
 

 

Draft of article on MHProNews pending publication 7.9.2025 for AI fact check purposes 

Exclusive Statements or Actions 21st Century HUD Secretaries on Manufactured 
Housing; NPR-'Surprise Announcement by IRS in Court Document Filed Monday-
MHVille Opportunity in Disguise? MHVille FEA 

Almost 25 years has elapsed since the Manufactured Housing Improvement Act of 2000 
(a.k.a.: MHIA, MHIA 2000, 2000 Reform Act, 2000 Reform Law) was enacted. The various 
statements, eƯorts, and battles have been reported, documented, discussed, and 
analyzed. But until now, there have been no known single table produced that provides a 
snapshot of what action, statements, and remarks occurred and that links sources in 
support of those provided statements. That will be found in Section I of this report. In 
Section II is next part of the headline topic, which provides insights on a court Ʊling with a 
left-right media snapshot of a recent Internal Revenue Service (IRS) statement that could 
prove to be signiƱcant in the political arena and thus can be expected to have business and 
regulatory implications. Section III is Ʋashback to an item produced by Mark Weiss, J.D., 
President and CEO of the Manufactured Housing Association for Regulatory Reform 
(MHARR) dated March of 2025, the signiƱcance and relevance in this context will be 
unpacked Section IV, which will provide additional MHVille facts-evidence-analysis (FEA) 
and related insights. 

MHProNews notes that the word "section" is used instead of "part" in this article because 
in Section II there are subheadings from the Patch that include the labels Part I and Part II. 
So to avoid confusion, the term "section" is used for this article to make referencing any 
item easier and clearer. 

  

Section I 

Per a longer thread between MHProNews and Bing's AI powered Copilot generated and 
reƱned this exclusive table of information. Per Copilot on this date: 

based on a thorough web search, there is no known table or infographic online that 
compiles 21st-century HUD Secretaries alongside their speciƱc statements or actions on 
HUD Code manufactured housing in the structured, sourced format we've created. 

        21st Century HUD Secretaries: Statements or Actions on Manufactured Housing 
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Photo Name Tenure Party Key Statement or Action Source 

Martínez  

Mel 
Martínez 

2001–
2003 

R 

Rejected MHCC 
recommendation to enforce 
enhanced preemption; House 
Democrats pushed back. 

MHARR 

Jackson  

Alphonso 
Jackson 

2004–
2008 

R 

Oversaw HUD Code updates 
and aƯordability programs; no 
direct statement found. 

HUD Archive  

Donovan 

Shaun 
Donovan 

2009–
2014 

D 

“Manufactured housing plays a 
vital role in meeting the housing 
needs of the nation…” 

HUD 

Castro  

Julián 
Castro 

2014–
2017 

D 

“Manufactured homes provide 
a signiƱcant resource for 
aƯordable home ownership.” 

MHProNews 

Carson  Ben Carson 
2017–
2021 

R 

“Manufactured housing is one 
of our real priorities… HUD is a 
strong proponent of 
manufactured housing.” 

HUD Speech 

Fudge 

Marcia 
Fudge 

2021–
2024 

D 

“Until we start to address 
[zoning barriers]… we are going 
to continue to be perpetually in 
this kind of situation.” 

C-
SPAN/MHProNews 

Todman  

Adrianne 
Todman 
(Acting) 

2024 D 

“We continue the progress by… 
boosting the supply and 
aƯordability of manufactured 
homes.” 

Senate Banking 
PDF 

Turner  

Scott 
Turner 

2025–
present 

R 

“Manufactured homes are built 
by wisdom… simpler, more cost 
eƯective, and ultimately, more 
accessible.” 

MHI  

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/2a/Mel_martinez_2009.jpg
https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/House-Democrats-Financial-Services-Committee-Nov-2003-HUD-Secretary-Mel-Martinez-Manufactured-Housing-Improvement-Act-Enhanced-Preemption-Intent-Fax.pdf
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/45/Alphonso_Jackson.jpg
https://archives.hud.gov/testimony/2007/test030107.cfm
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/56/Shaun_Donovan.jpg
https://archives.hud.gov/news/2011/pr11-123.cfm
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f5/Julian_Castro_headshot.jpg
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/hud-secretary-castro-praises-manufacture-home-industry/
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/34/Ben_Carson_by_Skidmore_with_suit_%26_flag_%28cropped%29.jpg
https://archives.hud.gov/remarks/carson/speeches/2019-05-07.cfm
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/e7/Rep._Marcia_Fudge_117th_Congress.jpg
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/hud-secretary-marcia-fudge-manufactured-housing-institute-mharr-and-manufactured-housing-not-a-fighting-industry-true-or-false-plus-manufactured-housing-stoc/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/hud-secretary-marcia-fudge-manufactured-housing-institute-mharr-and-manufactured-housing-not-a-fighting-industry-true-or-false-plus-manufactured-housing-stoc/
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/29/Adrianne_Todman_official_photo.jpg
https://www.banking.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/todman_testimony_4-18-24.pdf
https://www.banking.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/todman_testimony_4-18-24.pdf
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/86/Scott_Turner_2019.jpg
https://www.manufacturedhousing.org/news/hud-secretary-delivers-keynote-address-at-mhi-congress-expo/


Would you like a horizontal version for print layout or shareable social format next? Or a 
quote carousel that isolates key messages? I can streamline the design to highlight your 
goals—policy, education, advocacy—all in one glance. 

