
 

 

Draft of article as entitled below for AI fact check and review on MHProNews 

DOJ DAAG Bill Rinner Speech on Scarlet Letters ‘Nice Merger-
Shame if Something Bad Happened’ and ‘Sometimes 
Documents in Merger Reviews Generate Civil or Criminal 
Investigation'; MHVille FEA 

According to left-leaning antitrust podcaster and author Matt Stoller: “Trump’s 
antitrust enforcer Bill Rinner gave a signal this administration is going to foster a lot of 
consolidation.” Bill Rinner is a DAAG, or Deputy Assistant Attorney General, in the 
antitrust division. Having followed and reported on Stoller for years, it is arguably fair 
to say that he is routinely (but not always) anti-Trump and pro-Democrat. As longer-
term and detail-minded readers of this platform know, Donald Trump Jr. answered in 
response to an inquiry by MHProNews about the importance of antitrust enforcement: 
‘It is the number two or number three issue’ in the U.S. Those two perspectives are 
worthy of consideration in terms of what light each may or may not shed on DAAG 
Rinner’s recent prepared remarks on antitrust enforcement in the emerging Trump 2.0 
(T2) administration. 

Rinner’s official statement according to the Department of Justice (DOJ) are found in 
Part I. 

This article is another example of "News through the lens of manufactured homes and 
factory-built housing" © that includes MHVille facts-evidence-analysis (FEA). 

Part II will include some pull quotes and related insights, including but not limited to 
from the 2023 Merger Guidelines, which T2’s team has publicly re-affirmed. 

  

Part I From the Department of Justice (DOJ) website at this link here is the following 

Speech 

DAAG Bill Rinner Delivers Remarks to the George Washington University Competition 
and Innovation Lab Conference Regarding Merger Review and Enforcement 
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Wednesday, June 4, 2025 

Location 

Washington, DC 
United States 

Thank you for inviting me to join you today. I’m grateful for the opportunity, and 
honored to be among you all. For those of you who don’t know me, this is my second 
time serving at the Antitrust Division. I want to thank Assistant Attorney General Gail 
Slater for the opportunity to serve again alongside the tremendously talented 
attorneys, economists, and staff in the leadership and career ranks of the Division. My 
prior experience and former colleagues — some of whom I have the pleasure of 
serving alongside again — helped shape me into the attorney I am today. 

On a personal note, I also want to acknowledge and thank my family for their support. 
Though I currently live in Brooklyn, behind my office desk stands the flag of the State 
of Colorado, where I grew up, and where much of my family still lives. The flag is my 
daily reminder of where I came from and the many sacrifices my parents made to 
support their kids. 

The topic of my speech is merger enforcement — in particular, how we intend to 
operate the Division’s processes under AAG Slater to ensure fair and vigorous 
enforcement, and what we expect of parties appearing before us. 

In her opening speech at Notre Dame, my alma mater, AAG Slater articulated the 
conservative case for vigorous antitrust enforcement. She noted that accomplishing 
this objective requires “healthy respect for textualism, originalism, and precedent 
grounded in a commitment to robust and fair law enforcement.”[1] I want to unpack 
these concepts further and provide some insight into how we will handle merger 
review to ensure procedural fairness and robust enforcement. 

As a matter of first principles, our civil merger enforcement program operates out of 
respect for the statutory role of the Antitrust Division as a law enforcer protecting free 
markets, not as a regulator. We recognize that competition and economic growth 
necessarily rely on a healthy dealmaking environment. And competition thrives only if 
merger enforcement is robust and effective against unlawful transactions. 

Over the past several years, there has been a growing concern across partisan lines 
that merger enforcement has fallen short, enabling and reinforcing monopoly power 
that threatens consumers, workers, and the pace of innovation. I’ll leave it to the 
economists to unpack the merits of this suspicion, but suffice to say, the civil conduct 
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litigation dockets at the Antitrust Division and Federal Trade Commission suggest that 
this view is warranted in some industries. 

To be clear, I am in no position to re-litigate the hard decisions made by our 
predecessors. But with the benefit of hindsight, one can reasonably debate whether 
enforcers were overconfident in the ability of certain markets to self-correct, 
notwithstanding the presence of significant network effects with the potential to 
cement monopoly power. In the worst-case scenario, failure to adequately enforce the 
antitrust laws could lead to permanent regulation, crippling economic dynamism and 
growth. 

Our commitment to robust enforcement is shared by the White House, which, I’m 
pleased to report, has approved the use of merger filing fees to support the Division’s 
budget for fiscal year 2026. We are very grateful for this support. When companies pay 
a merger filing fee, they deserve to have those funds used by the Antitrust Division to 
timely and effectively review their merger. Should the White House’s restoration of the 
Division’s access to these fees become law, we look forward to leveraging those funds 
to further accelerate merger reviews and increase the rate and speed of early 
terminations — at no burden to taxpayers. 

With our commitment to robust enforcement in mind, I nevertheless would 
underscore that we do not view dealmaking with inherent suspicion. There is no per 
se rule against mergers or transactions. Our primary mission is civil merger 
enforcement against the handful of mergers that are problematic, not civil merger 
deterrence generally.[2] 

That may sound rudimentary to this audience, but it is a crucial observation for merger 
enforcement policy. Over more than 100 years of enforcement, neither Congress nor 
the courts have established a presumption of harm in mergers that warrants a 
categorical, or a “total deterrence” objective in enforcement. Even the Philadelphia 
National Bank presumption is rebuttable.[3] Moreover, in contrast to conduct that 
externalizes social costs in excess of private benefits — take pollution, for example — 
there is no equivalent punitive civil penalty to deter mergers to a de minimis level.[4] 

Instead, Congress’ pre-merger review scheme provides a structured process that 
supports predictability — firms know certain transactions will be subject to HSR 
review prior to consummation and are incentivized to plan accordingly. The statute 
avoids the economic waste of unscrambling unlawful transactions, and provides a 
timeline for review commensurate with the magnitude of potential antitrust issues. 
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The merger review process itself, as implemented by enforcers, needs to be fair and 
predictable for firms to plan. Failure to enforce the antitrust laws consistent with 
these principles risks overdeterrence of lawful transactions. That’s what I’d like to 
discuss today. 

As AAG Slater has said, antitrust is a scalpel that stands in contrast to the regulatory 
sledgehammer. On the merger side, our focus is on keeping the scalpel sharp. This 
allows us to surgically remove unlawful transactions (or their unlawful aspects) 
without nicking neutral deals or wounding procompetitive ones. Deterrence may be a 
second-order impact of deal-specific enforcement actions, but it is not the goal. 
Rather, our civil enforcement actions focus on the legality of specific transactions, 
each of which involves unique industry dynamics. 

It is therefore imperative that antitrust enforcers recognize that the structural 
presumption is not a bright line rule that mandates enforcement to deter all mergers 
in concentrated industries. Evaluating the likely effects of a merger is a case-by-case 
exercise, and if other compelling evidence shows that a merger does not substantially 
lessen competition, an initial prediction of harm can be rebutted. The statutory 
enforcement regime, including available remedies, implicitly recognizes that the vast 
majority of mergers do not give rise to competitive concerns. For those that do, 
remedies may be available that adequately mitigate potential harm. 

