DETERMINATION ON 2021 IECC 

https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/manufactured-housing-association-for-regulatory-reform-mharr-july-9-2025-washington-update-an-exclusive-report-and-analysis/
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• HUD HEADQUARTERS MOVING TO NEW HOME 

It seems clear from the MHARR spotlighting the appointment of former Office of 
Manufactured Housing Programs (OMHP) administrator Teresa Payne, J.D., to work as an 
MHI VP that MHARR has concerns that this may be a kind of reward or 'payoff' - a clue as to 
how "regulatory capture" may be viewed by MHARR, which is led by an attorney, Mark 
Weiss, J.D. Google's AI powered Gemini also sees concerns about "regulatory capture," 
following a detailed review of the behavior of MHI in the 21st century that included facts 
like those in this report. 

Specifically, MHARR said. 

MHARR’s concern is – and continues to be – that insider HUD enforcement information 
(or other non-public regulatory information), uniquely known to Ms. Payne as the 
immediate-past HUD program administrator, if conveyed or made known to others 
within the industry, could be misused, manipulated, or weaponized against non-
favored competitors or potential corporate acquisition targets, particularly in light of 
extensive industry consolidation in recent years. The same information could also 
shed light on the endemic mismanagement of the HUD program and the potential 
intersection of that mismanagement with developments and activity within the 
industry. 

That's a bombshell statement. But it fits with concerns raised by this publication weeks 
before MHARR's remarks. So, MHARR's remarks are not unique. They are rather better seen 
as common sense based on decades of evidence. 

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/manufactured-housing-association-for-regulatory-reform-mharr-reveal-hud-foia-re-teresa-payne-new-manufactured-housing-institute-vice-president-of-policy-regulatory-capture-why-it-matters-fea/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/manufactured-housing-association-for-regulatory-reform-mharr-reveal-hud-foia-re-teresa-payne-new-manufactured-housing-institute-vice-president-of-policy-regulatory-capture-why-it-matters-fea/


[caption id="attachment_214092" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/masthead/manufactured-housing-
institute-email-ceo-lesli-gooch-via-linkedin-teresa-payne-joined-mhi-tip-paynes-policies-
favored-largest-manufacturers-for-years-now-she-joined-mhi-co/ [/caption] 

MHARR also said this in their most recent update. 

Meanwhile, Ms. Payne has been replaced as OMHP Administrator by Ms. Mary Jo Houton. 
MHARR will be meeting with Ms. Houton (and other top-level HUD officials) imminently. In 
these meetings, MHARR will stress the need to address and correct the endemic 
mismanagement and dysfunction of OMHP. It will also emphasize the need to re-direct the 
program toward full compliance with all reform elements of the Manufactured Housing 
Improvement Act of 2000 (2000 Reform Law) including, most particularly, its enhanced 
federal preemption, in order to eliminate – to the greatest degree possible – the 
exclusionary zoning discrimination (one of the two main policy bottlenecks) that has 
suppressed industry growth and the availability of genuinely affordable mainstream 
manufactured homeownership for far too long. 

MHARR has meet with HUD Secretary Eric Scott Turner just a few months ago. But thus far, 
HUD has not been known to respond publicly to the concerns raised by MHARR. 

  

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/masthead/manufactured-housing-institute-email-ceo-lesli-gooch-via-linkedin-teresa-payne-joined-mhi-tip-paynes-policies-favored-largest-manufacturers-for-years-now-she-joined-mhi-co/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/masthead/manufactured-housing-institute-email-ceo-lesli-gooch-via-linkedin-teresa-payne-joined-mhi-tip-paynes-policies-favored-largest-manufacturers-for-years-now-she-joined-mhi-co/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/masthead/manufactured-housing-institute-email-ceo-lesli-gooch-via-linkedin-teresa-payne-joined-mhi-tip-paynes-policies-favored-largest-manufacturers-for-years-now-she-joined-mhi-co/


[caption id="attachment_212894" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/manufactured-housing-
association-for-regulatory-reform-mharr-leaders-call-on-hud-secretary-to-address-and-
remedy-federal-manufactured-housing-program-mismanagement/[/caption] 

  

But MHARR's efforts to keep the focus on the "bottlenecks" of failure to enforce "enhanced 
preemption" and the lack of competitive financing mandated by the Housing and 
Economic Recovery Act (HERA 2008) and its "Duty to Serve (DTS) Manufactured Housing" 
provision are curiously, or vexingly, given lip service by MHI. Meanwhile, MHI fails to take 
the obvious steps of suing to get those aspects of federal law fully and properly enforced, 
which MHARR has offered to join in such litigation. MHI and MHI linked state association 
failed to accept that offer. 

  

https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/manufactured-housing-association-for-regulatory-reform-mharr-leaders-call-on-hud-secretary-to-address-and-remedy-federal-manufactured-housing-program-mismanagement/
https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/manufactured-housing-association-for-regulatory-reform-mharr-leaders-call-on-hud-secretary-to-address-and-remedy-federal-manufactured-housing-program-mismanagement/
https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/manufactured-housing-association-for-regulatory-reform-mharr-leaders-call-on-hud-secretary-to-address-and-remedy-federal-manufactured-housing-program-mismanagement/
https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/manufactured-housing-association-for-regulatory-reform-mharr-continues-to-expose-principal-bottlenecks-suppressing-manufactured-housing/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/ManufacturedHousingInstituteLeaderQuotesEnhancedPreemptionManufacturedHousingImprovementAct2000DutytoServeManufacturedHousingHERA2008PlusImageIssueMHProNewsQuoteGraphic6.6.2024a-min.png
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/ManufacturedHousingInstituteLeaderQuotesEnhancedPreemptionManufacturedHousingImprovementAct2000DutytoServeManufacturedHousingHERA2008PlusImageIssueMHProNewsQuoteGraphic6.6.2024a-min.png
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/MHARR-HERA2008-DutyToServeDTSManufacturedHousingQuotableQuotesManufacturedHousingAssociationForRegulatoryReform-min.png


[caption id="attachment_153267" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/the-incredible-shrinking-
zoning-problem-september-2019-mharr-issues-and-perspectives/ MHARR reached out to 
MHI affiliated state associations in an offer to work with them to identify and advance a 
case to press the Manufactured Housing Improvement Act of 2000 (MHIA or '2000 reform 
law') in 2019. Now approaching 5 years later, there has been no similar effort by MHI. Why 
not? Given that MHI-TMHA has filed suit in the DOE matter, it should immediately call into 
question why they have not done so on the other issues that have limited manufactured 
housing for the bulk of the 21st century. Indeed, MHI's behavior in the DOE issue ought to 
be the subject of federal/state or other probes, as MHARR has alleged with evidence that 
MHI appeared to be working against the industry's broader interests. Using third-party 
research, MHProNews has also reported that donations by Warren Buffett linked nonprofits 
and allies have apparently flowed to the Sierra Club, which in turn sued the DOE during the 
Trump Administration to compel the rulemaking process that MHARR's efforts had 
previously stopped. [/caption] 

MHI says they want to: 

“Improve the overall operating environment for the manufactured housing industry 
and expand the demand for manufactured homes by seeking fair and equitable 
treatment in the marketplace and the regulatory and legislative arenas.” 