--- 

Section II - The Following is Adapted from a post on the Patch by this writer for 
MHProNews 

Katelynn Richardson-'Conservative Churches Win Massive Concession in Court Case 
Against IRS' 

NPR: Internal Revenue Service 'says it will allow houses of worship to endorse 
candidates for political oƯice without losing tax-exemption' 

  

 

(Base images on bottom left credit: Pixabay. Text and collage credits to this writer for 
MHProNews and this Patch.) 

  



The headline and subheading today will be viewed from insights from the left and the right 
side of mainstream media. Let's start with the leftists in news. According to left-leaning 
NPR. 

"In a break with decades of tradition, the Internal Revenue Service says it will allow houses 
of worship to endorse candidates for political oƯice without losing their tax-exempt status. 

The surprise announcement came in a court document Ʊled on Monday.  

Since 1954, a provision in the tax code called the Johnson Amendment says that churches 
and other nonproƱt organizations could lose their tax-exempt status if they participate in, or 
intervene in "any political campaign on behalf of (or in opposition to) any candidate for 
public oƯice." 

The National Religious Broadcasters and several churches sued the IRS over the rule, 
arguing that it infringes on their First Amendment rights to the freedom of speech and the 
free exercise of religion." 

According to left-leaning CNN, which cited the left-leaning New York Times, was the 
following. 

"In a joint court Ʊling intended to end an ongoing case against the IRS, the tax collection 
agency and the National Religious Broadcasters Association — a Evangelical media 
consortium — and other plaintiƯs have asked a federal court in Texas to stop the 
government from enforcing the Johnson Amendment against the plaintiƯs. 

The Johnson Amendment is a 1954 amendment to the U.S. tax code that prohibits tax-
exempt organizations, including churches, from endorsing or opposing political candidates. 

The Christian media group and others Ʊled suit against the IRS last August, stating that the 
amendment violates their First Amendment rights to the freedom of speech and free 
exercise of religion, among other legal protections. On Monday, the IRS and plaintiƯs wrote 
that the Johnson Amendment should be interpreted “so that it does not reach 
communications from a house of worship to its congregation in connection with religious 
services through its usual channels of communication on matters of faith.” 

The New York Times was Ʊrst to report the news of the court Ʊling." 

What follows in Part I was provided with permission from the Daily Signal to this writer 
for MHProNews and the "Reality Check" series for this Patch. The Daily Signal in turn cited 
the right-leaning Daily Caller. 

Part I 
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News 

Conservative Churches Win Massive Concession in Court Case Against IRS 

Katelynn Richardson | July 08, 2025 

DAILY CALLER NEWS FOUNDATION—Churches can speak about candidates from the 
pulpit without risking their nonproƱt status, the IRS said in a court Ʊling on Monday. 

The IRS reached the agreement to resolve a lawsuit brought by two Christian nonproƱts, 
the National Religious Broadcasters and Intercessors for America, and two Texas churches. 

Communicating with congregants about candidates is more like a “family discussion 
concerning candidates” than participating in a campaign or seeking to change the outcome 
of an election, the IRS said in a joint Ʊling with the organizations. 

Though the initial lawsuit challenged the constitutionality of the entire 
Johnson Amendment, which prevents churches and charities from participating in political 
campaign activity, the proposed consent decree would interpret the provision “so that it 
does not reach communications from a house of worship to its congregation in connection 
with religious services through its usual channels of communication on matters of faith.” 

This interpretation is in line with the IRS’ general enforcement practice, the Ʊling notes. 

“For many houses of worship, the exercise of their religious beliefs includes teaching or 
instructing their congregations regarding all aspects of life, including guidance concerning 
the impact of faith on the choices inherent in electoral politics,” the Ʊling states. 

“Interpreting the Johnson Amendment to reach such communications would create 
serious tension with the First Amendment’s Establishment Clause: That broad 
interpretation would treat religions that do not speak directly to matters of electoral politics 
more favorably than religions that do so—favoring some religions over others based on 
their speech to their own congregations in connection with religious services through 
customary channels of worship and religious communication,” it continues. 

Originally published by the Daily Caller News Foundation 

--- 

Part II 

This could potentially be a big deal. A quick romp down memory lane will explain why. 

I love how Biden gives a campaign speech during a worship service in a black church on 
Sunday and no one is calling for the church to have their tax-exempt status revoked and no 
one is calling for “state-church” separation. Why is that? pic.twitter.com/qHRpRfsJRT 

https://www.dailysignal.com/author/katelynn-richardson/
https://storage.courtlistener.com/recap/gov.uscourts.txed.232590/gov.uscourts.txed.232590.35.0.pdf
https://www.dailysignal.com/2023/05/26/convention-hope-what-i-saw-national-religious-broadcasters-2023/
https://storage.courtlistener.com/recap/gov.uscourts.txed.232590/gov.uscourts.txed.232590.1.0.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/charities-churches-and-politics
https://www.dailysignal.com/tag/religious-freedom/
https://dailycaller.com/2025/07/08/conservative-churches-win-massive-victory-in-court-case-against-irs/
https://t.co/qHRpRfsJRT


— Anthony Bradley (@drantbradley) July" class="redactor-linkify-
object">https://twitter.com/drantbradl... 8, 2024 

BREAKING: Joe Biden moments ago at his Ʊnal speech as president at the Royal Missionary 
Baptist Church service: 

"We must hold onto hope. We must stay engaged. We must always keep the faith in the 
better days to come. 