As the Division has sharpened its scalpel to aggressively pursue anticompetitive 
transactions, the need to wield this tool carefully has grown as well. A robust 
enforcement mission demands an even greater commitment to transparency and 
procedural fairness, not less. Our commitment to fair process enables us to enforce 
the law more vigorously against problematic deals without chilling the many 
beneficial ones. 

When we stop transactions that cause harm, we will articulate our concerns in a 
transparent fashion, and fight to remedy harm without blocking the merger altogether, 
where possible. In this way, strong targeted enforcement can have an information 
multiplier effect on the broader dealmaking marketplace. 

This brings me to the primary themes of my discussion today: procedural 
predictability and fairness in merger review and enforcement. 

Ensuring procedural fairness is an initiative that the Division pursued during my prior 
period of service, in a multinational initiative led by former Assistant Attorney General 
Makan Delrahim and now-Principal Deputy AAG Roger Alford. Those efforts continue 
today. 



In the merger context, we strive for a predictable process that provides parties a fair 
opportunity to engage and be heard. I know this doesn’t sound earth shattering. 
Everyone favors predictability, particularly lawyers whose clients are dealmakers. Too 
often, however, “predictability” is shorthand for weak enforcement — you don’t find 
many advocates on the defense side or the business community arguing for 
“predictably” high levels of enforcement. So let me be clear about what I mean by the 
term. 

From both an economic and legal perspective, procedural predictability is critical to 
good government and economic dynamism. It promotes fairness and facilitates 
dealmaking that can benefit American companies and consumers. Procedural 
predictability also complements — in fact, promotes — vigorous enforcement. 

When the Division’s attorneys and economists focus on identifying competitive 
concerns, addressing them with parties, and reaching a swift determination on 
whether enforcement is needed, we can narrow our attention to genuinely 
anticompetitive transactions that violate the Clayton Act. On the other hand, deals 
that are pro-competitive or competitively neutral should be able to proceed without a 
lingering regulatory review tax. 

Promoting a healthy marketplace for transactions through procedural fairness also 
benefits the Division’s enforcement mandate by providing credibility when the 
Division appears in court. Under the system Congress enacted, you don’t need to ask 
for permission to do a deal. The marketplace determines the deals that are made, and 
the law enforcer must go into court and prove a case, or the appropriateness of a 
remedy, to a judge. 

This is a feature, not a bug. Judicial review disciplines federal enforcement and 
focuses the Division on the strength of evidence as viewed by a neutral arbiter. A 
healthy respect for the adversarial tradition of common law adjudication thus goes 
hand in hand with procedural predictability and fairness in merger review. 

To be clear, procedural due process is a two-way street. At the Division, we respect the 
statutory framework for merger enforcement in the United States, but if parties 
undermine procedural fairness — disregarding legal or ethical obligations — we will 
not hesitate to bring a disciplinary or enforcement action to protect our investigatory 
process and prerogative. 

Our investigative process is grounded in duly enacted statutes and regulations, and is 
critical to protecting competition on behalf of consumers and workers. 



I’d like to provide a few concrete proposals for how we will attempt to apply these 
principles in practice going forward. 

But first, a quick prelude to ground first principles of fairness and predictability. 
Modern conceptions of sovereignty often claim as a maxim that government 
maintains a “monopoly on the legitimate use of physical force.”[5] At the heart of 
legitimacy in our Constitutional system and common law tradition is the principle of 
procedural due process.[6] Like a private monopoly extracting rents, government can 
cause harm by abusing procedural process — even where lawfully granted. In the 
extreme, governmental abuse of process not only undermines private persons’ rights 
to due process, but subverts substantive policies enacted in the antitrust laws. 

If this sounds too lofty, let me be more blunt: the procedural tools available to 
antitrust enforcers provide us enormous power, and without guardrails on their use, 
we become tyrants. 

In this vein, let me start with what we will not do. 

“Scarlet” Warning Letters[7]: We will not send “scarlet” letters warning parties that 
they “close at their own risk.” Without dwelling too long on this point, such letters 
reflect a sorry state of counseling if clients mistakenly believe that expiration of the 
statutory waiting period constitutes “clearance” or “approval” of a transaction. Some 
commentators may miss this distinction, but we don’t, and neither do well-counseled 
clients. If the Division declines to bring an enforcement action, there is no need to 
signal to parties: “Nice merger you have; would be a shame if something bad 
happened to it some day.” 

Policy “Leveraging”: We will not leverage the threat of law enforcement to accomplish 
policy objectives that are clearly beyond the law. If we conclude that a transaction is 
illegal and that the harm cannot be remediated through settlement, we will seek to 
enjoin the transaction. 

We will not negotiate “relief” off-the-books that cannot be justified in federal court. 
Specifically, Section 7 of the Clayton Act does not contain a “public interest” mandate 
for the Division to seek relief beyond the specific harm to competition that a merger 
creates. By rough comparison, we would not allow a private monopolist to leverage its 
market power in one market to harm competition in another, and the same basic 
principle applies as a matter of merger enforcement policy: we do not use valid, but 
limited, grants of statutory authority to achieve policy objectives beyond the goals of 
the antitrust laws. 
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Nor do robust statutory grants of merger investigation authority provide blanket 
authorizations to the Division to use all means necessary to pursue absolute 
deterrence in mergers or in civil conduct. Congress stuck a policy balance in the 
different antitrust laws, and we should not mistake merger review authority for general 
civil investigative authority. 

Abuse of HSR Process: To that end, we will not issue spurious second requests simply 
to build a civil or criminal conduct investigation. This follows logically from respect for 
procedural due process. The Division has broad and important statutory authority to 
investigate potential civil violations of law.[8] Of course, sometimes documents 
produced in merger reviews generate a civil or criminal investigation. But that result is 
incidental to the purpose of the second request. In the context of a merger 
investigation under the HSR Act, the statutory burden for obtaining documents is 
lower than in a conduct case, but that provides no justification to leverage HSR 
process as an end-run around the Antitrust Civil Process Act. 

Again, our respect for the statutory text requires respect for procedural statutes as 
well. Vigorous enforcement demands, of course, that where the Division has merger-
related concerns, we will not hesitate to investigate and to prosecute attempts to 
subvert the Division’s investigatory authority. 

This leads me to what else we will do. 

We will vigorously enforce the law if there is a violation. We will think creatively about 
how to deploy our exceptional trial attorneys and economists, with confidence that 
our commitment to procedural fairness will bolster the Division’s credibility in court. 
Vigor does not mean more cases, necessarily. Vigor means that we are using a scalpel 
wherever surgery is needed, not thrashing at every transaction we can bring under the 
knife. 