...but then fails to take the steps that Warren Buffett said would be common sense for the 
industry to implement. 

  

https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/the-incredible-shrinking-zoning-problem-september-2019-mharr-issues-and-perspectives/
https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/the-incredible-shrinking-zoning-problem-september-2019-mharr-issues-and-perspectives/
https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/broad-discovery-denied-in-manufactured-housing-doe-energy-standards-case/
https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/mhpronews-qa-with-danny-ghorbani/duty-to-serve-mh/#fifth
https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/mhpronews-qa-with-danny-ghorbani/duty-to-serve-mh/#fifth
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/a-more-costly-re-boot-of-fatally-flawed-fundamentally-tainted-sham-doe-negotiated-rulemaking-process-smoking-gun-docu/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/masthead/energy-environment-institute-big-donors-conflicts-warren-buffett-mike-bloomberg-undermine-manufactured-housing-via-sierra-club-lawsuit/


[caption id="attachment_205605" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/masthead/loper-brights-light-on-fhfa-
fannie-mae-freddie-mac-duty-to-serve-manufactured-housing-and-a-pimple-on-an-
elephants-ass-eye-opening-warren-buffett-dts-for-manufactured-homes-wit/ [/caption] 

  

In response to a request by the MHProNews sister site, MHLivingNews, attorney, president 
and CEO Weiss aid that Lesli Gooch's statements on DTS were "inexcusable and a major 
problem." 

  

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/masthead/loper-brights-light-on-fhfa-fannie-mae-freddie-mac-duty-to-serve-manufactured-housing-and-a-pimple-on-an-elephants-ass-eye-opening-warren-buffett-dts-for-manufactured-homes-wit/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/masthead/loper-brights-light-on-fhfa-fannie-mae-freddie-mac-duty-to-serve-manufactured-housing-and-a-pimple-on-an-elephants-ass-eye-opening-warren-buffett-dts-for-manufactured-homes-wit/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/masthead/loper-brights-light-on-fhfa-fannie-mae-freddie-mac-duty-to-serve-manufactured-housing-and-a-pimple-on-an-elephants-ass-eye-opening-warren-buffett-dts-for-manufactured-homes-wit/


[caption id="attachment_191452" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/inexcusable-and-major-problem-
exclusive-mhlivingnews-question-and-answer-qa-with-mark-weiss-j-d-president-and-ceo-
of-manufactured-housing-association-for-regulatory-reform-mharr/[/caption] 

  

It becomes difficult, if not logically impossible, to see how MHI can seriously claim to be 
trying to get laws that they cooperated with MHARR on to get into federal law and then 
watch how for essentially the bulk of the 21st century when they turn to the competitors of 
the industry that are undermining the industry, per Schmitz and his colleagues.  That 
evidence and reasoning have been fed into three different AI systems that are public 
platforms not owned by MHProNews, so they are third-parties to this publication. While 
each put their findings in their own unique way, their responses complement rather than 
contradict each other. 

• a) Google's Gemini said in a deep dive research report that SEC violations of 
materiality disclosure and other legal concerns that can include antitrust and RICO 
appear to be at work in manufactured housing. 

• b) xAI's Grok said that what is occurring in manufactured housing is "scam" and a 
'squeeze play' that is 'not a theory, it's a heist.' Grok pointed the finger at HUD in its 
assessment too, which was prior to Teresa Payne joining MHI. 

https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/inexcusable-and-major-problem-exclusive-mhlivingnews-question-and-answer-qa-with-mark-weiss-j-d-president-and-ceo-of-manufactured-housing-association-for-regulatory-reform-mharr/
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/inexcusable-and-major-problem-exclusive-mhlivingnews-question-and-answer-qa-with-mark-weiss-j-d-president-and-ceo-of-manufactured-housing-association-for-regulatory-reform-mharr/
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/inexcusable-and-major-problem-exclusive-mhlivingnews-question-and-answer-qa-with-mark-weiss-j-d-president-and-ceo-of-manufactured-housing-association-for-regulatory-reform-mharr/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/MHProNews-requested-GeminiDeepResearchValidity-of-SEC-Materiality-Guidance-and-Other-Allegations-Against-Manufactured-Housing-Institute-Members-4.26.2025.pdf
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/MHProNews-requested-GeminiDeepResearchValidity-of-SEC-Materiality-Guidance-and-Other-Allegations-Against-Manufactured-Housing-Institute-Members-4.26.2025.pdf


[caption id="attachment_211736" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/nahb-praises-trump-grok-the-affordable-
housing-crisis-isnt-just-market-failure-its-an-orchestrated-squeeze-mhi-playing-both-
sides-and-hud-asleep-at-the-wheel/[/caption][caption id="attachment_211525" 
align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/mhvilles-hidden-chains-why-
manufactured-housing-lags-in-americas-housing-crisis-grok-unveils-the-scam-xai-grok-
thesis-this-aint-theory-its-a-hei/ [/caption] 

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/nahb-praises-trump-grok-the-affordable-housing-crisis-isnt-just-market-failure-its-an-orchestrated-squeeze-mhi-playing-both-sides-and-hud-asleep-at-the-wheel/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/nahb-praises-trump-grok-the-affordable-housing-crisis-isnt-just-market-failure-its-an-orchestrated-squeeze-mhi-playing-both-sides-and-hud-asleep-at-the-wheel/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/nahb-praises-trump-grok-the-affordable-housing-crisis-isnt-just-market-failure-its-an-orchestrated-squeeze-mhi-playing-both-sides-and-hud-asleep-at-the-wheel/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/mhvilles-hidden-chains-why-manufactured-housing-lags-in-americas-housing-crisis-grok-unveils-the-scam-xai-grok-thesis-this-aint-theory-its-a-hei/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/mhvilles-hidden-chains-why-manufactured-housing-lags-in-americas-housing-crisis-grok-unveils-the-scam-xai-grok-thesis-this-aint-theory-its-a-hei/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/mhvilles-hidden-chains-why-manufactured-housing-lags-in-americas-housing-crisis-grok-unveils-the-scam-xai-grok-thesis-this-aint-theory-its-a-hei/


• c) Copilot has produced an array of keen remarks over the course of the past two 
plus years that MHProNews has used that Bing AI system and its prior brand name 
(Bing Chat).  For example. Copilot said MHI was engaged in behavior that could be 
described as "lie,' "false," "misleading." 

[caption id="attachment_196456" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/manufactured-housing-features-
prominently-during-house-oversight-hearing-per-manufactured-housing-institute-housing-
alert-what-mhi-leaders-did-didnt-say-plus-sunday-weekly/[/caption] 

• d) The screen captures below are part of longer articles that provide the full Q&A's 
between MHProNews and the AI platform shown for fact-check and analysis 
purposes. The first is Gemini, with annotation added by MHProNews, but with the 
underlying text was as shown. 