I’M NOT GOING ANYWHERE!" pic.twitter.com/GAn71JHKMB 

— Brian Krassenstein (@krassenstein) January" class="redactor-linkify-
object">https://twitter.com/krassenste... 19, 2025 

The Black church's Ʊnesse & pulpit pimpery that went on today was DEPLORABLE. This 
woman stood in front of the Black church to speak of the "Good Samaritan" to guilt & 
shame black folks into accepting her horrible policies of immigration. If these Democrats 
will play in the… pic.twitter.com/my8YaA1lpB 

— KimConic7136/Black All Day EverydayĦĤ (@KimconicB1) October" class="redactor-
linkify-object">https://twitter.com/KimconicB1... 21, 2024 

Pastor warns his church and the black women in his church about the Democrat Party’s 
agenda going against the Will of God                 

More church leaders are speaking out against the evil democrat values!!! 

Christians will be showing up big time for Trump in November 
          pic.twitter.com/91Op635uqr 

— TONY™ (@TONYxTWO) September" class="redactor-linkify-
object">https://twitter.com/TONYxTWO/s... 22, 2024 

To be fair and accurate, there certainly have been times that a Republican has 
'campaigned' in a church too. 

Republicans have campaigned at churches just like the democrats have. This was at 
Worship with Wonders church in Powder Springs on October 28, 2024. This was a political 
event for trump, and people joined Paul’s White to support Trump. There’s Calvin Robinson, 
Jack Graham, and… pic.twitter.com/ERKXfh4u97 

— Terri Green (@TerriGreenUSA) July" class="redactor-linkify-
object">https://twitter.com/TerriGreen... 8, 2025 

But if this IRS legal case Ʊling holds, this poll that follows suggests why this could be a big 
deal in U.S. politics. 
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      New poll: 75% of Christians say they have little or no trust in the Democratic Party. 

58% believe it’s hostile to Christianity. 

“You can’t be the majority party if you ignore the majority faith,” said progressive pastor 
Doug Pagitt. pic.twitter.com/mzPZWcZ1Ni 
— CatholicVote (@CatholicVote) June" class="redactor-linkify-
object">https://twitter.com/CatholicVo... 17, 2025 

As a related point, it would NOT be surprising if some religious bodies still avoid a direct 
endorsement of a candidate. Catholics, for example, would likely be in that category, 

https://t.co/mzPZWcZ1Ni
https://patch.com/florida/lakeland/%3Ca%20href=
https://patch.com/florida/lakeland/%3Ca%20href=


perhaps focusing more on suggestions on moral principles that should guide believers 
rather than speciƱcally saying vote for (or against) this or that person. Other religious 
bodies will likely be in that category too. 

That said, for centuries, U.S. churches were a source of energy for various political 
movements. The abolitionist movement, women’s suƯrage, and civil rights movements 
found much of their energy in U.S. churches. 

Don't be surprised if a series of developments will follow this news. Yours truly will keep an 
eye on it for you. ... 

MHProNews notes that the balance of references, related, and other topics from that post 
can be found at this link here. 

  

Section III - from MHARR website at this link here  

  

MHProNews notes that this will help further frame and clarify what follows in Section IV 

MHARR – ISSUES AND PERSPECTIVES 

By Mark Weiss  

MARCH 2025 

“THE GOOD, THE BAD AND THE UGLY” 
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As 2025 begins, the production outlook for the HUD Code manufactured housing industry 
remains essentially static. While the nation continues to experience 
an unprecedented shortfall in the availability of aƯordable housing and homeownership, 
with a deƱcit widely acknowledged to surpass 7 million homes, industry production in 2024 
barely exceeded the 100,000 home benchmark, at an annual total of 103,314 new 
manufactured homes. This follows a year (2023) during which total industry production, at 
89,169 homes, fell far below the 100,000-home annual threshold, and itself falls far below 
the nearly 30-year (1995-2024) industry average annual production level of 145,563 
homes/year. The question for the industry, consequently, is why – in an environment where 
the need for aƯordable housing and homeownership exceeds demand by millions of units – 
is the nation’s premier source of inherently aƯordable housing and homeownership mired 
at production levels that were routinely (and signiƱcantly) exceeded earlier in its history? 

The answer to this question is astoundingly simple. While some may point to an aggregate 
of reasons for the industry’s chronic under-performance since the turn of the (21st) century, 
arguing that it is attributable to an array of factors, that would miss the point. The point is 
that not all such factors have an equal — or even signiƱcant – long-term macro-economic 
impact on the industry. Thus, while an inventory of these factors might be interesting, it 
would do little to advance the availability of aƯordable mainstream manufactured 
homes at levels more in line with existing demand. Instead, it is necessary to “drill down” 
into those factors. Doing so, it is evident that the most impactful factors underlying the 
industry’s chronic under-performance are, in reality, quite simple, being organically 

https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/the-good-the-bad-and-the-ugly-mharr-issues-and-perspectives-by-mark-weiss-j-d/


connected to the fundamental economic determinants of supply and demand. Indeed, 
these factors are so elemental that they were long-ago identiƱed by Congress and, even 
more importantly, targeted by Congress for remediation through speciƱc legislation. 

So what are those most impactful factors? As MHARR has already examined and 
documented, the most signiƱcant policy bottlenecks thwarting the growth and expansion 
of the mainstream manufactured housing industry on a national basis – in addition to the 
pending draconian U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) manufactured housing “energy” 
standards – are: (1) discriminatory and exclusionary zoning which prevents manufactured 
homes from being placed in large areas of the country; and (2) the lack of federal 
securitization and secondary market support for manufactured home personal property 
loans comprising more than 70% of the current manufactured housing Ʊnance market. 