We will be transparent with parties about where we have concerns so that they can 
focus their advocacy on addressing those concerns. This comes back to respect for 
the adversarial system. If the antitrust defense bar does its job, the cases that come to 
the Division will be hard cases. We value the advocacy of the merging parties (and 
interested third parties), which allows the Division to work through hard issues in good 
faith. 

On this point, let me underscore: we care about the quality and professional integrity 
of the lawyers and economists that appear before us, not their stature in the antitrust 
bar or their political affiliation or background. We do not plan to hash out merger 
settlements over martinis. We are a team, and we intend to leverage the great 
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expertise among our career and front office attorneys and economists to determine if 
settlements will appropriately protect competition. 

We will enforce and prosecute procedural deficiencies that are important to our 
investigatory authority. An essential part of the adversarial system is a commitment to 
zealous advocacy on behalf of clients. But too often in recent years, parties have 
attempted to conceal materials in investigations and have abused legal professional 
privilege to benefit clients. As has been well-documented, we will seek judicial 
sanctions where parties systematically abuse legal professional privilege or 
recklessly disregard professional duties by withholding or altering documents 
required by the HSR Act.[9] 

For dealmakers and their counsel, this means respecting that the Division is entitled 
to certain information to conduct its investigation. Strategic behavior, including 
attempts to withhold relevant information or abuse legal professional privilege to 
thwart the Division’s ability to enforce the law, will be subject to heightened scrutiny. 

The dual goals of procedural fairness and vigorous enforcement likewise animate the 
Division’s approach to merger settlements. 

On this topic, let me start with an observation on positive continuity. When I served as 
Counsel and then Chief of Staff to AAG Delrahim, we went to great lengths to 
articulate and bring in to practice the Division’s longstanding preference for structural 
remedies. The strong institutional preference for structural remedies is a throughline 
to the present leadership under AAG Slater. It is also consistent with the Division’s law 
enforcement mandate.[10] 

Structural remedies are preferred as an “efficient default” principle,[11] primarily 
informed by their record of effectiveness compared to behavioral remedies. Ideally, 
structural relief offers a scalpel to remove harmful issues that may infect an otherwise 
lawful transaction. But the effectiveness of structural relief has as much to do with 
doctor as with patient. Antitrust enforcement is not an ex-ante or regulatory oversight 
regime.[12] If antitrust is law enforcement, settlement must be recognized as an 
efficient and legitimate resolution of claims under our adversarial system. Division 
resources are dedicated to enforcement at a particular point in time based on the 
facts and circumstances as they exist at the time. 

On top of that, merger review is typically a prospective enterprise, limiting the 
potential confidence level of relief targeting future harm. If that wasn’t enough, under 
the Tunney Act, the risk of failure weighs on the merging parties, not the public.[13] 
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The upshot of these factors is that structural relief is preferred based on practical 
considerations and learned experience rather than staid ideological commitments. 

Of course, not all maladies are amendable to full-blown surgery. There may be times 
in which limited behavioral remedies buttress genuine structural relief. Remedies are 
inherently fact-specific, and behavioral conditions can provide necessary and 
adequate support. As I’ve said, the Division’s mandate is to prosecute transactions 
that threaten to harm competition. If structural relief with or without ancillary 
commitments is capable of substantially mitigating potential harm, the Division will 
engage with parties to understand how proposed relief adequately addresses the risks 
of competitive harm. 

At the risk of sowing confusion, this is not an invitation to morph behavioral 
commitments into structural relief through costly legal alchemy. Market 
fundamentals, not labels, will inform the Division’s analysis. We will not pretend that 
night is day, that up is down, or that black is white.[14] As we work through these 
issues in negotiating a settlement that remedies competitive concerns, transparency 
between and among counsel and the Division is critical. 

Transparency is also a statutory obligation under the Tunney Act.[15] We take that 
obligation seriously as lawyers that respect the Constitutional separation of 
powers.[16] 

Accordingly, if we seek settlement to mitigate harm, the terms of settlement should 
be public. Parties can always address competitive concerns up front, through arms’ 
length deals with third parties before we, as enforcers, muddy the waters. Such fix-it-
first proposals are welcome. 

In recent years, however, parties have inked a deal, filed an HSR, engaged with the 
Division, and based on concerns expressed by the agencies, been instructed to divest 
and file new HSRs for the original transaction, plus the divestiture deal. 

That is a “fix it second” remedy, not a “fix it first.” AAG Slater refers to this 
phenomenon as the “shadow decree” docket. It deprives the public of fair notice and 
opportunity for comment, and undermines the principle that antitrust is law 
enforcement rather than regulatory clearance. 

In contrast, the public process afforded by the Tunney Act provides important 
guideposts for other parties. The contents of a complaint and competitive impact 
statement are an important tool for providing transparency to the public on how 
enforcement policy is applied in practice in particular cases. 
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I am pleased that, just this week, we announced a settlement of the merger of 
Keysight and Spirent that exemplifies the Division’s continued preference for 
structural relief and the nuanced protections we will impose to ensure their success. 

We want to be transparent about our goals for merger settlements: they must be 
strong, robust, and provide great confidence in their ability to protect competition. 
This can be a “clean” divestiture to a ready buyer with strong incentives and the ability 
to compete, such as in the Keysight/Spirent settlement.[17] The parties resolved our 
concerns by agreeing to a divestiture to Viavi, an up-front buyer capable of absorbing 
multiple lines of business from the merging parties to replace potential lost 
competition.[18] 

On occasion, structural remedies will be more complicated and involve ongoing 
commercial entanglements that are inherent to the products and industry. In these 
instances, strong monitoring and enforcement mechanisms are of utmost 
importance. As a baseline, we will examine whether market dynamics and the 
settlement align the parties’ incentives with the success of the remedy, or with its 
failure. 

That is especially true of divestiture buyers. When we review proposed settlements 
involving identified divestiture buyers, we will be rigorous in assessing those buyers’ 
incentive and ability to replace lost competition in every dimension, including product 
or service quality. 

Through every settlement and competitive impact statement filed in court, we can 
articulate the facts and circumstances that necessitate the specific relief, for the 
benefit of the public, as well as for parties and their counsel. 

To summarize, we will be thoughtful about whether a particular merger settlement 
sufficiently mitigates the risk of harm. The strong preference for structural remedies is 
an efficient default principle, informed by decades of experience and economic 
analysis. But a default — like a legal presumption — is not a bright line rule. Merger 
enforcement is fundamentally a fact-specific, case-by-case exercise. In every case, 
we will thus be careful not to wield the antitrust scalpel as a bludgeon. 

Vigorous enforcement that avoids overdeterrence requires our commitment to 
transparency and procedural fairness. If we succeed in restoring procedural fairness 
and vigor to merger review and enforcement, I hope we will also succeed in enjoining 
or mitigating harm where it occurs, without hampering the many transactions that 
benefit Americans. 
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Thank you all for attending this event. I appreciate your time and interest in antitrust 
enforcement. 
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delrahim-delivers-keynote-address-american-bar. 

