
➢ Define free will and give proof for the existence of free will and link results. 

Certainly! Free will is a concept that has fascinated philosophers, scientists, and thinkers for centuries. 

Let’s explore it: 
1. Definition of Free Will: 

o Free will refers to the capacity to make choices that are not predetermined by past 
events or external factors. It encompasses both the ability to act according to our 

preferences and the freedom to choose among different options1. 

o Aristotle classified free will into two components: 
▪ Freedom of action: The ability to do as one chooses. 

▪ Freedom of choice: The ability to choose what one chooses2. 
2. Proofs for the Existence of Free Will: 

o While the debate continues, here are some perspectives on free will: 
▪ Determinism vs. Free Will: 

▪ Determinism posits that only one course of events is possible, which 

seems inconsistent with free will. However, proponents of free will argue 
that our choices are not entirely determined by external factors. 

▪ Neuroscience and Determinism: 
▪ In the late 20th century, some believed that neuroscience had settled 

the question of free will. However, recent insights suggest that 

determinism doesn’t fully explain human behavior3. 
▪ Experiential Identification: 

▪ We feel that our choices are determined by our preferences, character, 
and internal factors. Even if our choices are influenced by these factors, 

we still identify with them as expressions of our free will. 
▪ Schopenhauer’s View: 

▪ Philosopher Arthur Schopenhauer proposed that the will is ultimately free 

because it constitutes all there is. Nature’s deterministic laws merely 
reflect its image, but the will itself remains free3. 

3. Link to Further Reading: 
o For a deeper exploration, you can read more about free will and its implications in 

this Scientific American article3. 

Remember that the question of free will remains complex, and various philosophical, scientific, and 

experiential perspectives contribute to the ongoing discussion. Ultimately, whether we truly possess free 

will continues to be a fascinating and profound inquiry.       
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