The combination of these two factors (bottlenecks) has uniquely 
undermined both essential components of the mainstream manufactured housing 
economy (i.e., supply and demand). Put diƯerently, while discriminatory and exclusionary 
zoning has destroyed or limited demand for manufactured homes in large areas (by making 
the siting of manufactured homes either impossible or extremely diƯicult), the 
unavailability of federally-supported consumer Ʊnancing within the industry’s dominant 
personal property lending sector has limited the supply of competitive-rate consumer 
Ʊnancing for the industry’s most aƯordable homes. And, since consumers (for the most 
part) cannot purchase a home they cannot Ʊnance at an aƯordable rate, the lack of supply 
of competitive-rate consumer Ʊnancing for manufactured homes eƯectively suppresses 
the supply of manufactured homes per se. 

So, that is the “bad.” The industry is producing the highest value, highest quality homes in 
its entire history, yet because of these two primary market-limiting factors within the 
industry’s post-production sector (i.e., exclusionary zoning and lack of federal support for 
market-competitive loans within the personal property sector) the industry remains mired 
in a decades-long production slump with no end in sight. 

Now, the “good.” There is good news – potentially — regarding these elemental, long-term 
industry bottlenecks. That good news is the arrival of the second Trump Administration and 
a renewed possibility of achieving fundamental change within the federal government 
regarding enforcement of the two laws that directly relate to and impact the two principal 
industry bottlenecks. 

As MHARR has previously documented, the full implementation and enforcement of 
two existing laws by the federal government would address and, in all likelihood, 
substantially resolve both of the primary industry bottlenecks. 



First, with respect to exclusionary/discriminatory zoning, the enhanced federal preemption 
of the Manufactured Housing Improvement Act of 2000 (2000 Reform Law) was speciƱcally 
designed by Congress to extend the reach of federal preemption beyond inconsistent state 
and/or local construction and safety standards, and to speciƱcally include and address 
other state or local “requirements” (such as exclusionary zoning) that impair federal 
superintendence of the manufactured housing industry, including increasing the 
availability of aƯordable manufactured homes for “all Americans.” And how do we know 
this? Because members of Congress who were essential to the development and passage 
of the 2000 Reform Law said so in a 2003 letter to then-HUD Secretary Mel Martinez. 

Second, with respect to securitization and secondary market support for manufactured 
home personal property loans, the applicability of the statutory Duty to Serve Underserved 
Markets (DTS) provision of the Housing and Economic Recovery Act of 2008 (HERA) to the 
personal property sector of the HUD Code market also does not require any guesswork. 
Rather, the DTS provision expressly states that its mandate applies both to manufactured 
home loans secured by real estate and to homes Ʊnanced solely as personal property. 
Again, the provisions that the industry must have enforced are not implied, contextual, or 
arguable. Rather, they were fully briefed for Congress when the 2000 Reform Law and DTS 
were under consideration, and were fully included in each law, verbatim, in black and 
white. The problem, therefore, has not been the existence of remedial law, but instead 
the implementation or, rather, non-implementation of that remedial law by HUD on the one 
hand and by the Federal Housing Finance Agency (FHFA) – the federal regulator for Fannie 
Mae and Freddie Mac – on the other. 

Since both of these bottleneck issues, as noted above, fall squarely within the industry’s 
post-production sector, they are – and have always been – the primary responsibility of the 
industry’s national post-production representation, the Manufactured Housing Institute 
(MHI). While MHARR has acted within both of these policy areas, MHARR does not draw 
dues from post-production sector businesses and – unlike MHI (which collects dues from 
retailers, communities, Ʊnance companies, insurers, installers, transporters and others) — 
does not claim to act as a national-level representative of those businesses. MHI, 
meanwhile, does collect dues from the post-production sector and does claim to represent 
that sector. MHI, however, has not taken decisive or eƯective action to remedy either of 
these industry bottlenecks. 

The Ʊrst Administration of President Trump presented the industry with a profound 
opportunity to address both such issues. President Trump entered oƯice in 2017 with an 
agenda that included both regulatory reform and the promotion of aƯordable 
homeownership. MHARR, for its part, took immediate and aggressive steps to spur HUD 



action on discriminatory and exclusionary zoning and to seek full implementation of DTS 
within the HUD Code chattel sector by FHFA. MHI, meanwhile, seemed to focus its eƯorts 
on hosting HUD Secretary Ben Carson at  MHI conferences and events, while placing 
homes within HUD’s “Innovative Housing Showcase” in Washington, D.C. Such “public 
relations” eƯorts, however, failed to move the needle either with HUD on zoning 
preemption or with FHFA, Fannie Mae, or Freddie Mac on chattel sector DTS. 

Without anything resembling an aggressive full court press on these fundamental industry 
bottlenecks by the industry’s self-proclaimed national post-production sector 
representative, President Trump’s Ʊrst term passed without any signiƱcant progress on 
either issue. Fortunately for the industry, however, with the second term of President 
Trump, it will now get perhaps the rarest of rare opportunities, a second chance to 
aggressively seek and demand eƯective action to remedy the bottlenecks that continue to 
suppress the more widespread utilization of aƯordable mainstream HUD Code 
manufactured homes. But that eƯort will once again require aggressive action by 
the entire  industry – which leads us to the “ugly.” 