[13] See Antitrust Procedures and Penalties Act (“Tunney Act”), 15 U.S.C. § 16(e)(1). 

[14] See generally George Orwell, Nineteen Eighty-Four (1949). 

[15] See U.S. v. CVS Health Corp., 407 F. Supp. 3d 45, 52 (D.D.C. 2019) (noting “the 
decree should not be entered until the problems are fixed”). 

[16] See also id. at 53 (noting “the Government, alone, chooses which causes of action 
to allege in its complaint” and recognizing the “constitutional difficulties” in judicial 
review of potential claims beyond a complaint) (quoting United States v. Microsoft 
Corp., 56 F.3d 1448, 1459-60 (D.C. Cir. 1995)). 

[17] See DOJ Press Release, Justice Department Requires Keysight to Divest Assets to 
Proceed with Spirent Acquisition (June 2, 2025) (noting a “structural solution preserves 
competition for key testing equipment used to ensure that data moves quickly and 
securely across the world. The proposed divestiture to Viavi, an established and 
innovative test and measurement company, ensures that American consumers and 
businesses will continue to benefit from competition that promotes innovation, and 
which allows American companies to maintain global leadership”), 
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/justice-department-requires-keysight-divest-assets-
proceed-spirent-acquisition. 

[18] Competitive Impact Statement, at 12, U.S. v. Keysight Tech. Inc., No. 1:25-cv-
01734 (D.D.C. June 2, 2025). 
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Part II - Additional Information with More MHProNews Facts-Evidence-Analysis (FEA) 
and Commentary 

1) It is fair to say that this early in the second non-consecutive term of President of the 
United States (POTUS) Donald J. Trump (a.k.a.: T2) that there are plenty in the media, 
economic, and business world arenas that are busy reading tea leaves. Comments by 
an official such as DAAG Bill Rinner is part of that tea leaves reading exercise.  So, it is 
no surprise that an array of commentary has emerged about Rinner's remarks posted 
above. Take the title of his speech above, put it between quotations marks like this: 
"DAAG Bill Rinner Delivers Remarks to the George Washington University Competition 
and Innovation Lab Conference Regarding Merger Review and Enforcement" and drop 
it into the Google or Bing search browsers and pages of results are available.  

Because putting a search term in quote yields a more precise result, that exercise 
yields is an evidence-based example of the level of commentary related to this 
address.  

Numbers of those results are from law firms or platforms focused on legal issues 
including antitrust law enforcement.  

2) DAAG Rinner mentioned Makan Delrahim, who was the assistant attorney general in 
charge of antitrust in Trump 1.0.  He also mentioned: "Gail Slater, Assistant Attorney 
General, DOJ Antitrust Division." Clearly as a DAAG vs. AAG, it makes sense that he 
would tip the hat in the direction of past or present antitrust leadership.  

3) With respect to former Makan Delrahim, which MHProNews covered in a post linked 
below, the former AAG remarks on antitrust are found linked below. 
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/retail-industry-leaders-letter-to-
federal-trade-commission-asking-for-antitrust-investigation-action-plus-antitrust-
division-comments [/caption] 

  

So, Delrahim framed his remarks with the history of anti-monopolization and antitrust 
history in mind. 

4) T2 reaffirmed the 2023 Merger Guidelines. 
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5) Bing's AI powered Copilot previously said the following against the backdrop of the 
article above, which included a deep dive into the 2023 Merger Guidelines. 
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The post that Q&A is from above and found at this link here juxtaposed with DAAG 
Rinner's remarks certainly could support the interpretation offered by Stoller. That 
said, Stoller is routinely anti-Trump and pro-Democrat, and thus his bias has to be 
considered. 

6) On the surface, it may seem like the Iseman Homes acquisition announced by 
Champion Homes could be presented to antitrust officials as no big deal in terms of 
potential market harm. 
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7) Those points noted, the DOJ webpage on this date where DAAG Rinner's remarks are 
posted are followed by the following "related content" posts. 

MHProNews has superimposed the DOJ logo on the left to clearly reflect the source of 
the following "related content" to DAAG Bill Rinner's remarks on mergers. 
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Two of the press releases posted below DAAG Rinner's remarks on 6.16.2025 when this 
screen captured was performed involve prison sentencing. One involves a need to 
divest assets to proceed with an acquisition. 
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The links to the above press releases are as follows. 1) 
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/former-owner-fuel-truck-supply-company-
sentenced-prison-bid-rigging-and-conspiracy 2) 
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/justice-department-requires-keysight-divest-assets-
proceed-spirent-acquisition 3) https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/former-president-
asphalt-paving-company-sentenced-bid-rigging It seems that an evidence-based case 
can be made that DOJ is sending a more nuanced message than Matt Stoller projected 
into DAAG Bill Rinner's remarks. If a merger is 'okay' and passes the tests of the 2023 
Merger Guidelines and related insights DAAG Rinner cited, yes, they will be allowed to 
proceed. But if a merger or market consolidation effort appears to be harmful or even 
illegal, the Trump 2.0 era DOJ stand ready and willing to prosecute as warranted. 
MHProNews further notes that the image above can be expanded to a larger size in 
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numbers of devices and browsers. In many cases you can click the image and follow 
the prompts.[/caption] 

  

8) MHProNews is editorially on record opposing this merger and supporting the notion 
that the T2 era DOJ and FTC should review prior acquisitions in manufactured housing, 
unwinding many of those past deals and consider criminal as well as civil antitrust 
action. Why? The details are found in articles and remarks like those linked above, 
plus the insights found in reports and reports linked below. 

Briefly, there seems to be a prima-facie evidence-based case that collusion to create 
barriers of entry, persistence, and exit in manufactured housing have been artificially 
cultivated. Because the lack of affordable housing reportedly causes some $2 trillion 
dollars a year in economic drag in the U.S., perhaps T2 officials may decide that this 
merits a careful fresh look. Note that consumer interests and antitrust researcher 
Samuel Strommen, then with Knudson Law, specifically pointed to that article as one 
of his footnoted examples of apparent antitrust violations in the manufactured 
housing industry. 
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Since that report linked above, there has been an array of evidence that detailed and 
documented information from several of the companies involved in an apparent case 
of collusion in antitrust violations that span years which could arguably mean that the 
statutes of limitation have not yet started. 
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There is apparent evidence that a conspiracy to consolidate the manufactured 
housing industry is hiding in plain sight. The kind of monopolization method could be 
described as oligopoly. Because it is an ongoing conspiracy, the statute of limitations 
has not yet begun to run. [/caption] 

  

