
 

 

For AI fact check of pending and developing draft of article linked below.  

'Tillis and Colleagues Introduce Legislation to Increase Housing Supply and Reduce 
Costs' 'For 40 years MHI Sat on the Issue-Now Corporate Conglomerates Want It 
They're Finally Acting;' MHVille FEA 

Tips and sources are just that. They reƲect the views of those who provided the statement. 
They are provided by MHProNews because they represent relevant information in order to 
provide a balanced and hopefully accurate view of the reality of a matter under discussion. 
For Senator Thom Tillis (NC-R), he has already announced he won't seek re-election. He 
and President Donald J. Trump (R) could, to be polite about it, be on better terms. 
Candidates to replace Tillis are warming up in their respective political bullpens. As 
longtime and detail minded readers of MHProNews may recall, Senator Tillis had an 
interesting and perhaps relevant discussion with Dr. Ben Carson, prior HUD Secretary 
during the Ʊrst term of President Trump that was captured on CSPAN regarding 
manufactured housing. 

Time is tight today, so let's dive right in Senator Tillis' press release in Part I and with facts-
evidence-analysis (FEA) and more commentary in Part II 

Part I From the press release on the Senator Thom Tillis (NC-R) website 

Jul 24 2025 

    

Tillis, Colleagues Introduce Legislation to Increase Housing Supply, Reduce Costs 

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Senators Thom Tillis (R-NC), Tim Scott (R-SC), Ruben Gallego (D-
AZ), Katie Britt (R-AL), Brian Schatz (D-HI), Mike Crapo (R-ID), and Alex Padilla (D-CA) 
recently introduced the bipartisan Housing Supply Expansion Act of 2025, legislation that 
modernizes the federal deƱnition of “manufactured housing” to include modular or 
prefabricated homes built without a permanent chassis. By allowing oƯ-chassis 
manufactured homes, the bill expands consumer access to more eƯicient and cost-
eƯective designs, providing greater architectural Ʋexibility to better integrate into existing 
neighborhoods. 

“I’m proud to support this commonsense legislation that expands housing options for 
hardworking families in North Carolina and across the country,” said Senator Tillis. “By 
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modernizing the deƱnition of manufactured homes, we can encourage innovative and 
aƯordable designs and help more Americans achieve the dream of homeownership.” 

“Manufactured housing plays an important role in helping more Americans access 
homeownership, but we need to make sure outdated regulations aren’t preventing newer, 
potentially more innovative models from coming to market,” said Chairman Scott. “This 
legislation will remove red tape and lower the costs of building these types of homes, 
increasing access to aƯordable housing opportunities for Americans across the country.” 

“Manufactured homes are some of the most aƯordable housing solutions on the market, 
but outdated laws are preventing newer, safer models from becoming widely 
available,” said Senator Gallego. “Our bipartisan bill makes a simple update to allow for 
greater design Ʋexibility and bring down the cost of manufactured homes.” 

“We need to build as many homes as we can to address our national shortage, and we 
can’t let outdated rules needlessly constrain supply,” said Senator Schatz. “Our bill will 
unlock manufactured homes in both urban and rural areas around the country, making 
manufactured homes and all housing more accessible and aƯordable.” 

“We must Ʊnd new, innovative ways to expand aƯordable housing venues so more 
individuals can achieve the American Dream of owning their home,” said Senator Crapo. 
“It is time to throw out established norms and cut bureaucratic hurdles that stand in the 
way of innovative designs to increasing aƯordable housing.” 

“With this small adjustment, our legislation would help increase the production of 
aƯordable housing in California during a historic housing crisis,” said Senator Padilla. 
“Simply modifying the deƱnition of manufactured houses would cost the government 
nothing and could unlock greater design Ʋexibility while increasing the desperately needed 
aƯordable housing supply.” 

Full text of the bill is available HERE.  

  

### 

Part II 

1) From an email to MHProNews from a well-placed source with knowledge of the issues. 

Look at Tillis' own press release; 

it conƲates HUD Code (federally-regulated) MH with modulars, which are regulated under 
entirely diƯerent code by states and localities, not feds. 

https://www.tillis.senate.gov/services/files/68C41ACA-1B94-4AA2-B0C8-974AD5DE4A95


This is very telling. 

First, it shows what trash MHI was selling to these sponsors. 