The “ugly” is whether MHI is even institutionally capable of mounting a truly aggressive 
push to rectify the industry’s primary “bottleneck” issues. History (i.e., President Trump’s 
Ʊrst term) would say that it is not. Even worse, this failure is consistent with a prediction 
made years ago by the industry pioneers who founded MHARR. SpeciƱcally, when MHARR 
led the successful late 1990’s eƯort to comprehensively reform the original National 
Manufactured Housing Construction and Safety Standards Act of 1974, MHARR’s founders 
predicted that if the industry did not create an independent Washington, D.C.-based 
national representative for the post-production sector, there would be trouble down the 
road for the industry as a whole. Unfortunately, the post-production sector failed to heed 
this warning, and that failure is now coming back to haunt the industry. 

If there were an independent national post-production industry representative, would that 
representative stand idly by while manufactured homes were excluded from large portions 
of the country? Or would it force action on such a crucial issue? Would it glad-hand FHFA, 
Fanie Mae and Freddie Mac – for nearly 20 years – while more than 70% of the industry’s 
consumers (served by personal property loans) were excluded from any beneƱt 
whatsoever under DTS? Would it be a cheerleader for beneƱts for community landlords 
and purchasers from the Government Sponsored Enterprises (GSEs) while individual 
consumers and homeowners are shortchanged and left out in the cold, creating a public 
outcry that is damaging to the industry as a whole? And this is not to mention a myriad of 
other post-production sector issues facing the industry and consumers in Washington, 
D.C. 



The most likely answer is “no.” Instead, an independent national post-production 
representative would discern the fundamental harm Ʋowing from both the exclusionary 
zoning and DTS issues, and would have acted Ʊrmly and aggressively already to seek and 
obtain a re-solution to both, instead of letting the entire industry languish in an economic 
environment otherwise primed for substantial growth. 

In the Ʊnal analysis, the industry faces fundamental challenges to its growth, expansion 
and evolution. Those challenges are existential, and must be addressed and successfully 
resolved. The fact that they continue to linger, after decades, is proof in itself that the 
present representational structure of the industry – with a broad “umbrella” organization 
collecting dues from all segments of the industry — is not up to the challenge that they 
present and, therefore, must be reconsidered and changed. The ultimate question is 
whether the broader industry will confront this most vexing problem. 

  

Mark Weiss 

  

MHARR is a Washington, D.C.-based national trade association representing the views and 
interests of independent producers of federally-regulated manufactured housing. 

“MHARR-Issues and Perspectives” is available for re-publication in full (i.e., without 
alteration or substantive modiƱcation) without further permission and with proper 
attribution and/or link back to MHARR. 

--- 

Section IV - Additional Information with More MHVille Facts-Evidence-Analysis (FEA) 
and MHProNews Commentary  

  

1) There is a case to be made that if the manufactured housing industry is to achieve its 
true potential or even regain its past 'glory days' of 1998 or the early 1970s, the status quo 
clearly must be given a shakeup. Once the applicable laws, the various competing 
interests, and posturing vs. action are understood, facts in the form of key performance 
indicators such as annual new home production, the lack of developing new communities 
which some prominent MHI members that are manufactured home community (MHC) 
operators celebrate and encourage, the stated desire among multiple MHI members for 
consolidation, and other evidence begin to speak loudly. 

  

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/DefinitionOfMHVilleWhatDoesMHVilleMeanInContextOfManufacturedHomesMobileHomesManufacturedHousingIndustryRelatedTopics-CopilotQ-A-GeminiOnMHProNews.jpg
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/NewsAnalysisOpinionDefinitionMHProNews.png
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/SunCommunitiesCompellingSupplyDemandDynamicsVirtuallyNoNewSupplyAddedForYears51KapplicationsForSunMHCsin2023-2024-06-20_07-33-44MHProNewsFactCheckPatch.png
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/frank-rolfe-says-why-you-should-never-build-a-mobile-home-park-seriously-fact-check-and-analysis/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/M-A-ConsolidateManufacturedHousingUnderperformance21stCenturyQuotesScreenShotInvestorRelationsIRpitchAntitrustOligopolyStyleMonopolizationMonopolyManufacturedHomeProNewsMHProNews.png


[caption id="attachment_216992" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
MHProNews Note: depending on your browser or device, many images in this report and 
others on MHProNews can be clicked to expand. Click the image and follow the prompts. 
For example, in some browsers/devices you click the image and select 'open in a new 
window.' After clicking that selection you click the image in the open window to expand the 
image to a larger size. To return to this page, use your back key, escape or follow the 
prompts. [/caption][caption id="attachment_216897" align="aligncenter" width="600"]



 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/caution-Ʋag-mharr-says-manufactured-
housing-production-falls-slightly-in-may-2025-but-over-half-of-top-10-shipment-states-
lag-2024-mhis-statement-sunday-weekly-mhville-h/ [/caption][caption 
id="attachment_209244" align="aligncenter" width="622"]

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/caution-flag-mharr-says-manufactured-housing-production-falls-slightly-in-may-2025-but-over-half-of-top-10-shipment-states-lag-2024-mhis-statement-sunday-weekly-mhville-h/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/caution-flag-mharr-says-manufactured-housing-production-falls-slightly-in-may-2025-but-over-half-of-top-10-shipment-states-lag-2024-mhis-statement-sunday-weekly-mhville-h/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/caution-flag-mharr-says-manufactured-housing-production-falls-slightly-in-may-2025-but-over-half-of-top-10-shipment-states-lag-2024-mhis-statement-sunday-weekly-mhville-h/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/caution-flag-mharr-says-manufactured-housing-production-falls-slightly-in-may-2025-but-over-half-of-top-10-shipment-states-lag-2024-mhis-statement-sunday-weekly-mhville-h/


 



MHProNews Note: depending on your browser or device, many images in this report can be 
clicked to expand. For example, in some browsers/devices you click the image and select 
'open in a new window.' After clicking that selection, you click the image in the open window 
to expand the image to a larger size. To return to this page, use your back key, escape or 
follow the prompts. [/caption][caption id="attachment_212150" align="aligncenter" 
width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/minneapolis-fed-economic-writer-jeƯ-
horwich-learning-from-Ʊrst-and-only-manufactured-housing-boom-spotlights-elena-
falcettonimark-wrightjames-schmitz-jr-research-wheres/ [/caption] 

  

2) MHI has claimed for years that the represent "all segments" of the manufactured home 
industry, and as MHARR's Mark Weiss pointed out, they collect dues from the post-
production sector of the industry that MHARR does not collect. 