  

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/manufactured-housing-features-prominently-during-house-oversight-hearing-per-manufactured-housing-institute-housing-alert-what-mhi-leaders-did-didnt-say-plus-sunday-weekly/
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[caption id="attachment_216911" align="aligncenter" width="618"]



 "...this ain't a theory, it's a heist" and "Copilot's 



assessment of MHI engaging in "optics while consolidation continues" resonate strongly 
with the pattern of evidence we've discussed. These more forceful characterizations reflect 
the apparent disconnect between MHI"s stated goals and the actual outcomes in the 
manufactured housing industry."[/caption][caption id="attachment_213996" 
align="aligncenter" width="604"]

 
"Evidence of Posturing and Paltering" 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/manufactured-home-production-
increases-in-march-2025-per-federal-data-cited-by-manufactured-housing-association-
for-regulatory-reform-plus-what-mharr-didnt-say-in-their-report-mhville-fe/[/caption] 

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/manufactured-home-production-increases-in-march-2025-per-federal-data-cited-by-manufactured-housing-association-for-regulatory-reform-plus-what-mharr-didnt-say-in-their-report-mhville-fe/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/manufactured-home-production-increases-in-march-2025-per-federal-data-cited-by-manufactured-housing-association-for-regulatory-reform-plus-what-mharr-didnt-say-in-their-report-mhville-fe/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/manufactured-home-production-increases-in-march-2025-per-federal-data-cited-by-manufactured-housing-association-for-regulatory-reform-plus-what-mharr-didnt-say-in-their-report-mhville-fe/


  



[caption id="attachment_215762" align="aligncenter" width="610"]



 



https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/mharr-engages-congress-on-pending-
manufactured-housing-legislation-doe-energy-rule-case-update-national-
homeownership-month-once-you-see-and-recognize-the-truth-ai-boosted-mhville-fea/ 
[/caption] 

  

Note while MHARR is engaging in substantive discussions with the incoming Trump 
Administration officials on the pending DOE energy rule, on DTS, and on getting enhanced 
preemption enforced, what is MHI saying in their news? Come to our next meeting, here is 
what you missed at our last meeting, and 'oh gee whiz look at the latest honor that MHI 
CEO Gooch has 'earned' from MHI friendly HousingWire,' which named Gooch as a 
"woman of influence." But if that 'award' is to be taken seriously, and if Gooch is 
authentically so influential, that begs the question. Why has Gooch been unable to get 
existing federal laws properly enforced? 
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/?s=woman%20of%20influence
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wacky-wednesday-lol-biden-then-gaslighting-2-0-as-manufactured-housing-institute-mhi-ceo-dr-lesli-gooch-named-2024-women-of-influence-by-wheeler-led-housingwire-why-plus-mhmarkets/


[caption id="attachment_216846" align="aligncenter" width="610"]

 If 
it wouldn't be so arguably tragic during an affordable housing crisis it could be hilariously 
funny that MHI so brazenly attempts to manipulate and gaslight their own members, not to 
mention visitors to their website. [/caption] 

That is an apparent example of what former MHI VP Danny Ghorbani said to MHProNews. 
Note that MHI is an umbrella trade group, which means both production and post-
production. MHARR is a producer's trade group, so the implication of Ghorbani in saying 
"post production" is to point to MHI without using their name. 

"To overcome the industry’s zoning and consumer financing woes, this so-called post 
production 
representation needs to do more than hold meetings, issue talking points, engage in 
“photo ops,” or 
publish newsletters full of braggadocio and boasts, but bereft of any tangible results. 

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/ghorbani-nails-zoning-answers-to-how-and-who/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/ghorbani-nails-zoning-answers-to-how-and-who/


There also 
needs to be fewer legislative and other alleged “partnerships” with the industry’s foes 
and 
competitors (i.e., site-built housing) who would do anything and everything in their 
power to taint, 
diminish and cut-down-to-size the manufactured housing’s exceptionalism as the 
Nation’s main 
source of affordable housing. These sorts of shallow activities may sound and look 
good in 
promotional materials sent to its membership, but they’ve done absolutely nothing 
tangible to correct 
the industry’s persistent twin problems of zoning and consumer financing — again, as 
demonstrated 
by the prevailing terrible results." 

Ghorbani can be animated and passionate. That noted, given that the industry's operating 
at perhaps 30 percent of its last highwater mark in 1998, wouldn't that qualify as a 'terrible 
result'? 

As MHProNews documented above, note that prominent MHI member Randy Rowe with 
Green Courte Partners, without slamming MHI, raised similar concerns. Stegmayer 
concurred with Rowe, as was shown in Part II #3 above. Which ought to beg the question. 
Why hasn't MHI engaged in precisely the behavior that its own leaders have said could help 
move the industry into multiple times its current production levels? 

[caption id="attachment_119559" align="aligncenter" width="505"]

 Past and current 
MHI members like Kenny Lipschutz, Marty Lavin, Frank Rolfe, the states that have broken 
away from MHI, are among the signals that no matter how pleasant MHI mixers or 
networking may be, they are 'not getting their job done' on behalf of the majority of their 

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/randy-rowe-green-courte-partners-5-point-plan-for-manufactured-home-industry-recovery-revisions-plus-sunday-weekly-mhville-headlines-with-satirical-review/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/ManufacturedHousingInstituteCurrent-Member-List-MHIMembershipUSE-1-24-18ManufacturedHomeProNews.pdf


members. See Kenny Lipschutz's remarks in full context at the link here: 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/a-cup-of-coffee-withkenny-lipschutz-
homefirst-certified-communities/[/caption] 

  

9) MHProNews and our MHLivingNews sister sites have long argued that an apparent 
collusion between key MHI members have been underway for much (not all) of the 21st 
century. It may have started with certain behaviors by Tim Williams, Kevin Clayton, and 
Warren Buffett, but it was at some point embraced by key MHI members who openly have 
said that they are in many cases more interested in consolidation rather than organic 
industry growth. Put differently, this is a conspiracy that is hiding in plain sight, and is 
difficult to dispute, which may explain why neither MHI, nor those involved have bothered 
with attempting a direct response. Instead, they engage in a what an industry insider 
recently descried as "a circle fest in a hot tub." 

Another insider told MHProNews that MHI's behavior is aimed to 'f-ck Legacy Housing, 
Sunshine Homes, and all independents.' 

  

[caption id="attachment_215034" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/tipster-mhi-f-cked-up-first-term-of-trump-
for-manufactured-housing-trying-to-f-ck-legacy-sunshine-all-independents-mhi-insiders-
trying-to-force-consolid/[/caption] 

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/a-cup-of-coffee-withkenny-lipschutz-homefirst-certified-communities/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/a-cup-of-coffee-withkenny-lipschutz-homefirst-certified-communities/


Yet another insider - and let's clearly specify, that means an MHI insider - said that since 
the departure of Chris Stinebert, MHI has been operating on behalf of "f-cking greedy" 
'leaders of companies that seek to make MHI a tool for themselves.' 