Perhaps if there were no serious research studies, apparent examples, or lawmaker's 
and public officials' statements and actions involving manufactured housing regarding 
purported antitrust behavior, Stoller's thoughts on DAAG Rinner's remarks might seem 
to apply. However, the fact that there are numerous such reports, remarks, and 
research ought to be part of the reasons why the T2 era DOJ and/or FTC ought to bring 
the antitrust tools at hand to effect in the manufactured home market. 
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 It 
would appear that once again, MHI is not interested in sharing with their readers 
evidence of possible market manipulation that leads to consolidation and 
underperformance. Why? As MHARR's Mark Weiss recently observed, it could be 
because pulling back the veil on that subject may end up pointing the finger at several 
of their own members.[/caption][caption id="attachment_212150" align="aligncenter" 
width="600"]
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/masthead/true-tale-of-four-attorneys-research-into-manufactured-housing-what-they-reveal-about-why-manufactured-homes-are-underperforming-during-an-affordable-housing-crisis-facts-and-analysis/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/masthead/true-tale-of-four-attorneys-research-into-manufactured-housing-what-they-reveal-about-why-manufactured-homes-are-underperforming-during-an-affordable-housing-crisis-facts-and-analysis/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/masthead/true-tale-of-four-attorneys-research-into-manufactured-housing-what-they-reveal-about-why-manufactured-homes-are-underperforming-during-an-affordable-housing-crisis-facts-and-analysis/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/mass-production-of-homes-in-u-s-factories-first-and-only-experiment-was-tremendous-success-by-elena-falcettoni-james-a-schmitz-jr-mark-l-j-wright-plus-sunday-weekly-mhville-head/


analysis/[/caption][caption id="attachment_168370" align="aligncenter" width="576"]

 
Minneapolis Federal Reserve Researcher cited the Seattle Times, which named 
Clayton Homes and their lending, in pointing out the inequities that plague minority 
borrowers in manufactured housing. 
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/coming-epic-affordable-housing-
finance-clash-chair-maxine-waters-vs-warren-buffett-clayton-homes-historic-
challenges-ahead/[/caption][caption id="attachment_62884" align="aligncenter" 
width="575"]

 While 
MHI's SVP Lesli Gooch has denied the charge, Doug Ryan at CFED, and longtime MHI 
member, George Allen, are among those who've raised the issue of monopolistic 
practices by MHI. See his context and the full 'debate' context in the report, linked 
here. https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/epic-kevin-clayton-moat-rant-
analysis-lesli-gooch-debate-defense-doug-ryan-charge-end-clayton-monopoly-over-

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/masthead/true-tale-of-four-attorneys-research-into-manufactured-housing-what-they-reveal-about-why-manufactured-homes-are-underperforming-during-an-affordable-housing-crisis-facts-and-analysis/
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/coming-epic-affordable-housing-finance-clash-chair-maxine-waters-vs-warren-buffett-clayton-homes-historic-challenges-ahead/
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/coming-epic-affordable-housing-finance-clash-chair-maxine-waters-vs-warren-buffett-clayton-homes-historic-challenges-ahead/
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/coming-epic-affordable-housing-finance-clash-chair-maxine-waters-vs-warren-buffett-clayton-homes-historic-challenges-ahead/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/epic-kevin-clayton-moat-rant-analysis-lesli-gooch-debate-defense-doug-ryan-charge-end-clayton-monopoly-over-manufactured-housing-breaching-buffett-berkshire-clayton-monopolistic-moat-method/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/epic-kevin-clayton-moat-rant-analysis-lesli-gooch-debate-defense-doug-ryan-charge-end-clayton-monopoly-over-manufactured-housing-breaching-buffett-berkshire-clayton-monopolistic-moat-method/


manufactured-housing-breaching-buffett-berkshire-clayton-monopolistic-moat-
method/ [/caption][caption id="attachment_167862" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
See his context and the full 'debate' context in the report, linked here. 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/epic-kevin-clayton-moat-rant-
analysis-lesli-gooch-debate-defense-doug-ryan-charge-end-clayton-monopoly-over-
manufactured-housing-breaching-buffett-berkshire-clayton-monopolistic-moat-
method/[/caption] 

  

  

9) There are years of remarks that point to a "moat" style market manipulation of the 
manufactured housing industry, with several remarks and research reports to that 
effect flowing from allies of those deploying the "moat" as well as those directly 
involved in that moat building process. One notable example is the book published by 
Bud Labitan (see MOATS Page 77-81) and his colleagues that cited the Clayton Homes 
"moat" in financing. Meaning, this isn't merely speculative or inferred by behavior 
alone, it is well supported by evidence from those deploying these tactics as well as 
by their allies. 

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/epic-kevin-clayton-moat-rant-analysis-lesli-gooch-debate-defense-doug-ryan-charge-end-clayton-monopoly-over-manufactured-housing-breaching-buffett-berkshire-clayton-monopolistic-moat-method/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/epic-kevin-clayton-moat-rant-analysis-lesli-gooch-debate-defense-doug-ryan-charge-end-clayton-monopoly-over-manufactured-housing-breaching-buffett-berkshire-clayton-monopolistic-moat-method/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/epic-kevin-clayton-moat-rant-analysis-lesli-gooch-debate-defense-doug-ryan-charge-end-clayton-monopoly-over-manufactured-housing-breaching-buffett-berkshire-clayton-monopolistic-moat-method/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/epic-kevin-clayton-moat-rant-analysis-lesli-gooch-debate-defense-doug-ryan-charge-end-clayton-monopoly-over-manufactured-housing-breaching-buffett-berkshire-clayton-monopolistic-moat-method/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/epic-kevin-clayton-moat-rant-analysis-lesli-gooch-debate-defense-doug-ryan-charge-end-clayton-monopoly-over-manufactured-housing-breaching-buffett-berkshire-clayton-monopolistic-moat-method/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/epic-kevin-clayton-moat-rant-analysis-lesli-gooch-debate-defense-doug-ryan-charge-end-clayton-monopoly-over-manufactured-housing-breaching-buffett-berkshire-clayton-monopolistic-moat-method/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/ValueWalkonMOATSBerkshireWarrenBuffettCharlieMungerCompetitiveAdvantagesBud-LabitanClaytonHomesPg77-81.pdf
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/ValueWalkonMOATSBerkshireWarrenBuffettCharlieMungerCompetitiveAdvantagesBud-LabitanClaytonHomesPg77-81.pdf
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/epic-kevin-clayton-moat-rant-analysis-lesli-gooch-debate-defense-doug-ryan-charge-end-clayton-monopoly-over-manufactured-housing-breaching-buffett-berkshire-clayton-monopolistic-moat-method/


[caption id="attachment_183336" align="aligncenter" width="597"]

 
The video and transcript of the quoted remarks are found at this link here. 
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/warren-buffetts-moat-per-kevin-
clayton-ceo-clayton-homes-interview-transcript-video-affordable-housing-and-
manufactured-homes/ [/caption] 

  

https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/warren-buffetts-moat-per-kevin-clayton-ceo-clayton-homes-interview-transcript-video-affordable-housing-and-manufactured-homes/
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/warren-buffetts-moat-per-kevin-clayton-ceo-clayton-homes-interview-transcript-video-affordable-housing-and-manufactured-homes/
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/warren-buffetts-moat-per-kevin-clayton-ceo-clayton-homes-interview-transcript-video-affordable-housing-and-manufactured-homes/
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/warren-buffetts-moat-per-kevin-clayton-ceo-clayton-homes-interview-transcript-video-affordable-housing-and-manufactured-homes/


Recall how Buffett described the moat. Piranhas and crocodiles can be man-eating 
amphibians. Buffett has also used the image of "sharks," another man-eater. 