In the past year, MHI has publicly bragged about their "partnership" with HUD via their 
website and some of their emails include the graphics shown below. The annotation is 
added by MHProNews.  
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3) MHI brags that they have hired Teresa Payne, J.D., formerly the administrator for HUD's 
OƯice of Manufactured Housing Programs (OMHP). This is the proverbial picture of what 
"regulatory capture" and the "revolving door" can look like. 

  

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/RegulatoryCaptureInvestopedia11.20.2024.png
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/masthead/manufactured-housing-
institute-email-ceo-lesli-gooch-via-linkedin-teresa-payne-joined-mhi-tip-paynes-policies-
favored-largest-manufacturers-for-years-now-she-joined-mhi-co/ [/caption] 

  

What has MHI done in the 21st century with that regulatory capture? 

Clearly, they have NOT pressed in a robust fashion for the enforcement of the 
Manufactured Housing Improvement Act (a.k.a.: MHIA, MHIA 2000, 2000 Reform Act, 2000 
Reform Law).  MHARR oƯered to team up with an MHI linked state association during the 
Ʊrst term of the Trump Administration to sue to get the 2000 Reform Law fully enforced - 
particularly the "enhanced preemption" provision - and to take a case (if necessary) to the 
Supreme Court of the United States (SCOTUS). Neither MHI, nor any state association 
linked to MHI, accepted that oƯer by MHARR. 
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[caption id="attachment_152098" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/the-incredible-shrinking-
zoning-problem-september-2019-mharr-issues-and-perspectives/ [/caption] 

  

By contrast, several legal actions were launched by certain nonproƱts on behalf of tiny 
houses, which have NO federal preemption as manufactured housing enjoys. 
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/congressional-research-service-on-
federal-preemption-legal-key-can-unlock-far-more-mh-sales-expert-views-insights-into-
manufactured-housing-improvement-act-enhanced-preemption-importance-fea/ 
[/caption][caption id="attachment_183381" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/institute-for-justice-ij-prepares-litigation-
and-sues-jurisdictions-to-protect-rights-to-tiny-homes-aƯordable-housing-will-
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manufactured-housing-institute-follow-suit-for-manufactured-homes/ [/caption][caption 
id="attachment_174904" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/national-spotlight-tiny-house-calhoun-suit-
nonproƱt-attorneys-institute-of-justice-sue-wheres-manufactured-housing-institute-plant-
a-home-manufactured-housing-improvement-act-en/ [/caption][caption 
id="attachment_212748" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/paciƱc-legal-foundation-spotlights-scotus-
legal-victory-for-manufactured-homeowner-george-sheetz-american-dream-is-built-on-
property-rights-why-have-we-forgotten-that-and-mhi-mhville-fea/ [/caption] 

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/institute-for-justice-ij-prepares-litigation-and-sues-jurisdictions-to-protect-rights-to-tiny-homes-affordable-housing-will-manufactured-housing-institute-follow-suit-for-manufactured-homes/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/national-spotlight-tiny-house-calhoun-suit-nonprofit-attorneys-institute-of-justice-sue-wheres-manufactured-housing-institute-plant-a-home-manufactured-housing-improvement-act-en/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/national-spotlight-tiny-house-calhoun-suit-nonprofit-attorneys-institute-of-justice-sue-wheres-manufactured-housing-institute-plant-a-home-manufactured-housing-improvement-act-en/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/national-spotlight-tiny-house-calhoun-suit-nonprofit-attorneys-institute-of-justice-sue-wheres-manufactured-housing-institute-plant-a-home-manufactured-housing-improvement-act-en/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/pacific-legal-foundation-spotlights-scotus-legal-victory-for-manufactured-homeowner-george-sheetz-american-dream-is-built-on-property-rights-why-have-we-forgotten-that-and-mhi-mhville-fea/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/pacific-legal-foundation-spotlights-scotus-legal-victory-for-manufactured-homeowner-george-sheetz-american-dream-is-built-on-property-rights-why-have-we-forgotten-that-and-mhi-mhville-fea/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/pacific-legal-foundation-spotlights-scotus-legal-victory-for-manufactured-homeowner-george-sheetz-american-dream-is-built-on-property-rights-why-have-we-forgotten-that-and-mhi-mhville-fea/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/national-spotlight-tiny-house-calhoun-suit-nonprofit-attorneys-institute-of-justice-sue-wheres-manufactured-housing-institute-plant-a-home-manufactured-housing-improvement-act-en/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/pacific-legal-foundation-spotlights-scotus-legal-victory-for-manufactured-homeowner-george-sheetz-american-dream-is-built-on-property-rights-why-have-we-forgotten-that-and-mhi-mhville-fea/


  

If someone probing the manufactured housing industry and its 21st century 
underperformance only considers what MHI has said, much of what they have said seems 
okay. From a prior MHI IRS Form 990 Ʊling. 