  

[caption id="attachment_178322" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/since-loss-of-stinebert-at-manufactured-
housing-institute-mhi-empowered-f-cking-greedy-selfish-leaders-of-companies-to-make-
mhi-a-tool-for-themselves-plus-mhville-markets-update/ [/caption] 

  

Most of the evidence is on the record, not off the record. 

For example, longtime MHI member Marty Lavin, J.D., has made the following thinly veiled 
accusations against the association that gave him a "lifetime achievement" award. 
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[caption id="attachment_83655" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
This was uploaded on August 3, 2018: "MHProNews looks at the facts, considers the 
sources, and follows the evidence. MHI earlier last year, and for years before, MHI routinely 
replied promptly to all inquiries. But since we've spotlighted the problems and concerns, 
they've gone silent. Why? If the facts are on their side, why not make offer a cogent 
explanation?"[/caption][caption id="attachment_144587" align="aligncenter" width="451"]

 There are ethical and 
unethical ways of earning money. Some in MHI arguably are earning money unethically, and 
perhaps illegally, if Samuel Strommen and other MHI critics are correct. [/caption][caption 
id="attachment_80111" align="aligncenter" width="573"]

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/masthead/true-tale-of-four-attorneys-research-into-manufactured-housing-what-they-reveal-about-why-manufactured-homes-are-underperforming-during-an-affordable-housing-crisis-facts-and-analysis


 Lavin 
receiving that MHI Totaro Award. That is his personal yacht. [/caption][caption 
id="attachment_58478" align="aligncenter" width="465"]

 Uploaded on February 



21, 2017. https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/marty-lavin-lashes-the-
manufactured-housing-institutes-mhi-latest-initiative/ The Manufactured Housing Institute 
(MHI) Logo is their property and is used here under fair use guidelines. Collage credit, 
MHProNews.[/caption] 

  

Is it any wonder that MHI removed Lavin's name from their association's website? But 
perhaps more insightful are these factoids. Several past 21st century MHI presidents, CEO, 
and vice presidents names have also been culled or purged from MHI's website, in what 
Copilot has observed appears to be an "Orwellian" "memory hole" style of making those 
individuals "unpersons." Another way that might be put is blacklisting, which can be an 
antitrust violation too. 

  

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/marty-lavin-lashes-the-manufactured-housing-institutes-mhi-latest-initiative/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/marty-lavin-lashes-the-manufactured-housing-institutes-mhi-latest-initiative/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/ManufacturedHousingInstituteLOGOwebsiteMartinMartyLavinJD-MHIaward-winnerManufacturedHomeProNewsFactCheckAnalysisCommentaryMHProNews4.33AM1.18.2023.jpg
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/AnnBurkhartJ.D.ChrisStinebertGailCardwellThayerLongFormerManufacturedHousingInstitutePresidentsCEOs-MHProNewsFactCheckAnalysisCommentary.png
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/MHIVicePresidentsMHIVPDannyGhorbaniJennyHodgeLoisStarkeyFormerManufacturedHousingInstituteLOGOvicepresidentsUnpersonedByMHIChrisStinebertGailCardwellThayerLongMHProNewsFactCheck.png


[caption id="attachment_208437" align="aligncenter" width="611"]

 
Uploaded to MHProNews on December 5, 2024.[/caption][caption 
id="attachment_214217" align="aligncenter" width="609"]



 Uploaded to MHProNews 



on May 12, 2025. MHProNews Note depending on your browser or device, many images in 
this report and others on MHProNews can be clicked to expand. Click the image and follow 
the prompts. For example, in some browsers/devices you click the image and select 'open 
in a new window.' After clicking that selection you click the image in the open window to 
expand the image to a larger size. To return to this page, use your back key, escape or follow 
the prompts. [/caption] 

10) To preface what follows, it is not for the purpose of stoking our own egos that 
MHProNews notes that MHI and numbers of their prominent members specifically praised 
this writer and/or MHProNews/MHLivingNews for the quality of our reporting and analysis. 
Rather, it is provided in part to illustrate that MHI and their leaders can't claim that our 
reporting has long been flawed, or sensationalistic, or in some other way slur MHProNews 
openly. 

[caption id="attachment_206988" align="aligncenter" width="609"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/celebrating-15-years-serving-
manufactured-housing-i-would-like-to-congratulate-tony-and-soheyla-kovach-on-the-
15th-anniversary-of-mhpronews-and-former-hud-secretary-dr-ben-carson-
i/[/caption][caption id="attachment_185538" align="aligncenter" width="596"]

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/celebrating-15-years-serving-manufactured-housing-i-would-like-to-congratulate-tony-and-soheyla-kovach-on-the-15th-anniversary-of-mhpronews-and-former-hud-secretary-dr-ben-carson-i/
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/celebrating-15-years-serving-manufactured-housing-i-would-like-to-congratulate-tony-and-soheyla-kovach-on-the-15th-anniversary-of-mhpronews-and-former-hud-secretary-dr-ben-carson-i/


 No one connects the dots in MHVille like MHProNews and 



MHLivingNews. Who says? Outsiders [/caption][caption id="attachment_198304" 
align="aligncenter" width="608"]

 
"Much appreciation for the valuable (and often thankless) job that you [MHProNews] do. 
You have truly become the preeminent news source for the manufactured housing industry, 
and I wish you many more years of success." - Darren Krolewski, senior executive with 
Datacomp, MHVillage, MHInsider. https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/white-
house-releases-plan-for-housing-supply-affordability-hud-fhfa-trumpet-show-spending-
but-avoiding-real-solutions-compare-contrast-mhi-endorsed-mhinsider-
respon/[/caption][caption id="attachment_174409" align="aligncenter" width="617"]

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/white-house-releases-plan-for-housing-supply-affordability-hud-fhfa-trumpet-show-spending-but-avoiding-real-solutions-compare-contrast-mhi-endorsed-mhinsider-respon/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/white-house-releases-plan-for-housing-supply-affordability-hud-fhfa-trumpet-show-spending-but-avoiding-real-solutions-compare-contrast-mhi-endorsed-mhinsider-respon/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/white-house-releases-plan-for-housing-supply-affordability-hud-fhfa-trumpet-show-spending-but-avoiding-real-solutions-compare-contrast-mhi-endorsed-mhinsider-respon/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/white-house-releases-plan-for-housing-supply-affordability-hud-fhfa-trumpet-show-spending-but-avoiding-real-solutions-compare-contrast-mhi-endorsed-mhinsider-respon/


 
Apparently, MHI meant this, because they parted with MHProNews, but embraced 
MHInsider, bloggers like ManufacturedHomes, Frank Rolfe, Dave Reynolds, George F. Allen, 
et al. By implication, MHI implied those are NOT reporters and journalists, but that 
MHProNews/MHLivingNews ARE reporters and journalists. Back handed compliment 
accepted. https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/darren-krolewski-mhvillage-
mhinsider-one-challenge-is-not-enough-positive-news-about-manufactured-housing-to-
counter-negative-news-frank-rolfe-brad-nelms-manufacturedhomes-george/[/caption] 

  

11) MHI has demonstrably changed the way that it has shared information with the public 
from its own website. While change is in some ways inevitable, what is meant by that is that 
MHI demonstrably shares less information with the public today than what it did decades 
ago. In an information age, if MHI seriously wishes to claim that they are attempting to 
protect-educate-promote (PEP) the manufactured home industry, how does it explain that 
cut-back in data and information made available to the public? Some examples are 
warranted. 