  

[caption id="attachment_155766" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/warren-buffetts-moat-per-kevin-
clayton-ceo-clayton-homes-interview-transcript-video-affordable-housing-and-
manufactured-homes/ [/caption][caption id="attachment_152732" 
align="aligncenter" width="629"]

https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/warren-buffetts-moat-per-kevin-clayton-ceo-clayton-homes-interview-transcript-video-affordable-housing-and-manufactured-homes/
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/warren-buffetts-moat-per-kevin-clayton-ceo-clayton-homes-interview-transcript-video-affordable-housing-and-manufactured-homes/
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/warren-buffetts-moat-per-kevin-clayton-ceo-clayton-homes-interview-transcript-video-affordable-housing-and-manufactured-homes/


 
These examples that span the left, right, independent, etc. niches reflect reality. 
Reality, not fables or nice sounding narratives, are what people operate in. 
[/caption][caption id="attachment_155042" align="aligncenter" width="557"]



 The 



Nation, Forbes, GuruFocus, the Atlantic, Democracy Now, PBS, NPR, Last Week 
Tonight with John Oliver - these are just some of the mainstream sources that have 
ripped Clayton Homes and their associated lending on controversial issues that often 
point to apparent violations of antitrust, RICO and perhaps the Hobbs 
Act. [/caption][caption id="attachment_168369" align="aligncenter" width="498"]

 Buffett has said 
he has no apologies for what others have called predatory lending practices. Those 
practices, and the lack of robust lending in manufactured housing in general, all tends 
to constrain sales, which leads to consolidation at discounted valuations. See the 
related report linked here. Waters and her colleagues filed complaints with the DOJ 
and CFPB, per their letter.  https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/coming-
epic-affordable-housing-finance-clash-chair-maxine-waters-vs-warren-buffett-
clayton-homes-historic-challenges-ahead/[/caption] 

  

The apparent problem for those involved in the oligopoly style monopolization of 
manufactured housing is that several of those involved in the scheme that arguably 
has utilized the Manufactured Housing Institute (MHI) as cover is that often-prominent 
MHI members have made often surprisingly open statements that clarify the 
concerns. 

  

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/MaxineWatersSeniorHouseDemocratsCallFederalInvestigationWarrenBuffettBerkshireHathawayClaytonHomesVanderbiltMortgageFinance21stMortgageMHProNews.pdf
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/coming-epic-affordable-housing-finance-clash-chair-maxine-waters-vs-warren-buffett-clayton-homes-historic-challenges-ahead/
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/coming-epic-affordable-housing-finance-clash-chair-maxine-waters-vs-warren-buffett-clayton-homes-historic-challenges-ahead/
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/coming-epic-affordable-housing-finance-clash-chair-maxine-waters-vs-warren-buffett-clayton-homes-historic-challenges-ahead/


 

  



[caption id="attachment_189597" align="aligncenter" width="595"]

 
Note: depending on your browser or device, many images in this report and others on 
MHProNews can be clicked to expand. Click the image and follow the prompts. For 
example, in some browsers/devices you click the image and select 'open in a new 
window.' After clicking that selection you click the image in the open window to expand 
the image to a larger size. To return to this page, use your back key, escape or follow 
the prompts. [/caption][caption id="attachment_185459" align="aligncenter" 
width="605"]



 
"If you like having a monopoly, holding all the cards, knowing the tenants won't move 
their homes out, never worrying about someone building a new property near you and 
taking one of the tenant's biggest assets if they default, then you're going to love 
mobile home parks." Since MHProNews/MHLivingNews created this quote graphic, 
multiple national antitrust suits were launched on behalf of residents in 2023 which 
included several MHI member firms as defendants. See also the report 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/mhu-frank-rolfe-dave-reynolds-rip-
biden-regime-tipping-point-no-good-news-disastrous-policies-market-risk-vs-mobile-
home-parks/ and others linked from this critical report, analysis and expert 
commentary. [/caption][caption id="attachment_202829" align="aligncenter" 
width="600"]

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/two-more-class-action-antitrust-suits-hit-high-profile-manufactured-housing-institute-members-and-mhi-state-affiliate-members-towsend-in-case-no-123-cv-16462-and-muns-pleadings-and-analysis
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/two-more-class-action-antitrust-suits-hit-high-profile-manufactured-housing-institute-members-and-mhi-state-affiliate-members-towsend-in-case-no-123-cv-16462-and-muns-pleadings-and-analysis
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/mhu-frank-rolfe-dave-reynolds-rip-biden-regime-tipping-point-no-good-news-disastrous-policies-market-risk-vs-mobile-home-parks
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/mhu-frank-rolfe-dave-reynolds-rip-biden-regime-tipping-point-no-good-news-disastrous-policies-market-risk-vs-mobile-home-parks
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/mhu-frank-rolfe-dave-reynolds-rip-biden-regime-tipping-point-no-good-news-disastrous-policies-market-risk-vs-mobile-home-parks


 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/mad-as-hell-kob-4-investigates-
legacy-communities-coare-communities-rolfes-mhu-cited-mobile-home-monopoly-
emblazoned-by-regional-news-inside-americas-mobile/[/caption] 

  

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/mad-as-hell-kob-4-investigates-legacy-communities-coare-communities-rolfes-mhu-cited-mobile-home-monopoly-emblazoned-by-regional-news-inside-americas-mobile/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/mad-as-hell-kob-4-investigates-legacy-communities-coare-communities-rolfes-mhu-cited-mobile-home-monopoly-emblazoned-by-regional-news-inside-americas-mobile/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/mad-as-hell-kob-4-investigates-legacy-communities-coare-communities-rolfes-mhu-cited-mobile-home-monopoly-emblazoned-by-regional-news-inside-americas-mobile/


 



[caption id="attachment_196062" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/two-more-class-action-antitrust-
suits-hit-high-profile-manufactured-housing-institute-members-and-mhi-state-
affiliate-members-towsend-in-case-no-123-cv-16462-and-muns-pleadings-and-
analysis[/caption][caption id="attachment_215762" align="aligncenter" width="610"]

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/two-more-class-action-antitrust-suits-hit-high-profile-manufactured-housing-institute-members-and-mhi-state-affiliate-members-towsend-in-case-no-123-cv-16462-and-muns-pleadings-and-analysis
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/two-more-class-action-antitrust-suits-hit-high-profile-manufactured-housing-institute-members-and-mhi-state-affiliate-members-towsend-in-case-no-123-cv-16462-and-muns-pleadings-and-analysis
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/two-more-class-action-antitrust-suits-hit-high-profile-manufactured-housing-institute-members-and-mhi-state-affiliate-members-towsend-in-case-no-123-cv-16462-and-muns-pleadings-and-analysis
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/two-more-class-action-antitrust-suits-hit-high-profile-manufactured-housing-institute-members-and-mhi-state-affiliate-members-towsend-in-case-no-123-cv-16462-and-muns-pleadings-and-analysis