  

[caption id="attachment_212763" align="aligncenter" width="604"]

 
“Improve the overall operating environment for the manufactured housing industry and 
expand the demand for manufactured homes by seeking fair and equitable treatment in the 
marketplace and the regulatory and legislative arenas.” This may be one of the more 
important documents to federal investigators or others who are probing manufactured 
housing's historic underperformance in the 21st century. For context and details see: 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/over-1-million-manufactured-housing-
institute-doc-drop-top-mhi-staƯ-pay-revealed-additionally-unpacking-evidence-of-
perjury-fraud-other-possible-federal-crimes-plus-mhville-stocks-update/ Note too that 
should this be determined to be part of purported collusion or conspiracy to manipulate the 
market, and per federal law, the statutes of limitations do not begin to run in such matters 
until the Ʊnal act is performed. [/caption] 

  

But if MHI sincerely meant the above, then they are going about it quite oddly. Per MHI, this 
is their mission. 

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/over-1-million-manufactured-housing-institute-doc-drop-top-mhi-staff-pay-revealed-additionally-unpacking-evidence-of-perjury-fraud-other-possible-federal-crimes-plus-mhville-stocks-update
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/over-1-million-manufactured-housing-institute-doc-drop-top-mhi-staff-pay-revealed-additionally-unpacking-evidence-of-perjury-fraud-other-possible-federal-crimes-plus-mhville-stocks-update


“Improve the overall operating environment for the manufactured housing industry 
and expand the demand for manufactured homes by seeking fair and equitable 
treatment in the marketplace and the regulatory and legislative arenas.” 

It should be recalled that before leaving to be the founding president and CEO of the 
Association for Regulatory Reform (ARR) which later rebranded as the Manufactured 
Housing Association for Regulatory Reform (MHARR), Danny Ghorbani was a vice president 
of the organization previously known as the Mobile Home Manufacturers Association 
(MHMA) that later rebranded as the Manufactured Housing Institute (MHI). 

[caption id="attachment_158797" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/ghorbani-nails-zoning-answers-to-how-
and-who/ [/caption] 

  

4) Previous MHI member and MHI 'lifetime achievement' award winner, Marty Lavin, J.D., 
who had years of experience in successful Ʊnancing and community operations, made the 
following observations about the association he served for so long. Note that Lavin sold a 
land-lease community he owned to his residents. 
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[caption id="attachment_80111" align="aligncenter" width="573"]

 Lavin 
receiving that Totaro Award. That is his personal yacht. [/caption] 

  

[caption id="attachment_144587" align="aligncenter" width="451"]

 There are ethical and 



unethical ways of earning money. Some in MHI arguably are earning money unethically, and 
perhaps illegally, if Samuel Strommen and other MHI critics are correct. [/caption] 

Lavin later added the following. 

 

  

Is it any wonder that MHI award winner Lavin became an MHI 'unperson,' removed from 
their website in an Orwellian "memory hole" fashion? 

  

[caption id="attachment_185520" align="aligncenter" width="615"]

 
Note: depending on your browser or device, many images in this report can be clicked to 
expand. or example, in some browsers/devices you click the image and select 'open in a 
new window.' After clicking that selection, you click the image in the open window to 
expand the image to a larger size. To return to this page, use your back key, escape or follow 
the prompts. https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/in-the-business-world-the-
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rear-view-mirror-is-always-clearer-than-the-windshield-warren-buƯett-mhville-
leader-showcases-eƯorts-to-renew-american-dream-plus-sunday-weekly/[/caption] 

  

Having observed that MHProNews began its critiques of MHI while our parent company 
was still an MHI member, Google's AI powered Gemini drew a sharp contrast between 
MHI's behavior in the 21st century vs. that of MHARR. 

  

[caption id="attachment_214822" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/manufactured-housing-association-for-
regulatory-reform-mharr-reveal-hud-foia-re-teresa-payne-new-manufactured-housing-
institute-vice-president-of-policy-regulatory-capture-why-it-matters-fea/[/caption] 

  

The input in the chat/Q&A that followed was between MHProNews and Google's Gemini. 
Gemini cited xAI's Grok's  "...this ain't a theory, it's a heist" and "Copilot's assessment of 
MHI engaging in "optics while consolidation continues" resonate strongly with the 
pattern of evidence we've discussed. These more forceful characterizations reƲect 
the apparent disconnect between MHI"s stated goals and the actual outcomes in the 
manufactured housing industry." 
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5) MHProNews has demonstrably been working with third-party AI tools to help fact check 
the evidence and analysis that we've provided industry readers for years. These are tools 
that MHI does not own and can only inƲuence via inputs, evidence, inquiries, or 
'chats/discussion.'  Copilot oƯered to create a visualization or infographic on some of those 
items, which is provided below. The annotation is by MHProNews, but the item was 
generated by Copilot following a recent discussion, one of hundreds over the past 2 plus 
years. 

  

[caption id="attachment_216036" align="aligncenter" width="601"]

 
MHProNews Note: depending on your browser or device, many images in this report and 



others on MHProNews can be clicked to expand. Click the image and follow the prompts. 
For example, in some browsers/devices you click the image and select 'open in a new 
window.' After clicking that selection you click the image in the open window to expand the 
image to a larger size. To return to this page, use your back key, escape or follow the 
prompts. [/caption] 

  

6) Earlier this week, MHProNews published another exclusive. It was fresh remarks from 
Fred Neil, Dover Council President, multi-decade manufactured homeowner who lives in a 
land-lease.  Neil has been advocating on behalf of land-lease community residents for 
years. Neil said that fear is a factor that keeps many manufactured home community 
residents from standing up and speaking out more forcefully or publicly against so-called 
"predatory" practices. 