  

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/darren-krolewski-mhvillage-mhinsider-one-challenge-is-not-enough-positive-news-about-manufactured-housing-to-counter-negative-news-frank-rolfe-brad-nelms-manufacturedhomes-george/
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For example, on a seemingly lessor topic. Currently, on this date, MHI makes finding their 
staff names difficult, other than MHI President Mark Bowersox and MHI CEO Lesli Gooch. 

  



 

Mark Bowersox 

President 



 

Lesli Gooch, Ph.D 

Chief Executive Officer 

Note that their email addresses or office number is not specifically given, as it used to be 
previously (see screen capture that follows). 

By contrast, MHI made the names, title, email, and phone number of their team available in 
2015 (and more recently, this is just an example). 

  



 

  

Perhaps on a more serious point, as MHProNews has uniquely and consistently reported, 
MHI some years ago used to offer to the public a basic insight on how many new 
manufactured homes shipped in a given month. For example, in April 2016 - for the date 
this screen capture was performed - MHI showed the shipment of HUD Code 
manufactured homes as 6,151 for February 2016. Today, MHI only offers such data to 
"members only." By contrast, the National Association of Home Builders (NAHB), the 
National Association of Realtors (NAR), the Recreational Vehicles Industry Association 
(RVIA), and perhaps most importantly (because it is in manufactured housing), the 
Manufactured Housing Association for Regulatory Reform (MHARR) provides a publicly 
available monthly news release and expressly gives permission to use that data. 

  

https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/category/manufactured-home-shipments/
https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/category/manufactured-home-shipments/


 

  

So, MHI says less on issues that ought to matter to the public. They have always promoted 
meetings and awards, etc. That can be benign, if done properly and authentically.  But 
when awards are going to companies that are MHI members who have a D or F rating with 
the Better Business Bureau (BBB), or which have been sued by their residents due to 
purported antitrust violations, that should make those within or beyond manufactured 
housing to lean in and ask, what is going on with that trade group and its ethical practices? 

  



[caption id="attachment_216139" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/what-tipranks-ai-missed-on-flagship-
communities-reit-earns-top-honor-for-derby-hills-pointe-behind-curtain-of-kmhi-and-
manufactured-housing-institute-awards/[/caption][caption id="attachment_173847" 
align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
Yes! Communities https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/tricks-of-the-trade-
manufactured-housing-institute-award-winner-yes-communities-threatened-disabled-
grandmother-current-on-lot-rent-with-eviction-local-attorney-c/[/caption][caption 
id="attachment_194090" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/what-tipranks-ai-missed-on-flagship-communities-reit-earns-top-honor-for-derby-hills-pointe-behind-curtain-of-kmhi-and-manufactured-housing-institute-awards/
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https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/tricks-of-the-trade-manufactured-housing-institute-award-winner-yes-communities-threatened-disabled-grandmother-current-on-lot-rent-with-eviction-local-attorney-c/


 
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/exploring-manufactured-housing-
institute-mhi-awards-for-excellence-in-manufactured-housing-awards-program-mhi-
leaders-may-prove-to-be-sinister-but-mhi-leaders-aren/[/caption][caption 
id="attachment_188646" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/2023-excellence-in-manufactured-
housing-awards-claims-facts-op-ed-practically-writes-satirical-saturday-column-on-
manufactured-housing-institutes-sly-awards/ [/caption] 

MHI demonstrably claims to care about 'ethics.' But several of MHI members, and one past 
one Havenpark, have been slammed by their own residents as lacking business ethics and 

https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/exploring-manufactured-housing-institute-mhi-awards-for-excellence-in-manufactured-housing-awards-program-mhi-leaders-may-prove-to-be-sinister-but-mhi-leaders-aren/
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https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/exploring-manufactured-housing-institute-mhi-awards-for-excellence-in-manufactured-housing-awards-program-mhi-leaders-may-prove-to-be-sinister-but-mhi-leaders-aren/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/2023-excellence-in-manufactured-housing-awards-claims-facts-op-ed-practically-writes-satirical-saturday-column-on-manufactured-housing-institutes-sly-awards/
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of being predatory. More specifically, several MHI members have been hit with antitrust 
litigation. 

[caption id="attachment_196062" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/two-more-class-action-antitrust-suits-hit-
high-profile-manufactured-housing-institute-members-and-mhi-state-affiliate-members-
towsend-in-case-no-123-cv-16462-and-muns-pleadings-and-analysis[/caption] 

  

[caption id="attachment_216974" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/two-more-class-action-antitrust-suits-hit-high-profile-manufactured-housing-institute-members-and-mhi-state-affiliate-members-towsend-in-case-no-123-cv-16462-and-muns-pleadings-and-analysis
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/two-more-class-action-antitrust-suits-hit-high-profile-manufactured-housing-institute-members-and-mhi-state-affiliate-members-towsend-in-case-no-123-cv-16462-and-muns-pleadings-and-analysis
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/two-more-class-action-antitrust-suits-hit-high-profile-manufactured-housing-institute-members-and-mhi-state-affiliate-members-towsend-in-case-no-123-cv-16462-and-muns-pleadings-and-analysis


https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/council-president-fred-neil-land-lease-is-
dead-as-affordable-housing-gamble-guarantees-only-the-landlord-wins-manufactured-
homeowner-resident-vol-on-rhp-prop-mhc-consolidators-mhvi/[/caption][caption 
id="attachment_181708" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/masthead/rest-of-story-residents-media-
complain-rhp-properties-on-evictions-discrimination-stiff-hikes-havenpark-communities-
named-where-is-manufactured-housing-institutes-code/ Note: Havenpark, per a source, is 
no longer an MHI member, but the reason for that is unclear. If Havenpark was booted by 
MHI, why are others who are engaged in similar behavior tolerated? Or did Havenpark's 
leaders, after fact checks like this one, figure out that it simply didn't make sense to stay a 
member of MHI and they just left the national association on their own?[/caption] 

  

12) Sam Landy was referenced earlier in a remark made by Joe Stegmayer. Then and more 
recently, MHI member Landy advocated for selling and producing more manufactured 
housing. Sam and Eugene Landy specifically said that the number of land-lease 
communities ought to be tripled. Why isn't MHI advocating for the same? 
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[caption id="attachment_198949" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/umh-properties-fq4-2023-earnings-call-
transcript-sam-landy-expansions-greenfield-development-significantly-outperform-
stabilized-properties-eugene-landy-build-100000-communities-plus-mhm/ [/caption] 

  

Prominent MHI member Sun Communities (SUI) has said that supply constraints is part of 
their business model. That's a documented fact. See the annotated screen capture of 
Sun's own investor relations presentation. 