 



https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/mharr-fingers-mhi-change-expansion-
of-attainable-homeownership-through-manufactured-housing-act-of-2025-primary-
authority-to-establish-manufactured-housing-construction-and/[/caption][caption 
id="attachment_201885" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/hips-at-promarket-moats-
competition-law-antitrust-is-kitchen-table-interview-speech-dojs-jonathan-kanter-
on-antitrust-biden-wh-competition-big-biz-manufactu/[/caption][caption 
id="attachment_215444" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/by-preventing-market-failures-
antitrust-is-deregulatory-tool-antitrust-myth-busting-mark-r-meador-commissioner-

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/mharr-fingers-mhi-change-expansion-of-attainable-homeownership-through-manufactured-housing-act-of-2025-primary-authority-to-establish-manufactured-housing-construction-and/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/mharr-fingers-mhi-change-expansion-of-attainable-homeownership-through-manufactured-housing-act-of-2025-primary-authority-to-establish-manufactured-housing-construction-and/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/mharr-fingers-mhi-change-expansion-of-attainable-homeownership-through-manufactured-housing-act-of-2025-primary-authority-to-establish-manufactured-housing-construction-and/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/hips-at-promarket-moats-competition-law-antitrust-is-kitchen-table-interview-speech-dojs-jonathan-kanter-on-antitrust-biden-wh-competition-big-biz-manufactu/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/hips-at-promarket-moats-competition-law-antitrust-is-kitchen-table-interview-speech-dojs-jonathan-kanter-on-antitrust-biden-wh-competition-big-biz-manufactu/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/hips-at-promarket-moats-competition-law-antitrust-is-kitchen-table-interview-speech-dojs-jonathan-kanter-on-antitrust-biden-wh-competition-big-biz-manufactu/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/by-preventing-market-failures-antitrust-is-deregulatory-tool-antitrust-myth-busting-mark-r-meador-commissioner-u-s-federal-trade-commission-2nd-annual-gwu-antitrust-conference-mhville-fea/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/by-preventing-market-failures-antitrust-is-deregulatory-tool-antitrust-myth-busting-mark-r-meador-commissioner-u-s-federal-trade-commission-2nd-annual-gwu-antitrust-conference-mhville-fea/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/hips-at-promarket-moats-competition-law-antitrust-is-kitchen-table-interview-speech-dojs-jonathan-kanter-on-antitrust-biden-wh-competition-big-biz-manufactu/


u-s-federal-trade-commission-2nd-annual-gwu-antitrust-conference-mhville-
fea/[/caption] 

  

10) Notwithstanding the MHI antitrust instructions, which appears to be more window 
dressing by that nonprofit which has a board of directors dominated by consolidators, 
MHProNews and our MHLivingNews sister site have been documenting for years the 
apparent links between those who appear to be involved in manufactured housing 
market manipulation. Indeed, as a careful reading of the evidence posted and linked 
above and below would reveal, MHI's behavior in much of the 21st century is 
apparently best understood as a sly means of fostering consolidation while posturing 
efforts for industry growth that never seem to achieve their IRS Form 990 stated goals. 

  

[caption id="attachment_212763" align="aligncenter" width="596"]

 
“Improve the overall operating environment for the manufactured housing industry 
and expand the demand for manufactured homes by seeking fair and equitable 
treatment in the marketplace and the regulatory and legislative arenas.” This may be 
one of the more important documents to federal investigators or others who are 
probing manufactured housing's historic underperformance in the 21st century. For 
context and details see: https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/over-1-
million-manufactured-housing-institute-doc-drop-top-mhi-staff-pay-revealed-
additionally-unpacking-evidence-of-perjury-fraud-other-possible-federal-crimes-
plus-mhville-stocks-update/ Note too that should this be determined to be part of 
purported collusion or conspiracy to manipulate the market, and per federal law, the 

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/by-preventing-market-failures-antitrust-is-deregulatory-tool-antitrust-myth-busting-mark-r-meador-commissioner-u-s-federal-trade-commission-2nd-annual-gwu-antitrust-conference-mhville-fea/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/by-preventing-market-failures-antitrust-is-deregulatory-tool-antitrust-myth-busting-mark-r-meador-commissioner-u-s-federal-trade-commission-2nd-annual-gwu-antitrust-conference-mhville-fea/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/MHImanufacturedhousinginstituteANTITRUST-INSTRUCTIONS-WARNINGpostedMHProNewsAnalysis5.11.2021a.pdf
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/ManufacturedHousingInstituteMHIboard-ExecutiveCommitteeCurrentAndPriorYears-minManufacturedHomeProNewsMHProNews.png
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/over-1-million-manufactured-housing-institute-doc-drop-top-mhi-staff-pay-revealed-additionally-unpacking-evidence-of-perjury-fraud-other-possible-federal-crimes-plus-mhville-stocks-update/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/over-1-million-manufactured-housing-institute-doc-drop-top-mhi-staff-pay-revealed-additionally-unpacking-evidence-of-perjury-fraud-other-possible-federal-crimes-plus-mhville-stocks-update/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/over-1-million-manufactured-housing-institute-doc-drop-top-mhi-staff-pay-revealed-additionally-unpacking-evidence-of-perjury-fraud-other-possible-federal-crimes-plus-mhville-stocks-update/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/over-1-million-manufactured-housing-institute-doc-drop-top-mhi-staff-pay-revealed-additionally-unpacking-evidence-of-perjury-fraud-other-possible-federal-crimes-plus-mhville-stocks-update/


statutes of limitations do not begin to run in such matters until the final act is 
performed. [/caption][caption id="attachment_213996" align="aligncenter" 
width="602"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/manufactured-home-production-
increases-in-march-2025-per-federal-data-cited-by-manufactured-housing-
association-for-regulatory-reform-plus-what-mharr-didnt-say-in-their-report-mhville-
fe/ [/caption][caption id="attachment_214578" align="aligncenter" width="603"]

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/manufactured-home-production-increases-in-march-2025-per-federal-data-cited-by-manufactured-housing-association-for-regulatory-reform-plus-what-mharr-didnt-say-in-their-report-mhville-fe/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/manufactured-home-production-increases-in-march-2025-per-federal-data-cited-by-manufactured-housing-association-for-regulatory-reform-plus-what-mharr-didnt-say-in-their-report-mhville-fe/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/manufactured-home-production-increases-in-march-2025-per-federal-data-cited-by-manufactured-housing-association-for-regulatory-reform-plus-what-mharr-didnt-say-in-their-report-mhville-fe/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/manufactured-home-production-increases-in-march-2025-per-federal-data-cited-by-manufactured-housing-association-for-regulatory-reform-plus-what-mharr-didnt-say-in-their-report-mhville-fe/


 Uploaded to MHProNews on 5.19.2025. 



https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/understanding-manufactured-
housing-institute-lingo-on-attainable-vs-affordable-per-mhi-they-are-elevating-
housing-innovation-expanding-attainable-homeownership-gemini-p/[/caption] 

  

So, when an array of researchers and others have pointed to antitrust behavior that 
has been harming the manufactured housing market, these are arguably the kinds of 
behaviors that DOJ and/or the FTC (as well as possibly state-level antitrust officials) 
could act upon. 