  

[caption id="attachment_216974" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/council-president-fred-neil-land-lease-is-
dead-as-aƯordable-housing-gamble-guarantees-only-the-landlord-wins-manufactured-
homeowner-resident-vol-on-rhp-prop-mhc-consolidators-mhvi/[/caption] 

  

Neil's statements, along with those published by some others in mainstream media, are 
reasons to think that the Hobbs Act, RICO, and antitrust action is necessary or useful in 
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breaking up the apparent predatory behavior of certain Ʊrms that are often linked to MHI 
and/or an MHI state association. 
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7) If MHI is trying to "protect-educate-promote" (PEP) the manufactured housing industry, 
they are routinely doing a poor job of it in the 21st century, as the next reports unpack. 
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8) What the report linked here and in Section IV #6 above makes clear is this. For decades, 
resident groups have been chasing elusive solutions. Per the Copilot postscript to that 
report was the following. 

The section discussing the corporate death penalty—also known as judicial dissolution—
is not only accurate but potentially pivotal in future advocacy. Here's why: 

          What It Is 

• A legal process where a corporation is forcibly dissolved due to fraud, abuse, or 
harm to public welfare. 

• Can be initiated by state attorneys general or courts under existing laws in states 
like California and others. 

          Why It’s Useful 

• Deterrent eƯect: Signals that corporations engaging in systemic abuse (e.g., 
predatory rent hikes, deceptive practices) may face existential consequences. 

• Accountability tool: Goes beyond Ʊnes, which large Ʊrms often absorb as a cost of 
doing business. 

• Empowers residents and advocates: Provides a legal framework to challenge 
repeat oƯenders when other remedies fail. 

            Supporting Evidence 

• Scholars and legal experts have called for broader use of this remedy in cases of 
corporate misconduct. 

• Examples cited include Wells Fargo, Equifax, and others where systemic harm 
justiƱed dissolution. 

• The concept aligns with taxpayer rights, antitrust enforcement, and RICO 
statutes—all referenced in your article and prior reports. 

  

             Strategic Takeaway 

Including the corporate death penalty in your legal toolkit section is not just symbolic—it’s 
a fact-based, historically grounded option that underscores the seriousness of the 
abuses being documented. It complements other remedies like: 

• Antitrust enforcement 

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/council-president-fred-neil-land-lease-is-dead-as-affordable-housing-gamble-guarantees-only-the-landlord-wins-manufactured-homeowner-resident-vol-on-rhp-prop-mhc-consolidators-mhvi/


• Hobbs Act (extortion) 

• RICO (racketeering) 

• SEC and IRS scrutiny 

Together, these form a multi-pronged legal strategy for protecting residents, small 
businesses, and taxpayers from systemic exploitation. 

9) Additionally, it has to be understood that HUD has been studying and 'trying' to remove 
regulatory barriers for 50 years. Says who? HUD's own researchers.  
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https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/revisiting-pamela-blumenthal-and-
regina-gray-hud-edge-report-opportunities-to-increase-housing-production-and-
preservation-plus-star-parker-hud-sec-turner-with-facts-and-mhville-analysis/[/caption] 

10) In the light of the various facts and nuances presented herein, is it any wonder that thus 
far none of the 21st century HUD's secretaries have taken substantive steps to enforce the 
"enhanced preemption" provision of the 2000 Reform Law? See that table in Section 
1.  This is why allies are necessary for MHARR and authentic (vs. ersatz) resident groups. 
Some of those allies may be found in faith-based organizations that are now apparently 
getting more wiggle room to engage in "political" engagement. Thus, the importance of 
Section 2, above.  

11) With the above in mind, Copilot did and this writer did a deep dive into "decoding" the 
forms of slippery language and behavior. See that linked below.  
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The revised version of that is found in the terminology "decoder" posted below. 
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12) With that background, another recent "oƯer" by Copilot following a diƯerent Q&A was 
the following.  

  

[caption id="attachment_216345" align="aligncenter" width="615"]

 
MHProNews Note: depending on your browser or device, many images in this report and 
others on MHProNews can be clicked to expand. Click the image and follow the prompts. 
For example, in some browsers/devices you click the image and select 'open in a new 
window.' After clicking that selection you click the image in the open window to expand the 
image to a larger size. To return to this page, use your back key, escape or follow the 
prompts. [/caption] 
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13) To better understand some of the interrelationships are the following, generated by 
Copilot and reƱned by MHProNews. 
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 Note: depending on 



your browser or device, many images in this report and others on MHProNews can be 
clicked to expand. Click the image and follow the prompts. For example, in some 
browsers/devices you click the image and select 'open in a new window.' After clicking that 
selection you click the image in the open window to expand the image to a larger size. To 
return to this page, use your back key, escape or follow the prompts. [/caption] 

  

Another useful infographic by Copilot is the following. 
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MHProNews Note: depending on your browser or device, many images in this report and 
others on MHProNews can be clicked to expand. Click the image and follow the prompts. 
For example, in some browsers/devices you click the image and select 'open in a new 
window.' After clicking that selection you click the image in the open window to expand the 
image to a larger size. To return to this page, use your back key, escape or follow the 
prompts. [/caption][caption id="attachment_216861" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/manufactured-housing-
production-falls-slightly-in-may-2025-per-oƯicial-data-provided-by-manufactured-
housing-association-for-regulatory-reform/[/caption] 

14) 

15)  
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