  

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/umh-properties-fq4-2023-earnings-call-transcript-sam-landy-expansions-greenfield-development-significantly-outperform-stabilized-properties-eugene-landy-build-100000-communities-plus-mhm/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/umh-properties-fq4-2023-earnings-call-transcript-sam-landy-expansions-greenfield-development-significantly-outperform-stabilized-properties-eugene-landy-build-100000-communities-plus-mhm/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/umh-properties-fq4-2023-earnings-call-transcript-sam-landy-expansions-greenfield-development-significantly-outperform-stabilized-properties-eugene-landy-build-100000-communities-plus-mhm/


[caption id="attachment_206219" align="aligncenter" width="612"]

 
"Virtually no new supply [of land lease manufactured home communities or MHCs] has 
been added for years" That is stated in contrast to the fact that with multifamily housing 
(apartments, etc.) there is a steady addition of new developments and rental properties 
being produced. https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/sun-communities-
compelling-supply-demand-fundamentals-virtually-no-new-supply-added-for-years-but-
manufactured-home-sales-drop-quarterly-y2d2023-data-with/ 
Note: depending on your browser or device, many images in this report can be clicked to 
expand. For example, in some browsers/devices you click the image and select 'open in a 
new window.' After clicking that selection, you click the image in the open window to 
expand the image to a larger size. To return to this page, use your back key, escape or follow 
the prompts. [/caption] 

  

Equity LifeStyle Properties (ELS) is even more blatant. Sun is on the MHI board of directors, 
as is ELS. But ELS has long had a seat on the MHI executive committee. They said that 
"growing demand coupled with almost no new supply is a strategic advantage for ELS." 

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/sun-communities-compelling-supply-demand-fundamentals-virtually-no-new-supply-added-for-years-but-manufactured-home-sales-drop-quarterly-y2d2023-data-with/
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That's not ambiguous. Even more clearly, MHI said that the reasons for the "Supply 
Constraint" includes "NIMBY" and "Redistricted zoning & regulations." That's blunt. While 
MHI claimed via their IRS Form 990 to “Improve the overall operating environment for 
the manufactured housing industry and expand the demand for manufactured homes 
by seeking fair and equitable treatment in the marketplace and the regulatory and 
legislative arenas.” Those two remarks are in conflict. 

[caption id="attachment_213154" align="aligncenter" width="615"]

 
“Improve the overall operating environment for the manufactured housing industry 
and expand the demand for manufactured homes by seeking fair and equitable 
treatment in the marketplace and the regulatory and legislative arenas.” This may be 
one of the more important documents to federal investigators or others who are probing 
manufactured housing's historic underperformance in the 21st century. For context and 
details see: https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/over-1-million-manufactured-
housing-institute-doc-drop-top-mhi-staff-pay-revealed-additionally-unpacking-evidence-
of-perjury-fraud-other-possible-federal-crimes-plus-mhville-stocks-update/ Note too that 
should this be determined to be part of purported collusion or conspiracy to manipulate the 
market, and per federal law, the statutes of limitations do not begin to run in such matters 
until the final act is performed. For a recent third-party university level study that asserts 
that manufactured home has been subjected to a specific form of market manipulation ('VF 

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/over-1-million-manufactured-housing-institute-doc-drop-top-mhi-staff-pay-revealed-additionally-unpacking-evidence-of-perjury-fraud-other-possible-federal-crimes-plus-mhville-stocks-update/
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/maris-jensen-univ-study-market-foreclosure-in-manufactured-housing-antitrust-violation-alarms-distort-competition-to-monopoly-outcome-named-specif/


Market Foreclosure'), see the report linked here. Note: to see the above image in a larger 
size, in several devices or browsers, click the image and follow the prompts. To see an 
article detailing the ELS stance, click here: 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/equity-lifestyle-properties-second-quarter-
results-claims-of-strong-performance-examined-via-lens-of-potentially-mounting-legal-
reg-concerns-as-els-double-down-on-ir-statemen/ To see another article that reflects 
other MHI member stances on constraining supply, click here. 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/pulling-back-the-veil-on-mhi-mhv-
connected-nathan-smith-kurt-keeney-and-flagship-communities-reit-fact-check-and-
analysis-of-flagships-ir-pitch-tsx-mhc-u-plus-mhville-markets-u/ 
 
[/caption] 

Given that MHI's producers, not just many of their consolidation-focused community 
operators, have publicly said that they support the mission of MHI members, this is de 
facto collusion to limit industry productoin and development hiding in plain sight. A recent 
example is shown below. 

  

[caption id="attachment_214134" align="aligncenter" width="645"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/systemic-issue-impacts-companies-
investors-consumers-better-understanding-earnings-calls-and-role-of-analysts-using-
example-of-champion-homes-q3-2025-earnings-call-transcript-mhville-fea/ [/caption] 
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Given the repeated opportunity to engage with MHProNews to clarify, correct, reject, or 
otherwise attempt to address those disconnects have routinely been rebuffed or rejected. 
So, the only logical conclusion one is left with is the one that Gemini suggested. Per 
Gemini, MHI's attorneys have likely advised them not to respond because the response is 
unlikely to successful address the obvious antitrust and other legal concerns. 

Put differently, Strommen, Schmitz, Doug Ryan's, Jensen's, and other antitrust concerns 
stand publicly unchallenged. 

  

[caption id="attachment_165591" align="aligncenter" width="607"]

 
Ironically, MHI's members only zoning tool helps document the association's failures to 
achieve what they claim is one of their priorities. For more details, see links here and here. 
For more on Gaiski, see the report linked here.[/caption][caption id="attachment_150995" 
align="aligncenter" width="600"]

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/MHI-Manufactured-Housing-Institute-Federal-Policy-Priorities-%E2%80%93-Changes-Needed-to-Support-Manufactured-Housing-ManufacturedHomeProNewsMHProNews.pdf
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/masthead/big-picture-have-manufactured-housing-institute-mhi-leaders-defrauded-own-members-prima-facie-case-of-racketeering-market-manipulating-allegations-based-on-mhi-members-published-statements/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/association-leaders-spotlight-blast-zoning-financing-crossmodstm-and-manufactured-housing-institute/


 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/masthead/prima-facie-cases-against-
manufactured-housing-institute-richard-a-dick-jennison-tim-williams-21st-mortgage-
kevin-clayton-tom-hodges-clayton-homes-et-al/ [/caption] 

  