Second, it shows the regulatory confusion that will ensue if this passes (which the modular 
group was and is concerned about). 

Third, it demonstrates the market confusion that will ensue. 

Fourth, it demonstrates the likelihood of consumer confusion and the potential for 
misleading sales activity. 

Fifth, I could add that the bill doesn't change the deƱnition of "manufactured housing" as 
stated in Tillis' news release, because "manufactured housing" is NOT A DEFINED TERM IN 
THE LAW; "manufactured home" is the deƱned term. 

So, anyway, for 40 years MHI, at best, sat on this issue. But now that the corporate 
conglomerates want it -- they're Ʊnally acting. 

What a mess. 

2) Prior insights and articles on MHProNews and/or from MHARR that dive into the topic of 
the removable chassis and related are as follows. 
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/mhcc-recommends-deleting-chassis-
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MHProNews Note: depending on your browser or device, many images in this report and 
others on MHProNews can be clicked to expand. Click the image and follow the prompts. 
For example, in some browsers/devices you click the image and select 'open in a new 
window.' After clicking that selection you click the image in the open window to expand the 
image to a larger size. To return to this page, use your back key, escape or follow the 
prompts. [/caption][caption id="attachment_216499" align="aligncenter" width="600"]
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https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/mhcc-recommends-
deletion-of-chassis-requirement-for-upper-stories-of-multi-story-hud-code-
manufactured-homes-manufactured-housing-association-for-regulatory-reform-weighed-
in/[/caption] 

3) While the tipster's remarks are interesting and insightful, they need to be considered in 
the context of the deeper dive linked below. 
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4) For years, arguably decades, the Manufactured Housing Institute (MHI) has behaved in 
an apparently duplicitous manner. MHI has refused, as the deeper dive article linked above 
demonstrated with several third-party and validated sources, to engage in any sort of direct 
and meaningful discussion of why they do what they do. They are not transparent. That 
suggests ulterior motives that may not stand up to scrutiny, and MHI leaders know it. 

5) For example. Why did MHI muddy the waters with the Association Press (AP) Stylebook 
that was poised to be a done deal? 
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https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/which-is-it-is-it-a-mobile-home-or-a-
manufactured-home-visual-guidance-planned-by-ap-stylebook-for-reporters-journalists-
useful-to-general-public-public-oƯicials-and-researchers/[/caption] 

  

6) Why did MHI leaders launch what became CrossMods that has never lived up to their 
hype? 
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/berkshire-owned-clayton-homes-press-
release-and-media-coverage-of-new-crossmod-in-harvest-meadow-neighborhood-near-
knoxville-tn-regional-news-hits-misses-in-mhville-facts-evidence-analysis/ [/caption] 

  

7) Part of the answer to MHI's behavior, per repeated looks by third party AI platforms such 
as Gemini, Grok, and Copilot - using what has been called 'best practices' style utilization 
of those tools - is to understand that MHI's leaders are apparently seeking consolidation. A 
new to MHProNews research document has been identiƱed by a law professor. In that 
research, the professor is pointing to what might be described as apparent market 
manipulating behavior - and that well footnoted research occurred some years ago. 
MHProNews plans to unpack that in the near term, precisely because it Ʊts the broader 
evidence pattern that has been described and documented by MHProNews, our 
MHLivingNews sister site, and in a diƯerent and distinctive manner at the Manufactured 
Housing Association for Regulatory Reform (MHARR). 

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/berkshire-owned-clayton-homes-press-release-and-media-coverage-of-new-crossmod-in-harvest-meadow-neighborhood-near-knoxville-tn-regional-news-hits-misses-in-mhville-facts-evidence-analysis/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/berkshire-owned-clayton-homes-press-release-and-media-coverage-of-new-crossmod-in-harvest-meadow-neighborhood-near-knoxville-tn-regional-news-hits-misses-in-mhville-facts-evidence-analysis/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/berkshire-owned-clayton-homes-press-release-and-media-coverage-of-new-crossmod-in-harvest-meadow-neighborhood-near-knoxville-tn-regional-news-hits-misses-in-mhville-facts-evidence-analysis/
https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/
https://manufacturedhousingassociationregulatoryreform.org/


[caption id="attachment_216781" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/masthead/terminology-101-understand-
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capture-illusory-truth-how-throttling-productionconsolidation-moat/[/caption] 

The fact that MHI can't or won't engage in a discussion of why they do what they do, and the 
fact that the industry has been more or less steadily consolidating for the past two or more 
decades are facts that can't be ignored.  