  

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/understanding-manufactured-housing-institute-lingo-on-attainable-vs-affordable-per-mhi-they-are-elevating-housing-innovation-expanding-attainable-homeownership-gemini-p/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/understanding-manufactured-housing-institute-lingo-on-attainable-vs-affordable-per-mhi-they-are-elevating-housing-innovation-expanding-attainable-homeownership-gemini-p/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/understanding-manufactured-housing-institute-lingo-on-attainable-vs-affordable-per-mhi-they-are-elevating-housing-innovation-expanding-attainable-homeownership-gemini-p/
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Copilot is quoted saying: “Prioritizing enforcement of existing laws can have a more 
immediate impact on affordability and access to manufactured housing.” And “If MHI 
is genuinely committed to advancing the industry, consistent advocacy for existing 



laws should be a priority.” 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/masthead/cats-out-manufactured-
housing-institute-housing-coalition-letter-to-congress-fact-check-analysis-reveals-
what-mhi-nar-nahb-mba-others-did-didnt-request-ai-affordable-housing-surprises-
await/[/caption] 

  

11) Google's AI powered Gemini did a 33-page with 200 plus footnoted "deep research" 
look into manufactured housing. Gemini and Grok, not just Copilot.  Once someone 
understands that MHI and its insiders' have for years been posture one thing but are 
doing another, the apparently corrupt behavior of MHI comes into focus. By contrast, 
MHARR is routinely seen by these AI platforms as true to its stated mission and 
consistent advocacy. 
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12) With those facts, evidence and analysis (FEA) in mind, Mark Weiss, J.D., and former 
MHI member and award-winner Marty Lavin, J.D., remarks come into sharper focus. 
Note that since Lavin's critiques of MHI his name has been removed from their 
website in an Orwellian-like "memory hole" methodology that includes other past MHI 
presidents/CEOs, vice-presidents, and others like Eric Belsky who apparently do not 
fit neatly into the current MHI narrative. 
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Years of carefully gathering evidence from the MHI website, from other media sources 
where MHI corporate or staff leaders have spoken, from corporate investor relations 
presentations or earnings calls when considered in a pieces of the puzzle fashion yield 
a compelling but sobering picture of apparent market manipulation in order to 
consolidate the manufactured housing industry. That raises antitrust, RICO, perjury, 
conflicts of interests, failures in fiduciary duties, and possible SEC, antitrust and/or 
other violations of federal law. MHProNews Note: depending on your browser or 
device, many images in this report can be clicked to expand. For example, in some 
browsers/devices you click the image and select 'open in a new window.' After clicking 
that selection, you click the image in the open window to expand the image to a larger 
size. To return to this page, use your back key, escape or follow the prompts. [/caption] 
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"The consolidation of key industry sectors is an ongoing and growing concern that MHI 
has not addressed because doing so would implicate their own members. Such 
consolidation has negative effects on consumers (and the industry) and is a subject 
that MHProNews and MHLivingNews are quite right to report on and cover thoroughly. 
This is important work that no one else in the industry has shown the stomach or 
integrity to address." Mark Weiss, J.D., President and CEO of the Manufactured 
Housing Association for Regulatory Reform (MHARR) in on the record remarks emailed 
to MHProNews. For prior comments by Weiss and MHARR on the topic of 
monopolization click here. See also  
See also: https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/consolidation-of-key-mh-
industry-sectors-ongoing-growing-concern-mhi-hasnt-addressed-because-doing-so-
would-implicate-their-own-members-plus-sunday-weekly-mhville-headlines-
recap/ [/caption] 

  

13) With that backdrop, there is certainly plenty of reasons for DAAG Rinner and others 
in the DOJ antitrust and FTC to act to not only stop the consolidation of the already 
dwindling numbers of retail outlets remaining and put it into the hands of one of the 
Big Three that Strommen said MHI is working on behalf of in its clearly problematic 
'advocacy.' 
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alleged-manufactured-housing-institute-mhi-anti-consumer-manufactured-housing-
institute-leaders-decline-comment-sam-strommen-antitrust-case-allegations-anal/ 
and https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/masthead/true-tale-of-four-
attorneys-research-into-manufactured-housing-what-they-reveal-about-why-
manufactured-homes-are-underperforming-during-an-affordable-housing-crisis-
facts-and-analysis/[/caption][caption id="attachment_173232" align="aligncenter" 
width="600"]
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Strommen Manufactured Housing Institute remark: MHI is a mouthpiece of the Big 3 - 
in apparent Restraint of Trade and Should Not Get NOERR protection. Strommen's 
case could be described as an oligopoly style of 
monopolization.  https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/masthead/true-tale-
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of-four-attorneys-research-into-manufactured-housing-what-they-reveal-about-why-
manufactured-homes-are-underperforming-during-an-affordable-housing-crisis-
facts-and-analysis/[/caption] 

 14) Given multiple opportunities spanning years for MHI senior staff, their corporate 
leaders, and attorneys to respond, they have apparently chosen their right to remain 
silent. 
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MHProNews Note depending on your browser or device, many images in this report 
and others on MHProNews can be clicked to expand. Click the image and follow the 
prompts. For example, in some browsers/devices you click the image and select 'open 
in a new window.' After clicking that selection you click the image in the open window 
to expand the image to a larger size. To return to this page, use your back key, escape 
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MHI has been ducking accountability for years, as these documented examples 
reflect. https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/masthead/4-quick-
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out-on-explaining-their-performance-or-lack-thereof-els-howard-walker/[/caption] 
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There is an evidence-based case to be made that Kevin Clayton was paltering. 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/masthead/dems-provide-revealing-
clayton-info-kevin-clayton-ceo-clayton-homes-federal-testimony-yields-apparent-
agreements-with-mharr-concurs-with-manufactured-housing-institute-berkshire-
hathaway-fhfa-and/ Several of the illustrations shown in this report can be opened in 
many browsers to reveal a larger size. To open this picture, click the image once. When 
the window opens, click it again to reveal the larger size photo. Use your browsers 
back key to return to the article.[/caption][caption id="attachment_187222" 
align="aligncenter" width="600"]
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levels-today-about-half-of-1980s-when-interest-rates-hit-20-5-apr-on-arm-loans/ 
[/caption] 

  

15) The combination of behavior and documentary evidence ought to 'seal the deal' of 
the evidence needed to support the concerns raised by an array of antitrust 
researchers, whistleblowers, litigants, lawmakers, and others. 
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Gemini previously observed that the silence by MHI and their attorneys may be based 
on legal advice that they are safer staying silent than attempting to defend their 
pattern of behavior.  
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