Copilot offered, and MHProNews accepted, several infographics to illustrate what is going 
wrong in manufactured housing. 
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[caption id="attachment_217053" align="aligncenter" width="602"]



 



MHProNews Note: depending on your browser or device, many images in this report and 
others on MHProNews can be clicked to expand. Click the image and follow the prompts. 
For example, in some browsers/devices you click the image and select 'open in a new 
window.' After clicking that selection you click the image in the open window to expand the 
image to a larger size. To return to this page, use your back key, escape or follow the 
prompts. [/caption] 

 



[caption id="attachment_216340" align="aligncenter" width="601"]

 
Annotation added by MHProNews, but is faithful to the topics covered by Copilot which 
generated this illustration. MHProNews Note: depending on your browser or device, many 
images in this report and others on MHProNews can be clicked to expand. Click the image 
and follow the prompts. For example, in some browsers/devices you click the image and 
select 'open in a new window.' After clicking that selection you click the image in the open 
window to expand the image to a larger size. To return to this page, use your back key, 
escape or follow the prompts. [/caption][caption id="attachment_216108" 
align="aligncenter" width="599"]



 



MHProNews Note: depending on your browser or device, many images in this report and 
others on MHProNews can be clicked to expand. Click the image and follow the prompts. 
For example, in some browsers/devices you click the image and select 'open in a new 
window.' After clicking that selection you click the image in the open window to expand the 
image to a larger size. To return to this page, use your back key, escape or follow the 
prompts. [/caption][caption id="attachment_216345" align="aligncenter" width="590"]

 
MHProNews Note: depending on your browser or device, many images in this report and 
others on MHProNews can be clicked to expand. Click the image and follow the prompts. 
For example, in some browsers/devices you click the image and select 'open in a new 
window.' After clicking that selection you click the image in the open window to expand the 
image to a larger size. To return to this page, use your back key, escape or follow the 
prompts. [/caption] 



 



 

  

  



 



  

13) If that wasn't already enough evidence, consider the concerns raised by Blue Orca 
which admits they are a short seller but then argues that they use facts, evidence, and 
reason to be short on a company much like other investors are 'long' on a company that 
they like the management, performance, and market dynamics on.  Blue Orca said that 
president/CEO of Sun Communities ought to be in prison. 

Blue Orca 

While that may seem like hyperbole to make a point, it raises a question. How 
commonplace is problematic behavior among MHI member firms and leaders? 

The answer ought to be shocking. In no particular order of importance are the following 
remarks, in some cases by current or former MHI members about other MHI members. 

• Neal Haney on why two state association withdrew from MHI due to their failure to 
produce results. 

• Frank Rolfe about the threat to land-lease community operators caused by litigation 
launched by residents of prior MHI chairman Nathan Smith against his company 
(then SSK Communities, now Flagship Communities) 

• Joe Stegmayer/Cavco "debacle" - former MHI chairman. Note that Stegmayer was 
retained as MHI chair even after the controversy publicly erupted.  Cavco had 
Stegmayer step down from his role, why didn't MHI do the same? 

• The now late ELS' founder Sam Zell, J.D., openly stated that they liked the oligopoly 
nature (which can be a form of antitrust violation) of the industry. 

• Andy Gedo, a multi-year MHI member, specifically referenced the "moat" as a 
barrier to entry, persistence, and exit advocated by Warren Buffett led Berkshire 
Hathaway, which owns Clayton Homes, 21st Mortgage Corporation, and Vanderbilt 
Mortgage and Finance (VMF). 

• Without naming MHI, two officials at Legacy Housing, an MHI member, said that the 
industry's biggest headwind was the placement issue. 

• Rolfe personally said that if you want a (local) monopoly, you will love the "mobile 
home park" business. 

• The former president of Dick Moore Housing, Bob Crawford, said MHI was at best a 
5 out of 10, an F or failing grade, in its advocacy on behalf of manufactured 

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/?s=NAMHCO
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/whos-who-at-manufactured-housing-state-associations-per-manufactured-housing-institute-mhi-others-with-mhi-official-history-per-al-hesselbart-claims-tips-views-plus-mhville-markets-u/


housing.  Crawford's firm was a member of a state association that was an MHI 
member. 

That's just a partial list. Mark Weiss, in remarking on the pattern, said the following. 

[caption id="attachment_134857" align="aligncenter" width="570"]

 Former 
MHI state affiliates broke away and in 2018 formed the National Association for 
Manufactured Housing Community Owners, NAMHCO. They cited MHI’s years of failures as 
part of their reason for doing so. [/caption][caption id="attachment_151723" 
align="aligncenter" width="481"]



 All such quotes 
should not be construed as a blanket endorsement of all that a person or organization has 
said or done. Rather, with quotes or other references, we apply the principle of separating 
the wheat from the chaff. There are good reasons to source insights and relevant 
comments across an array of topics and viewpoints. 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/pulling-back-the-veil-on-mhi-mhv-
connected-nathan-smith-kurt-keeney-and-flagship-communities-reit-fact-check-and-
analysis-of-flagships-ir-pitch-tsx-mhc-u-plus-mhville-markets-u/[/caption] 
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[caption id="attachment_156490" align="aligncenter" width="582"]

 You 
don't get more in your face than this statement by MHI member Frank Rolfe. The firm he and 



his partner operate have several ties to Berkshire Hathaway brands. [/caption][caption 
id="attachment_209535" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/challenging-frank-rolfe-dave-reynolds-
mobile-home-university-claims-about-need-for-higher-lot-rents-site-fees-how-to-build-
and-operate-a-mobile-home-park-gov-or-le/[/caption][caption id="attachment_202552" 
align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/frank-rolfe-denounces-special-interests-
dont-tell-me-we-cant-solve-affordable-housing-truth-is-we-dont-want-to-solve-
affordable-housing-c/ [/caption][caption id="attachment_151575" align="aligncenter" 
width="610"]
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/masthead/if-we-keep-doing-what-weve-
been-doing-we-will-keep-getting-what-we-got-mhidea-post-production-trade-
associations-status-mhi-mharr-namhco-other-examples-considered/ [/caption][caption 
id="attachment_154889" align="aligncenter" width="618"]
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/debate-current-former-manufactured-
housing-institute-members-battle-over-clayton-homes-mhi-other-key-member-activities-
and-industry-performance/ [/caption][caption id="attachment_173710" 
align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/masthead/project-saturn-code-name-
monarch-sec-v-cavco-stegmayer-et-al-federal-suit-revelations-about-cavco-skyline-
champion-other-manufactured-housing-brands-apparen/ [/caption][caption 
id="attachment_214526" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/consumer-alerts-gemini-on-are-warren-
buffett-style-moats-harming-affordable-housing-seekers-and-some-community-residents-
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clayton-21st-champion-sky-cavco-cvco-mhi-linked-community-owners[/caption][caption 
id="attachment_155766" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/warren-buffetts-moat-per-kevin-clayton-
ceo-clayton-homes-interview-transcript-video-affordable-housing-and-manufactured-
homes/ [/caption][caption id="attachment_162579" align="aligncenter" width="576"]

 Dr. 
Donna Feir specifically cited the reports by the Seattle Times that slam Clayton Homes and 
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their associated lenders, i.e. 21st Mortgage Corp and Vanderbilt Mortage and Finance. 
[/caption][caption id="attachment_168369" align="aligncenter" width="498"]

 Warren Buffett 
has said he has no apologies for what others have called predatory lending practices. 
Those practices, and the lack of robust lending in manufactured housing in general, all 
tends to constrain sales, which leads to consolidation at discounted valuations. See the 
related report linked here. Waters and her colleagues filed complaints with the DOJ and 
CFPB, per their letter.  https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/coming-epic-
affordable-housing-finance-clash-chair-maxine-waters-vs-warren-buffett-clayton-homes-
historic-challenges-ahead/[/caption] 

  

There are also mainstream media remarks and commentary that support this array of 
antitrust evidence hiding in plain sight. 