8) So, while MHI's seemingly bizarre and inconsistent behavior on the chassis issue is 
correctly critiqued in that tipster, it is nevertheless missing this key point. MHI has a 
demonstrated history in the 21st century of introducing actions that in hindsight have been 
proven to be either a waste of time, illogical, treacherous, or otherwise poor manner. Their 
actions like CrossMods might ultimately lead to something, but they did so in such a 
problematic manner that it deƱes credulity. Their handling of the DOE energy rule, for 
example, has been so demonstrably treacherous, that they simply can't be trusted - 
particularly when their handling of the Duty to Serve (DTS) or the "enhanced preemption" 
provisions of the Manufactured Housing Improvement Act of 2000 (a.k.a.: MHIA, MHIA 
2000, 2000 Reform Act, 2000 Reform Law) have all been handled so poorly, that it seems to 
constituently point to maneuvers that may seem to superƱcially sound good, but when 
examined more closely, are so routinely done in illogical and problematic manner that they 
logically point to the unstated desire to consume time while posturing eƯorts. 
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asked-about-allegations-consumers-become-trapped-in-their-homes-in-manufactured-
housing-institute-member-communities-fea-sunday-weekly-headlines-recap/[/caption] 

Meanwhile, consolidation continues.  
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fea/[/caption][caption id="attachment_217279" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/follow-the-facts-follow-the-evidence-
follow-the-money-key-quotes-documents-including-businesses-accused-of-apparently-
illegal-behavior-involved-in-manufactured-housing-institute-mhville-fea/ [/caption] 

9) It has been repeatedly established that William "Bill" Gates III and Warren BuƯett has 
signiƱcant interests in manufactured housing via Berkshire Hathaway (BRK) stock.  
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/bill-gates-warren-buffett-ally-and-multi-billion-dollar-berkshire-hathaway-investor-ordered-to-trial-in-covid-19-connected-case-gates-backs-kamala-harris-with-50-million-buffett-on-election/


[caption id="attachment_215794" align="aligncenter" width="611"]



 Note: depending on 



your browser or device, many images in this report and others on MHProNews can be 
clicked to expand. Click the image and follow the prompts. For example, in some 
browsers/devices you click the image and select 'open in a new window.' After clicking that 
selection you click the image in the open window to expand the image to a larger size. To 
return to this page, use your back key, escape or follow the prompts. [/caption] 

10) It is well known that Gates and BuƯett said the following. 

 



[caption id="attachment_207876" align="aligncenter" width="579"]

 One 
implication of BuƯett's insight is this. If the powerful count on the fact that people do not 
pay enough attention to history, then they may think they can 'get away with' more stuƯ that 
on the surface may sound good, but upon closer inspection is fraught with examples of 
known problems. [/caption][caption id="attachment_155766" align="aligncenter" 
width="591"]

 



https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/warren-buƯetts-moat-per-kevin-clayton-
ceo-clayton-homes-interview-transcript-video-aƯordable-housing-and-manufactured-
homes/ [/caption] 

 

  

If MHI leaders took the quote immediately above, they never would have hired Lesli Gooch 
as their CEO, right? 
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[caption id="attachment_209873" align="aligncenter" width="597"]

 
https://patch.com/Ʋorida/lakeland/lesli-gooch-ph-d-award-coverup-headfake-scandal-
rest-story[/caption][caption id="attachment_207399" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 

https://patch.com/florida/lakeland/lesli-gooch-ph-d-award-coverup-headfake-scandal-rest-story
https://patch.com/florida/lakeland/lesli-gooch-ph-d-award-coverup-headfake-scandal-rest-story


https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/masthead/yardi-linked-multi-housing-
news-manufactured-housing-institute-ceo-lesli-gooch-interview-vs-mark-weiss-interview-
responses-compared-on-key-manufactured-home-industry-issues-with-
revelations/[/caption][caption id="attachment_203326" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wacky-wednesday-lol-biden-then-
gaslighting-2-0-as-manufactured-housing-institute-mhi-ceo-dr-lesli-gooch-named-2024-
women-of-inƲuence-by-wheeler-led-housingwire-why-plus-mhmarkets/[/caption] 

11) 

12) 
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