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/MaxineWatersSeniorHouseDemocratsCallFederalInvestigationWarrenBuffettBerkshireHathawayClaytonHomesVanderbiltMortgageFinance21stMortgageMHProNews.pdf
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[caption id="attachment_147690" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/hbos-john-oliver-on-last-week-tonight-
mobile-homes-video-manufactured-home-communities-fact-chec and 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/frank-rolfe-mobile-home-university-
protests-black-eye-news-and-investing-ultimate-video-collection/[/caption][caption 
id="attachment_138186" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/hbos-john-oliver-on-last-week-tonight-
mobile-homes-video-manufactured-home-communities-fact-check/ [/caption] 

https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/hbos-john-oliver-on-last-week-tonight-mobile-homes-video-manufactured-home-communities-fact-chec
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/hbos-john-oliver-on-last-week-tonight-mobile-homes-video-manufactured-home-communities-fact-chec
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/frank-rolfe-mobile-home-university-protests-black-eye-news-and-investing-ultimate-video-collection/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/frank-rolfe-mobile-home-university-protests-black-eye-news-and-investing-ultimate-video-collection/
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/hbos-john-oliver-on-last-week-tonight-mobile-homes-video-manufactured-home-communities-fact-check/
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/hbos-john-oliver-on-last-week-tonight-mobile-homes-video-manufactured-home-communities-fact-check/


The MHLivingNews fact check of the above revealed that every one of the firms shown by 
Oliver were MHI members. 

[caption id="attachment_167828" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/epic-kevin-clayton-moat-rant-analysis-
lesli-gooch-debate-defense-doug-ryan-charge-end-clayton-monopoly-over-
manufactured-housing-breaching-buffett-berkshire-clayton-monopolistic-moat-method/ 
[/caption] 

Samuel Strommen, now J.D., specifically said in his antitrust and consumer rights thesis 
for Knudson Law that MHI appeared to be facilitating this behavior and said that he saw 
clear antitrust violations that raised to the level of "felony" antitrust behavior and that MHi 
should be denied NOERR protection. 
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[caption id="attachment_165480" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/masthead/true-tale-of-four-attorneys-
research-into-manufactured-housing-what-they-reveal-about-why-manufactured-homes-
are-underperforming-during-an-affordable-housing-crisis-facts-and-
analysis/[/caption][caption id="attachment_173095" align="aligncenter" width="600"]
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Strommen Manufactured Housing Institute remark: MHI is a mouthpiece of the Big 3 - in 
apparent Restraint of Trade and Should Not Get NOERR protection. Strommen's case could 
be described as an oligopoly style of 
monopolization.  https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/masthead/true-tale-of-
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four-attorneys-research-into-manufactured-housing-what-they-reveal-about-why-
manufactured-homes-are-underperforming-during-an-affordable-housing-crisis-facts-
and-analysis/[/caption] 

14) In remarking on this pattern and evidence, attorney and MHARR CEO Weiss said the 
following. 

"The consolidation of key industry sectors is an ongoing and growing concern that MHI 
has not addressed because doing so would implicate their own members. Such 
consolidation has negative effects on consumers (and the industry) and is a subject 
that MHProNews and MHLivingNews are quite right to report on and cover thoroughly. 
This is important work that no one else in the industry has shown the stomach or 
integrity to address." 

Given that Cavco industries has said that the lack of affordable housing is costing the U.S. 
economy some $2 trillion dollars annually, the potential in both civil and criminal angles of 
this enormous. 

  

[caption id="attachment_187663" align="aligncenter" width="610"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/manufactured-housing-institute-mhi-
claims-contradicted-by-cavco-industries-ir-statements-shortage-of-affordable-housing-
costs-economy-2trillion-annually-plus-mhville-markets-upd/ There is no lack of evidence 
that there is an affordable housing crisis. But that being so, why is MHI making the odd 
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argument in their most recent (4.10.2023) Federated States 'Newsletter' 
 
that the industry ought to expect this current downturn because more expensive site built 
housing is also in a downturn? MHI's research and reasoning are arguably a classic 
example of PALTERING and the use of a RED HERRING logical fallacy. Note: depending on 
your browser or device, many images in this report and others on MHProNews can be 
clicked to expand. Click the image and follow the prompts. For example, in some 
browsers/devices you click the image and select 'open in a new window.' After clicking that 
selection you click the image in the open window to expand the image to a larger size. To 
return to this page, use your back key, escape or follow the prompts. [/caption] 

MHProNews notes that while MHI and its 'insider' brands may not respond directly in 
recent years, that doesn't mean that they don't react to what we publish. For example, 
Cavco dropped the $2 trillion dollar impact statement from that same IR pitch page 
following one of our exposes as is shown below. 

[caption id="attachment_204400" align="aligncenter" width="609"]

 
Note: depending on your browser or device, many images in this report can be clicked to 
expand. For example, in some browsers/devices you click the image and select 'open in a 
new window.' After clicking that selection, you click the image in the open window to 
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expand the image to a larger size. To return to this page, use your back key, escape or follow 
the prompts.[/caption] 

  

[caption id="attachment_190813" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/cavco-industries-2-trillion-dollar-financial-
broadside-implications-from-cavco-industries-cvco-doc-ceo-william-bill-boor-remarks-
plus-sunday-weekly-mhville-headlines-r/[/caption] 

MHI members often say one thing and do another, in a logical sense. Boor understands the 
federal preemption issue, but he - like other major MHI members - do little more than pay 
that occasional lip service. 
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[caption id="attachment_192183" align="aligncenter" width="602"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/double-digit-2023-manufactured-home-
production-slide-continues-per-national-manufactured-housing-association-more-new-
manufactured-home-living-facts/[/caption][caption id="attachment_214810" 
align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/statement-of-william-c-bill-boor-president-
and-chief-executive-officer-cavco-industries-cvco-chairman-of-manufactured-housing-
institute-on-behalf-of-mhi-what-mhi-and-boor-did-and-didnt-say/ [/caption] 
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